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T
he T

aste of S
ecurity ... O

r Is It S
pinach? 

B
y
 A

rt B
u

c
h

to
 a

ld
 

In dealing w
ith the question of w

hether the N
ew

 Y
ork 

T
im

es w
as co

rrect in
 p

rin
tin

g
 ex

cerp
ts fro

m
 th

e to
p
 

secret P
en

tag
o
n

 rep
o
rt as to

 h
o

w
 w

e g
o
t in

v
o

lv
ed

 in
 

V
ietn

am
, o

n
e m

u
st u

n
d
erstan

d
 th

e en
tire q

u
estio

n
 o

f 
classifying governm

ent docum
ents. 

T
o begin w

ith, all branches of the governm
ent classify 

d
o
cu

m
en

ts. T
h
e m

o
re classified

 d
o
cu

m
en

ts a d
ep

art-
m

en
t h

as in
 its files, th

e m
o
re im

p
o
rtan

t it co
n
sid

ers 
th

e w
o
rk

 it is d
o
in

g
. 

T
he low

est governm
ent classification for a classified 

docum
ent is L

O
U

 w
hich stands for L

IM
IT

E
D

 O
F

F
IC

IA
L

 
U

S
E

. T
his classification could be stam

ped on a docu-
m

ent to announce a soft ball gam
e, an office party, the 

v
acatio

n
 sch

ed
u

les o
f d

ep
artm

en
t h

ead
s, o

r w
h

at o
n

e 
m

u
st d

o
 in

 case o
f a n

u
clear b

o
m

b
in

g
 attack

. (A
fter 

th
e attack

, rep
o
rt to

 y
o
u
r n

earest p
o
st o

ffice an
d
 w

ait 
fo

r in
stru

ctio
n
s.) A

lm
o
st an

y
o
n
e in

 th
e g

o
v
ern

m
en

t 
fam

ily has access to L
O

U
's, and you'll usually find m

ail-
room

 boys reading them
 on elevators betw

een deliveries 
of inter-office m

ail 
T

he next designation is C
O

N
F

ID
E

N
T

IA
L

 w
hich is 

really betw
een L

O
U

 and S
E

C
R

E
T

. C
O

N
F

ID
E

N
T

IA
L

 
could have som

e security inform
ation in it (for exam

ple, 
n
o
t o

n
ly

 w
o
u

ld
 it g

iv
e th

e tim
e o

f th
e so

ft b
all g

am
e., 

C
ap

itol P
u

n
ish

m
en

t 

but w
ho w

as pitching for the other side). F
ew

er people 
are allow

ed to see a C
O

N
FID

E
N

T
IA

L
 m

em
o than a L

O
U

. 
(In the case of a nuclear bom

bing attack, a C
O

N
F

ID
E

N
-

T
IA

L
 m

em
o m

ight tell you w
hat to do if the post office 

w
asn't there.) 
A

fter C
O

N
F

ID
E

N
T

IA
L

 com
es S

E
C

R
E

T
. A

 S
E

C
R

E
T

 
docum

ent is so categorized on a N
 to K

 basis. (N
eed to 

K
now

). O
nly those people w

ho are actually involved in 
th

e p
ro

ject are su
p
p
o
sed

 to
 h

av
e access to

 S
E

C
R

E
T

 
d
o
cu

m
en

ts. T
h
ey

 h
av

e an
 u

rg
en

cy
 to

 th
em

 th
at d

e-
m

ands: "D
eal w

ith this before coffee break." 
T

he next classification is T
O

P
 S

E
C

R
E

T
. It's hard for 

so
m

eo
n
e in

 th
e g

o
v
ern

m
en

t to
 tell th

e d
ifferen

ce b
e-

tw
een

 S
E

C
R

E
T

 an
d
 T

O
P

 S
E

C
R

E
T

, o
th

er th
an

 w
h
en

 
reading a T

O
P

 S
E

C
R

E
T

 m
essage your palm

s sw
eat m

ore. 
T

h
e fin

al classificatio
n

 is L
IM

 D
IS

, stan
d

in
g

 fo
r 

L
IM

IT
E

D
 D

IST
R

IB
U

T
IO

N
. A

 L
IM

 D
IS is T

O
P SE

C
R

E
T

 
w

ith hair on it. T
he highest classification know

n pub-
licly is L

IM
 D

IS
 E

E
O

 (F
or E

yes O
nly). If you get one of 

those it m
eans you w

ere in som
e w

ay responsible for 
the nuclear attack. (S

ee P
aragraph 3 for this article.) 

N
ow

 the im
portant thing to understand is w

hy people 
in the governm

ent classify their docum
ents. H

ere is a 
scientific breakdow

n of reasons and percentages. T
he 

reason a paper is classified is--, 
(1) T

o m
ake the person w

ho w
rote the docum

ent look 
im

p
o
rtan

t-1
0
 p

er cen
t. 

(2) T
o m

ake the person reading the docum
ent think 

he is m
ore im

portant than h
e really

 is-1
0
 p

er cen
t. 

(3) T
o
 k

eep
 secretaries an

d
 file clerk

s b
u
sy

 d
u
rin

g
 

slack
 p

erio
d

s-1
5

 p
er cen

t. 
(4) T

o be on record in ease som
eone ever calls you 

on a m
istake som

eone else in the departm
ent m

ade-10 
p
er cen

t. 
(5) T

o m
ake sure the press w

ill take it seriously w
hen 

th
e d

o
cu

m
en

t is leak
ed

 to
 th

em
-1

5
 p

er cen
t. 

(6) T
o im

press the public w
ith your frankness w

hen 
y
o
u
 d

eclassify
 it-4

0
 p

er cen
t. 

(7) T
o protect the person (or persons) w

ho w
ere re-

sp
o
n
sib

le fo
r m

ak
in

g
 th

e m
istak

e(s)-2
5
 p

er cen
t. 

(8) N
atio

n
al secu

rity
-5

 p
er cen

t. 
W

h
at o

n
e m

u
st alw

ay
s k

eep
 in

 m
in

d
 w

h
en

 d
ealin

g
 

w
ith

 so
m

eth
in

g
 as d

icey
 as th

e M
cN

am
ara P

en
tag

o
n
 

report is that it m
ay taste like national security to som

e 
people, but others say it's spinach and the hell w

ith it, 
©

 1971, L
os A

ngeles T
im

es 


