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L
ast M

onday evening, D
r. K

evin C
ahill, G

overnor 
C

arey's special assistant for health affairs, w
as hav-

ing a chat in M
anhattan w

ith M
ayor K

och and re-
m

arked that he w
as im

pressed w
ith the w

ork of D
r. 

M
ichael B

aden, the city's acting C
hief M

edical E
x-

am
iner. D

r. C
ahill praised D

r. B
aden as "absolutely 

first rate,' he confirm
ed later. 

T
he M

ayor reportedly responded, "T
oo bad, be-

cause I've already m
ade the decision to fire him

." A
t 

a C
ity H

all press conference the next day, the M
ayor 

m
ade it public: T

he provisional appointm
ent of D

r. 
B

aden w
ould not be m

ade perm
anent and the city 

w
ould m

ove quickly to appoint another C
hief M

edical 
E

xam
iner. 

In the follow
ing days, the B

aden case becam
e 

about as clear-as a subplot in "I, C
laudius," w

ith 
m

any observers convinced that the ouster w
as part 

of a political arrangem
ent betw

een the M
ayor and 

M
anhattan D

istrict A
ttorney R

obert M
orgenthau. 

T
he M

ayor insists there is no deal. 
T

he ostensible reason for the ouster w
as criticism

 
contained in letters the M

ayor had received from
 M

r. 
M

orgenthau and D
r. R

einaldo A
. F

errer, the H
ealth 

C
om

m
issioner. T

he M
ayor had asked for evaluations 

from
 the city's five district attorneys, he said, so that  

he could decide if D
r. B

aden could have the post per-
m

anently. F
our of them

 had high praise for D
r. 

B
aden and backed the appointm

ent. B
ut M

r. M
or-

genthau said there w
as w

idespread "dissatisfaction" 
in his office about the w

ay D
r. B

aden ran things. A
nd 

D
r. F

errer, w
ho w

as not asked for criticism
 but 

volunteered it, agreed w
ith M

r. M
orgenthau that D

r. 
B

aden had not done a good job. 
A

ccording to one theory being discussed last w
eek, 

M
r. M

orgenthau's reservations about D
r. B

aden 
w

ere inspired by a desire to control the crim
inal jus-

tice system
 in N

ew
 Y

ork. T
hose w

ho advanced the 
theory said that Police C

om
m

issioner R
obert J. M

c-
G

uire supported the D
istrict A

ttorney, bur they also 
believed that M

r. M
orgenthau could not resist a pos-

sible opportunity to control the M
edical E

xam
iner, 

w
hose testim

ony on im
portant cases can spell suc-

cess or failure for a prosecutor. 
B

ut perhaps the m
ost serious allegation against 

D
r. B

aden w
as contained in D

r. F
etT

er's letter. It 
said that D

r. B
aden spoke at L

enox H
ill H

ospital on 
F

eb. 3 and presented "details not previously pre-
sented in such fashion so'as to indicate" that form

er 
G

overnor R
ockefeller "had died during sexual inter-

course." 
B

ut w
hen the hospital w

as questioned, it turned out 
that D

r. B
aden had been there on F

eb. 9, not F
eb. 3  

city arug program
s. 

A
fter D

r. H
elpern passed his 65th birthday, he no 

longer enjoyed the protection of C
ivil Service and he 

becam
e dependent on the approval of 'the M

ayor to 
reappoint him

 on a year-to-year basis. M
ayor L

ind-
say had becom

e concerned about the reporting of 
deaths related to drug abuse; in the M

edical E
x-

am
iner's office, there w

as grum
bling that D

r. H
eI-

pern had retreated from
 his earlier independence. 

B
ut he did not w

ant to retire and his w
ife, w

ho 
acted as his volunteer secretary, m

ade it clear she 
she did not w

ant him
 to. T

hen, he accused D
r. B

aden 
publicly of trying to discredit him

 by providing infor-
m

ation to T
he N

ew
 Y

ork T
im

es for articles critical of 
his office and other city agencies. D

r. B
aden said he 

w
as not the source for the articles. 
D

r. H
elpern finally did retire in D

ecem
ber 1973, at 

72. H
e died of cancer on A

pril 22,1977. 
T

he furor over w
ho w

ould succeed him
 and a de-

teriorating relationship betw
een D

r. B
aden and M

rs. 
H

elpern did not m
ake the succession easy or auspi-

cious, but it still does not totally explain the present 
conflicts. 

O
ne allegation against D

r. B
aden m

ade by D
r. 

F
errer w

as that he issued, prem
aturely and w

ithout 
sufficient data, a report on A

rthur M
iller, a black 

businessm
an from

 the C
row

n H
eights section of 

B
rooklyn w

ho w
as killed in June 1978 in an alterca• 

tion w
ith police. D

r. B
aden denies m

aking a prem
a 

tune report. T
his com

plaint, like the one regarding 
the alleged R

ockefeller statem
ent, presum

ably lx 
cam

e part of the m
osaic that caused M

ayor K
och t 

arrive at his decision. 
It is a far cry from

 the letter D
r. B

aden got fron 
the M

ayor less than a m
onth after M

r. M
iller's deatl 

In it, M
r. K

och acknow
ledged seeing D

r. B
aden's r' 

port on the death, and said, "It is excellent!" 

A
n A

utopsy on the D
ism

issal 
O

f the M
edical E

xam
iner 
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C
h

arges, C
ou

n
terch

arges an
d R

iddles S
u

rrou
n

d t e B
aden

 ase 

and that the m
inutes of the cO

nference show
ed no 

reference to M
r. R

ockefeller's death. M
oreover, D

r. 
C

ahill revealed that he had been present at that con-
feren

ce an
d
 alth

o
u
g
h
 h

e listen
ed

 clo
sely

 to
 D

r. 
B

aden, he said he heard nothing rem
otely like D

r. 
F

errer's allegation. 
D

r. F
errer refused to nam

e the source of his infor-
m

ation, saying through his spokesm
an that it w

ould 
b
e "u

n
eth

ical" b
ecau

se h
e m

ig
h
t b

e su
ed

 b
y
 D

r. 
B

aden. 
A

t his T
hursday press conference, the M

ayor said 
that just because som

e of the allegations m
ight be 

untrue, it w
ould not be enough to m

ake him
 re-evalu-

ate h
is d

ecisio
n

. H
e refu

sed
 to

 d
iscu

ss sp
ecific 

charges and said, "It is not only a question of the fac-
tual issues in the com

plaints. It is a question of judg-
m

ent, of tem
peram

ent." 
H

ere w
as the riddle. W

hy w
ould the M

ayor ignore 
the advice of four district attorneys and listen to only 
one? W

hy w
ould he skip lightly around the apparent 

factual errors in the allegations? T
he M

ayor w
as of-

fering no answ
ers. 

B
ut to som

e observers, the dynam
ics of the present 

controversy m
ay w

ell have their origins in the 1960's, 
during the tenure of D

r. B
aden's celebrated prede-

cessor, D
r. M

ilton H
elpern. D

r. B
aden had first m

et 
D

r. H
elpern in 1955, w

hen D
E

. B
aden w

as a m
edical 

student at N
ew

 Y
ork U

niversity and D
r. H

elpern w
as 

the m
ost fam

ous forensic pathologist in the country. 
In those days, D

r. H
elpern w

as regarded as greatly 
com

petent and com
pletely independent, calling his 

shots w
ithout regard for political consequences. 

In 1965, M
ichael B

aden started w
orking fulltim

e 
for D

r. H
elpern. T

heir m
utual adm

iration w
as such 

that the M
edical E

xam
iner perm

itted him
 to join in 

editing a textbook on legal m
edicine. 

B
y the late 1960's, how

ever, there w
ere the begin-

nings of a rift. D
r. H

elpern did not approve of the fact•  
that D

r. B
aden's w

ife, D
r. Judiarm

e D
ensen-G

erber, 
w

as ru
n
n
in

g
 a larg

e d
ru

g
-reh

ab
ilitatio

n
 p

ro
g
ram

 
and at tim

es w
as outspoken in criticism

 of state and 


