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Jos, 

This was -1f,Q de"-:,: ca  tlat -ca3 - for mo. W)::4.:"L Li]. 	L.72 usual Ilaf-hour to 7rt 
up, 2. want to -:.-.a 	a f(-,; notes on it 

-37,..n no T.Tcth 1ms unusual for th.l. ,-)rt of t:::::. otry. -21,_, morni-n - .5.t f.E, so mf._10. 
I havnPt7,mt a hiiirt on, Because of the emotion strains of the week, which had climaxed, 
I spent much of yesterday outside, working at what for a younger man would have been light 
work. After fixing an old mower, an hour and a half before a late lunch mowing grsss. I 
do not ever remember doing it this late in the year. Then a bit of letter-writing, then 
Lil into town, anu then, until 6:30 working withe the machete in an area i had cleared only 
to has * gorous and determined nature recapture it by chigger. They had so eeset me cluing 
the.sueI s t r I Couldn't work there. The growth of some of the locusts, and it is they I went 
after, plus a few floribunda or multifora roses, whichever it is that grows more vigorously 
and with smaller blloms, is incredible. There were several more than two inches on the butt 
and higher than 10 feet. My hands are a mess, if you can recall this species from your farm 
boyhood. They have thorns, and some are more than a half-inch long. It was great for me, 
especially because the week had worn and torn my mind so. Lil had osrvellous leftovers 
for supper, some stuffed caeoage whech was even better reheated. And there is a story of 
stuffed cabbage of this week. As usual, we ate to the evening TV news. The last thing I 
remember, and it is with some difficulty that it came back, is e buena of. stefferliberal 
shirts aria a right-winger no-ootheng of some local gournalistic eminence (erosby '

.
yes of 

The Eevenieg Star) pantificating about the Dixon stupidity - policial brilliance to eoyes-
with Onina/UN/Congress?Foreisei Aid. At 10:30 I came to. more of less, so stiff I could 
barely move, with much of the glass of port e'd atrater there. Slowly, as it became possible 
for 2e to eove, I consumed it, but I awakened on little. When I coula stagger, it was 
into bed, where eil had gone to knit arta look at some crap on TV, an old movie, and knit 
without disturbing ee (progress report: about half way). In notime, with the sound no 
disturbance, dead eo the world until 4, when I got up. I walkeu around a sae;, smoke a 
cigarette and_altIough this coesituted a night's weep, a rather long one for ee, I oeciaed 
to go back TO eed. It took some time to Zell asleep again, because much remains en my mind, 
but I did, until after daylight. I an t remember when it Is pponea, but I was asleep, in 
one form mad position ur another, for half a day. It always tires me to get what for others 
is less than a nieht's sleep, and I move ie stageers, but it feels great and I think my 
mind is clear now. 

The stuffed cabbages part is a funny thing about a coincidence. We were expecting a  
guest, for whom 	decided to prepare the meal a day in advance. While she was doing this 
I was going over that day's mail. You may remember I had been asked to collaborate en a book 
by a write who is a stranger, in Mexico, on the Joel Kaplan case. At one point id this 
correspondence she had apologized for what she thought would appear as its disjointed 
character, explaining that she divided herself between a number of thiaes, a job with the 
foreign, correspondents assn, two growing kids (she's divorced), and as of that time, stuf-
fing cabbage. I asked, naturally, hog,  one named Gonzales 2  comes to be stuffing cabbages, and 
in the letter I got that day she explained that before onzalez she was Fishbine, that being 
the Anglicized form of her father's name, that her father and eother were both refugees from 
Odessa who met and married in "ondon, where she was born, before they coved to NYC, And she 
asked if a mind-blowing byline wouldn't be Fishbine-Gonzalez (I suppose really in. Latin 
Amer. it would be the reverse, Gonzalez Fishbine. 

In addition to the standard load of problems, these are a few new one of the past 
week. The government made clear that it had been dealing with me treeoherously in my damage 
suit by dumping a load of incredibly detailed interrogatories on -e, their harrassing nature 
obvious, their intent clearly to encumber me, load me down. I've voluntarily supplied ao0 
of the answers. So, I wrote the USAtty a long letter of protest, with a carbon for the 
judge, asking him to pass on the propriety of the letter and demanding that he give the 
judge a duplicate of the interrogatories marked to show.  which I had already answered, which 



they didn't have to aak, already having the answers, and which i had tried to given them 
informally (a natter of which the judge ha.: knowledge, having directed the atty to come here 
for just this). I doubt he will, and if by the end of this week he hasp t send me a letter 
dayine he has done it, I will, for it will tell the judge that they've been doing nothing 
but stalling rather than negotiating and that they have dame this with clear motives, one 
being pickingthe time I'd told them quite candidly I'd be more than usually snowed under 
wdth work. This is not a alwyer's approach, but it is mine anu we'll have to wait and see 
how it works. also accuse them of breach of trust in intimidating one or more of my 
witnesses (inadvertently, he admitted one), something they'd promised not to do in a meeting 
with the judge, where I accused them of suborning the perjury of a witness in the case I 
nonetheless won. they  did. lie had worked for me on the farm. As a eirl, 	had often played 
in his home with his girls. When the full import of what he had done, he was a simple wan, 
dawned upon him - he had quit after the trial, embarrassed at having lied on the witness - 
stand -.,the came to our home, blurted the whole thing out, and never came back, althouoh he - 
lived thereafter for .cite a few years. 

Then I got confirmation of still another breach of contract by OLD on 2rame-up. by 
advence condition was clear, and in the contract, that I be given first crack at the•---eetnrIerl 
They never told me they were remaindsringn err when I had a bid to go on e planned syndi-
cated TV show, Capp' a, and consulted with them, they were all for it. flat the bastards had 
alrezdy started to remainder the book. I found out when the supply was gone. As a remainder 

.e,arboro cleared out every copy without a single ad or listing. Barnes ;:l1 Noble haH. but tiro 

V copies left when a friend noticed the m, buying one and hotting a receipt for no. So you 
can see the potential if they'd cut the book to $5.00 size, which ie wh, t I'd preeueed 
they would, the remainders were sold most anyway, at tiltax 63.00. 

There der:: a foe other frustrations both geed things but at the wrong tire, too late. 
Bud has finally read the Ray betweenQlines and is sending rdL to see him, whence i'll go 
to i0., where I think the trail will by now be well covered unless he feeds me it few clues, 
and t is will noun having to persuade him to without his understanding fully what I am 
getting at or more overtly if the first aporoach fails. I suppose I'll stay near the jail 
for several days. and here tour machine and your aovince on the cassettes will be very useful. 
Jerry will be with ne. He and I will stay togetheon. i)on't let it orry you. tie's only hot 
one man of whom' know, and he wee acquitted, good cause havingb cen established-by!,toner! 
However, one of ey more mercurial informants also dwells in 10. and a long time ago he was 
ready-to tell me what he had been holding back. He let me know what it is, and in confidence 
I share it; seeing LHO with a named FBI agent, deBureys, several tines. Here I'll hove to 
cope with the new hazard to him because of the Garrison indictment. I don t know hen I'll 
do either. euch will depend on what get by mail this cooing week from Jerry .2,ay. irony 
had told as he was goine to send us cone stuff via Jerry, but ham not told me he had asked 
Jerry to go there for it. Jerry wrote me. I yesterday learned he ie due at the jail today. 
The Dallas trip is of a different nature, the groupx of researchers there, three, santing to 
establish closer ties with me, the one welathy one, a multimillionaire having done eerie deep 
thinkine, however a radical of the radical right does this, after recovering from a massive 
heart attack nobody eepected him to survive. 	has decided that my uork clone has had 
meaning, etc. li has been a miser all his life and has beeth to change. lie ha e, for example, 
sent his kids to urope this year. Although I didn't learn of it until 8 days ago, too 
late, he had like F-U and when he'd hoard that I had the contractual right to but the 
rs,minders, plates and negative had told the others he'd buy there for me. They never got 
around - to telling 	until a week ago yesterday. 

Bu the big drag of the week was a real blow, hitting twice in diffeeent forms, 
each costing ne nioht's sleep. There is a fine younsnman, finer and of nore unusual 
principle because of hie robberJbaron background who has become interested in the JFK ease 
ie the oast six eoeths. he came here eons time ago, got copies of the firet two parts of 
Ee, got excited, man I showed him some of the material for.  the laet part. He decided to 
help with it. He proposed that he condense and popularize it and in return also pey for . 
the printing of the original work in my underground format. I accepted, stipulating eo terms 
but fidelity to the work any.' that the size be that of a ;i5.0140 book. 	agreed. ills stipulation 



troubled me a bit until he expressed a willingness to he flexible. a. required the simultaneous appear of the underground full and commercial abridged editions. I feared there might come an occasion that would either require the availability of the work or nive of hood prospects, and tee Cyril ploy is one of them. Ae was die here '-hursday. His on scheaule has called for his having the job done tomorrow._ It now turn out that in all this time he has done 35 pages only. end he haa been occupying himself with an antirely different book, thee easting that time. His eGo has seized dim and he is goine to do neat he apparenely thinks I couldn't. His call was co alert me to whet he wanted to do, so I, could thank about it: interview all the beanies, from Macy uown. ae chose ijeCloy because he can walk form a place he soes to in NYC to here Mc° lives. Specter, Eisenberg and others he didn't name. This is insanity and he is unreasoning. I told him no. But I auggested a counter-proposal, I'd agree if he did it after the book was contracted, if he'd have some assurance that tee contract wouldn t be broken, aria if their statements would be included in an appendix. I said that oafhand I could think of nothing anyone would or could say that could help the content of the book, that I'a be wellong to include, unedited, and dentnciation of me, ann I suggested that a ter they see what have some might be inclines to express regreats and go so far as to say that if they had it to do over again,• they'd do it difierently. At the beginning, he was so modest in describing his role in this project he asked me almost timidly if I thought he should include his name as editor. I told him of course, and prominently on the coVer.Joiar now he had an entirely diffferent concept of self and the book, and he has so changed it that while reducing it to six chapters, hw has the second an assessing and allocating the blame, which is hardly the direction and concept of the total work. That focuses on the a idence and the destruction of the case. It does it, let me add, as it has never been possible. And what abpve all blew my aina,he intends to omit the destruction of the meet essential evidence! 

In ail of this he has come to understand that his is the glittering mina, the one alone that has -reached understanding, that in six months he has become the master of the fact as nobody else is, and of understanding it as nobody else does. ne also has the only infallible comprehension of media, poiitical and mass attitudes hand he expects LIFE to just grab for the hottest stuff, the part he can understand because it requires no thinking). In all of this I see several disasters, and what worried me immediately, because a knew immediately the project was dead, is the ultimate reaction within him when he realizes what he has done. His proposal is now changes. He will reeuire as a condition a contract with a publisher who will advance $10,000 and put that ini secrow to guarantee against the breaking ox a contract. But rich and brilliant as he is, he hasn t done the simple aritheetic, that no publisher will aavwnce more thai half his anticipated royalties unless he is certain of valuable subsaulary rights, and here they do nit exist, although they shoulua  and that this means, with a $5 book, he must be fairly certain of a hardback sale of 40,000. How meny books do #hat? And on this ubbject? When it was hot only one did, anu it took a fortune in ads and promotions for that to happen. So, I had to take him apart, piece by piece, and it laeted until he coulu take it no more, at 3:30 a.m. "e did not tell me what he planned when he left here,but I learned soon enough, because his ego denies him understanding of the bond between me and some of my younger friends. He phoned one still in his teens, of whom he had learned through me, asking two things: a copy of his interview with Specter, for which I had prepared him, and a copy of his book so he could compare my hemaling of the medical evidence with his. Said youngster politely told him off and phoned me in sheck and consternation, shock that one would thank of such a thing and consternation because it could cost publication of a work with which he is so impressed (he also told this fellow that he has no serious disag regiment with anything I say in the book, two pares of which he has read at least Gtice. 

Two meanwhiles: La is up and about, so 	knock off, and I heard from Wecht this week. He responded to nothing and expressed not even the slightest curiosity about what mistake I think he may be making. That whole business has led me to a rethinking, as does this current one. I'm finally going to become a nermit. All of this hpppens at the worst possible time for us. We are abso-utely flat bn,ke, This package deal required that I copyright the last part of the book because Ned is showing parts to some of his connections, including a ntowles (and in six weeks has no reaction). That required the expenditure of $$$ for xeroxing, which had to be done from the master for offset. Ise turn, that impelled me 



do it presonaliy to ;-event damage to the paper and to the small corrections. It took a 
day, cost $52 said wealthy young man was to repay, and he hasn't. had we not been paid 
$70.00 long owed us, I could not have done it. We have an escrow accoun t for the small sums 
arew people have sent us to pay for the next book we publish. We withdrew $1O0 from that, 
and ried saw me dip into the last $20 to pay for groceries while he was here. lie went 
shopping with me. "e has been here, in all now, a total of 8 days, and his wealth and 
deep-concern for people, especially people in poor straits is such that it has never 
occurred to him that simply feeding him and supplying him with arink the night of our 
longitalk he consumed more than a quart of wine alone) is a problem. 

Laa has long been after me to isolate myself and just work, except for the youngest 
of those who have become our close friends in this work. So close have some become that they 
regard us a second parents. One pair came here to be married. With one exception, these are 
the only ones to realize that entertaining them is a heavy cost for us. That sinele 
exception is of our age, a woman fromaalaas unknown to you. When teis teenaged comes here, 
and he stays and goes through my files for as much as two weeks at a time, his father 
always sends us enough to take care of the kie.'s food. And the father's resources are those 
xx of a Sears' salesman, which is what he is. So we learn frog all of ti .s, and I guess 
I learn less readily than Lilo Those of wealth, the hell with them. The only people who 
have ever been thoughtful anu generous are those in modest circumstances, and on the few 
occasions they have helped, it has been a scarifice and has lett us warm as well as helped. 
Confronting survival ae best we can, we shall, to the degree I can ,iriag myself to it, 
isolate ourselves from all but the kids. pose I'll help as they help me any: as they 
try to where they do ao. All the senior critics are hungup on varioas things, with the 
most serious add sincere on their abdications. All consider themselves elder statesmen 
with proprietary rights, and all are dated, out of context, out of 6he mainstream and 
unaware of the ahenges of five years oe serious developments. 

;jomehow, we'll survive, as we always have. This kind of situation is no new to 
us. Iteis a bit worse. During this peeled I've also had to ask the bank to let me delay 
the annual payment on principal on that part of my debt they hold. Ana aLli I'll find some 
time to sake new efforts to collect what is due me. That is ier us an enormous sum moet 01 
wee...oh we have no chance of collecting. The lawyer may have let the statute run on about 
$25,000 he had taken on a 5CO,  deal. lou know,'critics, of that is the right word, owe us 
more than #2,000? Even Penn Jones, who told me if he can keep his loses to $200 a week 
hecan continue to live indefinitely oe his wife's inhtitance, owes Le about 3250 since 
1966 and will neither pay at nor permit her to, having decided in his sick mind that I am 
some kind of federal agent! Tae New York, L.A. andSan Diego connittes, for example, have 
not paid foe tae books they bought. The LA Free Press not only doesn't pay, but doesn't 
even answer. And has yet to mention my name for the first time. 

I'm also going to have to stop trying to keep others from making mistakes. Especialiy 
when as with Jecht, if the government sees. and exploits the possibilities, it will redound 
to my personal benefit, for that aould make POSY MORTEM a hot literary property. I just 
can't make the strong-willed think, and I have come to the reluctant conclusions that each 
aspires to become famous on the heap with a self-conceived cunning that in no case is. 

Ned will be sending me a new proposal and whatever it is I'll reject it and tell him 
to call the whole thing off. `'nlese he accepts a couater-proposal a have already conceived 
and I think he will not. It may cost printing or this work, but it is a risk 	take, for 
I can't accept of permit what he has in mind. It includes a get-the=4iennedye kick. Exonerate 
Saint Edgar and the others? As soonas I can get tar enough aheaa of Lil, 	go to Dallas 
unless that offer is withdrawn, and I'll write them to tale effect later today. Zeanwhile, 
the impossible awaits the doing agnin„ and as soon as I take a brisk walk in these hilas, 
back to that! I'll carbon you on the first move, already in mind. Best, 

e2/7 


