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FROM; Melvin A. BEisenberg

SURJECT:  Fipst Stare Conference'(January 20, 196h4)

On Jénuary 20, 1964, Chier Justice Warren meﬁ vith the utalf.
Aftervbrief introductions, the Chlef Justice discussed the circun~
stances under which he had accayted the chairianship of the Commission,

When the position had first been ofxered to hin he declined it,
on the principle thet uupremp Court Juuiiceo should not take this
kind of'role. His associate Justices coneurred in this deciéion.

At this point, however; Preoideut Johnson called him. The President

stated that rumors of the most chgerratea.kind were circulating in

thlo country and overseas, Some'rumdrs wvent as far'as attributing
the assassination to & factlon within the Government wishing to g

the Pﬁesidency asqumed by Pre°ident Johnson, Others, if not qﬁenched,
could. coneeldvably lead the country into 8 var which c¢ould cost |

ko mlJlion lives. No one couldurefuse to dq.somathing vhich might
help to prevent such a posaibility.» The President convinced him

that this wag an ocession on which_éctual conditions had to override
general principles, j K

The Chier Justice then discﬁ ssed the role of the Comm1qs1on.

He placed emphasis on the 1mpoltance of quenchlua rumors, and

prccludzng Tuture sp;culation such as that which has surrounded the

. death of Lincoln, He emph4slzcd that the Commission had to deternine

thu truth, whatever that might be, . . -
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He then diécusscd.a targét daté.- Hé stated that on the near
side it would be diffioult Lo reJeaMe Lhe rCyniL before the trial
of Ruby had been completed On the far 51de, he hoped to se¢ the report
released before the Preuldenujal canpaign, nlnCC once the campaign
started it was vezy possible that rumors and speculatlon woudd
spring up-again. He thereforerset é.target‘datefof dJune 1, vith-
the understanding that the Conmission could not issue-a report until
it was satisfied that it had reached. Lhc truLh.

The Chief Juot4ce cou;lmlnd by d1°cusuiug briefly our position
as to Mark Tane and Melvin Bﬂlli.‘ This is,that we have no original
documents, and that if Belli o Lane vere cntltled to production they
had to move against tﬁe rersons holding the‘originals; As to lane's
request for public hearings;,the-ﬁhiﬁf Justice did not want to fdrce
anyone to be a witness at a private hearing againut his or her will,
and if & partlculqr wltness rejected 8 closed hearing there vould either

be no hearing or a publie hearing, probably the latter.
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