Tear Dave, 9/4/80

The femofel arteriogran dizclosed & second blockage and that both can be fixed,
The first ¥dme the operating voom and the doctor will both be avaiiable has me rotwrning
to Ceorgetom for the job en tho §5th. I'11 be there B-9 days. I have no other details
becaise I didn + ask for sny, If I knew anything else it would mean nothing and make
no &iffersnco.ths you may have gathered, I have enormous respect for this doctor, fron
his reputation (he was the consultant on Nizon's surgery, which was in the same general
ares) and the impression he has made on me as & vorson. With the confidence I have in
Mmammwignomcexfeltnanaedtoask-mmngelse. :

Well, 1 did ask two guestions. Idl and I had 3alked it over because my own doctor
bad explained long ago that ome dvesn't have an invesive test because although the risk
in them is slight there is a risk, unless surgery is to be concidersd, This one had told
me 8 weck sarlier that he recommended the arteriogram vecause the kdweidtm blookage shown
by the slectronic gadgets might be remsdial and because if not it ebill would be pocd to
know more about it. Sp when he returned night befpre last, with the entourage of a
teaching professor, to report that afternoonts results, and sald it could be fixed, I
asiced first if 14 could be done the next day and when he explained he'd have to check,
nothing slse wntil he returned, when I asked how long to sxpect $o be hospiialined,

The hospital is new, pleasant, and 811 the people were great, even the man with whonm
I sahred the room the one night, & black who ¢:rned his master's degree long enough geo
to have a son of collegs age. I was treated as though T were really somebody, without
asking for anything, The resident, not an orderly, took me down to the E~ray department
and remined with me until the asoistant ohief of surgery came, I% furned out that he
participated in the test. It also turned out that despdte the possibilities of nauses
and pain there was no nausea and no real pafn, The test consists of an injection into
the amm or the opposite ammy at the hand. I suprose it was something like sodium anatyl
hecause before long I became aware that my speech was slurring. When they decided I was
ready they made an injection into the groiny frow which I remember only pressure, Then they
took the X-rays, then thoy said it was all over until they were certain that all the film
was clear, then they said they'd made three of 4he thigh and cne of the lower abdomen snd
they were clear, That was all there was to it excapt that I was told o stay sbed for
eight hours, I suppose to assure that the puncture of the artery healed and there was no
chance of bldeding from it,

I must have besn and remained prethy relaxed because ny blood pressure and pulse,
tieane four times after woturn to the voom, was 190 and 142 over 60 and the pulse from
50 to 80. The interns and nurses asked me 1f I'd ever been an athlete! They said these
are signg of a good, strong heart, setually, I'd never known themed the blood Pressure
to be that low. '}t used to be about 128 gver T0<78.

I was impressed that this busy man, Hufnagle, gave up his normal supper hour +o
glve me the results himeelf and that he veturned hinsdadf to tell md that the opperating
facilities were not available untll after he had to leave for several days and to 4ell
me to meke a date with his secretary ths next norndngs He also t0ld me that he wes
changing the vascular dilator I've been one

I'd reported that walking had become painful, Hetd told me to build up to a non-gtop

bour, He vemembered my having reported this, =0 when he returned he suguested that instead

of walking in pain %o stop until the pain peseesy then walk again, ete, So with much +ime
when I checked out yesterdny mowming and a £aiv bweens despite thetheat I decied %o try
*o walk to Lesar's office, where I was %o mect the ride home. Lo I walked all 30 blocks
without real pain, (It was sll sl level or downelill.) So all in all, I felt metbty good
when L got home end I look forward to the Benefits of the surgeyy. Because I was off the
anti-~coagulent for 5 days I lusuriated with an extrs drink with Bud yesterday morning, to
delebrate the good walk. Although I was & little tired from it BX I folt fine because I -
could have walled much farthuw 3f I'd had 4o, T*11 keep you posted. Best to all,



