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LOUISVILLE, Ky. — They are almost 
all in their 60s now, graying and potbel-
lied, leisurely working part-time retire-
ment jobs after lifelong police careers. 

Until last week, the only excitement in 
their present lives came from their grow-
ing pack of grandchildren, and the de-
pendable stir caused by the arrival of 
monthly pension checks. 

Now they have been named as being in-
volved in a 1965 plot to kill the late Mar-
tin Luther King Jr.., 

They quietly go about their work here, 
maintaining that they know, nothing of the  

charges leveled against them by another 
former Louisville cop. And they are 
searching their memories for reasons why 
a man they recall fondly would secretly 
accuse them to investigators for the 
House Assassinations Committee. 

A dozen years after the alleged fact; 
they cannot come up with any answers, 
they said. They do not know why they 
have been named or precisely what they 
are said to have plotted. 

But slowly they are finding out that the 
charges of retired Louisville patrolman 
Clifton E. Baird, that they offered him 
$500,000 to kill King, have caught them in  

the rapidly closing vise of congressional 
politics. 

Baird's accusations, contained in a still-
secret letter to the House committee, are 
being used by members of the beleaguer-
ed panel as a lever to pry approval for 
another year's continuation from a reluc-
tant House. 

Approval of a new budget of $2.7 mil-
lion is expected tomorrow, following com-
mittee leaks outlining Baird's charges and 
a 14-page preliminary committee report 
claiming new leads in the murders of 
King in 1968 and.  President Kennedy in 
1963. 

Stunned by the Charges 
Scripps-Howard News Service has iden-

tified and interviewed four of the six 
Louisville policemen named in Baird's let-
ter — and they categorically deny his 
charges. 

One of Baird's former commanding offi-cers stood in a county courthouse hallway, 
recalling Baird warmly, and exploded 
when a reporter told him the contents of 
the secret letter: 

"It's preposterous," he said of Baird's 
claim that six local lawtnep and three FBI 
agents planned to kill King during a peri-
od of open-housing tension here. 

"It's so preposterous that it's ridiculous.  

I just can't believe it . . . He's wrong," he 
said. 

A second, a self-described gun fancier, 
was called away from a gun show — and 
was bitter. Calling Baird's charges "silly 
and stupid," the former detective offered 
to take a lie detector test and added: 

"If he's accusing me, he's an out-and-
out liar." 

A third, the only one of the four still on 
the Louisville police force, offered to take 
a lie test and said he intends to deny the 
charges  under oath to the House 
committee. 

Another retired lawman — a ranking officer attached to the same district as 
Baird and the rest of the policemen 
named in the letter — took a more soft-
spoken approach to his denials. 

"It's kind of weird to me" he said 
slowly, sitting at a desk in his real estate 
office and rubbing his back, injured long ago. 

"But I really can't help you. All I know 
about it is what I have read in the 
newspapers." 

He pointed to his own record, saying he 
is an unlikely candidate to 'se included in 
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Alleged Plotters Deny 
Ex-Policeman's Charge 

any plot to kill a civil rights leader. 
He helped organize the Louisville lodge 

of the Fraternal Order of Police during 
that period — and he successfully fought 
to insure black policemen the right to 
join, he told a reporter. 

Unanimous in their memories of Baird, 
they recalled a "good cop — strong as an 
ox," who was quiet on the job and kept to 
himself when off duty. 

And, individually, they all raised the 
same private questions about Baird's 
charges. The same questons are sure to 
confront the House assassination commit-
tee if it continues its investigation of the 
60-year old former Louisville lawman and 
other evidence. 

Why, they ask, did Baird remain silent 
about the alleged murder plan for almost 
12 years — and for two years following 
his retirement after an unblemished 27-
year career as a policeman? 

Where would they — even with the con-
nivance of the FBI — have come up with 
$500,000 to pay a gunman, they ask. 

And, they ask, if the FBI was involved 
— with all the sophisticated equipment at 
its disposal — why would they have set-
tled on an insignificant patrolman, not 
highly regarded as a marksman, as the 
triggerman? 

Baird, now a Pinkerton's security guard 
here, has disappeared since making the 
charges. Reporters have been unable to 
find him and committee sources refuse to 
say whether he is being held under 
protective custody. 

His wife, Mary, said he is working on 
an undercover assignment in Kentucky, 
but repeated attempts to pass requests for 
an interview through her have failed. 

Now, perhaps, he'll find "peace of 
mind" since making the charges to the 
committee, she said in an interview. 

In the seven years they have been 
married, she said they have been plagued 
with anonymous telephone calls, some in 
the middle of the night. She said the al-
leged plot was deeply disturbing to Baird. 

"My husband has spent many a sleep-
less night — he'll lie there and toss and 
turn, then get up and read the paper . . . 
Having peace of mind would mean a 
whole lot to everybody," she said. 


