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"Path of B

1., By Jeremiah 0'Leary
: Wu...a Ron Sarro ",
Whshington Star Stalf Welters:

THe Hodse Assassinations Commi
toa’ wis told.today that a’panel of
:medical éxaminers’ and - engineers

-iwag, not able to mmz oint the précise
‘Afajectory of the bullet that kifled Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr..in Memphis,
Tenn., 10 years ago. ri T
. Dr. Michael Baden, chief medical
-examiner of New York City, today's
first witness in the King assassina-
tion __vg::mmr?a.,,.:>=<_m=.8wm g
limited.. It ; canpot  distinguish ' beé-
tween a trajectory flight.of from: two:
{o five degreds, o& anel'weht: to
Memphis. and, studjed the: distance
form, the Lorraine go”&rs:mg King
wa§ shot to'dealh 'to varlous:siteston

the Main Avenue area. . ' . .y
© "We examined buildings ‘ué.%@.
yards of 418 and 424 Main St. andj
with the erigincers, developéd traject
tory patterns to the balcony of the
Lorraine Motel balcony,'' - Badén
testified, vl b Mg S

‘The two: engineers, after taking
mefsurements; said-that.thé: trajec,
tory. from the setorid-floor bathroom,
‘where thé FBI contends James Earl
‘Hay-fired-<the . fatal-shot; sjm,.«oza

possiblé site.”. q Ho

. HE $AID A DUSHY Krea olitside
the building was one, tb five degréed
divergent from the bathroom-window
trajectory. mo,mﬁo the ‘impression
that the panél of expetts hired by the
committee was urable to: say with
?%E%. kctfy - Trom - wherd -thé
atal bullet was fired. ; ;

B

¢ A} the outset of the second %w om
the-heatings, committee counsel G.
Robert Blakey said, “From eyewlt-
ness accounts, there was disagree:
ment.over the point of origin of the

A " See PROBE, A7
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fatdl §hot and an analysis of Dr.
Francisco seemed to confirm the am-
biguities.” : »

Jr. Jerry T, Francisco is the medi-
cal examiner of Shelby . County,
Tenn., who performed the autopsy on
King on April 4, 1968, A

“The angle of trajectory and bullet

-track through the body, for example,

were not clearly delineated,” Blakey
told the committee chairman, Louis
Stokes, D-Ohio, and the panel.

“Hé¢ added that questions also arose
over -the pathological findings. For
that reason the committee assembled
the medical experts to study the
medical treatment, the autopsy and
reports, the trajectory of the «E:oﬁ
and if the damage to the civil rights
Jleader was what would normally be
expetted from 'a bullet of the type
recovered from his body.

BLAKEY SAID THE panel was
asked to discover what can be said
about the possibility that the origin of
the fatal gunshot was the second-
floor bathroom window in the room-
ing house opposite the balcony where
x_am was standing or whether it
could have been somewhere else. ...’
Y Baden smid “the medical’ panel
umnmg that E:w died of a single
high-velocity bu let wound, appar-
ently eliminating the possibility of
rumors that King may have been
shot twice [rom two separate loca-
tiong. He said the wouods were con.
siatent with the impact that would be
created by a .30-06 rifle, as was used
w: ?:m assassination, and a soft-nosed

ullet, : ; ,

.Rep. Stewart” D. McKinney, . R-
Conn,, asked 'the witness, ‘Can we
rute out that King was shot from
tloserup?’” . TR

"It had to be a rifle bullet and It
had to be from a distance of more
:E:. two or three feet,” Baden
replied. He added that the bullet

f

lod King Baftles Experts—

could fiot have beeh fired from the
courtyard of the Lorraine Motel
below the balcony where King was
standing.. " . O : st LA
. HE ALSO SAID the fatal shot could
not have been fired from anywhere to
King's left or from the Memphis fire-
house across the street if King, as the
panel believes, was standing upright
and - facing “the ‘courtyard looking
m:mrzwno his right;i o £ i
- But Baden gaid the panel could not
determine’ whether :the: bullet” waj
fired from the second :or the first
floor of thé Main Street boarding
house. or- from. what he called the
brushy knoll between the.two build-
ings. The evidence, he sald, is con-
sistent with a one-bullet concept. .-
. The witness said that discussions
with the attending physicians at St.
Joseph’s Hospital indicated that King
had only a faint pulse and electro-
cardiagram - activity when_he was
brought to the :omm:m_.. The civil
rights leader, he added, was totally
paralyzed, was unconscious, did not
say anything and was virtually dead

when doctors made- their om.on_ﬁ. to—

treat him; |« gl sie oo an ot
+ Baden said, “‘In no way could he
have been saved then or now with the
wounds he had received.”

* YESTERDAY THE REV. Ralph
David >g§m§w” long a top leuten,
ant to King in the civil rights.moveé-.
ment, testified for moré than an hour
about .the, assassination; then. went
before. telévision cameras :and
leveled a chargé he didn’t make be-
fore the committee, .~ ' 8%
“4I'm not shying James Earl Ray
pulled the trigger,” Abernathy Ewa
reporters afler, the hearing.
“Whoever did, 1 contend, had a{d &nd
assistance to get out of Memphlis and
that could only be from the Memphis

the FBI.

police, m:o:é County (sheriffs) and .

P RS

“asked b

“] have fio proof of thi8 except that -
no one could have made the trip lo
Birmingham (Ray actually went to
Atlanta), Canada and England . ...
without'some aid,"” said Abernathy. .
©“If it was-a plot it would have
gtarted with economic powers be-
cause King was for the redistribution’
of £mm=?mr5 they never would have
gtooped to pull the trigger them-
gelves, they would have used a racist
for that.” .. ¢ L |
- Abernathy’s statement provided no:
dramatic new evidence in the case.
At best, he acknowledged, it was just
his opinion. - 2 gt :

" IN THE HEARING he had made

¢lear that both he and King shared a
deep distrust for police and particu-
larly the FBI. L .
! Among no::m Abernathy made:

¢ Although he was with King when he
was murdered, he has never been
either the Memphis police
or the FBI to m:,oi% any first-hand
details of the slaying. *I don’t think I
have ever been questioned by the po-
lice,” Abernathy said. o
‘¢ King and Abernathy shared a deep
distrust of Southern policemen, white:
policemen, the FBI and the CIA. ¥ |
' Abernathy said that in the days be-
fore he was killed King was nervous
and depressed, Abernathy attributed
thig in patt to violence that broké 6t
in a march King had led a week be-
fore his death in support of striking
Memphis sanitation workers.

- Abernathy said the violence in the
march was caused by a anoc of
black youths known as the Invaders,
that one of them was the youth killed
in the march, and that they came to
King both to apologize and offer him
their protection. o oy
+~ABERNATHY SAID someone
wanted to put three or four of the
Invaders on King's stalf in body-
guard roles, but King said he wanted
no one near him who was committed
to violence, . _ ¥



“We discovered later that some of
these young Invaders were being
mig by the FBI to discredit the

outhern Christian Leadership Con-
ference,”” Abernathy said. i v

Abernathy said it was not known at
the time that the Invaders had taken
rooms at the Lorraine Motel, where
King spént the last hours of his life.

“We insisted that Dr, King not see
the Invaders because they were vio-
lent with Ambassador (Andrew)
Young and he had to be rescued when
they tried to mﬁ money from hjm,"
Abernathy said. _ ,

Underscoring his contempt for the
FBI, Abernathy recalled that FBI
Director J. Edgar Hoover had called
Esw;:m most notorious liar,”” that
the FBI had bugged his hotel rooms
and allegedly sent a tape to his wife,
Coretta  Scott King, indicating ex-

tramarital sexual activities.. - ¥

“Let’'s not turn this into a trial of
the FBI," interjected Rep. Samuel L.
Devine, R-Ohio, a former FBJ agent
who is top-ranking Republican on the
committee. . L

Ray, who is serving 99 years as the
confessed killer of King, 1s scheduled
Lo testify tomorrow, o ®
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10 years ago. Released 8?« by the House Assassina-
A ;

This Is a v_sgmz_w__ of the jacket worn by Dr. Martin'
| tiong Commlttee, It shows the lapel-area bullethole.

Luther King Jr., when be was shot to death In Memphis
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