Dear Dave, 6/3/81

Martin Waldron's obit in the ¥ines, particularly the hint of his love of partying,
raﬁndsmufmeﬁemp!ﬁ.sswmeslmymthavamldyoﬁ.

It was duying the 10.73 chidentiatyk hearing that Mo and I got to be good friends,
He then was g very largem man, so large he couldngt butm his shirt collar,

Bach morning, no matter how late I'd been upy I was at the marshalls fail by the
time they got Jimyy Rayt there. I'd stay wntil Jim “esar got there, usually. Haybe a
couple of times when Jim did not ret there T didngt stay as long as the time they moved
Jimmy to the courtroon,

Bacave I got up early I took %o getting a cup of coffer before the hearing began,
usually it would be with Mo, unless he were not there,

Qf'ten we'd chat during the breaks; of which there were tWo, aelle aN3 Pom., each
long e ough for a smoke,

Mo knew what work I did gdd that I'd done ths investigating, lined up the witnesses,
etc., and I'd informed him of some 4n advance, for backgrounding,

One morming toward the end, I've fofgotten who the witness had been, when we left
for the morning break, I was headed toward the vest room, which was a 1ittle 4o the right
ag one lef't the courtroom, and across the corridor, and I'd stoppedjust outside the
eourtmomtolightup,whenlfeltthisemuaamaromdmefmmmﬁght,arealhear
hugs Then there was Mo's gravel volce, "Hal, you old sonofabitch, aingt you ashsmed of
yourself?" I asked him why, in some surprise. not re-lizing he was joking, His answer
was "For fueckin up the State of Tenmessee, the County of ShelBy %= and the FBI."

The afterno-n of thed last day he me the same kind of way, sirglar circujstances,
and asked "Hal, you old sonofapitch, don't you know what overldll 4s7" I laughed at that
one and said in that case wasn ¢ possible, We'd Just done a job on their last rebuttal
witness, Not the last one schefuled. Pumed out %o be the last one becaise of what we did
to just sbout all of them, thrned them around, He was the ~antam vice president who wms
house counsel, a former United States Attorney and the prffosecution®s publishing expert.
183 mgtex gathered what was afoot when they put hin on, just before the lunch bresk, s0
I passed Bid a note %o follow me gid skip lunch, that I'd prepare him, I thought quickly,
wondering where we gould get privacy, for the trip 4o the motal and back would have takam
the entire breeks I finally thought of it: Jimuy Reyé cell! It was a nice setup the marshal
bad, At the inner end of his offices he had two roomy cells, one for men, theother for
women, with the very =nd a room for counsel to consult with his client, Jimmy was always
in the conference room by the time we 2ot there, This 4ime I told him peremptorily to get
lost so we could prepare and he Just went to the cell and waited, I always carried vecords
I thought misht be of use with ne. Thé large attache mase weighed 35 1bd when full and
it was full throughout that hearing, I did have in it records Bud couid use and & marked
quotes up as I made sugsestions do hime if he made nores on what I suspested. So, atter
about 20 minubesor so I askedBud to let me know when he was a8 saturated as he dare and
I'd get lost so he could finish his preparation the vay he wanted ite I even h'ad time for
a qvick lunche And Bud did tumn that witness around, dramatically, surprisingly. 0d course,
nothing really made any diffewence in that casgy which was decided in advance and without
regard to truth, justice or evidence, Put it tickeld Mo, ssmx indicated above.

Por that night, the last night, Mo arranged a party, with me the guest, Of the other
reporters present I vemember Nick Chriss of the LATimes, PanlValentine of + e WxPost and
& woman from the Nashvills Tennesscans I met Mo at the Downtown Holidey Inn, where all or
most stayed, and we got started in the bar before the others joined us. Then we all sat
ans drank, and then we went for supper, when we continued drinking, We had Jjust gotten

$he meal when enry faile aned his white assistant, Lodge as I recall, came in, We all asked
them ¢ )



them to join us, but they were reluctant., Finally, I thinkafter I fold them not to be afraid,
or accused them of being afrsid, they did, for the meal and the not inconsiderable drinking
after it. It was 3 a.ms 0r so when it #EX was all over, Halle and we were in the same

motel so we walked back together,arguingsll the way. He hated me and had had plans thgt I
had been ghle to frustrate. But he'd threatened me openly, in Bud's premence,

Mo was more than a ‘eulitxez- reporter. He was a fine himan being. The last time he was
here was just before his illness, or maybe the more seriocus parte I don't know butim
believe there may be a conneciion because he wgas then down $o almost 200 1bs, a_great
weight reduction, and he said that when he broke 200 he'd start drinking sgain, He didn'?
touch a drope k

Before I was operated on last year we had a lgng talk. “s was home end had been for
& while and was quite anxious to be back at work. e told me he'd had congestive heart
failure and that there was so much fluid accunulation in his lungs he was in danger of
drowning. But he then was hopeful of being bzck at work soone He said thet when he was
well enough he wanted to make g trip here and then loop back with a visit to the Robert

Sherili's in D.C.

Yo mas, obvicuslt, a spugherner. He had the accent. But I never placed it as a

ﬁlﬂﬂiane, accent, He was a Lpuislana country boys

We did have some oppomtunities to do a little good together.
7 BﬁSt’



