WASHINGTON — The Federal Bureau
of Investigation received information in
1973 that Russell G. Byers, a former autg
parts dealer and police character from
Rock Hill, Mo., knew who “‘made the
payoff of James Earl Ray" after the as-
sassination of the Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.

Bvers' accusation, reported by an
informant. is contained in an internal St.
381 office memorandum made
to Sm vo?.gm,

Louis

%J;mEm Wednesday
ine Fre

ed for four mmm,‘m in the wrong sile in
Si. Lows, does not give the name of the
man identified by Byers. But :t describes
the man as ‘‘a short, stocky man who
~aiked with a limp.”

This description, several seurces :m<m

told the Post-Dispatch, fits John R.

Kauffmann, a one-time stockbroker o.n\..
Imperial, Mo Byers ‘has reportedly told

investigators for the House Assassina:
tions Committee -that mmcnaga and"”
John- H.' Sutherland,- both now dead,
asked Byers to arrange King’s murder.

Byers refused ta comment on the FBI.
memo when. reached at his Roek Hi
home Wednesday . night. He saig: the.
House committee had: wmwwn EB not tor
_--make public mﬁmﬁmamz.w

. ming a ::.@ he read E.o:m?,
xd_.wmﬁamm mSQ mvo: Bm.&?

|

- supplied by an informant.-.

~reads, “‘Beyers (the name is nosm_m"na:w
-misspelled in the memo) talked f

" Jater went to (short deletion by FI
i “where wmuaa told a mSQ wwoﬁ visiti

Information for this story was
‘provided by Paul Wagman, Robert
Adams, Gerald M. Boyd, William
Freivoge! and J. Pulitzer. all of the
Post-Dispatch staff..

that of Byers were
memorandum by
information Privacy

the imao.&,jaza

moinmw have told the Post-Dispatch
that Byers toid: House investigators that
7&:233: and u&:mlm:a m.ummmsﬁ

_ws@mﬁ mac from Evmum_ wmwma EB 8‘
arrange King’s murder. -

The. BmBo«gaEP a&m@?ﬁnu 1
1974, was written by. & St Louis agent
the ‘FBIL .on the cmm_mblsanﬁm:c

“In the fall of 1973, the Bmaong

freely
-about himself and his business, and ‘g

taccident several vears prior to
-events described by Byers.

a lawyer in St. Louis County, nuvw
deceased, not further identified. who had
offered to give him a contract 1o kiil
Martin Luther King. He said that also
present was a short, stocky man, who
walked with a limp.’

The memorandum then continues with
.:_m vms ence, anclosed in parentheses:
,_5 xmnm:d to

mmented th

s actually the 59(:5“: W

qu with & marked
limp after am:_m 5_53 in an automobtiie

overweight and
the

One source said that accident also

_mmmama 8 =m<m :uum:& mmsmawna

mentally. “"He was a completeiy differ-;
ent man after that.” In fact, when Kamf=
fmann was arrested in 1967 for seliingse
300,000 amphetamine pills to a federal, .
agent he asked his attorney if he coul
plead innocent by reason of insanity, &m
source said. That idea ﬁmw.mcmnao:m%,
however, and Kauffmann was convicte
Kauffmann. a stockbroker and businesss”
in 1873, . ;
His wife Beulah G. Kau m .ES testi-

for about three hours }

48E s2ieCT

s ocpmmmiifee (i

rhat -

1iggalion hatl a "snur.

ho waiked Z:u a imp,
ay, the Post-Dispatch was told'by a
urce familiar é...w :E interrogatiomn.

. Kauffmann refused two discuss the

See mﬁmw, Page 8
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matter, hanging up on a nmvonnmn,

Wednesday night.

The memorandum largely jibes with

an account Byers gave about the same
time to a reputable St. Louisan.

In about 1974, the 31. Louisan rold the
“ost-Oispateh, 3vers :oid him that a
stockbroker who had lost his license was
invoived in offering Byers 350,000 for
King's murder. The stockbroker appar-
ently was Kauffmann.

The $50,000 figure differs from the
$10,000 to $20,000 figure cited in the FE

3

memo. Byers said he never intended to

go through with the plot, but 3:3:&,

&R& for awhile out of curiosity. -
:iByers allegations have led Ec&:nw.

t§rs to speculdte that his brother-in-law, -

John Paul Spica, might have conveyed
wWord of the bounty to Ray at.the

Missouri _uaiSsch where both were .
rving senténces at the time of the.
g i 7 by investigators looking into King’

R_mm&cnﬁ5~m8~§on§g

<. - 'was filed under Byers’ name and not

‘the story,

. 'We prove:

_until last ionr.

taking Byers’ story. One committee
source told the Post-Dispatch that the
panei is undecided.

“We're just working on it,”’ the source
said. *‘We haven’t come to0 any conclu-
31088 a3 10 how sen o:mé 10 taxe it."”

The spurce noted, however, that the
intensity of the commuitiee’s effortg

shows that the panel considers the story
well worth investigation.

‘““‘Certain things appear to corroborate
» the source said, without
elaborating. ‘‘But at this point, we're
just following up all angles .. . Basically,,
we take anything Eﬂ Em mo:ocmq E.ﬁ

3 ZH 5/ ek iy
Byers’ w:umw:onm :wem »oncm& 33.
tion on Kauffmann and Sutherland;
whose names' had ‘net been mentione
publicly in connection with the wSm owmm

The FBI Bgﬁmﬂca went E_Sﬁ

assassination for foilf years because-i

theft of statues from the St. Louis Art
Museum eariier this year.

Byers is described in the memoran-
dum as a '‘very treacherous guy.” The
description apparently came fro
associate of the FBI infor
cautioned ine informant 0 3
himif he wanted 0 siay out of troubl m

One of the investigators on the staif of
the House committee was the federal
drug agent who 11 years ago led the
investigation into Kauffmann's illegal
sale of wBEmSBSom Kauffmann was
convicted in 1967

The investigatqr Harold D. Leap, has

-. been on the: committee staff since. last.
year. That indicates that he was not just-
~ ..hired to follow- up on the:Kauffman

angle; which was &mnam& to the com-
B_nwm in K»nnw.

§o umn&wmnﬁa Eﬂﬁa &mﬁ.« wx

prosécute 5:5525 and sever nﬂ

A well-placed source said drug wmm:ﬁi_
suspected one of Kauffmann's co-defen-'
dents, but no evidence was deveioped
linking any co-defendant to the shooting.

addition Two Si. Louis. County |
Emen who (nvesiiga sa1g ihey
and federal drug agents A:mmacuma

the authenticity of Leap’s story.

Leap told county police that a car
blocked his path on Suiphur Springs
Road on his way back home after a late
night meeting Sept. 22, 1967, with the
informant, who had helped make the

- case against Kauffmann. The informant, .
: c»:ﬁ Barr, had taken active part in

w_zﬁlggﬁg‘

“Leap said he mnEmﬂmn Sﬁio his car
with two. ‘men. from the oa.an car co?_d




