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DISPOSITION: :

o The undersigned officers report of receiving a telephone call while
> 4n the Homicide Office; at about 6:10 A.M., Tuesday, August 28, 1962, from
Payrolman Sandford Krasnoff of Car #22 of the Second District, to the effect
that he wished to notily us that he and his partner Sgt. C. Gue r had handls
in atterot 53 (2ttempt Suicide) at Calhoun S ;30 _ATH., Tues.
s .M., this same date, from an
apparent ¥x=xndose of arsenic. Further learned from Officer Kraspoff that the

W&MM“
] ROBERT PERRIN, WM, age L1, res ding 1713 Calhoun St.

Krasnoff also said that a note, anpparently a suicide note was found by
the officers ard confiscated, along with a mask and cannister, and an empty cén
of ether. This officer was advised to preserve this evidence and turn same
~over to the Crlears Parish Cororner's Office, and that since we had not been .
summoned to the scene of the incident, we would then await the outcome of the
autopsy by the Coroner's Cffice.
From further information receivaed from Sgt. Gueldner & Krasnoff, it

[—=. Boudreaux ol JIrooo B, louisiana state Police, that he (Set. Eougreaux!
received a telechone call from an unknown male who stated ™I need nelp, pleass
send an ambulance richt away. I am at 1713 Calhcun 5t," then it sournded as
though this subject televhoning é&ropped the telephone.
) ‘Yhen the officers of the Second District reached this location, they
could not arouss anyone, the hcuse being in darkress, but eventually, they
giined entrance through an oplocked rear docr, after hearing groans coning
om the front side windows of the apartitent. Upon entering, Sgt. Gueldner
found the victim lying on a bed in the second room, then opened ths front door
and admitted Officers Krasnoff, J. Olsen and T, Parta to the aparimant,

: ““®he odor of ether was detected and found an empty can of Ethyl Ether
‘lying on the floor, near the bed where the victim was lying, and also found &
small rubber face mask, attached to an empty Chocolate Kutrament can, which
hed been made to appear as a cannister, and which apparently was used to pour

- the ether into for breathing the fumes (inhaling). Also found on a dresser b
the bed whers the victim was lying was a piece of white paper containing a not:

written in lonchand, pencil, which stated as follows:
e %EAT’ﬁJw -le:l%'t)"'rls hiD A CALL-FRGHM ART. -YOU HAVE OBVIOUSLY GCNE TO
o&&t&@bé&ﬂ%&sﬂ“n YOU AND I ARE FINISHED. I LOVE YOU DEAR AND VON'T LIVE VITHCU

St Cu e Patn.J.—Howley
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YOU. I-ONLY HOPE THyf YOU'CAN BE HAPPY LITH YOUR GAPTAIN. . GOODBYE AND ALL

MY LOVE ALWAYS, .BQ IE_. i S A W .
. The éecon' Dis.t'rié‘t Cfficers then surmoned a Charity Hospitgl ambulzn:

which arrived and¢ convgped the subject to the Charity Hospital, whefe he sub-

N gy s -

§ sequently expirell at 6:05 4i.M,., 8/28/62, :

: . _ btein any information as i ect, or elatives
was unsuccessfyl,.as the Distric S questioned the neighbors, who knew
.nothing, a SO, the victim, at the arrival of the police was in & comatose
condition, also secreting fluid from his rectum, lying on thebed in a nuds
condition. - & ‘ , )

' A1sg on the scene at 1713 Calhoun was Field Supervisor, Major Wm, Mt

» Namara, and Sgt. A. Polito of the Second District,

§ : .dF was learned from the Coroner's Office that this subject had expirsd
from Acuye Arsenical Poisoning, following autopsy performed by Dr. Welsh, -at
9:30 i.¥., 8/28/62. : ‘ -

Furﬁhnr information learned from Coroner's Qffice to

i?e ect that

5 g

* the bfdy of the victim tified by one A iding
at . : ] e (2.
5 The Coroner's Office was contacted, and the clerk, Ctillo, stated that

Pete Schuster, icting Special Investigator for that office weuld go to the sce

in the morning of 8/28/62, and check for information relative to pext of kin,
and also for any possible Arsenic compounds, ,

Upon reporting for duty at 12 Midnight, Tednesday, iéiust 29, 1962,
Sgt. Drumm was informed by Det, Nick Chetta that he had been advised by Cact.
Weysham to go to the address of 1713 Calhoun St., and make a search for anythi
which could contain arsenic, and Det. Chetta shcwed Sgt. Drumm a brown paper
- bag containing éix bottles of various Pills and capsules, and one empty czr. of
, HUNGO, ethyl ether, which he confiscated from this address. 411 of these iter
i will be sent to the Coroner's Office for analysis., _
- - .  To date, two things stand out in this incident.{1)The victim televohone
the State Police, rath an t and a S emplovee -

%

f entifie !s body.....{2) The apparent suicide note addressed tg

t "‘3IIE“:_ﬁﬁgzgﬁsgigié%FTIE‘tﬁis subject's wife, stated that she had obviously

. gorie to Baton Rouge, whick is Central Headquarters for State Police and_the

¢ BEETEX MART" mentionad in his note, is roh_a%ly__%i;ﬂmm_tmnw

S _.'T%%E?-?Emmmré—eﬂr%ﬁm e, however, we are unable to .

state where or when the subject obtained pbssession: of the arsenic, and pend-

ing further tests, will await the classifikation of the Coroner's Office,

Respectfully,
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Aufopsy Protocol : ) 5
. Robert Perrin
41 W/M . =

EXTERNAL EXAMINATION: The body is that of a middleaged, well developed,
well nourished, adult white male. The external genitalia are those of

@ normal eadult male., The hair distribution, body fat and muscular .
development is that of a normal adult male., The skin is generally atrophic,
with mild livor mortis over the dorsum of the body. There is.a tatoo of a
horse head on the left forearm and immediately below this on the left fore-
arm is a tatoo of a canzon. On the dorcum of the left hand there is a §
cornered star. The leit forefinger of the hand shows a healing wound, 1
‘in. in diameter. On the right upper arm there is a sailing vessel with
the words "outer bound" tatooed on the lateral surface of the right upper
arm. There are tatoos on the right forearm representing crossed rifles
and a horse shoe. There is an old, healed atrophic scar on the medial
surface of the left knee 2 in., in diameter. There are multiple vena
puncture marks on both forearms. 01d depressed, fibrotie surgical scars
are seen in the right lower quadrant and just superior to the crest of

the right ilium. There is & large thoracotomy scar approximately 1 ft.

in length, begining at the right nipple and extending around to the right
posterior chest. There is also a small circular depressed scar, approxi-
mately 1 in. in diameter, 4 inches above the right nipple. Six inches
inferior and lateral to the right nipple there is a linear depressed scar
épproximately 3 in. in length below the right nipple. There is a bloody
exudate exuding from the mouth. The pupils are dilated, equal bilaterally
and measure 5 mm in diameter. The corneas are transparent. The other
body orifices are not remarkable.

BODY CAVITIES: The body is opened with the usual Y-shaped autopsy incision.
On opening the left pleural cavity the lung is seen to be hyperdistended

and well aerated. There are no fibrous edhesions in this pleural cavity.
There is approximately 5 cc of clear serocus fluid in the pleural space.

The right pleural cavity is completely obliterated with fibrous adhesions.
The right.lung is bound down closely and appears to be somewhat smalle>r in
total volume than normal. The mediastinum and its contained organs are
shifted slightly to the right. The pericardial cavity contains approxi-
mately 15 cc of clear sercus fluid. There are no adhesions. The pericar-
dium is smooth. On opening the peritoneal cavity the liver is seen to
extend 2 in. below the right costalimergin in the midelavicular line. There
are multiple fibrous adhesions and scarring about the secum with considerable
distortion of the seccum and appendicial area. The stomach is not distended.
The other organs show no gross abnormalities.

CARDIO-VASCULAR SYSTEM: The heart weighs 420 grams. The epicardiunm is
smooth. On opening the heart the valves are seen to be intact. The
endocardium is smooth and in the left ventricle there is a large area of
subendocardial hemorrhage over the upper part of the septum in the left
ventricle. There are also smaller areas of subendocardial hemorrhage over
the pedllary muscles in the left chember of the heart. Multiple cross
sections through the myocardium show that the subendocardial hemorrhage
.extends superficially into the myocerdium. No other evidences of myocardial
abnormalities are noted. Multiple cross sections through the coronariés
reveal no occlusions, thrombus or emboli. There is only mild atherosclerosis
of the aorta. ' - .

PULMONARY SYSTEM: The left lung weighs 600 grams. The right lung weighs
240 grams. On dissection of the left lung, the parenchyma is hyperdistended
and somewhat emphyscmatous. The major. bronchi and secondary bronchioles
show a moderate amount of aspirated stomach contents admixed with frothy
mucus. Section of the pulmonary arteries reveals no occlusions, thrombi

or emboli. There is moderate congestion on multiple cross sections.



[ - . . i . . T s .

‘Robert Perrin A , _ & 2 S ;,-Z . :' 2

Dissection of the right lung shows the parenchyma to be markedly congeste
and somewhat atelectati¢ and shows numerous, areas of fibrous scarring.
There is some evidence of aspiration of gastric contents.into the majorr
‘bronchi on this side. The trachea and larynx are free of obstructions
other than a moderate amount of aspirated gastric -contents.

-

- GASTRQ-INTETINAL SYSTEM: On opening the stomach it is seen to contain

approximately 250 ecc of thick mucus admixed,with curdled white material
and small specks of putty like dark green granular material.. The mucosa
of the stomach is hyperemic and there are multiple small petechial hemorr!
throughout the gadtric mucosa. There is considerable edema of the sub-
nucosal tissue. On opening the duodenum it is-seen to be very hyperemic
in the mucosa with multiple areas of petechial hemorrhage and in the seco:
part of the duocdenum there is a large bullous approximately 2 in. in
greatest diameter, composed of dark green putty like granular material.
Toxicologic examinations of the material in both the stomach and second
part of the duodenum were positive for arsenic. The remaining portions
of the small bowel shows only moderatc hyperemia of the mucosa. The large
bowel is not remarkable except for the large area of fibrous adhesion in
the right lower quadrant about the secum.

LIVER: Weighs 1500 grams. The capsule is smooth and there is moderate
congestion of the liver parenchyma throughout. The architecture appears

intact. There is no evidence of hemorrhage or necrosis.

PANCREAS: Weighs 120 grams. It is very firm, yellow-tan in color and
otherwise not remarkable. .

SPLEEN: Weighs 120 grams. The capsule is smooth and there are several
areas of fibrous thickening of the capsule. On cross section the parenchy
is soft and there are several small areas of diffuse congestion in a
parenchyma that is otherwise not remarkable. :

ADRENALS: Weigh approximately 15 grams together. The cortex shows no
evidence of cortical hyperplasia. There is no evidence of autolysis of
the medulla. : ) .

KIDNEYS: Weigh a total of 480 grams together. The cortical surfaces are
smooth. On cross section both kidneys show a moderate congestion of the
parenchyma. The pelves show no evidence of inflammation or hemorrhage.
The ureters are intact, and not dilated. The bladder and prostate are .not
remarkable. ’

"HEAD:  The scalp is reflected in the usual manner. The calvarium is removc
"The brain weighs 1450 grams. There is moderate congestion of the super-
ficial vessels over the surface of the brain. The cerebral arteries shoW

moderate arteriosclerosis and there is no evidence of edema, hemorrhage

" -or ‘tumor faction. Multiple cross sections through the brain reveal no

gross abnormalities. Gross examination of the mlvarium reveals no hemorrhe

_ar fracture.

PROVISIONAL- ANATOMICAL DIAGNOSIS:
1. Acute arsenical poisoning.

Rbnalq,A;‘WéIEn.fﬂ}D.
Pathologist ’
smk
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