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‘Cautious New Hint That
- Castro Knew of JFK Plot

‘Washington

‘" The House assassinations com-
‘nittee, in a cautiously worded
Statement, said yesterday it has
been told there may be some
‘stipport for a report that Fidel
Castro knew in advance of an
assassination threat against Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy.

T

“* Castro has called the report
..,m_umca.;

. Louis Stokes (Dem-Ohio), the
committee’s chairman, refused to
JM. beyond an ambiguous statement
that said an unspecified source had
ihformed the panel that the story
.wu_r.mE have substance.

.+ And Stokes and committee
-chief counsel G. Robert Blakey
stressed that the committee itself
‘Was not vouching for the truthful-
-fiess of the report, only passing on
“the opinion of the unnamed source.

Blakey’s statement said the

story was written by Comer Clark
in the tabloid National Enquirer.
The story said the Cuban consulate
in Mexico City told Castro that Lee
Harvey Oswald had threatened
Kennedy'’s life.

Blakey said the committee in-
vestigated the writer’s reputation
for truthfulness and “frankly, it
was not good.”

But Blakey said the committee
did not ignore the story because of
the information that it was support-
ed by reliable government sources.

The committee’s prepared
statement said it “has been in-
formed that the substance of the
story is supported by highly confi-
dential, but reliable, sources avail-
able to the U.S. government.”

The committee issued the state-
ment as it released an interview
with the Cuban president in which
Castro vehemently denied the re-
port.

“This is absurd,” the committee
quoted Castro as saying in the

interview. “It has been invented

b,oE heginning to end.

“It would have been our moral
duty to inform the United States,”
Castro said.

Castro, two former Cuban con-

“suls in Mexico City and a consulate

secretary all denied in statements

or testimony to the committee that

Oswald made the threat when he
tried to get a visa for entry into
Cuba. Yo )

Former Consul Alfredo Mira-
bal Diaz said the story is “complete-
ly absurd. It is completely false. It is
a lie.” And former Consul Eusebio
Azcue Lopez said Oswald was angry
and discourteous but made no
assassination threat against Cuba.

Earlier yesterday, Azcue said
he believes a man who identified
himself as Lee Harvey Oswald and
angrily demanded a visa for Cuba
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EUSEBIO AZCUE LOPEZ.
Former Cuban official

in 1963 was not the same man
named later as John F. Kennedy's
assassin. = . v ...

But Azcue, now retired, told
the committee he could be persuad-
ed he was wrong by compeling
evidence. Committee sources said
such evidence is forthcoming.
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