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F
B

I's possible role in K
ing death 

resurfaces in A
bernathy testim

ony 
B

y S
aul F

riedm
an 

In
a
u
tre

r W
a
s
h
in

g
to

n
 H

u
re

a
u
 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
 —

 T
he F

B
I's possi-

b
le in

v
o

lv
em

en
t in

 th
e assassin

atio
n

 
o
f th

e R
ev

. D
r. M

artin
 L

u
th

er K
in

g
 

Jr. cam
e under question yesterday as 

th
e H

o
u
se S

elect C
o
m

m
ittee o

n
 A

s-
sassin

atio
n
s o

p
en

ed
 p

u
b
lic h

earin
g
s 

into the slaying. 
T

estim
o

n
y

 b
y

 D
r. K

in
g

's clo
sest 

frien
d

 an
d

 ad
v

iser, th
e R

ev
. R

alp
h

 
D

. A
bernathy, and questions by com

-
m

ittee m
em

b
ers in

d
icated

 su
sp

icio
n
 

th
at th

e F
IB

, d
irectly

 o
r in

d
irectly

, 
m

ig
h
t so

m
eh

o
w

 h
av

e co
n
trib

u
ted

 to
 

D
r. K

ing's death. 
C

om
m

ittee m
em

bers heard no solid 
evidence to support such suspicions, 
w

hich have been put forth by assassi-
n
atio

n
 b

u
ffs an

d
 o

th
ers in

 th
e y

ears 
sin

ce D
r. K

in
g
's d

eath
 1

0
 y

ears ag
o
. 

Jam
es E

arl R
ay, w

ho is scheduled to 
testify

 b
efo

re th
e co

m
m

ittee to
m

o
r-

row
, w

as convicted of the killing and 
is currently serving a 99-year term

 at 
a T

ennessee prison. 
T

h
e ran

k
in

g
 R

ep
u
b
lican

 o
n
 th

e 
com

m
ittee, S

am
uel D

evine of O
hio, a 

fo
rm

er F
B

I ag
en

t, said
: "I h

o
p

e th
is 

d
o
esn

't tu
rn

 in
to

 a trial o
f th

e F
B

I." 
In

 h
is testim

o
n
y
, M

r. A
b
ern

arth
y
 

said D
r. K

ing had had a prem
onition  

th
at h

e m
ig

h
t b

e k
illed

 in
 th

e d
ay

s 
b

efo
re h

e w
as sh

o
t o

n
 a m

o
tel b

al-
co

n
y
 in

 M
em

p
h
is T

en
n
., o

n
 A

p
ril 5

, 
1968. 

"I th
in

k
 h

e
 h

a
d
 re

c
e
iv

e
d
 so

m
e
 

w
o
rd

 fro
m

 so
m

e so
u
rces th

at h
e w

as 
g
o
in

g
 to

 b
e assassin

ated
," M

r. A
b
er-

nathy said. 
T

he com
m

ittee, w
hich has said that 

it in
ten

d
s to

 ask
 o

th
er w

itn
esses in

 
N

o
v
em

b
er ab

o
u
t th

e p
o
ssib

ility
 o

f 
F

B
I involvem

ent, did not ask M
r. A

b-
ern

ath
y
 w

h
o
 th

o
se "so

u
rces" m

ig
h
t 

have been. 
L

ater, o
u
tsid

e th
e h

earin
g
 ro

o
m

, 
M

r. A
b
ern

ath
y
 to

ld
 rep

o
rters th

at h
e 

th
o
u
g
h
t th

e F
B

I w
as in

v
o
lv

ed
 in

 th
e 

assassin
atio

n
, b

u
t co

n
ced

ed
 th

at h
e 

had no evidence to support his belief. 
"I th

in
k

 W
h
en

 D
r. K

in
g
 started

 to
 

bring poor people together, som
eone 

in
 a v

ery
 h

ig
h
 p

lace in
 o

u
r co

u
n
try

 
... d

ecid
ed

 w
e m

u
st elim

in
ate th

is 
y
o
u
n
g
 b

la
c
k
 le

a
d
e
r a

n
d
 c

u
t h

im
 

dow
n," M

r. A
bernathy said. 

In his testim
ony, M

r. A
bernathy re-

co
u
n
ted

 D
r. K

in
g
's d

istru
st o

f th
e 

F
B

I an
d
 th

e F
B

I's lo
n
g
 su

rv
eillan

ce 
o
f D

r. K
in

g
, in

clu
d
in

g
 b

u
g
g
in

g
, su

r-
veillance and a cam

paign to discredit 
h
im

, w
h
en

 J. E
d

g
ar H

o
o

v
er w

as th
e 

bureau's director. 

M
r. A

b
ern

ath
y

 said
 h

e su
sp

ected
 

th
a
t th

e
 L

o
rra

in
e
 M

o
te

l ro
o
m

 in
 

w
hich he and D

r. K
ing alm

ost alw
ays 

stay
ed

 w
h
en

 th
ey

 w
ere in

 M
em

p
h
is 

h
ad

 b
een

 b
u

g
g

ed
 b

y
 th

e F
B

I o
r th

e 
M

em
phis police. D

r. K
ing w

as stand. 
in

g
 o

n
 a b

alco
n
y
 ju

st o
u
tsid

e th
at 

room
 w

hen he w
as shot. 

T
h
e p

o
lice, an

 am
b
u
lan

ce an
d
 th

e 
F

B
I w

ere th
ere m

o
m

en
ts after th

e 
sh

o
o
tin

g
, M

r. A
b
ern

ath
y
 said

, al-
though no one at the m

otel had called 
th

em
. H

e also
 n

o
ted

 th
at R

ay
, w

h
o

 
su

p
p
o
sed

ly
 k

illed
 D

r. K
in

g
 w

ith
 a 

h
ig

h
-p

o
w

ered
 rifle fro

m
 a w

in
d
o
w

 
n
early

 a b
lo

ck
 aw

ay
, k

n
ew

 ex
actly

 
w

here he and D
r. K

ing w
ere and w

as 
able to escape from

 M
em

phis. 
R

a
y
 w

a
s c

a
p
tu

re
d
 tw

o
 m

o
n
th

s 
later, at a L

o
n
d
o
n
 airp

o
rt, after an

 
e
sc

a
p
e
 ro

u
te

 th
a
t h

a
d
 ta

k
e
n
 h

im
 

th
ro

u
g
h
 th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates, C

an
ad

a 
and P

ortugal. 
M

r. A
bernathy said he felt it w

ould 
h
av

e b
een

 "im
p
o
ssib

le" fo
r R

ay
 to

 
escap

e, trav
el an

d
 su

stain
 h

im
self 

"w
ith

o
u
t h

elp
." H

e ad
d
ed

 
th

at al-
though he w

as exceptionally close to 
D

r. K
in

g
 a

n
d

 w
a
s w

ith
 th

e
 c

iv
il 

rights leader w
hen he w

as killed, nei-
ther the M

em
phis police nor the FB

I 
e
v

e
r q

u
e
stio

n
e
d

 h
im

 a
b

o
u

t th
e
 

m
urder. 

S
p
e
a
k
in

g
 q

u
ie

tly
 in

 h
is d

e
e
p
 

preacher's voice, M
r. A

bernathy said 
he 

retu
rn

ed
 fro

m
 a 

trip
 ab

ro
ad

 in
 

January 1968 and found D
r. K

ing "a 
d
ifferen

t ... m
an

 	
d
ep

ressed
 ... 

n
erv

o
u
s ... w

o
rried

 ... v
ery

, v
ery

 
jittery

 .. frig
h
ten

ed
. H

e d
id

 w
h
at he 

had never done. H
e passed on infor-

m
atio

n
 to

 m
e h

e th
o
u
g
h
t I sh

o
u
ld

 
have. H

e talked about his funeral." 
T

h
at d

ep
ressio

n
, M

r. A
b
ern

ath
y
 

said, m
ade D

r. K
ing reluctant to -re-

turn to M
em

phis, w
here his S

outhern 
C

hristian L
eadership C

onference w
as 

helping in the strike of m
ostly black 

M
em

phis garbage w
orkers. 

H
e said

 D
r. K

in
g
's b

elief th
at-h

e 
w

as about to die led him
 to m

ake the 
fam

ous, speech in M
em

phis the night 
b

efo
re h

e w
as k

illed
, in

 w
h

ich
 h

e 
said

: "I h
av

e b
een

 to
 th

e m
o
u
n
tain

-
to

p
 an

d
 I h

av
e v

iew
ed

 th
e p

ro
m

ised
 

land. B
ut if I don't get there w

ith m
y 

p
eo

p
le . . . m

in
e ey

es h
av

e seen
 th

e 
glory of the com

ing of the L
ord." 

T
he follow

ing evening, M
r. A

ber-
nathy said, D

r. K
ing w

as standing on 
the balcony outside his room

, w
aiting 

for M
r. A

bernathy, w
ho w

as inside. 
M

r. A
b
e
rn

a
th

y
 sa

id
 h

e
 h

e
a
rd

 
"w

h
at so

u
n
d
ed

 lik
e a firecrack

er" 
an

d
 saw

 D
r. K

in
g
 sp

raw
led

 o
n
 th

e 
balcony floor, dying. 


