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- he told Christian. “L can’t put iy Liager on it, but this country is
going in the wrong dircction,”

Christian had reason to et “mnth disquiet when he became

a special consultant to an assosialion of service-station operators

~ who had filed an antitust suit . giinst a giant trading-stanip com-

pany, charging fraud, pricc manipulution and conspiracy. Although

~close to $100 million in damuges was sought, the case was even-

~ tually compromised and settled out of court for less than one

- percent of that amount, Christina viewed (he token settlement as
“the consequence of a power play beran several years before. Robert
- Kennedy's Justice Departineat 1 liled an antitrust action apainst
the company-—Justice attorneys divy on Cliristian’s store of knowl-
.edge in the field of corporate bicvancering-—-but aftér the Presi-
~dent’s assassination, Lyndon Joiison's new team at Justice quictly
" dropped the prosecution. This severely compromised the service-
"‘ station operators, who werc for. o o enter their civil suit playing
a much weaker hand. If larpe corpoate interests could benelit so
'-"demswely from an abrupt clianp. in administration, ¢ hristian
wondered, could not some caliil guumig them. somehow lLiave ar-

- ranged for the President’s death”

~The notion was huidly disp:ife by a set of events thui begun
‘on a quiet Sunday afternoon i A prif 1967, An erstwhile broadcast
colleague named Harv Morgan. who was doing a radio tatk show
.on San Francisco’s KCBS staiton, phoned Christian and asked him
..t come down to the siudio and =it n on an interview with Harold
- Weisberg, author of a series of :oli pubiished books callud W hire-
~wash that were critical of the Warren Report. Weisheoy lived
in rural Maryland, so the intciview was held via lonp-distince
: phone. The show was scheduled o1 one hour but ran on tor {our,
. with hsteners calling in such nuni bers that the switchboard was
 jammed.
" After reading the buoks, Ciivisiian called Weisberg in Micytand
* to discuss references to Fiil bung lurs and cover-up in its investiga-
~ tion of the assassination. Severni davs later Christian was contacted

by an FBI agent who had woik:. (gentialiy on the trading-stamp-.

_ ._"*Smith’s:'a'utobiography, Persaiat dile, is required reading in nuny
. journalism classes. Smith dicd in 19 ;0. : Pl

* . company cas
- a saloon whei

“Who do
ll'ltefevst to CE.I
“Harold 1

know in Mag'

- The agen

“phone tap ha
e few day i
Christian’s 1in

hs

At first G
taps,” ‘he. fum
there must. bﬁ

It was ag
and sandy—hal
¢nough guyb
Christian was
capacity for. g
was dasamung

Turner we
College gradu
appumtment
a4 number Qf
murder of CO
an mspccto:-é;
against o'rgziijii
tapping, buggi
consulate in §
work. He req
J. Edgar Heo\

But by ’9(
had grown to

cage by scckm

them to look

-'_orgjdmzed crit
" Hoover. At th|
~was able to dis

a murmur .o .c]



CAMPAIGHN *6H8 | i

company case. “Meet me 4 Rotuad, ;- gt vaid, referring (o

a saloon where the two had o vsionslls vt for diinks. .
“Who do you know in Muaryland (iap might be of extreme
! Srest 1o certain people within tie LBIM the agent whispered,
“Harold Weisberg,” Chrisiian s od “He's (he ouly one {
 know in Maryland.” '
‘The agent confided that he |,
"one tap had intercepted Clhyi;
few days before, and hin
hristian’s line 1o be monitored from (h 1 ¢,
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It was against this backdrop thai « 1iiiiun et Turner, 1l
d sandy-haired, forty-one-year-old Jy,;
& enough guy but hardly the type of pusii-znad shos. journalist that
ristian was accustomed to, But Chriciiog notd hat he fud o
ipacity for collecting and storirg duta. i1 vestizative approach
Was disarmingly loW-k’ey,: but it sceined (., k.
. Turner was a Navy veteran of w
iCollege graduate whose fee-hockey carcer i bevy lnterrupied by
Appointment as an FBJ special agent in gy
% number of'well-k_nqwn FBI cases, fachidii s the 1959 kidnap-
.'-fu of Colorado’ BféWe.ry magnate Acolpi Coors, Jr., and as
Inspector’s aide he ‘lfeviewed'll';c Los A
inst organized crime. He wiis also speciidly vatied in wire.
pping, bugging and burglary-—— “biacl. 155
consulate in Seattle was one assigrneal il
Swork. He received three personid lellcy:
Edgar Hoover.
But by 1961 Turner’s doubts ubout (e it Directors policies
“ 8rown to the point where he poked i
¢ by seeking a congressional inves
m 10 look into the Bureau’s
ganized crime and the  stultifyii, peisciline culy surrounding
over. At the time, Hoover was i the pel of hig power, and he
able to discharge Turner g 4 “distupiine aiduence” with hirdly
urmur of dissent from members of Congiiss,
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