Abernathy To Testify

FBI, Police
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WASHINGTON - Dr. Ralph Abernathy
sald Wednesday he is prepared to testify
next week that the FBI and Memphis po-
loe Mulpud “conspiinion” ger Janes Bar)
Ray oul of Mempliig & Auwil the murder
of D Martin Luther King Je. 10 years ago
He also suld he fears tor Ray's Hfe when
Ry leaves Brashy Mountain State Prison
in Tennessee next week 1o travel 16 Wash-
tngton to testly about King's muorder
Dr. Abernathy, tn whose arms King
died, 18 scheduled as the indtial withess
Monday in the first public hearthg by a
House select subcommitiee investlpating
King’s assassination
Rep. Harold Ford of Memplis will be
alfowed to be the first member of the sub-
committee 10 yueshon Abernathy.

Aberiathy, in an interview with The
Commercial Appeal Wednesday, said he
has received u typewritten letter from Ray
promising that Ray will tell enough at
hearings next week o “lead the police 1o
the real killer” 1t he can get a new trial

Abernathy said the letter also pleaded
for President Carter (o “intercede” to
Ruarantee the new trial
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Aided Ray

"I with that wlhioleheartedly,” Aber-
nathy said of Ray's proposition. “He Suys
ie has the information. He will tell
enaugh that will actually lead the police o
the real killer of Martin Luther King "

Abernuihy predicted the net elfect of
weel s testimony belore the subcomminee
Wil be to pus us onthe wrack of the real
killer” of Dr
King.

Aborna hy
said Ray's let-
ter contessed
that Ray dis-
likes blacks,
but that he did
not murder
King

“He was hon-
a5t enough to
say he doesn’t
like blacks,”
Abernathy said
of the letter he
recetved last
week. “Dut he sald emphatically he did not
14T Br. King, but he has an idea of some-
one who sapplicd him the money.”

Abernathy sald the “money” was that

(Continved on Page 3)

Dr. Abernathy



(Continued from Puge 1)
used 1o atd Ray o leave Memphis and 1o
finally reach Bogland following King's
murder

Abernathy satd he believes Ray was aid-
ed by the FI3 and the Memphis police in
the exodus, and that he is suspicious thal
Ray’s escape from the Missouri prison be
fore King's murder was cuginecied by
SONMeotie

“Hpiven a new rial be would reveal the
names and information that wounld tead
the police to the real kiilers of Martin
Luther King,” Abernathy said

“Fa o not convineed he (Ray s didn't pult
the igger - he sad "He may have been
the trigger puller Bat i not convineed
there woeren't more people tnvolved

Abernuthy said Kay's letter — which he
said was shzned o Cwhat fooked Like Ray's
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thete Those that a s onspiticy

iher souscen indicated Wednesdny
hard evidence” that Aber
Haking the FBE or any
he Memphis polioe 1o a con
splracy, bui that testhnony may clearly
show the FHE e the tone” for conditions
feading to Kines death,

Abernathy however, sald he 15 con
vinced the FRE was mvolved in a conspir-
acy, and that testimony will show “''lhie PBY
and the Memphis police cooperared with
the consptrators.”

Asked H e meant to say the Memplits
police were nvolved fna conspiracy,
Abernathy rephicd, "o some degrec”

Abernathy sutd he once visited with for-
mer FUE Direcwor J. Bdgar Hoover (o ask
how the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference and King, then s leader
coutd win Hoover's friendship

e told me o el him Oding) o be a
good boy, to live o certain way, 1o watch
his morals,” Abernathy said. “He asked
me, ‘15 he doing anything wrong? and |
Said, ‘Not that | know of ™"

o Abernathy saud he s still concerned
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that conspirators may want to silence Ray.

"My only hope - let's suy worry - 15 for
s safety,” Abernathy said. “1 just hope
he'll getont ol the Brushy Mountan prison
and back It's o conspiracy, I believe, and
conspirators will go a long way 1o silence
truth.”

Aberpathy spent time behind closed
doors with investigators Wednesday. e
sadd he testified e closed session for five
straight hours two months ago.

“They want me o put the whole thing m
historic perspective ™ Abernathy said of
s lead-otl westimony Monday at the Rus
sell Hovse Oftice Building.

Abernathy 51 pastor of the West Hinter
Street Bapust Church in Atlanta, was
chatrinan of the Sonthern Christian Lead-
crship Conference (SCLC) at the time of
King's murder

He was considered one of King's closest
fricnds and shared a mesl with the slam
civib ol Jeader at Moephis's Lorrame
Moted the aty g s omerder

Abctnaihy sad Wednesday o movenicns
tnhderway (o the SOLC o draft ot as its
new presudent when the organization
meets i aunnal convention al Birmiug
B next weele He s president emeriius

He dechined 1o say whether he would
accept b said there are those who feel
the organtzation 1s “hecoming another Ur
by Leagie,” meaning 1t is not $o outspo
ken these days on soclal matters.

Abernathy said the SCLC must be the
‘moral conscience” of blacks in America

e satd he thinks the public assassina-
tHon hearings will prove to the nation that
there are members of Congress who also
belteve consprrators were involved in
King's death and that they are trying 1o do
something about it

Meanwhile, Mrs. Coretta Scoti King,
widow of Dr. King, 1old The Commercial
Appeal she feels the House Subcommittee
is "doing an effective job.”

There has been repeated criticism, re-
newed n recent days, that the committee
will produce no real new evidence In the
King murdet

“Iam very pleased the investigation
(public hearing) is going 1o take place,”
Mrs King said 1 think there's need for it
Iy that regard, some of the things we have
not known about will come out.”

Mrs King, who met with investigators
i closed session Wednesday, said she has
been told not to talk about any specifics
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