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Anne Reid Ober, F

Anne Reid Ober, 85,
widow of Harold Ober,
founder of the New York lit-
erary agency that bears his
name, died Wednsday at the
Sleepy Hollow Manor Nurs-
ing Home here after a long
illness.

Born in New York City,
Mrs. Ober was one of the first
editors of the magazine,
Suburban Life, which she
left to joint the American

Red Cross in W.ORLD War
1.

She met her husband in
Paris, where he was direct-
ing a Red Cross project, and
they were married after the
war in New York City. He
died in 1959.

Tor many years, they lived
in a converted farmhouse in
Scarsdale, N.Y., which be-
came a mecca for such au-

thors as Catherine Drinker
Bowen, William Faulkner,
Walter Edmonds and Philip
Wylie.

When the late F. Scott
Fitzgerald left the East
Coast ﬁo..solﬂ in Hollywood in
the late 1930s, Mrs. Ober
“adopted” his daughter, now
Scottie  Smith, who re-
mained on the East Coast.

Mrs. Ober also kept up a
close friendship with his

'

wife, the late Zelda.Fitzger-
ald. She preserved the cor-
respondence between Fitz-
gerald and Ober, which was
edited by Matthew Brucco
and published in 1972 under
the {title, “As Ever, Scoft
Fitz.”

For many years, Mrs.
Ober raised Briards, a vari-
ety of a French sheep dog,
and was frequently a judge
at dog shows.

riend of Authors, Dies at 85

She had been active in the
Westechester County Red
Cross in New York, Demo-
cratic Party affairs and with
the USO in World War II.

She is survived by two
sons, Richard, of Washing-
ton, and Nathaniel, of Ami-
tyville, N.Y.; a sister, Helen
Good, and a brother, Gra-
ham Reid, both of Denver,
and seven grandchildren.




