Du{r Jim, Post as propagandist-what today's mewest leak cam mean to us 11/26/76

While I've been expecting mors of this kind of Goebbels operatiom today's story
is mot what I expected. I've mot evem filed the file I started 11/13 when we were im
Stevens failt'

I don't know what the story really says. Ifb is too sarly for the paper,

First I heard a very brief accoumt a little after 3, when I awakemed and weat back
to sleep., Whem I awakened agaim about 5 and did get up I heard an item a litile longer,
by coimcidence the first item on waking, The secoxd ome says that the CIA's electromic
surveillance caught LHO offeriag the Russian informatiom in returm for a trip to Ruasia,

Those Poat reporters and editors sure are the keemest! They ask all the ssarchiag
questions, reasom solidly aud are determimed mot k= to be had again, as they wers on the
11/13 story. So the double-check, consult dependsble sources, stc. Lile Kesler told me,
they're mot proud of the 11/13 gulliag.

Se wher he wemt to Fexico to make & deal with the Russiam to get to Russia Oswald
wanted to go by way of Cuba, perhaps the only place im the westerm vorld frow whick it
was hard to get to Russia?

What priceless ianformation ke had! 411 the darkest secrets he learmed vwhile greasing
coffee machines. Until he graduated to dstemsible wnemploymemt. “an't you imagime the
secrets he lsarmed im daytime prowlimg of the area of Camal amd Camp im N.0C.? The
Russkies were erazy mot to accept that offer, weren't they?

No womder the Post went with the story. Or that Kesler, ia his lack of pride in his
sheoet, had Volume 26 opemed to CE 2952 when he phoned me the other might, the Hoover letier
that says the most diligemt FBI imvestigatiom disclosednot even as indirect LEO intel-
ligence comnection or political oms ith the Cubans of their frieads.

Kesler, by the way, is a syathetic wonld-be old-iime reporter who will do anything
for what ke considers a scoop. ‘s does mot give s dumm is he can get it printed and he
bas told me that im the past, He wants to do investigetive reporting., Remember the rotten
thing he did with “arper om RFK and what he yould mot use and the retraction the Post
would mot primt whem he obviously said what ,harpor could not have said?

On the face this is am umreasonmable, illogical story. Thers is mo way if it wers
legitimate that the Russians would mot have salid this at or shortly after the time of the
crime, when the world had cooled some, It would for them have eamded omce and for all the
US, particularly the CIA effort, tc make it look like the Russiams wers behind it, what
scared the hell out of LBJ, with CIA help-read Phillips.

Whether the CIA would have kept its silemce is mot as certaim but I ¢ ink it mmlikely,
Elven their »oliticsal interests of the time. There was also the great risk im mot telling
both the FBI and the Commission, certainly Johmsom. LBJ was worried about people thinking
ke was behind it. He and Ruesell hed a discussion alomg this lime. Russell told hinm sus—
pecions would mever end.

I do mot believe it is likely that this secret would have been kept. It is a fake,
ever if they come up with the intercest ia LHO's voice. Remeber, I have this cowered
several ways with the Cli~ with an all-inclusive request amd with a separate ome that I
then wrote further about whea CIA tried to igmore it, sayimg it was because I did not want
to wait until some time im the remote future whem they complete whatever they call a
 review of all their records. O imstead they mokkhs later lwak it to the wmcritical Post/

On which “esler tells me he ala;g,.ii— sovw assigned th the JFX story.

The first such leak comvimced me that the time is mow for filing for damages from
non-gompliance, I kmow the question is time., As it is with their destructiom that is
up=coming

These two lesks withia a fortmight should be of help before Greem amd Robinson, im
different ways. Pefore Robimson om the question of security classificatiom, obssrvance



and geauimeness; before Gresa on the probabilities of what she has dome to me, which we
can*t do that way dirvectly but cem inm terms of what the govermment does and its cost to
me and to the coualry.

This is one of the mors brazea propagenda operations. I feae thers is mo element of
the psress that will either say so or even look imto it. Mo was wewillisg for the Times
to do it with the sowcalled Hoover memo. That is, he 4id nmot see them doimg it whem I told
him there is such & story and how obvious it is and easy to get the proof,

It is fascimating that all this is leaked to the Post. Whether it has a special
position of the spooks thiak the Times will be more oritical I've mot stopped to thisk
about, That it happens after my fairly stromg complaint to Katy Grakam, one that a decemt
publisher would be asking some guestions a out, alse is interestiag because I've heard
from aome of them.

Sidebar: during the briadcast to Schmectady Monday might, to a show with a thought-
ful moderator, ke arramged it first so that Howard smd I ceuld talk duriag cammed com—
mercials and the mews and then so Bob Baltsman could joim us ssd ot bs aired, for about
10 minufes duriag the mews. Saltzman said that he and Howard Simoms, Post mamaging
editor, went to the same college at differemt times, that he had anm article iz the
alinni nagazise, that Simors resd it and invited kim down, The be repeated soom. When :
he got there be was ushed into the executive suite, mear of mext to “raham's office, inte
a faney confersuce room. All the eoditors were there to meet with him, I thisk he said frem
the morming to about ome. He did name som$. I recall Bradles and Simous. They have all
this interest and doa_t talk %o us? 4s I remember it Siltsman said he wrote adout computer—
ized information retrieval om the JFK assassimation and its possibilitiscs, what he has
proposed to the mew House committes. (I cautioned him about the past in the garbege~
piles of the mind om this.) '

1 eould conjecture eadlessly oz mbtive, oa what sousone hopes to accomplish by all
of this. The corrvelation with the nevw comzitiee can 1 be igmored. Neither leak sesams
desigmed to deter comtimuation of the commities. £t cam be argwed that either, more both,
will be powsrful reasom for the Houss continming the commitiee, In tura this mesns what
one ordinarily womld mot expect, that the spooks wsat the committes contimwed. I'm not
going inte msmmmimthtﬁtkthgwﬂmﬂd%m, later
Fauntroys in charge the spooks can use this once amd for all to cleanse themselvas, as
with sewer draimiags. I'm sayiang it because it is the fact, If slong the Schweiker lime,
whick msans ultimate spook exculmation,

1t hurdd o gxEN agency mow to confess that some umderlisg failed in his obligatioms.
I can gee CIA throwing Helms iato the meatgrinder, the FBI t:ose who were in Hoover's
disfavor.

I am saying thui both agencies have much to hide and this leads away from what they
wint to hide, There can, ultimately, be a follownp on this, back to sguars ome, that
LHO was irratiosal. Of courss ks had mo secrets snd thus could mot have made such a deal.

One can even gee that this could be aimed at detente smd reduced military expemdiiurves.

But it certaialy is aimed at the preseat aituation and it certaisly does establisk
damage to me with my FOIA re quests of both sgencies covering all and for lo dong having
besn entirely igenored,

I wrote the for before daylight, before the paper came, *t is here about 7.
I got it and sure emough (I've mot yet read it) there is Rom Kesler's by-lime om page 1.
I turmed the TV o %o pick the early mews up. I get CBS frem “sltimore mow that WTOP
tapes it and sires ti am hour later. Iswitched from chemusl to channel at the opemiag
and learmed that ABC has Ages live from Lomdom later im the hoyr, so I'll have to momitor
it for the comimg hour. The lead mews item from Washongitom oa CBS attributes this %o
Phillips via AP, with mention of the Post. So Ig guess instant analysis is still pessible.
ABC carried the item attributed to the Post omly. We'll see if sayone asks why Phillips
waited so long to speak out and how this fits his "Sefense™ of the Cli.



' A

FOIA again? you reslize that the CIA is supposed %o bave complied with my requests
about a year age,givisg ne what is supposed %o be a; the Hexico stuff, without any
record indicating say such thing and with much from "illips of an entirely different
sature, ose incosmistent with his silemce on this, ome iz whick kis azme is ia every
case masked. Nemenber uy references to the seript for a Sevea Pays fa ¥ovember? That ax

stuff, I thiak I gave you a set of those when I had them dwplicated. They beglm with the
smmber 1 in their original mwmbsriang system, now superceded, However, tiis is waat

they gave the Rockefsller Comaissien, so thers is a hell of a story ia that quide
separately ~ that the second Presidestial comumission had a1l these lsads ia the

area of its mendate and did mothing, ‘ ‘

Mk@mawithm”aunh@h}ﬁ;ﬂaﬂarmwmn&llwaly
pointed, antagomistic questioms desigmed to suggest to listeners that ke was a KGB or
other agent but mes ome guestion about tiis morming's p. 1 story vhea iis book, to which
they refer, ssys ke vas sssigned to Mexice City wiem in the CIi. Great reporting there, teo!

I've resd the Post story. There is muchk wromg with it. If I have time before the mail
with what else I want to do I'1l add i%, stherwise I'dd do that later and separately.

The AP did met see fit to imclude this story is its B wire from our local paper,
wiich gemsrally prints all it provides on this subject,

Fot 2 lesding news item on -ecomd half NBC's today Shpw. But they are having a
segment on how you camn determime you cat’s sanity. Cats belug mors importamt thaa
goversment, mevspapers and people in both.

Ko mention $u the 10 mimutes of mews that followed. It wound up with a repeat ox
tge Concorde from last evening's aet TV mews. ‘ ,‘

Lonnle, whe iz sbout %o be sased out - says today mey be his last « will watich for
wire copy to the degree ke is abis to. :

Ho time for full amalysis but sssumiag this is truthful, why wounld the CIA destroy
the tape and edit the tramsopipt if it had mo LHL comnection? Why would Kessler mot ask?

Way does he avoid saying that Thillips was statoon chief at the time of the

I recall mo suck tramscript iam the WC's files. Naybe it is atill withheld, Way
does Kewsler mot go iuto this? It would stremgithem his story because ke would fiwmd that
it is wikhheld at tie CIA's request. Probably with a claim to "aational security” er
*intelligence sources” after the fact of these imterceptions is ablic sad my FOIA
reguest for them. Long after,

Caly an irrational mas would have phomed the Russlan Eubagsy in advance with an
offer 1dke t is whes ke ocould have walked im, as he did, amd then have made the offer,
Maybe this accounts for the alleged destruction of the tape.

Kesaler asked me, whea he phoned, if I thought Duran could have been a CIA agent,

I said I 4id mot know but that the CIA'a offert to prevest the serious Mexican police
harrassment of her could be takea to indicte this. 7d that all her comsections were left,
Bis interview adds nothing to the public record. What it omits is dishonest~ told 1LHO

e was an sugny.of the vevolutiom, '

%ﬁﬁt&n iaitial wrong asme for LHD

By mention that the FBI was in om this ia MeCy from the first oz the assassination
itself, Its legal attacke was stationed in the secue statios, both iz USBubassy.

Iateresting that ke quotes Belia ia a Geliberste lie whea I $old him ia advence that
this was mot Belin's aves and asked if he kmew whose it was. He said Slawson. I added
Coleman and he maid yes. So he does mot imterview er quote either Coleman or Slawsosn and
quote Belin 4z 2 deliberate lie, As head of the.Rociefeller Commission Belin sav the CiA's
Mexico City cable sad related commmmications. e has simce asked the CIA for them, I have
ohat he has. So both ways he keows it is a lie "that the CIA did »mot tell the Warrea
Conmission of the report from an alleged witness to a meeting im Hexieco City betwsen
Oswald and Gahgm intelligesce agents." This is the "D" ot Alvarsdo garte story aad is in
the commission 8 files as it is in the CIA's rlease to Belin, men, and I'msure othsrs.

Schweiker-slso lied., This was out durimg the lifike of his subcommiitee, if the
alleged contents were mot. Hustily,



