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Dear Jim, 12/12/72

Your very pleasant and pleasing letters of 12/6 and 7, with copious snclosures,
could not have come at a better time for many reasons., {t is slways good to know of the
sense of well-being of friends, and they give a bit of rellef from the depressing in
which we are so imersed and on which I've spunt the whol: damned day, save for the
conversation with Larry and the note of it, I've quit at 5 becausc it was getiing too
unple.sant. I didnBt even go ou. for the mail until 2 pen,!

Before long I'll be exchanging this second=hand rlb bon for one a bit blacker anc just

- as second-hand. They are those on which “esar did the fay habeas corpus drafts. He also has
a Hermes, .

Your lettes gave us both a pleasant break, I enjoyed hearing Lil laugh. She doesn
often anu doesn 1t really have much legitimate occasion for laughter, -

lo, what we send if not any real time drain. It takes little time to clip those
things gnd ny notes are ax respite, a change of pace. However, L heve wondered if I am
more inclusive than you'd orefer. Often T“C”'Elj I've not taken time to rcad the stories,
esp. on SBAsia, With the ofif develooments I've gone on the asswiotion that first 87, and
now one of you could more readily tell whether the Post's own reporting tells you what
you have not gotten from other sources. As a general thing, if you coue o these things
that are not of intercst, I'm sure Howard would like them. HMis address is Howard Roffman,
357 Craid, Unive Pemna., 37 & Spruce Sts., hila., Pa. 19104. Y is a history major, has
the finest mind I've ever seen in one of his years (I think he i: now 19, & junior, and
teking graduate courses while doing so many things and nmeintsining a scholarhip-retaining
average)e

Don't worry about returning my tapeso I think I've sent only one recently, again not
certain you'd want to take the tine, of the lawyers on the Herv Uriffin show. I think it
reflects, except with Foreman, the 'nflucnce of the kids., It is also a rather good
reflection of the dedication of lawyers, their attitudes. These ar. prominents,

If I'u more than usually disjointed, I'm ieeping an ear on NPR "Hews", indistibguishable
to commercial to now, and starting an evening fire in the fireplace, for pleasure and
reduction of the fuel-oil bille I burn no brush. I chop all bui the crockedest and finest
branches up with a machete, The stuff I don t cart to the hous. makes piles that make
wild-animal homes wntil they compost themselves. But burning stuff as small as a finger
means frequent tending, I use a large, dry bachlob and a smaller, green front. So, with a
raised stone hoeart, I'm up and down often.

soolhe legal situation may not be good. Williams, the famous, did file the Complaint
lates Whether in so doing he wasted most or our claims is yet to be sesn. I believe there
was continuing negotiation, which meant there need have been no complaint because there was
an agreement & did nocgotlate in 1962, to reach an amicgble settlement and a mechanism for
it, I did abide by it, The Department of Defense would have, and the Army was determined
to kibgsh it and did, relentlessly, on the higher levels ohlye. 1 had to find yvesterday
vnat I ¢ given the lawyer and had forgotten about years ago, what he'd missed in going over
these same files recently. “e had a conference in chambers today..I guess with no call,
no ¢Hergency. this explains my lotter to Williams, for if he did waste out righis, there is
a fairly clear malpractise suit, not in ry mind. It may, however, sctivate him & bit,

However, he secms amenable to my sug estions, ulthough there rermains & congiderable
negativism, probably in part based on the total lack of funds for legal Pcrus, like experts.
Yy today's work addrossed some of his areas of concern. How the hell could keup & record
of every meat chicken, for example, of of what I sold when I sold, wa\tne: egos or chickens,
and what size chickens at what price? These are important facts in establishing loss and
the potential of the business, complicated by mhau is called a comtinuing tort, the troubles
n:ver stopred and we have no base for conparison. This finding that I'd gotten about 4,000
chicks from my own breeding flock in a six-month périod enc that after the troubleg began
does establish what I huﬂ, regardless of the helicopter toll, and a minimum they could have
returned, Ve actually did sell 12 ozs for $1.7% when chickens were 2G¢ an lb, That is like
getting a premium in Newcastle for coal, in the old days.

Aside from the lack of records because they wer: never kept and it was not possible
to keep them,and the pos:ibility of the running of the statute, the major problen is
medical evwert testimony because our Ensurer was a barbarian and rorging an 1gnoranus,
not doing the obviously-needed thingse I think they are now hungup on fear of a melvractise
suite ngaln, no theught of it, but they dongt believe it. There are probably sceveral. But




if we did want to sue, when we haven t enough to pay current bils or the costs of this
suit, we canlt even dream of it. 40uever, it Lakes a real problom,,for they were hcry;sle,
callous, ma;.m.orwtef2 and negligent. Some of e yn“oxee supnlied are llL@élDl 've had
to fight like heli, raise hell in irate and indignant letters, to set the ﬂyer what he
hag, which may, éﬁtar a seconC bacth, be coumlb te for the wvears beginaing in 1961. I don't
¥mow. But they go back to.World War II, and the early ones are necded for comparison-for
the expert witness we can t afford. We have 1o show how tough we were before all of this.
As a matter of fact, we were, We'd been through a fair amount. Any one of a long series
of things few would have aurV1vcu, I think I told vou I even had & lav paased against me
and led a fight against State mnar‘ment firing when they had the abgolute right to do it
em&xmwwutv&mml—dm1mnoif_mdla‘ﬁur*cmlbcnmﬂ

S0, There is a long fight ahead, day-to-day survival is an added »problem, and keeping
our spirits up, especially Lil's, for the toll on her is greater than I can describe, so
we can 4o 1t. She is certain we can't. I believe I'1l win the spectro suit. I don't think
it will help in this case if 1 do. Justice will be more amdous to get me, anc the lavyer
they have on the case will know it. They are dirty enough without this extra ingpiration.
I don t know how it will effect the judge.

€lac for the info on the looms and weaving. I think when I can swing it I'11 get Lil
a small one, We can_ % afiord one like yours snd have no room for it except in the base-
ment, and I'm uneasy with her on stairs because she has a trick kmee. I think she'd enjoy
i%, and I suspect I'u try ny hande I saw Hatt He“ron's boy doing beautiful work with one.

Taxes and your 12/6: T Basip o srge at “lock's will r

ok

amedn the sawme but their
added prices are increased beginning this year and are complicated. They are "schedules'
each one so much, entries so much, ete, Lil can also tell you if your locals misread the
wrong charges, There will be much natural confusion over them. By and large, with considerable
locsl variations possible, =+ belicve they arse the best of the services, Wigh the delay in
getting all you nevd, your solution seems the best. Sorry the initial rate cantt be hsld
indefinitely, but that's economics. Or something. If you have all of your stuff orpanized,
tre consultant will like vou petter because he/she is gusrant ed fhe nininun vage only,
drewing that agsinst comdsslons. Host don!t make an awful lot more than the mininum.
My oun opinion, based on observations here, is that you are nrobabl" better of doing it
Gaytire b“oausu moat nighttimes are moonlishiing. Un the other hend, daytimers are olften
bored housevives, Sut thelr training is zoode

lan‘gguona;u {I often make the same misteke) will enjoy your letter, whether U, llalcolm
is related or not. I'll probably phone him tomorrow afternocon, aiter his filing deadline,
%o update him on :ws. Hunt and will ask. I'1ll see him 12/33, probsbly not socner. That is
his annual Zmas “ar,yn Une of the leguotlﬁb tnln ig the Egyptian, wio is suave, intelli-
gent, a fine conv: i el ‘

bt - ot vhooo attractive wife agrees. With
both it scems to Dc TLlTGloﬂo Ho is in the enbassy. 8y now a nuiber of these have beconme
our once-s—yesr friends, Great story of the nmen and their dogs!
Tour 1?/7 on Shaw:By and large agreed., Disapree on the necdless and inaccurate
endorsenent of the WR, That makes nme wonder too much, as doeg daring the c¢ilvil sult. He
has to know he lied gbout what should be materisl, and that is perjury. Lt may also be a
bit of daring. based on the fair, ce“*alrtw that Garrison has no more than he had at the
trial. 1 have more that he dossn t, I don't sec this gratuity as bolstering Shaw's image.
After the trial it can hurt it bBcause, for all his incompetence, Carrison did make enough
points with the Z film and my medical stuff, These he made with deiense witnesses, esp.
Pinck, lost of Shaw's fr:cndo will remember that and nust have been influence by ite. Ior
muhnd&mﬂﬂ,uus:)mr0mm&m<ﬁ1m¢&hﬂmmmh,thmmhithmcwumw
about He0.?,.1f the feult fore was no accident, perhaps the fatalisties w%ll chill others.
Catchall 7: no rush on return Hetillan tape. If I amde an extra, don t bother to returm.
Haymes “ohnson's pieces were all on bagleton. There is another series now. L've laid
then agide. The Post is going in for this. They have another simultaneously, a series on
ethnics, I think the series I've leid aside is on SBAsial.kay not be finished.

[l 1o

STits sound sens lulV’ulGu, so like Lil's, including hich frequencies: bet that with
all the din with which you've spent the long years your's cut off and you don't hoar them,
L no longer do. Thanks, by the way, for the dedcrlption af the new mechines, rfantastic if
you are not uﬁ&lr creature. I know the local paper sets type from aP's tape. They are now
also offset. *ypically, they put in a new plant and it was too swall before finished. There
was a tine when reporters hac to take a turn at folding sectiong in!




5%,
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One man's (and tso vonen's?) meat de >pte you arc having: the normal reaction to retire-
wen and the wonder of buing out frow under pressure, But the thing that has bugred me is
not veing under s l‘—?mposeu pressure. Imposed vhen writing, which I do too fast, to get

it done and ouuo something else, I'm sure 1'd fecl much beiter if I were grinding it out
again. L know I'll feel better when I have the planned on paper.

If you still have that sandwich, then Je's notion was rightéplastic, “cal plexiglas
rectangle. kve the surflace light-conductance characteristic will make & memorial ol ite

1?/14 Tan is not kin of C. Palcolm. Heard of but never met him. Ian is younger than
wWe are. e also told ne of the unt/llme interview and is sending it. Spoke to him last
night. We go to U today on a nimber of chores, ranging from my delivering a rifle in
return for which we'll have groceries until Lil's LlTSb tax pay, to try to find time to
borrow some money to ueet overdue obligations, for Yim to tell me what hapuened in sash~
ville that he'd prefer not to on the phone, snc for me to work on our suit, seekin: a couple
of expert witnesses I suspect are now rotired from the U of id. Hixed bag, no joy. But maybe
a bright sun, soon to vise, will bring a bit of that.

We are also taking a friend of Lil's who is (with sbundant reason) off nen in her
terminal illness, She is a Gemman refugee who was genuinely devoted to her authoritarian
husband who completely dominated her. lie died sudienly, leaving her unable to cope with
anything, not even kuowuing what they had, even intestate. Lil streishtened her afiairs
out as best we: possible and they've been friends, Real tragedy on three continents, They
wade their way first to Bolivia, where they ovrospered. Their children would not leave when
the husband opted the U.S.

Lil was fascinated by your references to “hinese cookery, the on: thing she has nover
tackled. She is tops in everything she het ever done at the stove. Recently she has returned
to making bread, which we had not bcun eating, and my waistline suffers for it. Great stuff,
never twice the sane,

The economy of “hinese food is an added atiraction. We are familiar with dried
mushrooms. trs. Fulton Lewis, a customer, used to givem them to me. She got enormous ones
somewhere, ani they were superb, Recently we have not had it, but for years il slways hed
ginger (root) in the refrig., kept the uouth american way (perhaps others', too) in I
thiniz sherry. These thing are not found in the country. We also are partisan to Zucchini

after dark: At this point, about 7 a.me, I got & ca.l from Yim Schmitt, in Portland.
You may remewber hin as one of Hal's original group. It laested and hour and L had to flee
to get to UC and because the lrlkna was waiting. Zucchini: we used to raise them, pick
them iith fraces ol the blossom left, and Lil had some special recipé. She bpiled them, I
think this was they are also more prolific. Certainly more delicate in flavor. i like them
every way-even foot-and-a-half long then sliced and frired, caserole, etc.

Ae had just gotten home when Joel Volz of the Star called and then he got interrmpted.
Ye is to phone back. Kraslow is an assistant mg, ed. there, my letier was forwerded and
he gave it to Volz, who lingers with (Cli-ibvolvement interest.

Schmitt, I think, was drun? Amonygr the things h. said is that he si certain two
other members of the sroup are/were finks, Bruce bewis for the Fil-and he said Bruce could
have or almost busted hin- and Stan frimer, Cli. I have no way of making an independent
Judgement, but there was something strange about Primer whennhe dropped off on returning
from Srazil with his chichi Brazilian wife, o werstyled %o my taste. Haven't hesrd fmon
hin since, '

I asked Schmitt to try to find time to do e rundown on Affican-imerican. Doubt he will,
but if ke wants to do sowmething, that should not be i.nored.

He ig devoted to Hoch, but also secms to have heard nothing in months,

This was a good day in the sense that I had no trouble borrowing enough to carry us
over the impending finaneial crisis. liow I need vorry only about how to repay it. BSut the
crisis is past, and 1t had troubled. Included storn warnings from the utilities, even. ind
the friend we brefiended got Lil ten bottles of rather better than average German wines!
He ”ut need only settle down énough so she Ban enjoy. There is more from snd about Budy
of whch you will learn in time.

ﬁlAbero crossed:Volz coming in monring, frou his home. Best, / /

—ﬂ‘:_:



