
There is a Port Richmond woman who has been incapacitated by special noises. 	• 

She would like to confer with me. Her lawyer may want to, may want to take a deposition. Sle isrp It RN 

without means. I have written her today, sending a copy of this vonH column, for her to inquire if 

this fork of the foundation, which also feals with ecology, would want and could pay the costs of 

getting me out there, with records, pictures, etc., what is not in the available literature on noise 

and its consequences. I've asked her to make the inquiries and let me know. I also find myself 

londering if The Whole Earth is encompassing enough to help with my work. We sure could use some! If 

is not too much trouble, could you find out how one applies for this kind of 	t?.The larger 

:'oundations are politically turned off or won't consider a grant as small as would be Involved, 

mocessing costs Ong  it economically unfeasible. Sounds like a.great foundatioul, If I keye not 

Isked you earlier, have an extra copy of the village voice uarrison interview. bk 2/12/7-5 
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T
he other afternoon S

tephanie 
M

ills w
as in her kitchen chopping onions, m

ixing her 
ow

n kind of curry pow
der, squeezing lim

es over a bow
l 

of chicken to m
ake a m

arinade and talking of Julie de 
L

espinasse, a F
rench w

om
an w

ho died 197 years ago. 
S

tephanie had researched Julie's existence rto see, if she 
co

u
ld

 fin
d
 an

y
o
n
e else in

 h
isto

ry
 w

ith
 a p

arallel 
occupation. 

T
his long-dead hostess of the E

nlightenm
ent w

as, like 
S

tef today, subsidized to run a salon. Y
ou w

on't see 
D

iderot and the other philosophies in S
tef's battered and 

studential looking apartm
ent on the second floor of one 

of those B
erkeley fram

e houses. N
or is the conversation 

stylized-epigram
m

atic, and it's not to be believed that 
M

adem
oilselle de L

espinasse said things like, "M
y theory 

is if w
e break bread together w

e're obliged not to kill 
each

 o
th

er." • 
T

he F
rench w

om
an m

ust:have had .a.brigatle of serv-
ants. S

tef does all the cooking, table setting and dish-
w

ashing alone. S
he says, "I tried it for a w

hile w
ith a 

helper but w
ith m

y incunabulist's m
ind 'I have all these 

quirky w
ays that don't fit in w

ith som
eone,else.” 

D
e L

espinasse had 'a patron to back her; S
tef has a 

foundation. It is w
illing "to invest, in serendipity" per- 

haps because the P
oint F

oundation got its m
oney itself 

from
 the proceeds of an unorthodox 'enterprise that 

nobody could have guessed w
ould m

ake upw
ard of a 

couple of m
illion dollars in profits. T

hat enterprise w
as 

the W
hole E

arth C
atalog. 

P
oint isn't like the F

ord or C
arnegie F

oundations 
w

ith staff people leading m
ink upholstered lives judici-

ously w
asting m

oney on w
eighty, m

ultip aged inconse-
quentialities. Y

ou don't have to be a heavily creden-
tialed

 m
em

b
er o

f an
 o

v
erly

 resp
ected

 in
stitu

tio
n
 to

 
get m

oney from
 P

oint. T
hey've even been know

n to 
give -people a grant to spend a year doing nothing—
but don't bother to apply for that. T

hey seek out those 
recip

ien
ts' th

em
selv

es an
d
 ju

st d
ro

p
 th

e m
o
n
ey

 o
n
 

'1 1.thern. 
E

ven the P
oint F

oundation m
ust placate the Internal 

R
evenue S

ervice so S
tef is required to hand in reports 

on w
hat she's doing (as Julie de L

espinasse • m
ost cer-

tainly w
asn't in her unbureaucratic tim

es). S
tef's reports 

give you the im
pression of the w

ide variety of people 
she has to her tw

ice w
eekly dinners: ecologists, liter-

ateurs, politicians, Z
en abbots, m

oviem
akers and free-

flo
atin

g
 free th

in
k
ers w

h
o
 refu

se o
rd

in
ary

 cate-
gorization. 

S
tef isn't one for filling out form

s so her reports m
ay 

not convey the full flavor of • her dinners. F
or instance 

there:w
as the evening that T

he W
hale L

ady, the head of 
P

roject Jonas, -a cetacean preservation society, took a 
shine to the sheriff of : S

an F
rancisco's badge. It's a 

unique badge w
ith the peace sym

bol in the m
iddle of it 

and T
he W

hale. L
ady w

as alm
ost out the door w

ith it 
before the sheriff got tough and m

ade her give it back. 
B

ut m
ore often Stef sim

ply aim
s at introducing people 

w
ho m

ight otherw
ise not ever m

eet, and hopes for the 
best. B

ut that is antithetical to the spirit of cost benefit 
analysis, black ink on the bottom

 line and let's see the 
results. It doesn't bother S

tef w
ho at 24 has learned to 

w
ait and look askance at too m

any results. F
our years 

ago she caused a m
inor national furor w

hen she gave 
her college valedictory speech and said she'd never give 
birth to a child w

ho w
ould have to live on this planet. 

S
ince then she's w

orked in ecejoa and population con-
tro

l an
d
 h

as co
m

e to
 th

e M
ew

 o
f th

e salo
n
 n

o
t o

n
ly

 
because she know

s things w
ork slow

ly but she doubts 
her com

petency to give lectures and lead m
ovem

ents. 
H

aving been an editor, speechm
aker and activist, S

tef 
has found a w

ay of blending the very oldest and the 
very new

est notions of a w
om

an's role, and if she can't 
know

 w
hat w

ill com
e of it she does know

 they helped 
hatch..the. F

rench .R
evolution in Julie de. L

espinasse's 
, 	

. 	
_ 
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