
Dear Jim, 	 12/11/78 

41 read and enjoyed your 12/6 while I had to take in the skull-numbery of the 
House assassins. I've just been delighted by it while she prepares supper, mostly 
salad and some leftovers. I'm redeveloping the Dave Wrone problem. Scale yesterday 
disclosed that in the past month'Ve put about 5 lbs on and have to waste them slowly. 

You refer to your serving wine and cheese and sponsorship by a beer company. Are 
you aware of the recent scientific work that is another major breakthrough of scienee? 
(Confirms what our grandparents knew without PhDs.) For the elderly and for the ill 
moderate alcohol intake is excellent medication and the best psychological therapy. 
If you have not and are interested let us know and we'll copy that piece. (Not doing 
it unbidden now because Lil got behind by the typing of another affidavit, just 
complete4, and after supper I must re-read to get executed in a.m.) ' 

Your beer company might appreciate knowing that the eork with which I'm familiar 
began in England with you0know-what, what they sell. This work, and I donot follow 
such thangs and am not limiting, was proven to be good for the circulation. Of blood 
as well as beer. Year or more ago I heard a radio item attributed to Lancet. 

Years ago a Vienese doctor told me to use wine as a tranquilizer. I rarely take 
a tranquilizer any more despite chronic anxiety and I'm limited to about four stout 
drinks a day. In fact I'm to have 3-4 to balance with the thinning qualities of the 
warfarin and must be precise at blood-testing time. With me it works so well the nurse 
raves about the balance when she gives me the word after the blood test results. 

Wrone story is magnificent and the telling superb. Great after the horror 
of having to listen to the assassins. I did relieve that some by outside work during 
the lunch break and firewood work after the end of the broadcast. 

Elaine will get good at it, a break for Dave and the kids. (By the way, mike 
ilaio thanked you for the greeting and remembering him some time ago. Forget to tell 
you.) Probably Elaine has been scheming something like what she pulled on you since 
confronted her with a similar problem end 1976. I then sent her an effecient slow 

cooker with Lil works new wonders and understand now Elaine does also. They'd put 
up with me for a week. 

The day you wrote and commented on the weather, how mild it is here, I was going 
around as close to barefooted as the ''obst supports permit.That mild. Even the chiggers 
returned! I learned the itchy way. But they're gone again. Down to 20, with strong 
winds. 

After I wrote I heard from Christian. He said he'd be sending the book and did. 
Came today. We'll copy inscription. I asked him what I asked you to askTurner. While T doubt you 11 need or want his detachment address, the label was loose and is enclosdd. 

There Ts interest in 'ane and Jonesville. Today's 14ewsweek is to have a piece. 
The Post had been after Lardner, wild was reluctant. But he called me from "emphis over 
the weekend for leads and contacts. I told him wrong city but have him names of those 
who might be able to help if anly second-hand. 

There has been no local reference to CIA, as you report fvvm your papers. But what 
you say about location, etc., sure sounds like what interests them. 

I'm keeping All the stories for Dave, who has a Lane file and interest and raved 
about what you gave him and the sensational condition of it, by the way. "eanwhile 
I'm also serving others on this. No initiatives. Laybe he won t get it this time. As 
I told Lardner, if I didnet tell you about it, from my observation 	is one who, 
if he fell in an undercleaned barnyard would get up with a monopoly on fertiliser. 
Incredible what he has gotten away with. 

I've never paid much attention to the off-beat religions - but if you are going 
to plow a field why not one already fertilized? 

Good thing those well-heeled matrons are thinking up things for you to do - and 
that they are possible. I suspect your Hospice out there is pioneering and is copied 
in an exceptionally worthwhile endeavor. 

Thanks and best, 
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S
en

. R
ob

ert F
. K

en
n

ed
y b

efore th
e assassin

ation
, th

at h
e h

as evid
en

ce 
of p

ossib
le con

sp
irators h

e saw
 w

ith
 h

im
, an

d
 th

at h
is life an

d
 th

e lives 
of his entire fam

ily have been threatened. 
T

h
e m

in
ister—

w
h

ose n
am

e can
n

ot b
e revealed

 at th
is tim

e for h
is 

ow
n

 secu
rity—

u
sed

 S
an

 F
ran

cisco attorn
ey G

eorge T
. D

avis as h
is 

spokesm
an. 

T
h

ere follow
ed

 a b
rief accou

n
t of h

ow
 th

e u
n

n
am

ed
 clergy-

m
an

 h
ap

p
en

ed
 to p

ick
 u

p
 a you

n
g h

itch
h

ik
er in

 L
os A

n
geles on

 
the day before the assassination w

hom
 he later identified as Sirhan. 

H
e im

m
ed

iately rep
orted

 th
e in

cid
en

t to th
e L

os A
n

geles p
olice, 

an
d

 sh
ortly th

ereafter received
 a telep

h
on

ed
 th

reat. "
K

eep
 you

r 
m

outh shut if you know
 w

hat's good for you and your fam
ily," the 

an
on

ym
ou

s caller w
arn

ed
. A

 w
eek

 later th
e th

reat w
as rep

eated
. 

T
he clergym

an
 con

tacted
 D

avis, w
h

o ap
p

ealed
 u

n
su

ccessfu
lly to 

the L
os A

ngeles police for protection. 
A

ccord
in

g to th
e article, D

avis b
elieved

 th
at th

e clergym
an

's 
life w

as actually in danger and that the police w
ere negligent. "L

os 
A

ngeles authorities," D
avis charged, "have taken the position that 

th
ere is n

o con
sp

iracy in
 th

is case, so th
is m

an
's story is n

ot im
-

portant." 
W

e h
u

rried
 to D

avis' office. H
e said

 th
at th

e clergym
an

 w
as 

on
e Jerry O

w
en

, w
h

o w
as n

ot on
ly a clien

t b
u

t a frien
d

 of th
irty 

years' standing. O
w

en had called him
 on F

riday evening after ar-
riving in the B

ay A
rea, and w

hfn D
avis couldn't reach us he called 

the A
ssociated P

ress because he thought som
ething had to be done 

w
ithout delay. T

he A
P

 had dispatched reporter Jim
 W

hite to D
avis' 

ranch near N
apa V

alley, w
here D

avis had O
w

en sequestered. T
he 

attorney had tried unavailingly to get help from
 L

os. A
ngeles P

olice 
C

hief T
om

 R
eddin, and had been unable to reach either A

ttorney 
G

eneral T
hom

as L
ynch or Jesse U

nruh. * 
D

avis th
ou

gh
t O

w
en

's story stron
gly 

su
ggested

 th
at S

irh
an

 
h

ad
 accom

p
lices—

th
e th

ree m
en and a girl w

ho had offered O
w

en 

* R
ep

orter W
h

ite, w
h

o h
ap

p
en

ed
 to b

e a n
eigh

b
or of T

u
rn

er's in
 su

b
u

r-
b

an
 M

ill V
alley, later gave u

s a cop
y of th

e tape record
in

g h
e m

ad
e at th

e 
D

avis ran
ch

. In
 th

e b
ack

grou
n

d
 D

avis can
 b

e h
eard

 p
lacin

g calls to th
e p

olice 
an

d
 th

e A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral's office. 

S too as dow
n paym

ent on the horse Sirhan w
as going to buy, and 

w
h

o h
ad

 in
stru

cted
 h

im
 to d

eliver th
e an

im
al to th

e rear of th
e 

A
m

bassador H
otel at eleven o'clock on election night. If the police 

w
ou

ld
 n

ot gu
ard

 O
w

en
, D

avis said
, th

ere w
as on

ly on
e in

su
ran

ce 
policy: "B

reak this story w
ide open all across the country!" 

R
elying on D

avis' judgm
ent, w

e agreed to help. C
hristian w

ould 
offer an exclusive national story to his ex-colleagues at A

B
C

, w
hile 

T
urner w

ould act as investigative adviser on any follow
-up to the 

story. W
e w

ere not discouraged by the fact that the A
P

 story, w
hich 

h
ad

 gon
e ou

t on
 th

e n
ation

al w
ire S

atu
rd

ay n
igh

t, h
ad

 n
ot b

een
 

w
id

ely p
ick

ed
 u

p
. O

w
en

 h
ad

 in
sisted

 th
at h

is n
am

e n
ot b

e u
sed

; 
w

hich detracted from
 the story's credibility. A

nd the L
os A

ngeles 
p

ress h
ad

 b
een

 p
u

t off b
y th

e p
olice lab

elin
g th

e clergym
an

 as a 
"nut." B

y producing O
w

en in the flesh on nationw
ide television, the 

story should pack a w
allop. A

nd once it w
as out, anyone w

ho tried 
to silence O

w
en w

ould only be adding credibility to his story. 
D

avis prom
ised to bring O

w
en before the cam

eras at ten-thirty 
th

e follow
in

g m
orn

in
g. W

h
en

 C
h

ristian
 ou

tlin
ed

 th
e story to th

e 
rad

io an
d

 television
 p

eop
le, th

ey reacted
 en

th
u

siastically. It w
as 

im
portant that the interview

 com
e off on tim

e in order to feed the 
n

etw
ork

 in
 N

ew
 Y

ork
, w

h
ich

 w
as th

ree h
ou

rs ah
ead

 of th
e W

est 
C

oast. 
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equipm

ent set up in the reception room
 of D

avis' office suite. T
he 

room
 w

as shut off from
 the outside but brightened by a large picture 

w
indow

 fram
ing an interior garden of subtropical flora. A

s the clock 
ticked, the room

 becam
e enveloped in sm

all talk. A
nd speculation. 

W
ho w

ere the other persons? W
hat kind of conspiracy w

as there? 
F

inally, at eleven-tw
enty, D

avis appeared and the crew
s sw

itched 
on

 th
eir flood

ligh
ts. D

avis in
trod

u
ced

 th
e tw

o m
en

 w
ith

 h
im

 as 
bodyguards for O

w
en. A

pologizing for the delay, he explained that 
only m

inutes before, the L
os A

ngeles authorities had called advis-
ing that they w

ere flying to San F
rancisco to "take charge." D

avis 
said that he had finally m

ade contact w
ith A

ttorney G
eneral L

ynch, 
w

h
o h

ad
 p

erson
ally p

h
on

ed
 C

h
ief R

ed
d

in
 
in

 L
o
s A

n
g
eles. 

T
he 


