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Fldei R the . Castro was aske about an acccunt
AS:&SS!HEC.Sgi!:: Coazing?tl?ee thaliug:f* published. in The-National Enquirer
ther he nor-any other Cuban official: 1% 1367 claiming that Oswald had told
had anything to do with the death of
‘President John F..Kennedy -or-with:
that of Kennedy’s. accused assassi
LeeHarvey Oswald.:

in a tape reccrdmg of arlmterv:
with Castro which:was to.be-played
at a commiitee hearing today;:the
Cuban leader also'said he would have
had a moral responsibility to inform
the United States-if Oswald had told
Cuban ~ officials: :imy: Mexicos=three
months before the-assassination: that:
he intended tokill Kennedyz:

A partial: transcript:.of Castro
statements- ta- committee-Chairman
Louis: Stokes;~D-Ohio, shows:Castro
said the only- conuectzonv_ ;
with Oswald..was" hi i
Cuban:-consulate=in:

o= kill Kennedy. That article-said
Castro had admitted being told of the

CASTR O’S STATEM EN
= Al

t has beeninvented from. the begm-
ing--until the end.. It’s.. from
ead to.toe, - u 3
“I£¥'this- man:: would have- done:

-Umted—: States.  Because - if. a..man

: 3 g Y _United Press faternhtional
Cuban ieader Fide]‘ Castro- says he would have had & “moral duty” to report
knowledge of an assassinationattempt onr the lifs of President Kennady- -

officials at the consulate he intended -

threat but had: tak n: o actmn-‘-m Te=

“This is. absurd. I dzdnt say that..'

omething.: like- that™ it- would: ‘have-
eensour moral duty to-inform: the-

‘comes-here,. mennons that he: 'Wants::
kil

= Cuban- visa, ;
—argument. -between Enn and the:

Tuesday,smuhe. 19,1978 . The nasmng‘m Siar A3

mad person. How could we accept a:
man from Mexico to Cuba who fells:
us he is gomg to. kill. Presment
Kennedy?2™™ -

Acctording to committee counsei G..
-Robert. Blakey, the Enguirer article:
was written by Comer Clark, a Brit~
ish journalist whose reputatwn fort
‘accuracy . was. not good.” “Cn the’

. other hand;. even though there may:
..be doubt as to the fact of Clark’s’

interview with President Castro, the
commiftee has Deen informed that:
the substance of the Clark article is!
supported by highly confidential, butt
reliabie; sources available to the U.S.
gavernment,”” Bla..-:ﬂy saxd in his pre-x
pared narrat.on : i
OSWALD FIRST vlsted the consu-
late in Mexico on Sept. 27, 1963, and

“ requested a visa to visit Cuba en |

route to- the Ssvlet Union,
said.

“He was informed that hs cauld"
not obtain-a visa to Cuba unless he!

Blaxey!

; first got one.io enter the Sovist Union ;

he» was told at the- Soviet,
Embassy that he counld not expect.zn ;
answer to his visa application for
about four months,” Blakey said.
When he went to the Cuban consulate
he carried with him newspaper clip-
pings and otker documents in an at-
tempt -to demonstrated he was “a|
friend of Cuba,” Blakey said, adding’
that Oswald used these documents.
and his marriage to a Soviet woman,
lus his previous residence in thed
go*net nion, to curry favnr at th@

“ Cuban consulate.

“He persisted in his denrand for a:
resulting- im- a . bitter:

Cuban consul, Eusebio Azcue Lopez.-
Eventually his request was denied:
andheleitinan ger,'_’ Blakey said: %

CASTRO “WAS “revealed in Senate‘
Intelligence Committee hearings.in

" 1976 to have been the target of assas-;
‘sination schemes in which the CIA !

was said-to bave conspired With

underworld figures.

- “The revelation that the pr=mxer
of Cuba was the target.of an unsuc- |
cessful assassination planned by t:.te !

United States served to fuel the fire
“of specuiation that Cuba had been the ’

perpetrator of the successful effort!
against Presi dant Kennedy in 1963,

Blakey said. “It was recalled that.
Premier Castro in a press interview
twe months before Kennedy’s death
seemed to De warning that U.S. lead-
ers who approved terrorist attacks
on Cuban eaders could themselves-
be vulnerable.” -

Azcue testified yesterday that the

.picture on the visa application and

all other pictures he has seen of Os-.
wald bear no resemblance to the -man:
he met three times in Mexico.’ '
‘ Azcue, now retired but sent by the:
Havana government as a witness,’

“It would have been similar to a+

A S




was shown an- enlargement of the;
visa application Oswald allegedly:
made on Sept. 27, 1583, to try to get. to:
the soviet Union by way of Cuba. Hel
was also shown the Dallas Police De-j
- partment mug shots-of Oswald and!
eniargements of the photo affixed to
the Cuban visa application, all en-

larged.- i«

Azcue told“the committee, ‘T bé-l
lieve the picture- (on the visa) wasi
not the same man I talked to. I belives
this individual was not the man who!
came to the consulate. S e e
“It was in mid-December-of 1383
that I saw films of Jack Ruby shoot-
ing Oswald and I was not able to
identify him even though only two]
months had gone by since I saw the
Oswald who came to the consulate.””’.
Committee counsel Gary Corawgll
askad Azcue if the man at the const-
iate looked like -the passport photoi
taken from Oswald’s ' American pass-
ort. e T
P “No. There are many differences.
He (the man. at-the consulate) had
straight eyebrows; cold. hard and
straight eyes; thin cheeks;‘amd the
nose was. very straight-and;paointed.
This (passport) picturelooks heavier
and the eyes are at an angle with his
fzce. I would never have identified
him from the passport picture.
This and other discrepancies arose:
in the testimony of the Cuban official,
who, along with three -other Cuban:
officials, appeared under heavy se-
curity guard to testify yesterday. .
Riakey told the committee the;
Sovist Union ‘“‘declined to be of as-
sistance’ in the probe. con
The Cubans made.available tg the!
investigators by President: Fidel Cas-
tro were Azcue; Aliredo Mirabal
Disz, who succeededAzcue before
the Dallag assassination tcok place;;
Ricardo Escartin, - counsellorof tiie;
Cuban interests-section-in. Washings
ton; and Capti-Felipe Villa~of mﬁ
Cuban Interior Ministry. 1« # T 0" 55
“He (Oswald) t-ho::ght-.l'd--beva-b%
to solve -his problems,’Azcue-tesds
fied but I had to check with Havanag
He insisted on the need to proceed ur=
gently to.Cuba. I told him om his -seg=
ond visit that if-he~already hadiiz
Soviet visa I could give himr a transjt|
visa without consulting. my govern+
ment. I believe he left our consulate
to try to get a'Soviet visa. ° B
Asxed what happened when Os-
wald came to the Cuban consulate
the third time; Azcue replied, “He
was very troubled because I told him.

“He ‘had a face: which: reflected
unhappiness. He was not iriendly ari
pieasant. On each visit he got very
worked up and said in- English, ac-
cused us of being' discourteous” bu-.
rzaucrats. Then I became upset and;
told him to leave, somewhat vio-:
lentlv. He mumbled and slammed
the door. That was the-last: time I
saw him.” ) T -

Mirabal said; “I noticed that Os-
waid submitied a Communist Party’
USA card. I've been a Communist {or:

many years.and we don’t.use cards.|
We identify ourselves by our actions;
and our ideas.” Mirabal testified that:
his memory of Oswald is of *a small
man with narrow shoulders, short
hair, no mustache and who appeared.
hard and tough, upset or unhappy.-

- “I'think he was sent to our consa-

late in Mexico City to be-a provoca-

tion. He insisied on the urgency of his:
application for a visa as-if ll{e was:
being-persecuted. The second time he-
came is-what started the argument
with Azcue. He accused us all of not-
being true revolutionaries.’’ . .
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