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Mr. Les Whittan 12/24/76
1401 16 St., Wi
ﬁ&s&.. Dle 20935

Dear bes,

Ypod friend, sometimes wise eme, I'm sorry to be so late with my Xmas present.
1t can'$ veach you in any form until after tomorrow. But I'm sure youy appreciate the
3?&!&*-

This morning's column provided the reminder,

&

4nd 4% really isn t personal, as you will see. Swelled with the season my heart
send it for you all, ° '

I em ghving you what I've just invented. Not the Peter Principle or Cateh~22
or anything simple like them.

fepa, it is Anderson's law:

"If ya gotta source and yo gotis leak ya don ¢ need a head or a mind,"

Now if you really ldke i% I have a student friend who recently send me a nicely-
lettered quotation from Bemund Burke:

"A11 that is necessary for the forces of evil to win in the world i# for enough
good men to do nothing.”

¥ould you Iike it lstiered suitable fer wall mounting?

The colusn "reports” that Youse "investigators reported this startling develomment
emﬁdmwummmmmummamruﬁmmeammy
might mot live by 4nderson’s Law!™What was this great scoop? Ray"@ot as far as Portugal,
where he received 'further instructions® from a secret conspirater.” :

Well, you sure have selved ons of the mystezies, how come Ray 4id not have enough
money to get %o Africa and instead went back to London because he was almost broke,
Naturally a co-conspivator with whom he met would see to it that he was broke, What
other way could spell success for » conspiracy?

4nd this is bow he "was finally tracked down.” Don't take that beagle when you
want yeal rabbits,.

1 like ibe fine impartiality of the lead: WHouse investigaters have uncovered #ramatic
nev evidenee that the convicted killer of Dr. Martin Luther King, 9r. may not have acted
alons(® The FBI will like this and your sourced there will not be offended. Lene and
Walter Fauntroy will like it because it fits their scenaric that Ray and the FBI combined.
Sprague will like it so you cen be leaked more because he has already teld the comuitiee
it ean solve that orime because the killer is aliva. :

Too bad your investigators or leskers did not let you know sbout the staffer whe
bad been in charge of the “ing part, the one who got nasty with me right off and with
whom I had to tangle, in private, of course, ™ msunmthamttmhgimfn
fered its first departure. If you want to know what he eensidered invegtigating, what he
palled on the committes, send one of your interns up. I won't be mble to help with the
¢olumn's line that Ray is the killer, with or without a conspiracy. I wonft be sblw to
help Sark with the stunt he is notup to, baving Den Freed meke a movie called The Investi-
gator, with Mark the here for having proven that the F¥I, through Hollemsn, got Ray to
kill Kinge(You'll love the story of how he Kojaked in to see “olleman when we see each
other again,) In faot I won't be able to help you, mikoh as I'd like to because I can'i
get in under Andersen's law.

The one thing I can do and as & friend I do do i# caution you against the kind of
overt propaganda that this morning's eolumm is on this subject. Kgep the eggs for the



the belly and the bullshit for the baynyard or you, collectively, will have both all
over your faces. 1 mean before very long.

Jack has his hangups and they are centrolling. Faybe you sll fear trying to save
him fron them. But what happened to that other Maxk maxim, Whitten's Advice to Interns,
for then io check assessinations facte with me? You have never found me wrong.

Bot only have you pulled 3his becboo with the Xing assessination but you get back
into what you once were almost commed on, the CIA's gadgetry with Oswald in Mexico. That .
is played atraight in this column, too. }

"Ogwald®s comversations, according to pur scurges, were mbuitored by the Sentral
Intelligence Agency.”

What sources you 4o have! Can't be my long@overdue FOIA request for all of that or
the CIA's sfforts to-talk me out of it. Can't be the Paltinore News-American or the
Hew York Times, both of which carried that story last ysar.Cen itk be "Richavrd Sprague,
the panel's brilliant si,f{ director,” directly or indirscily?

I know it can t be the Post, which was gulled on ihis one on the front page a month
ago. (Great for yolr stock with the Post, huh?) And gffer that story the "brilliant
staff director” called in Fhillips and guestioned him, duly reported. But preschted as
new in the colmmn. Then, quoting not the contemporaneous nswspaper aceounts byt this
supposedly secret report, “staff members 'were dispatched to Hexieo €ity, where thoy
conducted further interviews.'" Wamna bet with those the CIi made available?

Bou really do have tc be "brilliant” to send ignorant peopls to s feweign comntyy
%o gquestion people about what they know nothdng sbout, Especially when airplanes go
both ways and compittes's can summen and it would have been cheaper and better if these
witnesses, & typist and a transflator, both spooks with embassy cover, had been called to
Yashington, In that time, if Bx it hed wanted to know what to do, the comsiilee could
m‘ lsarned,

8¢ on December 24 you have this great scoop with one thing new im it, the mearingless
word "Portugal.” Those of your editors with memories as good as mine will recall as far
back ss three days before this column was written, when essentlally the same story was
on the wirgh, e longer version in the Memphis papers. (Baturally, one of the top editors
owes his educstion to the FEI.) In those stordes, as AP said, "investigators are examining
a transeript of the...hearing of “avoh 10,1969..." In the Commercialeippeal this way,"In
an interview Wednesday, semmittee counsel Richawrd A. Sprague produced the transcript and
noted that Ray polntedly objected o courtroom statements that the killing was not part
of a conspiracy.”

Would you like to kmnov the ome seurce for this? My Frame-Up. Would you like to knew
how these dardng investigators supervised by this "briliiant" chief got the transcripi?
I had %o force it on them, with 13 others. If youaamine the transeript of their hearing
of 11/16 you will find that Robert Oszer, the departed one, lod them to belisve that this
was a1l possible because Ray's prosecution, not his investigator, was so cooperative. This
DJ lawyer with the "brilliant” onme present $old that panel of lawyers that he had no more
because they had to subpoena t:e public record! The only reason they had ne more is that
Jeremy Akers, the lawyer who came here and was here until about 8130 p.m. 10/22. He felt
that vas all they could handie for a while. Well, they couldn' t even baflle that. They
lest one on me right swsy. Bkt they are “brillisnt" because you say so. 9o brilliant they
could read and understand the one of my books with which Akers left.

Anderson’s Law will help you soon, though. The spooks will have to open up when the
new session &s here. Now they ave only leaking to misdirect and fesl sut., They need no more
geadings. The committee and bape ave not mysteries., They'll have their fun. And so will I,
_Ope you can avoid being part of it,. ’

¥erry Imas,



