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R g o7 ’ G. Robert Blakey, teing sworn, deposcs and savs:
/2 - I am o Profzssor of Law at ths Cornell Low Schofal and
o2 : ~ el 3 5 e D lbas s S : Na- : & N aed - - s . !
- 6% |l Dircecosr of its Instituls on Organized Crime. I have sasved as
',&0 1ezpcrt censultant veth to government and to publishers in connrec-
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B tion with jnvestinrtive work addresncd Lo thae izzue of oxganizgd
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criwe. As one of several priucipal congultants 2o the Pregidons's
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Finally, I an

B

Commission on Law Znforcemeat and Administration of Justice, I

helpsd prepare the 1967 Task Force Report of that Comn; Slon

entitled Organized Crime. I was

”ea a2 Professor -of Law q* ‘the

Notre Dame Law School and had DreVlQ isly served foux /ea*s ‘as

SPEClal Attorney with the Organized C.-ne and R&C/Cu&é ingﬁ

1

Section cf the United States D;aartnan. of Juat'ce LBCQ- Atto~hey_

General Robert Xennedy. Sunsequently I have served fq: four

) : : i :
years as the Chief Counsel of the Sgnate Subcommittee on. Crimingl |
' o S L

= i i

Laws and P*ccechos (the MzClellan Commi ttee) .

i

I have also served

as a consultant to Life, Time and Look magazines

in conpection
&
with investigative reporting in the area of grganized crime.
P _ e :
In addition, I have served zs a consultant on organized;?rime
b S

1

to the Mational Commission cn the Reform of Faderal Cri p;nal'Laws
i Jo S
: S
I

and the Commission to Review l\at-_won.."| Policy Toward Gamb]

of the National Advisory Committee o; tgnd rdg and Goa%g “i‘é
sponsored oy the Law Enforcsment 5555555 t Adﬁlnl#tr&tiéa éf'
the U..s. Dcpartmcnt of Justice. ‘f.' : " UG E & ?

I have rcvicwed the La.CQ;ta article thet is the % 1 !
subject of this libel suit, and I have also reviewad the mO;ion

rapers submitted herein and on dzfendants' sprior motion addéressad
to the "public figure" issue. Cefendants have requestod this
- - H‘ T
Court to dismiss the action cn the ground that they published the
article in good faith and without "malice", as that tesy is
_ e !
cefined in Wew York Tiwmes Co. v. Sullivan and its progeny. In

my view, this motion dees not deserwve to he granted. I gm sube

ritting this affidavit to detail

o
o

Wy reasons for arriving at this

judgment, which I hope will Lo of the Couxt in

rcachlng a reasonad conclugion. WO o
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I have becen a particivant in much 0r the seriovs inves-

tigative.and enforcement cffort devoted to the centrol of

organitcd criﬁp ovcr-fha pa;t Sixteen years. At the samé tirme,
I have been é fascinated observer of the growth of_tﬂe unfoftunate
mythology that has developed around the subjec;. I view this
present libel suit, therefore; as oresenting é uniqud.oppor;unity
for judidial anaiysiﬁ and pubiic instruction in tﬂe distinctieq
between myth and fact. (s L Pl Cg s

Over the past twenty vears, literally hundréés_of;
books and couatless articles have been written on the subject of
the "mob", the "Mafia" and-ﬂorganizeg crice”. Eaﬁy of themiﬁéve
bcen enlightening and valuabla. Nevér,helass, the public has
remained singularly uncn1lah eved by the literature and has nevér
been arcused by it to serious and sustaized action._ Part of
the reason has been the VELy g{ut of popuiar literature and tre
flchlonal quality cf so muc1 of it, Litecrary exploitation of% a
"blood—gnd-guts" subject is cbviously insvitable, but it‘oftah.
sexrves as an obstruction to serious social analysis aﬁd law

enforcenent efforts. The point was rzde by Professor Donald R..

Cressey in his book, Iheft of The Nation (19€9). ProfeSSOQ_Cfcssay,

vho sexvad with ne as a ceonsultant to thc ?re icde 's CﬂﬂdluS’G.

on Law nnﬁorcheut and the PQRlﬁlSLthth off Justice, c;;cd Fethree

:
interrelated f“ctorg involved in the p:cvalllna 1rc1££erqqc; or
even Skcpthlsn of many c;tlbeps" auout organized érlmu, an the
factoxr he Qltcd first was thc exécssiyc_sensatioﬁa lzarlqa of the
subjcct mattef. The following is. a rath-r lan;tb‘ cxtrnqt from
Theift of ‘ﬁe Katign {pp. 65-¢), which'aptly CHDXESSCS my own

! Lo t

viewpoint. It merits special attentien in the context of the
. § k

§

present suit, , L
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hgs, by and large, becn presented to the publxg,

.Policermen dealing with organized crime say

- like "The Mafia Men

‘when the glare of publicity was off, the housc-

There seen to be thrco interyclated
. 1

factors invoived in the prevailing indif-
ference or even skepticisn of many citizens.

First, information o3 organized crige ..

in a haphazard and- sensational manner. Mjf

t
i

the public is misled by the tendency of nass
redia to play "cors and robbers" and "gang
bucters" wvhenever organized crime is mentiocned..

The police are well aware of the

sensationalism
t H

present in televised Congress

ional hearings

involving unsavory Characters, In newspaper °
/

accounts calling orcanized criminals "muscle
. i ,
men"”, "gorillas", and'"meat hooks", and in

LAt

boohs and uooular—“acaz ihe aiilclcu with titles

and "The Bcnape of

.tae

Mob." If a Congre ssional he”rlng is telev1seg
as a cops-anc-robhers stori..AtAhas\np more »
T { \

effect than.a"routine fictitious cops-and-

robbers story - un;b some of us in the Far
{

West are begirning to call an “Eastern".

liousewives watched the telcviscd

Kefauver

Conmittee lcarlugg and NcC‘cllaﬂ

Conmit

tee

hearlngs as they d;d thc1r \1on*ng, all the
for the good ¢uys. But

time checring, wz hope,

wives turncd to other soad opcras. and cops-and-
N . i
robbers stories, perhaps vlanning that tororrow
=4~
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legislativa hearing on erganized crizme has

been conducted as an inquiry, a "study®, _ |
. o ;
rather than as an expose or a trial.
The incffectuyzl and gven misleadihg cops-

i .
.

and-robbers presentation of organized-crime

affairs is also apparant in the language used

to discuss them. Television personnel and

menbers of Congressicnal investigating commit

tees, like newspaverren, find it virtually

impossible to depict organized criminals as
anything but gangsters who prey priacipzlly on

each other. For example, there are few

hearings, cr newspaper accounis in

Lucchese is callaed “Thomas Gaetano Lucchese" cor

Mr. Ricca is called "Paul Ricca”.. The writer.

always displays his -‘"inside krowledge" about

how things really are in "the mob" by using

first name, .corny "alias", and last name. . Bven,
the President’s Commission ¢onld not resist

th;s form when'discussing §oui$ "Lqpke" o
Buﬁhalter, Emmanuel "Mendyf veiss, end Joh
"Big Jonn" Ormrsnto. Such ;;nguage sets Cbﬁa

Nostra mecmbers apart, as if they were romaut}c

and not very harminl naméningnyon charactors, 3
"Thomas ,uc5ﬁ2sé", whan hcfwas alive, could

possibly have been somcono who was cerru

ny labor unicn, but "Three Finuer Brown®
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