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 c
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 p
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p
lease k

in
d
ly

 step
 o

ff th
e b

u
s." 

O
sw

ald
, still o

n
ly

 h
alf aw

ak
e, started

 to
 o

b
ject, an

d
 th

e 

im
m

igration official said flatly, "S
enor, either get off the bus 

or w
e w

ill take you off the bus." 
O

sw
ald

 w
as n

ear p
an

ic as h
e step

p
ed

 in
to

 th
e street an

d
 

stood w
aiting for the im

m
igration m

an to finish checking the 

balance of the T
ourist C

ards. F
inally the official left the bus 

and said, "C
om

e w
ith m

e, senor." 
"W

hat seem
s to be the trouble?" L

ee asked. 

"It's very sim
ple, senor," w

as the reply. "Y
our T

ourist C
ard 

does not m
atch the m

anifest sheet. Y
ou're M

r. H
. 0. L

ee, no? 
O

r, are you M
r. L

ee O
sw

ald?" 
"O

h," L
ee said, "I'm

 sure I can explain." 
"E

xplain it to m
y superior," said the official. 

A
s O

sw
ald follow

ed him
 into the custom

s building he realized 

how
 the m

istake had been m
ade. T

he tourist agent w
ho had 

m
ade up the reservation had m

istaken his first nam
e as his last. 

A
fter a lengthy discussion, the im

m
igration officials acknow

l-

edged the sim
ple error and L

ee w
as allow

ed to reboard the bus. 

H
e w

ould have been m
ore upset if he had know

n that the sim
-

ple m
istake had been deliberate. T

he M
exican officials w

ould 

n
o
w

 read
ily

 rem
em

b
er h

im
 recro

ssin
g
 th

e b
o
rd

er in
to

 th
e 

U
.S

. T
h
e reco

rd
s w

o
u
ld

 sh
o
w

 th
at O

sw
ald

 h
ad

 b
een

 in
 

M
exico and had visited tw

o em
bassies in an effort to defect 

to C
uba. 

A
t 1

:3
5
 A

.M
., 

th
e T

ran
sp

o
rte d

el N
o
rte b

u
s cro

ssed
 th

e 

in
tern

atio
n
al b

rid
g
e in

to
 T

ex
as. A

fter a d
ep

ressin
g
 h

o
u
r in

 

hot, barren, dusty L
aredo, he boarded a

 G
reyhound bus for 

D
allas, arriving there eleven and one-half hours later. It w

as 
now

 2:30 P.M
. on O

ctober 3. 

A
t alm

ost the sam
e hour the first carload of B

anister's m
en 

arrived in D
allas from

 N
ew

 O
rleans. F

or their headquarters, 

R
uby had rented a house at 3128 H

arlandale A
venue in the 

O
ak

 C
liff sectio

n
 o

f D
allas, ju

st tw
o
 m

iles fro
m

 h
is o

w
n
 

apartm
ent. T

hey had just seven w
eeks to plan, prepare, and 

execute the crim
e of the century. 

G
uy B

anister had w
asted no tim

e in im
plem

enting the opera- 

1
4
7
 

tion after getting the go-ahead, and if he entertained any doubts 

about its necessity they w
ere dispelled by a subsequent call 

from
 C

lay Shaw
. 

"D
id you ever hear of L

ou B
erlanti?" S

haw
 had asked. "B

er- 

lanti from
 M

iam
i?" 

"D
o
 y

o
u
 m

ean
 th

e in
tern

atio
n
al real estate ty

co
o
n
 an

d
 

industrial developer?" 
"T

h
at's th

e m
an

." 
"S

u
re. H

e w
as k

illed
 last m

o
n
th

 w
h
en

 h
is p

lan
e b

lew
 u

p
 

over L
ake O

keechobee. W
hat about him

?" 
"W

ell. I h
eard

 a rep
o
rt to

d
ay

 ab
o
u
t th

at in
cid

en
t th

at 

could have a direct bearing on us." 
"O

h? In w
hat w

ay?" 
"D

id you know
 that B

erlanti w
as one of the largest backers 

of K
ohly's U

nited O
rganizations, and that he w

as carrying a 

large am
ount of currency and negotiable securities in the plane?" 

"H
ell, no! W

as the m
oney for K

ohly?" 
"A

pparently, yes. M
y inform

ation is that B
erlanti w

as on his 

w
ay to W

ashington to deliver it to K
ohly, although a specific 

req
u
est h

ad
 b

een
 m

ad
e to

 h
im

 b
y
 th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se n

o
t to

 

provide K
ohly w

ith any funds." 
"H

ow
 m

uch dough w
as involved?" 

"I'm
 told he w

as carrying ten m
illion in cash." 

B
anister w

histled. "W
ow

! T
en m

illion?" 
"T

en
 m

illio
n
, p

lu
s an

o
th

er tw
en

ty
 m

illio
n
 in

 D
o
m

in
ican

 

bonds." 
"M

y G
od, that really could have set K

ohly's underground 

up to do som
ething effective. W

hat w
as B

erlanti doing over 

L
ake O

keechobee?" 
"T

hat I can't answ
er," S

haw
 said. "T

here's talk he w
as stop- 

ping at T
am

pa. T
hat could have taken him

 over the lake." 
"W

ell, it's dam
ned unfortunate for B

erlanti, and for K
ohly, 

too. B
ut w

hat's it got to do w
ith us?" 

"Just this. T
he general im

pression is that C
astroites w

ere 

responsible for the crash, but I just discovered that the plane 

B
erlanti w

as using w
as one of those w

e had rigged." 

"Y
ou m

ean you think som
ebody activated an explosive charge 

th
at w

e h
ad

 p
u
t in

?" 


