
New York City's chief medical examiner uses drawings during testimony 
before the House Assassinations Committee. Dr. Michael Baden shows the 
path of the bullet through President Kennedy's skull. (UPI) 

Pathologists back report 
on Kennedy assassination 
By JIM ADAMS 

WASHINGTON (AP) -
Eight medical experts back-
ed the Warren Commission's 
conclusion that there was no 
conspiracy behind John F. 
Kennedy's assassination, as-
serting yesterday it was 
possible a single bullet pass-
ed through the president and 
struck John Connally. 

A ninth pathologist agreed 
with the others that Kennedy 
was shot from behind, but 
said he could not rule out the 
possibility that a second gun-
man other than Lee Harvey 
Oswald was involved. 

The dissenter, Dr. Cyril H. 
Wecht, said he could not sub-
scribe to the so-called "magic 
bullet" theory — that one bul-
let could have gone through 
Kennedy's neck and then 

struck Connally, critically 
wounding him. 

"Once you eliminate the 
single-bullet theory, you're in 
the area of two persons in-
volved," said Wecht. "You're 
in the area of conspiracy. 
You're in the area of coup d'e-
tat. And the government can-
not allow that conclusion." 

But Dr. Michael Baden, 
spokesman for the medical 
panel, told the committee 
that all nine experts agreed 
that Kennedy was shot with 
two bullets from behind — the 
second of which shattered his 
skull. 

Baden said all the experts 
except Wecht also agreed 
with the Warren Commis-
sion's conclusion that the first 
bullet, which passed through 
Kennedy's neck, could have 
traveled 'on to enter Connal-
ly's shoulder and wrist, set- 

tling in his thigh. 
Baden displayed Kennedy's 

black coat and still-bloody 
shirt; Connally's black suit 
and shirt, and photographs, 
drawings and X-rays to show 
the path both bullets took on 
Nov. 22, 1963, the day of the 
assassination. 

He said all nine experts 
agreed that the second bullet, 
which exploded Kennedy's 
skull, was fired from behind 
and above — where the com-
mission concluded that Os-
wald fired all shots from the 
Texas School Book Deposito-
ry. 

Baden, New York City's 
chief medical examiner, said 
the experts also agreed that 
the first bullet, which passed 
through the president's neck, 
came from behind, but could 
not tell whether it came from 
above or below. 


