UNITED STATES DEPARTMenT® OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to
File No.

Dallas, Texas
March 4, 1964

- LEE HARVEY OSWALD

The following information is set forth concerning Lee
Harvey Oswald's alleged suicide attempt mentioned in his'diary
together with results of investigation concerning a scar or scars
on his left wrist possibly associated with a "suicide attehpt" of
Oswald. : ’ '

On February 25, 1964, Mr. C. J. Price, Administrator,

Parkland Memorial Hospital, Dallas, Texas, advised he was unable to
recall sesing or reading any report or observation on the part of
any person who attended Lee Harvey Oswald after his fatal shooting"
on November 24, 1963, that commented on a scar on Oswald's inner
left wrist. He stated he observed Oswald while he was in the
Trauma room and during the time he was sent to surgery at Pdrkland
Memorial Hospital on the day of the shooting and he failed to
observe any scar on Oswald's wrist. - ‘

Mr. Price advised that Dr. Earl Rose, Medical Examiner
for Dallas County, performed an autopsy on the body of Oswald and
that Dr. Rose probably would have observed the body more minutely
than anyone else. ~

Mr, Price further advised that Carl Dockery, a resident
intern at Parkland Memorial Hospital, made photographs on 35 mm.
film of Oswald while Oswald was in surgery prior to his death
and that this film was impounded and is currently in his private
possession as a result of instructions by the Board of Directors
of the hospital. He stated the film has not been developed and
it will be produced upon the issuance of a subpoena duces tecum
addressed to him and/or Edward R. Maher, President of the Board
of the Parkland Memorial Hospital, Dallas, Texas. He added that
Mr. Maher'’s business address is c¢/o Ed Maher, Inc., Ford dealer,
420 N. Harwood Street, Dallas, Texas, telephone RIverside 1-3871.
Mr. Price stated that some of this film might show the inner left
wrist of Lee Harvey Oswald. -
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LEE HARVEY OSVWALD

. On February 25, 1964, Miss Audrey N. Bell, a registersed
nurse, employed as Supervisor of Opersting and Recovery Rooms,
pParkland Memorizl Hospital, Dallas, advised she observed Lee Harvey
Oswald a2t Parkland Memorial Hospital on November 24, 1963, in the
emergency room and during hexr stay with him she did not have an
epocytunity to observe any old scars on his left inner wrist.

_ On February 25, 1954, Dr. EFarl Forrest Rose, Dallas Cecunty
“edical Examiner, Parkland Memorial Hospital, advised he periormed
an autopsy on the body of Les Harvey Oswald at 2:45 p.m. On
November 24, 1963, and that the autopsy report which he prepared
wis No, M63~356, It is noted on page 2, line 12 through line 13,
there is a transvsrse 1 3/4 inch slightly raised whife scax Ou the
velar aspect of the leift wrist.

Apother scmr on the left wrist is recorded at the onad
of the first paragraph, page 2, lines 19 and 20, which is desuribed
es & vertical 1 1/2 inch scar with cross-hatching over the medial
aspsct of the mid-distal third cf the left arm.

Dy. Rose notsd that the transverss Scar on the left wrist,
notsd op lines 12 and 13, might possibly be associatsd with a
suicide sitempt.

: Dr. Rose sdvised he has 27 color 35 mm. Kodachrome slides
which he made during the autopsy which have been developed and
were chaswved to be over-—-exposed which he stated could be produced
if =magecsery for gppropriate examination. Dr. Rose projected the

sliges in the presgnce of Spacial Agents of the Faderal Bureau OF

Investigaticn and the scars are not noticeszbly apparent in theam.
Thaca slides are numbersed 3 and 4 of Parkland Memorial Hospital
butopsy Fils Ho. M63-306. -

On Februsry 26, 1964, Mr. Paul J. Groody, Zmbalmor zud
Frusral Director; Charlses B, Miller, cwaer, and Allem S. Baumgardar,
Appwsntice-Znbalmer, Killer ¥uneral Home, 5805 Camp Bowie Blvd.,
Fort Worth, Tezas, all advised that at the time the body of Lee
Parvey Oswald was embalmed they did not cbserve any type of scar
on the left wrist of Oswald.

. On February 28, 1964, Robert L. Oswald, 1009 Sierxrxa,
DPenton, Texas, =advised that om Jauuary 19, 1964, both Marina Oswald
and Jowes Herbert Mariin, her business maunager a2l that tims,
mentioned somsthing to him about the possibility that Lese Harvey
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Ouwwald had atterptad to commit suicide at one tima. Both Mavina
Cawsid and Martin statsd they had known nothing about it until
some mantion was made of an ontry to tnla sffect in the diary of
Ler Harvey Oswald found by foderal investigators, Robert Oswald
stetsd that both Msyrima Oswald and Martin stated they had never
ka4 of any attempt by i Harvey Oswald teo Lammlk suigids but

M- eima Oswald siatad she had noticed a scar on Les’s wrist and
sad asked bim sbout it ssveral times., According Lﬁ Ropart Oswald,
Marisa Oswald indicatsd that lee Harvey Oswald did not answer her
queries and never msde any explanation as to how he got this sear,
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Ropert Uswald steatsd that wveawr Th
naver beard of sny atternpt hy Lse Barvey w'ald to comsit suicide,
doss not recsll any commant ‘or discussions by Lee Harvey Oswald oo
“the qubdﬁ t of suicide, and does not recall ever seeing a soer on B
9 ither of Les Harvey }mwald’s wrists. j

On March 2, 1964, Marina Oswyald advised she possasssd [
ao additicnal infozsation to that alresdy furnished with respest e
to Les Harvey Oswald’s Ysuicide atterpt” as reported iun his diary. -
Cn February 28, 19684, Dr, Burl Forrsst Rose made
aveilabls a Jerox o bl his autopsy rezcrd on Autopsy No.
63336 w h wes performed on lLee Harvey OGswald on Novembar 24, ,
1963, In this aaunpqy rogord undar "External Eaam1ma§1@n" tha :
following appaars =
| b
PExtaornal & tion revezls & 5 foot, 9 inch white L
mzle, tha estimated welight is 150 pounds Rigor is T
nol prosant, FX ghi !lelwg of the body., Tasrs is -
Faint postericr nobttiiing 11v1d1ty. ?'
"fdentificatios basds nn the left wrist, the wright §j4
wrist, thz left grest toe, The hesd is exsmined, Thoe s

2

9
hair is browa, slightly wavy. Small amount of dried
blood im the Wair which has vup from the bairlige ’ o
to tha wight snd backward, Slight froatal balding. :
To tha 7tFLt of the midline over the forshead is a
1/2 = 1' ik arusted suparficial abeasion., The
hairlin iuli tamporal region, is a 1/16 inch
vary uuo%w’ Gin 1 sbradsd avrea, There is a bft
perinrbita2l hamstoma which is purpls in the contral
portion, iﬂuihg st Lhy maru;ﬁa to a faint lemon-
vallow, Total diamster of this is 1 3/4 x 1 1/4 inch,
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LEE HARVEY OSWALD
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"The irides are grey-blue, the pupils are siyusl at

8 mm, The sclera and coajunctiva are not remarkable.
Poorly definsd scar on the dorsum of the npose which
moasures 1/4 ¥ 1/4 inch., There is black material in the
nares, Midline, upper lip, terminating at the
verxillion margin is a 1/4 inch pale scar. To the

left of the midline, the upper lip, is a 1/16 iwch
abrasion., The buccal cavity is otherwise not
remarkabls, Oral hygiene is fair with some filliags.
The tongue is not remsrkable. The beard measurss
betwsen 1 to 9 mw., DExemination of the neck lswads.

At %*he upper end of the right sternocleidomastoid

over the skin is a tramsverse very supsrificial 3/4 inch
seratch with soune roddish antiseptic type of paint
saprrounding this. MHair distribution is mormal., The

pubic hair kas bsen shaved. The psnis is circumcised. ==
The tsstes are descendsd. The abdomen is flat. s

; ' ¥
nOysr the left psctoral zegion, 14 inches from thke top o

of the head and 2 3/4 inches to the left of the midlinse
there is a 1 1/4 imch wound. The edpges of this are sharp,
Over the left chast is au obligue wound which criginatss
17 inches from the top of the head and ruus forward,
downward toward the midline asnteriorly measuring 7 1/4 :
jnches and closed by 12 running back sutures, This wound P
goss inferior to the left nippls. Over the lateral : e
aspest of the left arm, 16 inches from the tup of the e
hexd is a 3/4 x 3/8 inch wound. It goss into the :
subcotansous tissus. 18 inches from the top of ths -
head over the lateral aspest anteriorly of the right L
awm there is & 1 x 172 iach wound which goss iuio the

suboutsnsows tissus. 21 1/2 inchss from ths top of the 3
hoad orizinating slightly below ths xiphoid rUnoing s
in the widiine to above the pubis is a 10 1/2 iamch : '
aatarior nidline wound closed by 5 wirse sutures, R o
Above the medial malleolus on the right sids there %
is & 1 3/4 inch tramnsverss cut-down incision. , m
Ceptalad to this is a transverss 1 3/4 ineh sdapgre [ =
ficial transverse incised wouad. Above the lsft %
predial maelleslus there is a 1 1/2 inch cut-down type e
of incissd wound., To the lsft of the midline regioca t‘
of the sscond thoracic vertebra thers is a vary faint L
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LEE HARVEY OSWALD

"3,/8 inch bluish discolored area. 1In the right
antecubital fossa is a very tiny needle puncturs

type of wound surroundaed by bluish discoloratiocn.

In the left antecubital fossa there are three small
neadle puncture type of wounds surrounded by bluish
discoloration. The nails are examined. They are
somewhat dirty although quite well carsed for. No
evidsnce of injury is noted. On the midporticn dorsum

of ths lsft hand, there is a poorly defined pale white
oblique 1/2 inch scar. Over the volar aspect of the right
wrist there is a tramsverse supeirficial 1/4 inch abrasion.
Volar aspect of the left wrist thers is a transverse

1 3/4 inch slightly raised white scar. Medial aspect

of the right knee reddish very poorly defined 7/8 x 1/4
inch reoddish discoloration. Over the left arm, bslow

the deltoid there is a transverse 5/8 x 3/4 inch some-
what puckered and irregular scar., A few striae along

the lateral aspect of the thighs. Some of the hair of
the chest has been shaved. 1In addition, to ths left of
the midline there is a round poorly definsed round
impression on the skin, the diamseter of which is 2 inchss,
Over the medial aspect mid-distal third of the lsft arm
thers is a 1 1/4 inch vertical scar with cross hatching.
23 inches from the top of the head and 3 3/8 inches

to the left of the midline anteriorly and 10 3/4 inches
to the left of the midline posteriorly, over ths locwer
aspect of the left chest there is an entrance type of
wound which measures 1/4 x 5/16 inch in diameter. This
is surroundsd by & contusion ring, the total diamstsrs

of the contusion ring are 3/8 of an inch.

22 inches from the top of the head and 9 3/4 irches

to the right of the midline anteriorly and 8 1/4 inchses
to the right of the midline of the back there is a
vertical 2 x 1 inch gapping wound. Postericr to this
by 1/2 inch there is a'3/4 x 3/8 inch irregular contused
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Dr. Rose produced 27 35 mm. Kodachrome slides of photao-
graphs taken during the autopsy of Lee Harvey Oswald and rsquested
that after the slides had been copied by the Federal Bureau of
Investigation Laboratory that they be returned to bhim as Foon as
possible. These 27 slides are described as follows:
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LEE HARVEY OSWALD
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1. 7Full facse. &9“
2, Left side of facse. - —
3. Right side of face.

4, Chest. .

5. Abdomen with surgical incision.

6. Genital organs and thighs,

7. Lowsr thigh and knee.

8. Below knee and anterior.

9. TFeoet (top). LR
10. Solss of feet. £;¥
11, Back of head. Ezi
12, Upper back.

13. Lgowsr back.
14, Buttocks,

15, Back of thighs. k
16, Back of knees.

17. 4Ackles z2nd back of feet. E?:
18. Outer hanis om chest. L
19. Entrance gunshot wound. ik
20. Surgical wound. - —
21. Tull facs. :
22. Full facs.

23, Izft wrist.. P . :
24, Left wrist. : - o
25. Open abdomen. ‘ ' :
26, Aorta with gunshot wound. e

27. Aoxrta with gunshot wound.
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The foregoing numbers 1 through 27 are the handwritten
numbers placed on the slides at the time they were obtained from
Dr, Rose on Irebruary 28, 1964, and the two slides numbered 23 and
24 are the slides referred to in the interview with Dr. Rose on
February 25, 1964, as Nos. 3 and 4.
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