NOV 2 1 1973
Dear -Jiiy 1/19/73

Your excellent letter of the 15th, which raises gu-stions I really should think
through rather than feeling impressions about, comes at a Tine 4ime, a day when 1 don't
feel in the mood for riting and vhen, with Lil vorking, I don t want to taeke acvantage
of the sun apd get to wore woodcubiiig because 1 am expscting calle

I haven t teally gotten in to the voocecutting projects yet partly because 1'o Trying

to get wuch 8n paper and partly because I dream of a development which might enable me to
get one of the new, small chain saws. With our Tinances, it is highly improbable. 1t is
the kind of satisfaction I't sure you kno. to do this physical worke L've taken two large
locusts down for their long Butt cufs, to be used to respir the weir tha: feeds the fond
only to find that the neighbors who of ered to help to move them into place have not cone
forth. So, I've cut all the posts frou what remained, trimmed out all the finest bpush,
and @raged the rest to near the house where 1 have a chopping block and there cut what
once would have made brush piles for burning into legeths thet will fit the fire place.
low 1'd decided to stockpile this because we may yet get a real erunch. ilaven t started
the fireplace up yet. 1've even stockpiling the bmmable trash to start fires with! lowever,
GL would be prodd of me. ith several below-freezing nights anc a number of days when the
temperature dicén t get teo 50, in the past month we have used exactly T2 gels of fuel oil.
I find that 1 am warm enough on getting out ol bed in the we: hours to vork the temperature
up to what GL's doctor would says is a super-healthy 64° in easy increments. Days Lil works
I have it off eurirely and put more clothes on. Lo sweaters now plus & pair of cheap
Spanish Desert sooks or Chukkas, whatuver they are calied, very iight, above ankles, and
on szle Tor $2.88, Saturday Lil resurrectea the long johns I used when farming, washed
them, und when it is cold enough I'll wear them. I'm greasing in! We started this austerity
regimen belfore the par-iotic call, in deference to out finsnces, and it is worldng. Right
now, at 11:40 a.n,, there is nd light ourning anywhere in the house anc there hasnT .
been since I took il into towne There won t be until she returns...l've been using only a
15" pruning saw and an old nachete exceot fhere there is room to swing an axe. Sometimes
the nachete is better. But neither it nor the axe is congenial to shoulcer bursitis. I
suess I sufrer a bit of GL's emotional wuskeup, there is compensation in this contest, the
undercquipped against all. lie have alreany decided that if I can get a chain saw or if
I can see my way clear to hire a kic with one, we 11 burn nuch wood in the rireplace and
when il docsn;t have to use her office, 1'll clofe the registers @n mosi of the house.
If I havr to do it all by hand, it will be to . uuch. But we are prepared, emotionally,
that is, for a cold winter. You wund I had those as kids auywaye I have often slept in
ooy that could not be heatede. and the place willi be betiter for narvesting the trash
trees. 4lso gafer. We are & mark for an incendiarist, political of psycho {pne bad kia
in neighborhocd, arsonist, tou.) "he more L can clean up, the safer it will be.

Wenare close vet not in complete accord in iwpeachment. The optimist in me, at the
outset, not allowing for the extent of GL's irrationality or the cowarcliness of the
press and the Longress (Which is to say the degrec, not the fuet), end knowing what
could emerge, dic believe resignation was possible as an alterative to an unimaginable
disaster/disclosure. iy suspicions or what could out have beeb largely avlidated. But
it has not come out and +ill not, in all probability not after I put it all tugether.
Since then I have considered coup and impeachment as only possibilitiics other than capitu-
lation to lLixon, which would be a partial coupe

Where we disagree is on interpretations ~t does ap ear that Mixon is daring impeachment,
inviting it, welcoidng ite But I do not take this at face value, L believe anu I have
belieged and L+ long ago wrote that his is the stalling pgame, with this confrontation on
the Jore because he knew everyone feared it. He is daring, as you say, but not in the
hope he will be taken up as much as in stalling for tiie, having the initidgtive and the
atrenalin and I believe delaying ite _

Asswne the House does, seriously, go for it. The process in the liouse will take a
long time, Thereafter, the process in the Senate - and remember, his long-time personal
fink, Burger, will run it there - it will take longer and stall the Longress entirely.

One possibility i That he does not expect to ey in orfice at the end of the. term. The



vEZ¥simpzxz Very simple oroblem then is o stay in oltice, no more. dere tuwo thongs: his
doing what you note, inviting the beginning oi" the impeachment process, actually delays
it by scaring "them," meaning all oi’ them. This, his honchos snd other iactors can delay
it long enough so that it can mean nothing beczuse if it ever does come to kz & head, it
will be so close to the end of his term it can be no more than a gesture, #eanhwile, his
tneding to the business of the nation is yoing ©o ereate much wore turmoil than it has
alrcady, sueh is the care he gives it ana the comcetence with which he can.

inother thought that terrifies Yongress is going through it all and failing by & vote
or twoe I have tested a few of these, always noping something could come of it but never
really expecting. Of the recent ones I've have time to hear from Waldie and Conyers. "o
word. Several in the Segfite. The palace guards around the Abzugs and Dellums are such that
I won't every try again. These bright young are brighter and holier than the pope, and un-
less it is something in which they, personal y, have great interest, knov the member is
turned ‘on over, or in general is something not regiiring mach thought, they will not even
talk to one they donpt know. Their arrogence difieres from Usldeman's in nature, not facte
So, with the Congress, the only chance is his backing them so far into the corner that he

leaves them no alternative or some coming Sengation, on.: theu may not want to ignore or
caniiot. Except for something like this 1 really don't see impeachment as probable. In all
of it, of course, he will be atu:cking them ana they will be merely delending, and that
inefiectually.

A minor rephrasing: knmowing the public is short-minded and not .articularly interested
in political things, knewing fuli well that others have been proclaiming; the energy crisis,
he pretends he discovered and tried to do something about it. Here is is psychologegal as
well as political with hiiie

(I must have anderson columi on take-over, butl uy menory now iz such 1 don't recsll
four days back!)

Uy view is that while GL way have nade his own estimates earlier, he tock his cuenfrom
the orvin com ittee. 4+t was possible beofre Bhrlichman tesgified but fro.. the opening day
os his apisarance there should never have been any doubt in Nixon8s mind. “e knew what he
could do, what he had to oem do and «hat he could expect in oppo.ition: nothing. Witness,
gmon.: other things, the narked change in Post coverage and non-reporting.

(Sussman thinks the Jaworski and Ford stories will appear yet, as of touay.)

Talls of resigmation as a copout, we agree. 1 would go farthur, howcver, and say
that for theose who do consider it seriously it is a measure of the lack of uncerstanding
among "liberals."

lnpeachment now is our necd, HOT lixon's. He is beter off delaying that as much as he
can., Haother reason i thas it excuses all the meny things he can be expected to louse up
even vorse than cverything to date. leanwhile, his .anagers can continue to sclect
captive audiences, landings at air bases, all in the south, to buck hir up a bit, which is
more inportant then the claim he is getting a food reaction. That they invent or contrive
50 it rially makes litule diiterence. 1n bucking hin up, they also heve sowe irnfluence on
the GUPs who run next y.ar and vote this year. #nother way o puttin: this is that they
now can and do influsnce impeachment sentiment among the doubtfuld votes,

WH sources: I think there are two kinds. One works for lixon, pretending otherwise.
The other, ap earing to be his peuple, have tuwnede I don t know, This is what 1 believe,

I think I've have to start a separate impeachment file in what 1've selected out for
posuible writing., I have a separate box on that, I'1l begin it vith this exchange, if we
ever have to refer to ite
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