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- LIEMORANDUM FOR: Honor McCeorga Bundy
: ‘ Speelal Aaslstant 1o the President

RE: Publlc Avallability of Marerlals Rellvered o the
Netional Archivea by the Presideat’s Commisaion
ea e Ascagsination of Presldent Koanedy,

Tho Department of Justice has completed the study, requested
by you in your memorandwin of Januaxy 15, 1985, concerniay the ,
uﬁvis:’.UhI‘y of modifying the usual restrictions which would govern
tho avalizbillty o dw publlc of miaterials dolivered (o the Matlonal
Axchives Ly the Presldent’'s Commission oa the Ascaselnation of
Prosident m.:n.edy Ia the course of thiz gudy, tha Department
o }zwxcv hag obtained the views of the Presideat’s Tommission,
iz A..c’iziew of the Unlted States, the iotoreated Faosval agenclea
cd ho Dailng Polico Deparument, .

Under normal regulations ,overniag access to materials
c“.pw..w In t1e Natioaal Archive 8, u.«.:vr:am are wade avallable

W any 1pczcmt cdult with a definite, scricus reason for requeating

& -.-c..Cu;,. uunleas thare s 'In efifcet an ove tiiila, yestriction on dis-

- elogure or dloclosure would vioiate obvious requirements of public e
golley o L.Amrs.uy with respoct o invemi;;_;f_mim reports furnlshed °
80 m J‘:c.m. A Cowmi;ssba 1y Federai azeacies, the relavant

segtriciion fu a rule of neadisclosere for a poried of 75 years
waless the ageacy in which the report originsted authorlzes
disclosura,

e Chlel Justice bag fnformed ma o a letter dated Apxil 5,
1563, that tha Pregidant’s Commmizsion concludad, after full cone
oideraticn, that the public avallability of the Commizsion's records
was a maticy W be resolved by the Attoracy Ganeral and the

riginating egeasicn in accordance with estabiished law and policics
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ol the Coverament. According to the Chict Justice, the Commlissica
croumed that these determinations would be made in fight of "the
cverrviding conslderation of the fullear posslble disclosure. ™ Mors-
ovar, tue Commliasion did not desirs o resirict access auy of it
working papers except those clagsificd by other agencica,

Boged en the views of the Commission ard the recommendations
& the Federal agencles {nvolved {summarlzed in the Auackment 1o

thig letter), the Depariment of Justice belleves that there should be -

£omae mmodilicaiion of the normal procedurcs of the Natfonal Archives.,

" Tae Deparunent recommenda that the foliowiag procedurea be adopied
+ dnerdor to accomplish the moat complewe daclosura conslsteas with

2P ¥ A ’
Lior deglumate dntorests:

L. All moterisl fucaished 1o the Prosfdent's Commisalon Ly the
voilee Dopartmont and the bumigration and Naturallzation

Srrvice should be made avallable to the public caa rogular basis, -
&

e S0 apencles havo authorized (ull disclogure.

<. lavestigatlve reports and related materials furnished 1o the
Fresident’z Commisgsion by other Federal agensics should bo adminls-
Lored 5 accordance with the exlsting regulatlons of the National Archives.
wazse agencies should be requeatad to examine the materials furnished

<7 them with a view 0 authorizing the lmmediate disclosure on a

segulcr bosis of ag mmuch of the materials as poasible. (Whore
Siaterlsls orlginated with an sgency other thaa the ona furnighing
L2m (3 (e Comnilaglon, the declalon regarding disclosure shiould
<2 mode by she orfginating ageacy.) The {oliowing guidelines should
L3 gpplics: : ’
Ce  Simtuiery requiremcenis of nondizsclosure should bo
Cbaervad; ~ '

- b Securlty elasalfications should ke respected, but the
L egency respoasible for the clasalfication should cone
g sider whether the clasalfication can be climfaated or
graded Cown ccasistenddy with the national security;
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Al vnclansificd material which ‘L.a heen du,clo.,cd
crbatim or in gubstanco ia the Roeport of th
sinicelon ox acccmo.,nyz'r pdbhf}hwd
locumanis should be made avallable to the pulilc on
a voyular basis. (In this connzctlon, it should Lo
noied that the Avchivist has edvised that a {Inal
determination ¢f which reporta have beea publizhed
in whole or in part, verbatim or in gubsiance, will

&0t 52 avallable belora 1960.)

 Uzclozalfiod moteria! which has not already beea dise

cloosd in na-:h- form ohould Be made avallckic 1o tha
public on o roguiar basis un}“as ¢isclosure

3y will b*- detrimental (0 the administration
and oaforcoment of the laws and x a(,ulmom
¢l the Unlicd Siotss ard it agencles;

7 2y wmay reveal the fdeatlty of coafidential

govrcas of Information or the nature of
confldential methods of acquiriag tafor-
‘maiion, and therchy proveat o iimﬁz tha
usa of the same or simllar sources and
meathods fa the futuxs;

3) may lead to the incorrect identification of
sourcea of informaiion and therely inkarrass
Individuals or the agency tavolved;

&) would be 2 source of cnzharrasement (O
fonocent percsons, who ave the subject or
gource of the material in quostion, becauso
of the Slagemination of gossiy and rumor or
detaila of 8 porgonal aature baving vo signifie

., © ecant eeancetica with ax.a cazassination of the
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.. & will reven! material pertinent 10 the @ TN
LiSo ook exdmiaal orosecuticn of Jack Ruby {ox e
LT the murder o? Leo Havvay Oswald,
gt L prior 1o tha {inal judicial determinatica
¢ thut Coaa. - %y o

Whore oao of the shove redsind for nondisclosure
may anply, the ngency fnvolved should welzh such
- reason againzt the Toverriding consideration of the
© guilest oossible disclosure” ia deiermaiving whether
cr oot e suthorize dlsclosura.
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eceot in special coses, documents ghould bo with=

[

1old or dlsclosed fu thciy eantixety.

Classificd and unclosziiled material witch i3 not made avalls -
.o sublic should ke revicwed by the agency conceraed {ive
years and ton years afier tha tnitinl examination has bees comploted.
The erlteria applied in the folidal ezamination, outiined above, should
bo appiled 1o determing whether chonped clreumstances will perait
sorther Cisclogurc. Similar vevicws should he undertaken at tea-year
intervals during the remalnder of tha 75-year pericd of nondisclosure.
The Archivist should underiake 10 arranga for guch review af the
Srproprinie timea.

s,  hen o roquest for Mmited discioguse of particular unclassified
Cocumernta or groupa of docunents s recaivad by the Archivist, he
s

~hould commualcate such request 10 the agoncy concarned, which should
concicer tha request ta the light of the eriterta outitned alove and,

wherover ¢oastatent with thoge eriteria, authorize the ilmited dls=
closuro reguested. Iathe appl cation of the criserts, conslderation
chould B2 glven o the qua tficatlons of the person requeating dSlsclogura
cod the surpose for which the requast fs made.

% snould be noted that tho Archivist hay {ndicated that the arranga=
mont ond preparation of on inveatory o? tha material turaed over (o the
Nerioant Azchives by the President’s Cominisslon will ot be completed
wnzil Juag i, 1965, Accordingly, fris unlikely thata roview of the
macterial curned over (O 0T Comralosion by the various ggencivs Can

be wderiaken boiore that date. It fo guggested that the Azchivist ba
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e aghed oy make oy ranﬂ: wments with the various agescics for such
i e zeviow 1o bo underta mn et s carlicot po‘;ai w1t dam, o b covried

L 8 The Arckivist hos advised that the Clspositloa of materials
O prietncting with the President’s Commiasion isell has boen dig=
LT cuced with M. Ranhﬁs cad that o fiaal docislon hes bean defersed
until affer June . H2 hoo cdvisod alse that pendlag s determination
Gk of the ownership of p‘z,.,zcal exbibiis, Tequesis or accesa o them
B, g e v'm Do relerred 16 the Dopariment ¢f Yuatzz..a.. Whtle {t is anticipated
Cuen © thes the fullest mossible disclesure of these porticay of the ;c..az'd will
L L be puthosized, o cseordanso with : the desires of the Prealdent’s ,
’." s ‘; S Cﬁ:;LuL.;::EG“' tha E}“"‘d ZRons Q"li ayog tint pak‘&(’:df dﬁwiatona a3 .
LA 0 tothom should o 2.:3 wods wwdl awe.a.":iaa rogarding them fa
CC:‘.ZU;«...»«.
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