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Dear Jiim, 12/20/72

Trying to mele: a fireplece ffire of wood thet two days sgo was a tree on th: atunip,
& living free, gave wme sorw: thinking tine fonighte I thoupht about what I'o not ha tine
to really think gvout or read iun the popers with cny cere, when at all, the present VI
gituations I think it go.s beck to an earlier exchange betweon us, when you acreed that
hizon is8 an wnoriginal wan, a csreful copiers

I presume nothing hos chaared since then, rather than nothing has changed Jour vind,

With this as a begdinning point, how about expleining what hos hap ened Ly orea and
both Génevs conferences and US policy subsequent to both? 7

i'd not be surprised at two things: his baving gall enough to ask the Hussians to
sorve their Geneva role (save tho white man's face) and their doing it. ¥iis being the
case, L'd expect HVii's indignation anc fierce determination to be increased.

There is s story frow radio that State apperently s spreacing openly: that the RV
never expected to negptiate seruously, witness their woving of kids out or Hanoi zbout
12/2 or 5. Asowaing this to be accumnte, I think the only posuible reading is of thedr
reading of our intentions,

Bearing on this is a presuxption that history's most wassdve sir raids do require
some preparation an: that they were prepared at the tie Der K weas proclagbing; how short
the length of an am is.

snothar thought for you to play with: Der Lider and Der diss phhtt. This hoas been
repoated ol'ten. You notsd how uncomfortable K secmed in envouncin: how short the arm,
as L did. do reason for it is it woe an arm, whether or not short, was there? ¥ime for
joy, rather, This is a wiique ruror in scveral ways. Hepetition adds no deteils There
nover was any detail, It dousn't dde, s there nuver is a hint of ths source.

Now the most unthoughtf ul': leest humaen President in history lhes dragged his K off
to smas in Key Bisceyne (watch out for “sbe's sharks, lHenry!). Yain't brcause he thinks
thery arze no starletis around looidng for a wirezervic: pleture. lor from the milk of human
kindness. That bag slways was barren, Why, thon? Superficisliy to vake & jesturc of how
close they are. less superficiully, to ke .p “enry from saying anything: e«f thids crucial
tiime and to notw, ir there is nebellishment of the story, that it hae fto cone Trom one
of tiw: disafrected on sdenry's personal statf,

A 1litole rove thought about the Whitehesd bludgeon persuasdes me there really is no
interest in alleged "rumor”, ofdte or otherwise, being alred am anclysis. vhat these boys
really want is contreol over what news is slected for the scarce tine of a net uswscast
and how it is played, especlally nows Just what stories are handled is enoush, and the nets,
despite sone conspicuous sycophancy, have informed. Yhey can't reslly add to what ignew
did, and remction to that wes not poude So they have switched, after the uccessful
intinidation and sowing the seed among thedir own ideologuea, to the nitty-pritty, as they
muat, with incdrection. trucly Urwellian,

There serms to be come exdra attention to ths number of B52s lost, lurge by our own
acmissionse The nere number tdisght secount for this. How ver, I am now dealing with iy own
past vitn aviation, and sowsthing about the 4528 camc back fto me. 1 do.. £ recallwhcther,
ag I think, they were desiyned originally for hijh-lovel flighte I do (mow thut there
care & “lm. whon 1t was duecdded to sev if a re .ar could be developed that woudd let them
treetop at their jreat speud, as the dusaian bo,bers did in well, and ywith the redar to
orevont hitiing an carth-atiache: objuct, lilce a $a1l builiing or a mountadn, etce. The

reason wes bW frustrate eneny rucar Dy bedns below it wntil too late for rewctions o,
until we know wioat has been hap andng, 1t is poscible thot the hisher k11 rete con ih
part be due to & lower,ilisht path. Yesterday or day vefore 1 heard someone say on radio
not only that they cag t pinpoint but that when they unload, it covers 5/8 mles in pidth,
1 1/ 2 in length, hat 8 not terror, thaet is hituing comunication instsllations. Iou
Inow, lips, ears , ett.

The LaPines missed a good aporoach provided by birdca. 47 1 et time L'11 0 diuto ite
Bost,
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Were Richard Nixon a gunerous man, as I think he is not, and had he given Xmas
gifts widely through the policy echelons of his administration, then in 1968 it was
1984, His people have by now learned it well, They practise it seemingly spontaneously,
persuasively, believingly, and seen genuine in the softly-spoken assertion that
domination and control are freedom and lack of control.

One of the better examples is Clay Whitshead's recent policy statement about the
"independence" os local TV stations, put in terms of their accountability to the federal
governnment when their licenses come up for renewal for what they air, especialiy in TV
news, In an appearance on CBS TV a.n, news today Whitehead mentioned, for all ther world
as though there is such a thing, "elitist" commentery, He really meant —and he would
specify no caue, saying everybody knew them- that nobody would dare to comment on an
official statement. Coming so soon after tissenger's election-oricnted falschood about
the closeness of peace such correlations are fairly obvious. Kissenger had more recently
done t ¢ same thing with the end of negotistions, and the media huve been airing; the
bestiality of the renewed aerial attacks on civilians in VIi,

Hach of the network a.m. newscasts this morning had witix segments on Sirica's ordering
the LaTines reporters to jail without permitting appeal for mot turning over their outtake
tapes on Baldwine

(Interestingly enoush, H3C and CBS both had Teddy Kemnedy's apoearance before the
B'nai Brith yesterday in which he said that if the administration does not end the war,
Congress will legislatively, I think it significant that such an establishmentarisn
audience gave him ostrong apslause when he said this ~twice in what was aired - and noghere
slse in what was aired, When this new attack on the press comes with the most viecious
bombings oi the war, the obvious relationship should not be ignored,)

Whitehead lo:ks and talks like a successful preacher, and he igs quiet in his wanner,
He delibers his fascism in such moderate tones and .ith such Orwellian reverssl that
it seems reasonuble to those who do not think it through. He pretends that there can be
no question about the factuality of what isn't so.

Just before this he had led the administration's onsluaght against Public Television,

ging a similar formula, local independence oi the network. In non~Orwellian English, this
means that the loecal outlets will have no means of vresenting the kinds of information
that can be provided only by a network. If they had some of % he means, as in liew York,
and if there were no other pre sures against it, thuy'd soon enough not have the funds,

Huey “ong said it, fascism comes wrapped in the flag,

There is now going on a more centralized, omnipresent and determined assault on any
kind of free socicty than has been noted in any source I've seen. 1 have seen no sugrestion
of deliberate design. In a less organized, less overt way all this was clearly visible
four years or more ago, when I began to write COUP.

{ have and will hold the Whitehead tape for a short while, if you would like ite
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