The following is based on request of
the President's Coumigsion on

S N ¥ Assassination of Presideént DY as
}g’a¢é indicatcd in letter dated April 23, 1964,by General
.2+, - Counsel J. LllLRA§§£§Jto Director J. EDGAQ_WgQgggw

It ip ‘to be.recalled that testimony by Mr.
CARLOS BRI , was taken by Staff Counsel WESLEY J.
u%%é?gggﬁ, of the Presidential Commission, at New Orleans,
slana on April 8, 1964. As indicated on page 33 of
‘the transcript of toltinony by BRINGUIER - Cuban 'spy"
'FERNANDO » then in;New Orleans, Louisiana, by
letter to CARLOS L , former Cuban Ambassador to
Meﬁgco, warned hin to be alcrt for the period prior to
Angult 8 (1963), and, according to BRINGUIER, it was on
" August 5 (1963) that gﬁgﬁ{g attempted to infiltrate
BRINGUIER's anti-CASTRO. organization at New Orleans.
- BRINGUIER referred to copies of the Spanish language
_newspaper DIARIO LAS ICAS for dates of September 4
~‘and 6, 1963, containing irticles on FERNANDO FERNANDEZ.

DIARIO LAS AHERICAS is a dnily'plpcr printed
at Hinui Flo:idn.
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Bringuier elso testified to the exist of & military training camp, in viols
of both law and netionel poliey. The F& didn't require Bringuier's testimony for
knowledge of this, for the FBI had conducted s reid. The Commifsion's interest was
ot in the camp, the reid, who wes doing whet there and in preperstion for what, not
in violetions of U.S, lew or possible informstion sbout the 2sssssinetion. It wes
interested in the farce sbout the alleged anti-right-wing Cuben “gpy", which is ome
~way to investigate the murder of a P\r?iize\nf.
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The following is a tramslatiem of am article which
appeared im the Spanish language daily, "D ricas",
September 4, 1963, page 1, cels, 4-7, page 11, cels, 5-,-713- o

SUPPOSED AGERT OF FIDEL [CASTRQ IS NOT DETAINED
‘ _ o %—
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SECRET SERVICE OFFICIAL MAKES STATEMENT§ TO
wDIAKTO' IAS AMERICAS":--ONE OF THE LEADERS OF

THE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC MOVEMENT SPEAKS,
THE CHARGE e

DETAILS. OF 8

A repert by
BENJAMIN DE LA VEGA

o

: Tuesday morning, the FBI teld the "Diario Las g
Amoricas” that the Castre spy, FERNANDO FERNANDEZ BARCENA,
”v::.:os being detaimed By the Federal Bureau offl?vo-tt-
“ ° . - o . i i e Al 517

This statement by the impertant investigative

agency of the United States gives a mevw twist te the denun-
ciation made public yesterday by the leader eof the Christian
Demecratic Mevemeat, LAUREANO BATISTA FALIA, whe said that
he had turned ever the uncevered Cemmun: agent te the FBI,

“MAKING INVESTIGATIONS"

" In apswer te ether questiens, the efficial ef the
Federal Bureau ef Investigatisn whe received the reperter
said that "the pertinent investigations are being made"

concerning the charges which kave bkeen made by the Chriﬁtinn_

o Demecratic Mevement,

When asked abeut the statemsnts made te the reporter

yesterday by Mr, LAUREANO BATISTA FALLA te the effect that
The JEI bad teld him that "it was met & erime fer Castre

agents te spy ea the greups ef Cuban exiles and that it is
only a crime to spy against this ceuntry and net against the

exiles who are vielating United States neutrality laws”,

the FBI efficial smiled briefly aud said, practically with-

eut meving a single musecle ef his face:

. "VWe have ne co-nont‘to make on that. These are
strick)y persenal statemsnts by Mr, BATISTA FALLA." The
official added with emphasis: "VWe investigate everything

-3-.

Everyone else is a "Communist egent” to the right-wing Cubans. Note the quoted
FBI acknowledgement that the Cuben exiles were violating U,S. law and their
spparent immunity. They were indignent thet the FBI did not mske up a law to

suit their whim. Batista Fella, ss the next pege shows, has instant law to
cover his desires. '
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:H;‘:f'who is acting as a fereign agent is
.. fully included in these inc, stigations,

| Attempt en tie ‘life ef FERNANDO FE

R A A AR A1

which may hurt the security ef the Unite

d/States. Anyens
diately investigated
by the Federal Bureau ef nvestigatien, ga%ﬁgz agents are

' , D erder te

.. arrest any persen charged with these crimes, we must have
the necessary. preef." ‘ '

o 797 his part, Mr, LAUREANO BATISTA FALLA, when
questiened abeut the release of the suppesed Castre spy,
said: e
& § 1

S - "We c'ig suftficient proo£f£3’th§.rhl for his diriut;»
* . But ameng etler reasens, we  turned him over te that gevern-

. /ment effice fer fear that the Cuban exiles weuld make an
Z BARCENA,"”
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° Se far' the whereabeuts of ‘the cenfessed Cnsfro“a:aht’ﬁ?
&e unknewn, fer at ne time Was he presented te the press .
as ke lhouldihnw. been by the Chrittian\fn-ncrutic Mevement,

., . f" - A A N A STINAE 1 I, T g v, .
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b DIEGO VALER® SPEAKS . 2
fa B e RS -2 P .
DIEGO:YAIBRO, accused by FERNANDO FERNANDEZ BARCENA
of being the leader ef!the Castre espienage netwerk in Nassau,

Nassau, heard of the statements in which he was mentiened
~ a8 a Castre agent, he flew te Miami te clarify his pesitien
- te the investigative agencies ef the United States,

- DIEGO VALERO said: "I knew FERNANDEZ BARCENA some yoars
age, but I cannet understand why -this charge against me has ..
been made. When he came te Miami, he came te my house and
I belped himiin every way that I.ceuld, Last Saturday, when
be was in Wiami, he visited we at the hetel, and although he
teld me that he was disappeinted in the lnti-01ltro fight,

I had ne indicatien that ke vas geing te make this decision,
and of ceurse, I had D6 idea that he was in the service of .
"As a matter of fact,"” added VALERO, "altheugh I
corresponded with him as I did with ether fndéwdd, I never
knew abeut his activities which he new claims in the inter-
view to have teld me, I repeat that I cannot understand
why this charge was made, and if it were net for the time
.that I have had te waste in erder te ceme te Miami te explain’
all this, the whele thing weuld make me laugh frem new until
the end ef the week, I believe that Justice and Truth always
win eut, and that is Why I have appeiléd:te the United States

- 4 -
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How was the assassinatiOn‘investigated? This file shows another as
pect, the philosophiec approach of the FBI, the police mind at its

politically most ignorant, the doctrine of the radical right that

bermeates it, dominates it. This report on Fernando Fernandez, who
wanted to escape punishment for open violation of U.S. law, who was
depressed hy his own association with the anti-Castro forces and had
decided they were ineapable of accomplishing anything, who had been
beaten with impunity by these forces, with the knowledge of the U.S,-
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. agencies and I have placed myself at their dispesal, se that IR
. they can make all the investigatiens which they poo- pertinent,™ .

~ THE CHARGE
By ADOLFO G, MRRINO

4 | ' /
3  MIAMI, Sept, 3 (UPI)--The Federal Bureau of Investigatien
4 teday questiened a "confessed Spy" for Communist Cuba whe

2 says that the subversive and espienage activities fer all
3 ; America are directed by the Cuban: anbassadors in the United
S Haﬁ%gpl and in Braszil, S

HRMMWWZ. young exiled jeurnalist, made a
b - . cemplete "cenfessien" ef his presumed espionage activities
3 in a recerding which he gave te the Christian Demecratic
3 : Mevement, directed b LAUREANO ¥§TISIA (ne relitien te the
ex-dictater FULGENCIO BATISTA). . -

. In the recerded statement, FERNANDEZ says that the
se—called ferces ef Natienal Liberatien which are eperating
in Venexuels 'teceive arms frem Mex ® and Cuba, and that
the %%f&r is made en the high seas,"”

B adds that the metwerk of subvesrsien and espletiage
oextends frem the United States s far as the B as and the -
: I distant Seuth American "Seuthe Cone”, and that/t leaders
f " _ef the netwerk are "Ambassader LOS IECHUGA, formerly in
3 Mexice and new head ef the Cuban Atisn in the United
Nations, and the newly-appeinted Ambassador te Brazil, RAUL
ROA I, sen of the Cuban Minister ef Pereign Relatiens,” .
He ated that the strategic "Seuthern Cene" alse has as
its leader a jeurnalist, "JOSE RODRIGUEZ MENDEZ, Cultural

v
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AStache te the Cuban Embassy in Brazil”, and that in the

Bahamas "11 the immediate superier eof the Miami netwerk,
Bamed q;@ggkiéﬁggo."

A specific task entrusted te FERNANDEZ, according te
his statement, is that ef investigating the activities of
the Cuban exiles in Centr ca, chief ebjective
-Was te fellew the activities ef MANUE IME, ene eof the . 9
leaders ef the unsuccessful invasien ef the Bay e Mg&gg. whe : s
is cennected with the se-ealled "Central American Plan",

Zover ' whils ne wa
Security", with "Rus

S beingz be “this file is under "Internal

JaRSyL8” and "Qubs” added. ; The FBI interviews Ruperto

Pera, brother of Orest, owner off the .Bar, and Ruperto disputes

and disproves the ] aginings of Carlos/Bringuier, and Ruperto's inter+

rogation also is listed under "Interp: curity”, again with "Russig"
and "Cuba" ‘added. Orest Pena, who informed the FBI of those he con-
sidered pro-Castre, whose anti-Castroism is memorialized on the front
Pagss of the New Orleans pPépers, but who objected to what the FBI was
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‘/ddizng and who told me that in return he was threatened by the FBI,
avg;,&%%g
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"I happea te have infiltrated a cemmande group which
is propu'mto undertake a big eperatien against Cupa. I.

have detaileqd infermatiea abeut the military plan. attack
is imminent thd is lesaving frem Ceamtra [America..."

FERNAS said that ke signed his confidential cerres-
pendence with the pseudenymn ef HENRY PRIETO, and he warned
that "frem new until August 8, it is vital te remaim alert,"” .

) ln? that he arrived ix the United /States on '
January 11, I8§1, but he ‘began te werk specifigally in the
Netwerk of Eppgpnage and Subversiean abeut a year age. The
recruiting was ‘deme im Kansas City, Misseuri, =

-

In Mexi he added I%ZQ?QQ:; lieutenants were
a Venezue lan d mmgcn ZAL, whe 'takes care of
gotting suppl}-l for eumunist terrerist greup called
- Frent of Natiemal Liberatien.” The ether is "OBVAJ;,D?/ ANAYA,
a mrw.:," . A e . . . O T A D)

Ho said that "frem lox;co),»aru and meney are sent
- te the Venezuelan terrerists,” The arms are transported in
Cuban fishing pbbats to seme peint en the high seas, where
centacts are made with Venezuelan beats and those of other
nat:l:naltl'.tios, which intreduce them clandestinely inte that
ceuatry,

- Be said that FIDEL CASTRO's watchwerd for the
Venozuelan terrerists “is "a rifle under each jacket, -
CASTRO's direct agent in Yon\:lbh is a Cuban named _ .

He stated that the Cuban embassies in "Mexico and
razil are assigned, ameng ether things, the task-éf '

- issuing false passperts and ideatificatien documents,

Money is distributed frem these cemters. The Network :
penetrates deeply inte th’"Scutlugg Cene", where journalist
JOSE_RODRIGUE MENDEZ, Cultural Attac e the Embassy in
Brazil", directs all the astivities ef subversiem and
espienage."” ' S R L "
[ . .

= The Miami Office ef the q'_; refused te give

infermatien en the quéstiening ef FERNANDEZ. . ¢ “y

.
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» r hates the U States and chale
m both lie-detector tests, is also
rinternal secur: o Lupe 2dded, Bubt Bringuier, darling of
the radical right whose beliels " propagenda he mouths, who misin-]
formed ths FBI - he is not. The FBI's 12/11/63 report on him follows,
immediately before the report on Orest, where the reader can see thig:
for himself, as he can with the long series of reports about and on
interrogations of Bringuier printed earlier. Not one of these bears
the notation, "Internal Security", with or without "Rusgia" or "Cuba®.

Nor are those whitewashing "reports" on the "onvestigation" of the
Cuban training camp that follow designated "Internal Security”,

who swore under oath that
lenged the § to give &
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