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Dashed this off efter hbaring i¥ quoted for first time about 11:%
last night snd tniﬁking about it inter ittently, writing after

L tocl: Lil to .orkyend Yefore the hearings started. I thiouzht it
worth Lotlng chen pewe-Baturd:y xmms radio news carried the

leal o the condag position and persuasive when the contents of
his position and the faect of the lotter were given to AP before
Ervin could have gotten the letter, which it was alsoc lezked had
been sunte Hrvin was home, politicking. (Tv was great on this
11:00 pere last nights The old man was in good shape, reporting
plctures of him holding a phonc captioned "Martha WHO?" and
saying how he fobbed off a preacher who wanted to be witness to w
what he claimed God had told him, "I fear that would be criticipg-
ed as hearsay’ apirox. I may, of course, be wrong in my

estimate o1 the situation, but I think I'm righte It won't tale
long fo know, If I'm right,a very interesting period lies in the
immediate future! If you noted & reflection of disgust in th§
last night's note when I couldn t find the quotes of Baldwin's
testinony I was disgucted with myself and more. I've been trying
tc indulge in a luxury, & portable portable radio on which Hil
can hear VG while werlkding., I have one that works well, only

gix transistors, but it eate batteries up and there is no telling
when they'll go dead on her, the only really partable with FN

we have that works at all. So, I'd decided to get one that after
the hearings I could wear around my neck on morning walks, the
old one I'd been carrying having pooped out long ago and Al is
very undependable in the mountains, so I hear little nevs while
valkings. I have gotten two, both with at least wiice the solid
stete components of the one that cats batteries, neither worked,
and I'd just gotten the third that, on trying at home, seemed to
forceast what happened today, it would be useless in her office.
Ihis one has 19 solid-state components, L don t lmow hov many
transistors, It won,t do what = 4 year old 5% transistor doez,
the third of which this is true! The compulsion to cheapen
everything in the name of "progress" was just another disgust

too many, ss is the waste of =211 this time, and, ineredibly, a
Svolt battery eliminator is not available locallye Learning this
2leo wasted much time, Clerk's don't lmov chen youn phone, When I
get to IC ageip I'll get one and Lil will nake out fine with the
old sete I can t afford to put three fresh batteries a week in it.
I'm sorry about my disgust with the ineffeciency and haste~-caused
micfiling, for I'm sure thot is whet it is and about asldng g
favor that will take time for youe...Had radio on while writing
this, MlmmtammmmmiddﬂﬁﬂgrmmmmetoEmdn.mEmmdhmwh
is that comebody told GL that most peovle would take it the way
0lc Sam out it, he has semething to hide in them, HW 7/25/7%




Wixon's counteravtack

JUL 2 9 1973

1f' the erigis has yet been reached in Nixon's Watergate fever as, for renescthms
fourteen nonths the political and factual temperature had gradually risen, it mme
with the inadvertent disclosure of his Orwellian method, clandestinely taping virtually
every vord anyone ever spoke to him or in his presence.

And that cpincided with his one known actual fever, his one admitted imesx
illneas in many years - fact about wikich the self-conceived superman soon boasted in
a manner unbecoming to the hind-running candidate in an election for dog—catcher,

Nixzon's peruonal and political crisis to that moment was reached about the time
he entered Bethesda Naval Medical Center Hospital with a slight case of viral pneumonia.
Perhps there is a symbolism in the short-lived fever, which peaked, if official anuounce-
ment are to be believed, at 102 and stayed there for a brief interval only,

His hospitalization and the disclosure that he was taping and bugging so secretaly
his closer counsellors and friends were entirely unaware of it,

His vaunting, excessive ax_1d ill-conceived remarks on leaving the hospital arc
worth separate unalysis. Frou ;;:ix concluding words, "let others wallow in The Watergate,"
it is not unreasonable to interpret this boastful and ii'?zgemt/statament of rather
more length than thic occasion justified, mas his real thro.ing down of the zauntlet,
his declaration, "Here I atand araiust the entire wordd - especially those bustard
Senators!"

Frow tha' coment s a strategic rather than a tactieal change could be aniicipated,

Hixon xz:ule.ih::/hm dirty fighter, again the man taking the initiative, attacking
instead of defending,

His fwibling, fecble attempt at counteratiack through surrogates uncqual to the
task of overcoming overvhelming factual indietment had faileds, “11 they could level at
Yoln ﬁem glanced off. Their opuosition witnesses, rather Hhsn refuting Dean on fact,
conflrmed him on it, amounting to no more thang proferas of uasuplortedi personel opinions
frain the opinionated. A substentlal csse againet Nixon hed been built, publicized -ud

survived a less than Nixonian counterattack,
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The day he left the hospital and unloaded his statement-challenge to the world he
also drove to Camp David, thwoush weckend rush-hour traffic for about two houre rather
than helicopter, o matter of a fourth the time, With him was only old crony Yebe J:i‘:ebozo,

a man whose omi dubious listory rukes him the ideal companiion for a dirty-works consultant.
‘umediately the touch of the old Nixon as apperont, Waiting ¥k for him at the gate
tazforkremaxz his retreat converted into fortesss, Yamp David, mux were thirteen Weshington
area girl scouts, accompanied by two counsellors. Quite a ceincidence, these picture=
maicing little girls so far from the nation's capitol and the President who just heppened

to decide to fight all that nasty road traffie so he could "enjoy the countryside" when
he was going to epend the entire weekend in it.

‘ ATTUNEG

Thie is the kind of stunt skilled publie-relations men wamkwiovs, to humanize.

Sure enough, for this "accident", there also just happened to be a photographer
at the right placemd a the right time, despite the antipress changes at Camp David
under Nixon, Yo, there was this pleture of the emiling Nixon waving at (posed poorly- he
waved to high) alweys—cute little gzirls,

Yet here aloo, in the yrmwooswgst contrived, ns so often with Miron, there vas
symbolism, cniropriate symboliams

The ruatio-cpnooring "Comp Dovid" mign, covered vith = viven-shingle penked roof,
has a {riple road stripe leading to it. On the right is the forbidden territory of Camp
David, The girls are to hke 1nf%, outcide Yaup Devidtm,

People, oven little girls, are for Nixon's use, but outeide Wi~ 1i%c and its CONCeINs,

Bafore Gonoranl Haig, Ron Ziegler and only o couple of othiors of those then closest
to hin jJoine: Mixon, there were alresdy leaks feo: the White Houne, the only possible
source, that despite hia sseurances to th: Senate, Nixon wes golng tomject the prormiscd
econsultntion over naking the relevant tapes available and would reject the conference,too.

Tt was 4:730 Friday evening when Nizon had himself photosrephed with his juvenile,
hwmen preps. The lesks were reperted by redio the next d=y, Seturday., And by Sundar

the leaks included an excluiive to the AP that Nixon had already sent Senator Ervin a
Twrkckore
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letter telling him, the “enate and the world, "Veal's off,"

Ngne of thiswas necessary. All of it was ill-mannered, a personal affront to the
respected, To-year—old Senato:'?dto the legislature. 1f it was a typical Nixon crudity,
why did he do it?

When he had been ill, there was no rush on writing, Ther: was no need to leak what
he would saye. They likelylse was no necd to leak that he had, in such great and unnecessary
haste mlready written and sent the lettews

Therefore, that he did the umnecegsary and gk did it so roughly, if it is not
Just another expression of Nixon's arrogance, wmust have meaning,

If Nixon had not been involbed, personally and M ivolved, in that catalogue
of crimes toogreat to list, these secret tapes of his would, without possibility of
Goubl, if untainted, prove it. “e had every reason to provide this proof and nomm
genuwine one for withholding it. That he would not, in logic as in legal concepts, meant
that he loew the consequences of his act and his act had the obvious meaning,

Horeover, the coming week was the one in which the $wo closest of his most intimate
counsellors, Ehrliclman and Haldeman, xkmxm were scheduled to testify before the Ervin
coind ttee. On coast~to-coast mudxim TV and internationally by satellite. The Senate
expected much to come from these #wo. *% scheduled the eatire, full week of hearings
for then.

This gross misconduct, this bragen display of contempt for the rest of the world
and its regerd for him, had as 1ts most likelt meaning a challenge and a message.

The challenge was "Do your worst, I'm ready.”

The message was, "Nixon is in charge and henceforth fights his way."

completed 9155 a.m. 7/23/73 - we 11 see hov it survives events.



