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The House Assassinations Comniit-
fee has had no more success than the
FBI in determining wcmo_ia_w if Dr,

Martin Luther King Jr. was slain by
a bullet from James Earl Ray's rifle,

A panel of ballistics ‘experts r
tained. by ‘the. committee testified
yesterday that it could not conclude
that the fatal bullet and subsequent’
test-fired - bullets  came . from the

_Panel members said they could not
even make scientific matches of the
bullets fired from the rifle in a series
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ot isolated" tests because | tlierc:
_always a variation in the markings
on hard-jacketed bullets...(,, L
‘The ¢omnilttee said Mt wds 'not

w_,.oamc_m.(s ‘establish a positive link
etwecen the bullet that kiiléd'King.
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.. D.C. Delegate Walter  Fauntroy
noted that the committee

what _,__m.u_: it,could on thk origin of the

shot, This data suggested, he said,

from

‘that thé fatal shot probably wds fired

“from the direction of the rdoming
house in Memphis where Ray had a
room. But he said the panel-coyld not

“delermine from the

 THE; BALLISTICS' expétts had

had shed

mediéal evidence
that the shot was fired from the
second-floor - bathroom . window or
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more luck .yesterday than the medi-
cdl. experts. Each of the specialists
conducted thefr own' ' tests with the
Ray rifle and each found:that they!
could heither match the test bullets
with'one another not with the shat
tered _.Maa?:s_ of /thie" bullet that
killed _:m::am?m 0. IER. ¥

‘Chairman Louls Stokés,” D-Ohid,}

indicated some of the committee’s
frustration about the inadequacy of.
the physical evidence. & ¢ . o oy
~ "Let'meé say that while weimay not:
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always know what we might wish tb

know with the degree ‘and certitude
that  we might like;’": Stokes. said,’
“thé" committee is still obligated to;
make -public -what it’ has*learned
This obligation:stems:from :the ,na
ture of legislative proceedings as op
posed to a judicial triali¥s miaie
-+His comments:seemed to.relate t
{Hié fact that thérs is much less phys
cal evidence availabléiinthe :K
cdsé than there was ih the aséassitg

tion of President Johti (

ti-F.oKénne
Stokes said in the King: ¢as
were. no photos, fo ‘
at the instant-of the m
King casé, he:sald;.th
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rely,more on documents:and human,
‘mémories: gl
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PREVIOUST Réariigs - the
committee: demonstrated: that :R&Y:
probably had stalked King to Mem«
phis, that.his self-styled:mastermind:
“Raoul” probably did not exist and:
that Ray. lied when he $aid he never;
went back to Atlanta. after purchas
ing the rifle in Birmingham. -
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WY EEEFday CoMmitice Counsel G
Robért: Blakéy 8ald the committee
:‘abandoned the idea of a psychologi-
lcal ‘study of Ray. but .did establish
that the geometrié data is consistent
‘with . the ;theory  that the assassin
fired .the fatal, shot from the bath-
réomwindow of the rooming house
éar King's motel. Iy
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Today thé' committee will take up
the! motivations “for 'the slaying iof
King, including some of the 21 res
{ported” but unproven assassination
plots ‘and the ‘security provisions
madé in Memphis for King's safety.




