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Dear Js,

You will ncver zet the true significance of a Hixen State of the Uniog message by
reading it. Hever! Nor by hearing it, if Facifica had an advance copy and the wit to
perceive its great merit in time to cancel and air it. Whalever would have been cancelied
could not have been as informative. Although hearings is not as ;ood as secing, i1t remaing
better than reading,

Bxcept the what I have com cxpect, a parroting of the JTK rhbtoric. Dven spoke,
each tine he exudes 1 note the JiK rhythm., That it is marching to a differsnt cadence is
not the point, natrusaliyv. It is the intended beat.

By the tiue man L able to reach a % Tue, perspoc tive, Hixon will go down in
history (always assuming he 113L leave us a his "") as The Great ludtator. ie has
perfected this new political technigue to the po:Lnb vhere he ig imitating Nizon, AS in
UI’OClldI'llu.{_‘, the third, as he did the second and the first, departures fwmom the norm. (ﬁo,
hefore kJon;:c'ensss it is not accepited nroctocol to say "revolutionary“n)

Somehow there is the warmth of a fat mother's breast, a feeling of secupity that
comes from a Nixon "mes:sage™, an al.’l.-—envelop:.n-[; comfort, for it is a reaffirmation of alli
the verities of American political 1life. His promouncements are true dedicsiion to
Americanism, in the age of filwm and tape, an encouragement for one can be certain that
no single outworn cliche, no ancient stereotype, will be Torgotten, anc thus fuiture
generations will be able to know The America That Was. To think that ohe man, alone
unassisted except for a flackery of the unimagingtive, can resurrect these gems from the
past and with them renew the spirit of the worst of the past, no singlc cliche slichted!
We are he Fortunate Gemeration, for we know what those words mean, The new generation
lacks this experience. When they hear Peace they think Not War, but we kudw better. When
they hear Freodom, they think no restraint, but what can one expect of cal low vouth Huday?
And prosperity? These poor ones of today, they never huard of Two Uhickens *n Bvery Pot.
(Curses! He sloghted taat one!)

There never Wau a President whose face S0 clearlj said that now that I have learned
to lock more like 1 “ea.n it you know I don't end can' t, and its contrived smile, each
lasting just long enocugh and not too long, reaffirming tiue dedication to the totality

of the synthetic man,

Tou have to see Hixon deliver to aporeciate hin. “ook into those eyes that do not smdle
when the teeth do. Watch the hand that is awkward in its gestures of friendhip, as it pews
in awkwardness never gquite r..cuclnb it argund the neck of an old friend., Or, at least he becalls
frow lon: ago. Perhaps "friend" is innapropriate for the mutation of a Hadison Avenue test-
$ubcoess.We have finally found the man of whom it is not possible to say oo Jittle good. Yhaf
it also is not possible to say too much bad in inadequate, for amons those many bad of the
past there was an occasional abberation, a tiny fragment of good. But of this one, 1t secms
he has succeeded in making it possible for an honest man to say with honcr that he can say
nothing good of his President. Considering our history, par ticplarly our recen® history,
this is no inconsideraitle accomplishment.
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to be nrovided, just as certainly as all the things we do ueeed ar. 1note.

Uf course, such a cessage is always the occasilon for the recell of poli u:u%}_ clicies,.
But sosehow e the steam out of his opoonents. Humvhrey's criticism wos so reserved
he cowld sumuon byt one s¥plcal recundancy.

it is aporopriat: that this appearsnce coincided with ny remembering o stric




“iis case consisted of a small splint and
of the way the country keeps goinge
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Even if he is from your State, you can t fully aporcciate the New uixon f: words,
for they are not his. ¢ always has soile of -Jdohn Kennedy's, awkwardly copied (and vith the
passing of time delivered more flatly and with less feeling), Full ap.reciation requirves a

TVe YOU LuUCKY PLOPLE!

Despite everything, one has to respcct the conswuate sidll in the uss of knees and
% [ % x - . . . . s : s s
neils. ‘his is the master of the dirty drick. e is not siluply Dirty Dick. kore, pchbhaps,
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Dirtiest Dick. The Democrats will be hsrd put Tomorrow to cateh up wit I
subtleties with less than 24 hours in which to detect them. Why it will take all
to show how the Han of Peace is The ilan of War, a task made no casier for then by
own anointed, going back from but not forgetting LBJ.
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e ig now runuing Washingion, too, in case the cold printed word doesn't let this
shine throusgh. Controlling Washington police - and the source of =1l statistics - he has
reduced crime, He did this byo inspiring an increase in the number of crimes. If not in
admimation, neecd not one lose oncds self in sowething?

How that youlve gotten your raise (from the a.me wire oopy), you don't have to wonder
what to do with it. “esides new corpses it will get you newer and larger atomic submarines.
They wili lurk with those oysters I used to love in the Chesepeake, able anc ready to fire
multimultimissles, as they will in the once blue Nediterranean, in the dndian Ucean with
which we are becoming so familiar, off the shores of Viet Ham unless the clection seems to
close, in which cvent they'll have to shift a few miles (c.refully, not to disturb the oil
well that will by them be supplying us with still wore polution.

Secing sorme of this on the evening IV news, unfortunately, did not depress my apetite,
especially not when il whips up stuff better yet with the third cheating. Dut it sure
depresses everything else...

e are fortunate that all our company ‘now) is too our liking. The last of those
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scheduled by date left this a.m. We've enjoyed them since Xmas, sonctimes with as much as
& day between them, sometimes with them ove lapping. iaybe tomorrow I can get back to

i
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writing, I sure want to finish the add to the conclusions of POST nORTEH anu then start
what can't now be finished, the epilogue on the Lattimer stuff, L think L have wore than 1
can use on him now, unless I can get proof that he reslly is a Bircher. His stuff reads
like it, I now have one 1966 picce in which Oswdld is the Comwmnist cnemy twice, I think
T've enclosed a carbon of my kitter to Teddy's kecper. Fred Graham has already becn quite
nelpful, helping tie all of tjis more snugzly into the past covered in the book in ways he
can now only fainly see. My letter and questions seem to have reached him, Loth ways. L'11
have some nice quote on how he got an exclusive on the thoughtfulness of the Archivist fn
forcing a copy of the GSA-family contract on him under the Freedon of Information law when
he hed been andnwas denging it to me. Graham didngt even ask for it! fhoads told hinm to!
And Harshall had decided on Lattimer before Graham reached him by vhone. According to him,
a desk man had out his kimk¥mw story on the contract in the tickler, whick nded him to

remind Fred to ask at the end of the fifth year. But there is betfer stuff you'll someday
see. God how I wish I thought I could rpint this! Some of the best lines 1'll have.
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fixcuse me for using you as a catharsis and the making of a few notes sni Tor trying
iness of of everywhere, not just the stomach,

¢
[¢

to work an il

When something like liixon is on, you are lucky not to have a T, The imsge lingers.
But it is true to say that you can't fully apgreciate him in any other nediull,

Best,




