1/19/71

Eg. Patricis ¥, Orr
Selsct Comnittee on Assassinations

Bosn 3341 Heuse Office Bldg. imnex Ne, 2

Bashingten, D.C. 20515

Dear Mé. Orr,

80 Jong age that it no lenger fervavis meil anitematically the pest effice remusbered
the rural reuts en whick we live, Hewever, your letier of twe days age has just come,l
- respend immediately,

Befors your cemnittes was censtituted Rick Feensy y phenad me for other purpeses. le
then teld me of the plan for a staff of 170. My instaat vesctisn was that tids was the best
way for s comnittes not to knev what was geing om, what it hed, sud to lese fteelf fa
other ways intermally.

Imhtminwfﬁthgmmﬁ‘nyfmdﬁ&. If you had knowa what was
hymfihs.“mm-nmuttmﬁnmw-mmhuﬂﬁu,
mxmtuthnmm‘m.mammm»tmﬁthmyﬂhﬁoiﬁw
inmazm&mtutnwnhmqumMﬂmuawrw
'wmﬁm-mm:scmxmutmanﬁﬁn.Imm«wam
dsparture. I%ﬁiutmhﬁmﬁmﬁﬁtmmgﬁmmhﬁuﬁ&
House ané msmmmmmmum:mﬁmrmmma
mdortesk te defend but I fisd can net be either sxcused or telernied,

mm&uamrmzmma:mntmmﬂmmmu
=ore cemprohonsibls s yeu and the comsittes and in my own files smd the avohive I

It is ay veceliectien that we med iz the office sutside Dick's abeut 2 p.n. Nevember
gt?wm%mmmmmnammm.mmmwm
cosnitise’'s rush to juigement, an imcorrect judgesent, Joinet in by Oger and Rep, Genzales,
whether or net trus this kas asthing te do with what I write I weuld welcems a statsment
fm:ufarutﬂumtthﬂhumum;ﬁn%hrhﬂmmﬂymw
interpret your r spensership,

‘mun&!;wmmtmmumynmhumm.mm
[thet 38, 4o other than cellect a few ﬂm} relavant to either assassination, yeu
mmsﬁnhﬂmﬁnwm&mmtVuZﬁiuhmm&mluvnlt
sppreciate hearing about it.”

Tos, I have deme sther work relevant to an investigatien of ihe assassinations of
Fresident Xsunedy amd Yr, King. I use this rather then yeur fermulstios becauss ia four
mzmwmﬁﬂm“yﬂrmmhwmmtim
werds, whother or jot I am correct in beliovatthat we met and did talk, sddvesses whethsr
wmxmmmﬁiawhtihliwmmﬁncrntmgaﬂchummw
gating and whether sr net yeu slready have ms mesningful isternal communication, While
you may wet like this I wugeest you cam fimé it censtructive,

Your coxmittes has the reseurees of the “lvrary sf “emgress availsble te it. The
uatpﬁmﬁmsﬂﬁnmmmmmtlmhthﬁuimfuthm
Nnia.m%uii%m-huﬁmmmmamﬂthm
official explanstien of the killing of Dr, King,

, thmxafarnfmswfhmlmtwm&m»h%ﬁm%mﬁ&
L kmow twe wembers of your staff, dmex ofar as X know whe is en your staff. Both ave
#2 your ressarch staff, I met Demovan when he was assiguned to anether Heuse cemxities.

-~



Eﬁhﬂumm.Imkﬂnm&nMsnfmmy that you h ave ail
%mﬁmmwmwmﬁcﬁﬁiatmmiyimmm‘bﬁchhﬁ
isternal cemmunica tien betwsen Dick:mnd whatsver his Special issistent way be.

If they did et know whai you ask, and they sud sthers ds, whea ) s xywsyy
memmhrchﬁ&hmh%thﬁﬁsfmmﬂtnwtfma‘thn.
If research dees net imclwde comsulting xaterials listing resesrch seurces tsat are

vailable and if this is fereign to wh tover is iaveatizating to your cemaittes ithes
our Fr, Brans sbtaized all the copiss of ay FraseeUp Jis Lesar b #d ia Vashingten, Your
hwfhﬁam:ﬁunwﬂm«ﬂiﬂmmamttam here and
#btain ceples because that weuld be faster thas mail,] believe she sald she is er your
research staff, '

S from countless intersal seurces and the minimal comsulistion with the “Lbrary
of Congress you sheuls have learmed in four meaths that T wrets an entire beok ez the
s@m:dnﬁﬁemummmﬁmm:m, ny third, in evier of
appearsaes rathsr then of writing, wes sut abeut Fay 1567, well befere mest of the besks
or this subject, _

in four nenths neither the staff director, theman in charge, mer his special
assistant, have tieubled ithomselves the little it weuld have tsken te be aware of ihe
basic literature sm the subjset they are, suppesedly invesiigating.

And with tals cemcept, this kismd of performance, you esa justify a request fer
the largest appyPpriation in Geagressiemal histery?

You olearly are met fasiliar with my werk se te mske what follews mere csuprebensible
: Ajyhass the cenclusien te the firat en the JFK sssassinaties, my first: that the
expected job had net been deme and mist be, eatirely in public and preferably by Cengrems.

When minc was $he first beok te ask for a Cengrossisasl investigation I hepe you can
appreciate how I feel in repeating and enphasizing that I cennst in geod cemscience have

axything {e do with your ceamittee.

The emphasis $s teday's, previde by Comgresssan Gensales and Jack Asdefwen on ABC
and in the Anderse: csluns, which I have nst yot read. Ny wife has. She tells me that
what I publichod years sgo eni ie inoluded La becks your cosnittes has perchesed is mew
the sarth~shaldag excluaive disceveries of ysur cemmittes. I rogard this kind of inpesiftion
on Aadersan, whese course is quite comeistent with currying faver ia deturs for leaks
American peeple ani this kind of Gecoeptien of and defasation of the fouss as mnoenscienable,
Mmr,Xmmﬁm%tntmhnmﬂaﬁrﬂgw,ﬂmmminw
& neubor of your staff whe #id disouss this with me,

Whea I vesd the indersex eolmmm if further cowment ie called for T will sake it. OF
teday's TV premeties, part of a campaigs te make other ¥ham an sutheritarian eut sf Diok
Sprague and te blackjack am apprepristien eut of the Henee, I will make threc comments, If
mmmim:ﬁyhm&o&ﬂﬁ;m

I 3xx have never mot Congrossman Edwaris. I regard the atback e» him befere a
zatienwide TV auiience as a wretched business particularly because the Members of yeur
cemmittec includes a fermer FEI agent, Congreseman Edwxris' appareat sin, and ethers whe
from their previous mewbership su the Unimerican cemsittee had ihe clesest and mest dubious
asssclatien, in sy view, with the ¥BI, As'my concept of Americauism cause me te oppese
the Unimericanms' cemcspt of gwilt by asssciation, I oppese it whea it is aprlied te
“ingressman Biwards. Besides, although he failed in his effert because he depsnded on these
he believed he cpuld trust and did met kmow they were net kmmxk trustworthy, particularly
Fark Lane, mg:hﬁ-hﬁm-mﬂaﬁngmmw“t, his publie
hearing did met impreve the FBI's image. And the same m:m.mﬁmmuah
public witheut = demial that Dieck Sprague owes his jeb te “ame, led yeur unguestioning
comnitios ints anether iatersstiensl dsception and ripeff #f the public sind,




This sese abused nstionwide sudiesce was teld that these whe eppese Dick and the
connitiee’s request for $6.58811ien dellars are a "metley erew” and that these reperters
whe teo my knovledge bave wriitem enly with accuracy sbeut his past recerd eagaged in
what Congressman Gensalez described as "seme hatchet jebs dredge up ea Mr. Spragwe.”

I bave hear Mp, Sprague iz what sprears te be his chief functien, public sppexrances,
held forth sm the function of reporters. It is te say enly what he wants sald. Anything
else is irvespsmsible, This may be his cencept of imerican journalism. it is net mine.
I'n sueprissl that Jr. Gonzales, whe is eld cneugh te remsuber "Sieg Heil!™ weuld say
what be did. In any event, altheugh I have dewe mothisg ia public, I s eae of this
Baotley orew,” probably its charisr member.

Congresssas Bdwaris' membership appears to stem frem his sppesitisn to the House
bechming the practitiener ef the werst vices of the CIA and FBI asd the axcesses wn-
fertusately s¢ cesuem in pelice departments. Ho oppesed the use of electrenic devices
in clandestine surveillance, a matier reflected with less then fhiwkiiy fidelity ik
in yeur flack's lotter in teday's Pest. Congressaan Bdwards' objectiens were clear
enough to me in the reperting of them. He wants the House e respect Comstitutiemal
sad imevicen ¥ights. Feng before yowr apprepriatisn demands were public and with them 2
breakdwen of sxpenditures I wrete Dick em exactly this peint but met abeut this greasy
mMﬁ&;mm.ﬁthmvwnmfunmum

de with the cenuittes whese first expement I was cams fres its repeated achim evert

o d

sné intonded vielation of these rights., After he becsne aware of my initial peetest
Dick wrote me that he agreed, as I recall his words, "tetally and cempletely.” What
bether ressen esuld he have hadé for persistimg in them and exteniing them iate the

ny shppert befere the “ules committee. The vecord of jour cemmittes to date persusies
o that the best way I can spend what tise i have left is is making as full and ss
asccurate a receni of thess tragic ovents and their censequsuces as I can se I will met
ask t5 be beard by the Bulen comsittes. Wers I te be thers is net ene faverable thing I
ummm&;mmmt.uth1.v¢umzm¢mmtmtm
coniiiitee snd then the Houme wore deceived, mislead and in ether ways hai their trust
inposed §3 upfen and what is wet yot public, the cemmercislizatien ef 1%,

Your apecifio request has to de with phetegraphs. Cen 4 help you on this. I osa and
1 refuse %o, There is ne pever thai can compel me to ceopsrate with your commities even
mmﬁnmm:aminnnmhruﬁmmmmﬁam.ﬁm
comxitton elects to challenge me on wy refusal, as I de met for a sinute believe it will,
I will give yeu basis fer ike ,

I sa yespensible for the pursult of such pictwrd® by asether Richard Sprague, a fime
persen whe has in my epimien becsme & madusm en this subject. I epensd up his original
smxm%lumwmfamat&mm‘amm%mw
wers deceived over. I have dome siher work ea pictures ané I have sems I will net give
you, seme these sthers de met bave, I cen lead you %o ether pictures and I will met. I
can tell yeu where others ave seguestored awi I will met. I will met, umder any cireous-
stance or facei with any penalty, e parly te any further deceptisn of thé pesple or
the Cgngress that is in aay way related ie these terrible tragedies. “eu should wader-
stand ny view: that they alss represent the deepest subversiem of my cemcept of represenia-
tive seciety, I ma met 3ew and I mever have bDeem in the pursuit of a whedumit and the
first time anyene cesanlted me for Cengressman Dowsing I maie clear my belisf that the
House has no right te emgage in such an adventars. .

Hsviag referred e your calling Gredem before the committee last September im
fa&mx%h&nlﬂimtIaarﬁnﬂtfﬁshtﬂﬁmauﬁdthqmgeﬁ




aﬁutinlymifmImmaimsﬁfomhmmﬁuufmwgh.
SyﬂfnuiXmmwmhttﬁamavmﬁﬂh«ﬁﬁlemu.Imui
Iumw'ﬁﬁhicﬁtﬂm;sdutmum@&mrfﬁmﬁnii&u
originally for me, in comsultation with me and seme of it at ay request, ’

Separate frem this is his interpretations of the £ilz and his gualifications te
offor interprotations, Tids iavelves the childish cexcept of your Gemeitbes P

two levels, staff ami Khabers, that this £ilm is a thing wnte 13s01f, especially ia
mmnhua.xmuunmasfmafmmwummﬂum‘a. and

I an aware of a mumber besides its presentatisn to your cenmittes, because 31l vere made
for pelitifal purpeses aad witheut the poBsibility of cemsamication of its yesl evidence,

Thome whe impesed on ir, Gredea's sincerity amd breught this abeut have ceumercialiged
this already, I waderstand in siz figures.

Im.mgmﬁhﬂmyhmmithgm‘hhcmphdﬁsmﬂ
mﬁim%&:m&minnuhmmamth;&acmﬂnwhtzam
28 at best a deceptien and an exauple of prefessiemal incenpetemce, the werkings of &
committos not worthy of suppert, v

I s net sa »thishyeuw;iefart@ﬁrﬂM.Rﬂinﬁiﬂk‘:eﬂlhn
they day of the Hy umm“ﬁnmfmtﬁu.mmuwpmrmmz
recall I was asked for what I regaris as a oper beginuing for this comsd ttee. When
M,uﬁiu‘tf&thﬁnﬁﬁanGehbcrmmﬂuwnhhmmwiﬁmempﬁn
on which he ssld he reserved Judgesent Dick agreed with my recemmsadatiens, The word that
mhﬁkh_mtmrvmm&mhgwmhmtwmm
wa.‘mnmtomunwemm*.mmmmmmmmv
indications avsilable te me.

If you cheBe to misread this 38 seme fareut oge iwvelvepmat it maliew ne differsace
%o 9. The realities are that ia 211 thege years 1 have beon witheut asmy regular incene,
that I de sell beoks, which previde By incena, that any sttention to me helps pell beeks'
- and thus helps my inceme, and that I anm mﬁrm deliberately rejecting what
can stiract attention to me and %o my work, what can’sell boeks,

Iz each of the secasions en which I was asiked ¥o put recesmesdations in writing my
altvation required that L de it off the tep of the head, witheut Bime te thimic it threugh
crhvwithmm.iawthtumnm.lmmm%‘
and that thi;s.n}.ﬁiﬁxyufmhhmtﬂwt&gﬁﬁﬁiﬂiumnth
%M%ﬁﬂ%m&tﬁu%cemﬁ&%imﬁmtmis;nﬁaagx
weuld not de teo help it, regardless of the persemal cest te ue, Barliier I had denenstrated
wy goed faith in this te “engressman Jswmlng’s staff by showing them copies of what it had
cont me much te obtain and sffering it to then prier %o my later publication of it. This
includes what I regard as ossential te any maderstanding of the Zapruder fils, which was
m&husﬂmmwrhﬁnym&uum 1% alse inclwies ether pictures,
iscluding seme that frem my kaevledge ani experience are essential in any conmidersiion
of the mea ing of the Zapruder file, Or ethers, like these of Huchmere and Nix,

m&m,mdmamph. is om your ptaff, pe keews of this.

Xumunﬁick.m1utm¢nma;na}mmﬁumvmm&m
ealled to the phene Ostober 20, I:thnuhikt&f&rvhtwmm
Mymﬁitrthe%hiﬁmﬁﬁuuﬂ%m%ei&ﬁa,&m
effended, showed it and asked me why. I old Mis whatft new repeat, that itmw was 2 fake
ead that at some peint the House and tils committes aight be attecked for it, se I wanted
to imow what repressatations bad deen made in srier te be of future help if my belp were
te be asked, His offense centinues. 1 have met received s copy of it. I alge have ugie
8o other affert te ebiain ity But I have ne hestitemcy ia stating that beth of the major
representatiens usade teo the ules comaittee as they relate te the JFK and the King assas-
sinations are fravdulent and have beem commevcisnlized since them successfully by beth of



those whe deceived these Feabers uud threugh them the Louse snd threugh ihe Lsuse the
people. That the Fssibers were s, sasily deceived degs met in my opimien, qualify them
to conduct an iavestigatien. :

.  Rebert Eerrew's Betraysl is a fraud. It is te say much less than 1 can to say that

engressman Dewning leaned himself s a comwercializatier of the paperback reprint by
$he corporstion that has paid an imcredible sum in advamece fer Richard Hizen's selfs
justificatien, Warser, this cerperatiens, d¢istributed ceopies of "msnu[ Dewning's
glowiag endorgement of this fraud by eme I beliege is & cemvicted felen to further
_commercisl’f great tragedy, the fouse and the agemyunef the peeple.

Pretty much the same is trus ef Delegate “suntrey sni his uscritical use of Mark
jsme’s cexbination of incempetent thefvery sad gressly defszatery imprevisatiom upen it
in the King assapsization. leme kas beem all ever the nedia beasting sbeut this, with
Dolegate Famnirey's sysusxiytaunse spsistance iz what is sisultanseusly an entirsly wa-
justified defamstion of the Fil and a» excmlpstien of it for tue actualities that are
its reaspensibility.

In fairnes: ts fermer "Ws&u Lowning and “slegate Faustrey smd se you can
furtker undsrstand my pefusal te have any present cemnectien with your cessittee I mete
Congresaman Conzales' Soiwess to a rottea and ubterly irrespemsible preject by the
self-gtyled gurbelegist Ai.J.Webermsn, a beck titled Coup 4'Bigt in America.if there
h a3 been more excessive ebscemity ea this subject that that by tids garbelegist I an
uasware of 1t.

Waile Cengresssan Devime, s former FBI agemt, has net te my knevwledge endorsed amy
of this kind of peavenging snd thereby iuwvelved the “ouse im it, he was part of s MeCarthy-
tybe eperstion im cellaberatien with ewr ealy suks unslected President during the days
of the Warres Yemnissien, Because this sattcr is meu befere the courts and because I am
the pleintiff I say me mere them that I believe he hxk has a cenfliet of intersst, Well,
1 guss: I can sdd that the osllsboraters in that endeaver that te Tw is net iz accerd with
respected and traditisnal imsrican beliefs imcludes these whe were part of ihe recesmt asd
suocessful osmpeign agsianat Theeders Sersasen.

There sre other reasens vhy I will huve mething to do with your comsittes if it is
centinued as it is now constituied asad why I will met give it snythiang mers, net oven
what is public demain, Ome is that it dees met keep ils werd er meet it ebligatiens.
Another is its career onf leaking snid leaking the irrespemsible smd umtrue. Still amether
is thet it begims with these censhusions that can preperly be arrived at enly after an
investigation, a real investigatisn, met loaks te {mk bndorpen and ethers, Thuose ave
ast all but sbeut these I will be specifie. " .

= - -

I have been {mx Barl Ray's iuvestigater. This impeses obligatiens on mp that * must
meot, I conld met'have been mére explicit sbeut Ehis then I was with Dick Sprague aud
sthers of your staff. CBS onoe presested a cunflict of interest te me en this ssd when I
had a beok te promete se I ceuld sell it I refused prine~time ¥V stteation becanse there
was me other way I conld reselve that cemflict of imterests I leamed certain of uy recerds,
my werk producd and my persesal preperty, te ysur cemsiites with the waderstanding that
the use of it would be restricted le these of iue gtafi wiho had need of it and and that
4% would met be maide svailade o etkers amd wou.d met lsave your of:ices. When I was
finally able te recever it eme of wy originals was miscing and 1 was foxumxd assured
that » therough shakias dewa of your sfices éid net disclese it. Later I was msiled &
gerex of i that I still have in the osmmittes savelope in which it was maleed to me,

That yerox was unstapled on mere than ene oocasien. The sest obvieus explamatien ves
for the naking of mere xcrexes. Yot I had baen assured of Mﬁ'ﬁtﬂlﬁﬁ W&ﬁﬁ
Dick Spraguse’s persensl assurances.



On the leaking ani the prejudgement Jack iudersem serves as an iliustradien of beth,
It alse illustrates what I do not go inte, the use of sempntics te deceive., There was
the pre<Chrigimas lesk of the allegation that James Earl Ray, desoribed as the King assassi-
nation and peiaties: witheut this being trwe, bai a meotilz with a conceaspirater ia
Portugal. This pefers sny iuvestigation? This as part of as wabidden cawpaign te blacke
sail the Congress and te misuse the dlack Members of the Comgress?

Tils when secmany of yeur pecple kanow I have beem “ay's iavestigater and yeu have
not even bothered te msic me if it is within yoasem er pessibility’ Tais when I have
intreduced Dick te Ray's lawyer? ind sebedy has asked him if within'his knewleige this
is possible or reasenable? Vs this you stake the integrity of the House? '

Fretey such im the came is true of yeur Hexican fandamgo to the tunme of the
speska your have te iavestigate and whe have already ringed your mess, Ituis a
lively rhytam.

But if Ray and Osvald are the agsassins, explicit ami fnbsrent in these adventures,
uhat is the meed for $6.5 millien? Why with these yrecencpetiens this kind of suppesed
Zad with the ebligation I bear Ray ysu ask me te have any asseciatien with you?

Ho way!

‘fmtukrywrktfuwhut:uhmulaﬂym“lnt'mdiﬁ?mmi

m"utloymv‘wmahlummmmﬁ‘nmfarmnkmhﬁcu
basie imetitutions, of which the Housc iz sne.

Whatever may be in the minds of im sthers, }ike careeriam or prier friendships,
is met in ay sdnd. I an much {po cescormed about what these assas=instions asd the
subsequent malfunctiening of our basie institulions have dome to us and sur systen of
secicty %o lend mysclf in any way te what in its better memonis is the utter irres-
pouibility of your commitiee, .

Se I refuse yeu, totally, If you are sx coutinued ani you subpoema ms, which I de
net for a mimwet think Dick er any others will dare, my pesitien will be the same,

sh“”l’,

Hareld Weisberg



