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By appointment, I introduced William Manchester, who has beM»M

commissioned by Mrs, John F, Kennedy to write a book concerning the four days gt

surrounding the assassination and funeral ofihe late President, to the Director at | {

10:10 a, m,, today in the Dircctor's Office, _ AS<acSrirnaties) 1 Flerden 5

__\15‘\" = kQ I\If'-'ﬁ‘(f[ - o W

| Mr, Manchester first thanked the Director for seeTnghin.E‘Hé‘ explained (\

that he had already scen approximately 90 people, r...cipally in Washington; however, ~
had not yet gone to Dallas, Texas, inasmuch as Chief Justice Warren felt that he should

not conduct interviews in Dallas until after the Warren Commission report had been issug

o /)

In instituting a series of questions to the Directc r, Mr. Manchester i;étg
inquired as to what the Director was doing on November 22, 23, 24 and 25, 1963, — &
Manchester added that he would first like to start with November 22, 1963, at the precisg:
moment the Director first received the news that the President had been shot, The £
Director replied that he had just returned from lunch, This was approximately 1:10 p, m¢g
A news item was brought in to him reflecting the President had been shot, The Director,,
Immediately called the Attorney General who was at his home dining with the U, 8. 5
Attorney from New York, Mr, Morgenthau, The Director advised the Attorney General E
that a news announcement had been made that the President had been wounded, The
Director stated he next tzlked to the SAC of our Office in Dallas, Texas, He was informec
that the Piesident had been wounded and had been taken to the Parkland Memorial Hospital
The SAC aso advised that Governor Connally had been shot and was now in the emergency
room with Kennedy at the same hospital, Mrs, Kennedy and Mrs, Connally, who were
riding in tie same car, had not been hit, The SAC told the Director that it appeared that
the shot? lad come from an upper gory window of the Texas Book Depository Building.
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The Dullas Office additionally ndvised the Director shortly aftes 2:00 perr. i

(hat day thiat the President had died. The Director immediately called the Attorney . |,

General once agatn and told him of the dcath of his brother, At this time the Director
fnquiroed as to v.h2%har the Attorney General planned to g0 to Dallas, The Director state
that he had advised the Attorney Ceneral that if such Plans were in the making he would
facilitote his dzparture and arrival, The Dircctor told Manchester that shortly thereaftc
car Lallas Cilice called onca agatn to ndicate that the President's body would be .
immediately flown back to V/ashington and that the Vice President had already been swor
in as President, The Director later called the Attorney General once again and told him
that the FBI was moving into the fnvestligation, The Director advised Manchester that tl
FEI took this action desnite the fact that there was no law making it a Federal violation t
asqassinate the President, I | Sl "

e

At this point the Lirector gave Manchester a brief history of the ,
assassination of SAZ Shanahan in Chicago, Ilinois, in the middle 1920's, There was no
Iederal law agzinst assaulling or murdering an £BI Agent at that time, The Director
told Manclesler he fnitiated 2ction to make it a Federal crime to assault or kill an FBI

AgZent so that proper action cculd Le taken in Federal court rather than a local court in
such maltters, B e ¥ 4

The Director told Manchester that if the FBI had taken custody of .
Lce Harvey Oswald, Jr,, Ozwald weculd never have bean killed by Jack Ruby, The
Dircctor statc¢ that the murder of Oswald by Ruby naturally gave rise to considerable

speculation and rumor, All of this could have been avoided had the Dallas, police taken
proper actjoh to protect Oswald, L v s

, The Director told Manchester that the FBY immediately entered the case, .
czspite ron~jurisdiciien, and that we interviewed Oswald as socn as he was made available
The Director stuited that on the evening of November 22, 1963, at approximately 7:25 p, m,
President Jchnson cxlled him at his hore and rcquested that the FBI take complete charge
of the case invelving the assazefnation, The Director stated he advised the President
thut the FBI had 2lready entered the case and that vce would, of course, go all out in this
matter, The Dircctor also told the ~resident that he was ccneerned about the great
amount cf 'ﬁublicxty coning out of Dallas, : . _ ' -
. The Diector then toid Manchester that the Dallas police had given cut
considarable {afcrmation received as a result of FBI findings, particularly from cur _
Lieboratery, He added that on the 4th or Sth day following the assassination he instructed

cur ££C in Dallzs to contict Chief of Police Curry and order him to make no further ...

stutements 1o the rrass with recpect to the evidence or investigation surrcunding tha

ascassiratlion, ‘1. . oirector told Manchester that this Clhief of Police could have told =~
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him to go to hell; howévcr, he had recognized the obvious necessity and logic of suéh .
Instructions and had comglied, The Dircctor explained to Manchester at some length
the necessity to keep physical evidence confined prior to the prosecution of an individua

~ The Director told Manchester that on Saturday evening, November 23, .
1363, our Ezllas Cifice had received an anonyraous telephone call indicating that plans
hnd been mada $o murder Oswvald when he was removed from the Dallas City Jail, The
FBI informed the Dallas Chicef of Folice immediately, The Director told Manchester
that original plane for removal of Oswald had been made for 10:00 p, m, that Saturday -
night, The Chiefl of Police, however, changed these plans by acceding to the pressure
of the press thot Os'wald b2 removed at a convenient time so that communications media
could cover the event, Cur Lallas Cllice aguin callecd the Dallas Police Department on
Sunday morring, November 24, 19063, and reminded that Department of the same E
anonymous telephone call, At that tirne the Chief of Police assured our Dallas Office tk
all precautions were being taken to protect Oswald, - g o p S
The Dirc‘ctor informed IManchkester that following the President's call
at 7:25 p, m. , lTovembar 22, 1963, he gave specific instructions that the FBI do everyth
possible to thoroughly invceligate this case, The Dircctor stated that additional
parsonncl '.'.'?p'e immcdiately sent to Dallas, H~ told Manchester this was necessary
fnasmuch as’cur Dallas Office and FBI Headquarters, as well as other offices, reccivec
hundreds and handreds of phone calls, telegrams and letiers setting forth leads in this

Llanchester incuired as to whether the Director placed any significance
to the ancaymous phone call concerning the plan to murder Oswald, The Director replic
that we had no way of lincwing at the time vhether any importance should be attached or
not; hawever, we did kave the responsibility to immediately notify the Dallas police, - -
which we did, : BT

The Director charicterized Jack Ruby as somewhat of a "police buff, **
As a resylt of his friendship with 2 number of police officers he had easy accessibility
to the No)las Ialice Cepartment, The Director stated that he did not know whether Ruby
reporlgd insanrity wis of the gincere or faked type fnnsmuch as we were not psychiatrist.
He sialgc that Ruby b givea the excuse that he had killed Oswald bzcause of his obviou.
affcction for the iate President and the fact that he wanted to prevent any further sorrow
to Mrs, conecy fnasmuch as she would necessarily have to return to Dallas and testify
azainst Osvald, ' ' ' : e Rt
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, 3 1anchester inquired as to tha exact Jocation of the Director at the time
Oswald was killed on Sunday, November 24, 1963, The Director replied that he was at .
rome. lHe stated that the Dallas Office contacted him jmmediately following this event,”
ranchester inquired as Lo the Director's irnmediate reaction, The Director replied that
Lis first thought was how such an event could take place, particularly under a system of
civilized justice, The Dircctor added that he had ordered an immediate check on Jack
Ruby and particutarly to ascertain if there had been a relationship between Ruby and
Oswalds - - . W,

Manchceter inquired as to whether the Divector was watching television

at the time of Osweld's murder, The Dircctor replied in the negatives He stated he was g

working on official papers at the tim2. The Rirector added that he usually saved Sunday: .
to review lengthy cocuinents and mamcranda 2s well as to prepare himself for interview:
hearings, etc. - : ", _—

\

Man thester inquirced as to what the Director was doing on Fridé.y morning,
November 22, 1265, prior to the assassinaticns The Director replied that he was
concucting business as usual, that he had had a number of interviews that particular
morninge. ‘ o . S

Liznchestler inquired as to the phyrsical location of the wire service ticker
machine, He was told that it is located across tha Lzl and that pertinent wire service
items are brought in to the Director fmmediatelys A : L '

. The L rector told Manchester (1ot his first conversation on November 22,
1963, withcur D:llas Cifice occurred at appro:imately 1:48 po.m. The Direcior was
advised .t that time that the President was rot Lelieved to be dead yet but that he had
suffered & moril vound, The Dircetor mentioned that on the occasion of his second
call to the Slernd Cenzral, the Atlorney General kad indicated that he had also been in
tcuch with 2 number cf 4z Dresidentinl Slaff and had been informed of a number of
dclails ccncerning the ghooti=g and the fact that the President had dieds

: Ioaachzsler inquiree as to the Director®s opinion of the Atiorney General's
rcactigaiunon Le2irg falcrracd that the Presicent had hecn shote The Cirector replicd
that Lhg (ttorney Ganeral had heen silent for a f2w p.oricnts and had then requestcd that
th2 Diggior keed Lim infcrmed cf any further ficls received concerning this niatter,
The Circctor told Aanchester that the Aitorney General is usually very quict in manner
until he has eil the recessary facts of a given situation. Tha Director stated that the ™
sttorney General was not the explosive type unlcss he becaue angrye - -~ L T s o
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Manchester told the Director that the President’s call to the Director at
7:25 p.m., Novem: v 22, 1963, appeardd to he one of the first calls that the President
made upon refurning to Vashington that evening. The Director replied that he would: . .-
surmise that this was correct, The Dircctor added that our investigation proceeded
forthwith; however, it was not until Monday or Tuesday of the following week that the
Presic :nt deciczd to name 2 Presidential Commission to look into the assassination,
The LCirector tctd Manchaster that an FBi report had been sent to the Warren Commissic
withip ten drys after the President had sct up this body, The Director stated that he
personally had appaared Lefore the Vorren Comimission and that he considered their -
questioning of him to be quite thorouzh, He stated that thoroughness was necessary on
the part of the Commission inagrwch as this would serve to assist in quelling gossip anc
speculaticn in t3:2 fuiure, The Cirector quickly added, however, that rumors will
continjue concerning this case, ecpecially in Eurcpe wbere there is widespread gossip
concerning a supposcd conspiracy, for many years,

N L .-.

7

_ The Director told Manchester that th: statement that some of the
information may be withheld by the Warren Commissicn naturally gave rise to further iy
rumor, Llanchester renlied that he cculd understand the Chief Justice®s statement in thi ' -
regard inasmuch as ot just any individasal ehouald Le allowed to look at the classified e
material sent {c the Commission by some agencies. The Director replied that the issue %
in point s such that cicessive precauticns cf securily is unwise, The Director explainec
that he had never been a grcat believer in vasteful precautions or going overboard
regarcing excessive sccurily. He slaled that an item is either classified or else it isn't . |
classified, , The Dircctor gave examples of lcaks in Government that have given several :i:
Presidents cilreme cause and worry, He. stated that the FBI is usually called upon to i
investigate these leaks, however, ncwspapermen naturally do not desire to reveal their i
sources, The Cirector s'aled t}nt if newspapermen did reveal such sdurces that Quite,
naturally the ccurces wculd dry up. : , L : L

Liznchester fnquired of the Director as fo wheti:ar the assassination case b
b2zcame g2 cf major cencern [dllowing the President’s call at 7:25 p. m., November 22, <©.:
1963, Tle Lircclor stated that as he had previcusly indicatecd, the FBI had already e
entered tl‘us case. He uaded, however, that after the President®s call we went all out in  i:
doing sich things as wovlking around the clock, sending a Washington-based FBI official .}
to x5 and ﬂdmng coproxinntely 30 Agents Lo the Dallas personnel complements Tie 5
Circcror :tated thatyvee <till have at least 50 men who are tied up in running down leacs 5 5

* on this particular case thrcughout the ¥BI's scrvices He slated that this case will never .
L2 closed fro.a an inveslicative point of view inasmu:h as we will continually receive L
lea. :, mny from mcental cases, ‘which necessarily have.to be checked outy - o
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Ifanchester asled if the matter of a P"esxdent belnﬂr assassinated not
Leing a Federal crime had ever been discussed fully by the Congress, or anyone else,
according te the Director’s knowledge, The Divector replied that there had been no
dxscussxon to any ¢itent, He stated the matter had just ncver been considered. ' y

Lionchester inquired as to w hclhnr the FBI had plior matenal on Oswald

before th2 assassinations The Dircclor replicd that we did have some information

regarcing Oswal d, however, it was quite flimsy in nature, The Director then explained
at sote lem,th the bi.cliground of Oswald, lle told Manchester of the press releases that
Oswald made in IMascow. He told Llanchester of Oswald's employment in a factory in
Minsk, Russiz, and of the fact that O:zwald had later returned to Moscow, The Director
stated that e certainly cid rot understand why the Department of State had failed to have
Osvald sign an afficavit forfeiltting his American citizenship at the tme Oswald returned
to Lioscow and-visited the U. S, Embassy. Manchester spoke up and stated that the
State Deparvtiment claimed they had wanted to find out if Oswald had committed an .
extraditable crime in the Sovict Union, therefore, no signed affidavit was taken from
Jhim, The Director again deplored tac fzilure to have such an affidavit executed,

The Dircctor continued thot we kad interviewed Czwald within two or thre
days following his arrival !n the Unitcd Slates. He explained that we, of course, desirec
to find out if Oswald had been recruited as an intellizence agent by the Soviet Union, Th *
Director told I.‘L .nchester that this did rot appear to be true. He added that Oswald had
classiiied hiinself as a FIoxist rathar than a communist, The Director added that
Oswald had later Leen intarviewed in Hew Orleans after getting fito a street squabble ¢
with anti-Castroitcs over leaflets Lzing handed out Ly Oswald, The Director told
Manchester that Oswald could best e termed a "onar,* Ee explained Oswald's
co:pnwiications with the Communist - alty in the Uniteq States but added that Oswald
had rever joined tiie Party. The Director told of thz incidents surrounding Oswald's
attempt to kill General Walker fn Callas, He adced that Oswald’s wife, Marina, had
advised us cf this incident following the assassination, The Director summarized this :
Lot of the intervicw by indicating there appearcd to be nothing in Oswald®s background . °
wlich would refllect that he was a man of violence and most certainly nothing which
fndicated that Cswiild had any intenlions of aecassinaling the President, .

o
. e #forchesier acked il the Circctor did net find it odd that N’xs. Osw'ud
hzo . A‘,np to tell anyone about th2 altempied ascassination of General V/alker unitil after
the 1> 2 of President Kennedy, The Director replied that he did not {ind this odd in
viz .. .he cold relationship betwecn Osveald and his wife, the language barrier on the -
part of Lirs, Oswvald and the fact that Mrs, Osvald did not have the natural instincts of
on Loocerizon woran but to the contrary had a different attitude altogether, He stated he
p’acs._ no cisniiicaace In Mrs, Csv ﬂd s failure to advise of this incident prior to the
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. e Iirector tcld Manchester that it was extremely difficult to speculate
on the motivotions ¢ Oswzld Lo kill the President, The Director stated it was entirely e
possible Csvald may have wanted to 1:11 Governor J chn Connally, He explained that 7,
Csvald hod veritten communicaticns to Governor Connally protesting his particular type °
’ of discharge from th:2 U. S, Marine Corns. The Cirector added that President Kennedy
vas an iniellectu:a liberzl type. He stoted that Fresideat Kennedy had been desirous of
keeping pzace with honor, He stated that President Iennedy desired peaceful co-existen
~--american Llyle, The Director acdzd that the President, although he had been firm
©in his ceclings with Xhrushehey, had a fairly good relationship with Khrushchev and the
{ Sovict Union, The Cirector summed up by stating that Oswald could not have desired to
Lill the President because the Presidont had dexlt harshly, or spoken harshly, against
b the Commuzist avty and Ciairman Khiushehev, ' SRS '

.-

| L7nchesier speculrted that perhaps the communists, including Oswald, : -
did net like tie relationship between the late Precident and Khrushchev; therefore, the
commnunicts dasired to ds away with President ncnnedy so that this obstacle to their
aesired philosepity ¢ .'d be removed, The Circctor replied that this was entirely ¥
possible; ho.rever, he wanted Manchester to clearly uwiderstand that Khrushchev was not
2 person to bs trusted and tha' Chairincn Khrushchev had o very cold and evil mind, :
The Dirvecter, at this point, gove c::amples of Kheushehev?s understanding of the Englistk ~
» language dasiile the fact thit he had Troyanovsly, an cxcellent interpreter, with him
at all times vhile on'his visits to the United States. The Director told Manchester that
he had alvays folt it botler to kick individuals lik2 Khrushchev on the shins once in a
while rather tiian to boc.-lick them, The Dircetor explained that I{hrushchev was
: basically an oricntal and that individaals cpposing orientals usually lost face in the
oriental’s cpinion when [ear or trepidation was shown, = = - gt s '

. W @ e amtes
———

Bicd

tlirclester Inquired s to whether the Director®s duties and ) A
0

respensibilicies allovicd him to pariicipate persorally ia the funeral cereinonies, The .
Director replicd In the negative, Fe stated Le 1ad bzen at his desk constantly, He
added that h2 had £35ued instrections that FBI pareonacl participate officially in the
ceramnonics by asssiing fecret Service as much &:s pozsible, The Director spoke cf the-',
many visiiing for2ign dignitaries 2nd of the danzers ia.olved in the march from the i
Vihi“e fouse to S, Matlhew’s Cathzdral, e told Miunchester that over 40 Special
i, ots kad B2on cssigned o assict Secrel Sorvice, rarticularly at St, Matthew's
Catiudyal, He luvther {old ilanchaster that the autliority to protect the Presicert was i3
clei.izy a wonction of the Secret Service; however, since the assassination we have 2
c-.sisted when called upon. Tiie Cirector briefly advised Manchester at this point of the: "
Iminsdiate widespread ramilications of this case following the actual shooting, He told :
LT..chesier that leads had sprend to Mexico as well as throughout the entire United State .
- Theesicre, it has bezn necessary ior him personally to remain at his desk so as to - ;
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LUEE's point I reminded Manchester o: his
ke had to be rt the VWhite Ilcuse at 11:15 a.,m,

unon his deyriiure and stated that he wag very appireciati

and consicerable time talen from a busy schedule to be of assistance,

ACTION: - -

“ie Birector may desire to scnd the Attorney General the attached lette;
Indicating thit he kad seon Manchester, . : .
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