
T
h

e S
u

ccesso
r Is 

o
rth

y
 

B
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IL
L

IA
M

 S
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H
IT
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W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
 —

 W
hen there is death in the fam

ily 
th

ere is sh
o
ck

 an
d
 h

o
rro

r an
d
 g

rief, an
d
 th

en
 th

ere 
is —

 terrib
ly

 an
d

 in
ev

itab
ly

 —
 th

e h
arsh

 aw
aren

ess 
th

at life m
u
st g

o
 o

n
 fo

r th
o
se w

h
o
 are left. 

W
h
en

 th
ere is d

eath
 in

 th
e n

atio
n
al fam

ily
, d

eath
 

rem
o
v
in

g
 th

e v
ery

 cen
tral arch

 o
f th

e p
o
w

er an
d
 

p
u
rp

o
ses o

f th
e W

estern
 W

o
rld

 as b
ru

tal d
eath

 h
as 

rem
o
v

ed
 Jo

h
n
 F

itzg
erald

 K
en

n
ed

y
, h

o
rro

r an
d

 g
rief 

are inexpressibly m
ultiplied. 

B
u
t o

n
e
 th

o
u
g
h
t, o

n
e
 e

m
o
tio

n
, m

u
st m

a
ste

r a
ll 

others. 
T

his that the R
epublic of the U

nited S
tates of A

m
er-

ica m
u
st g

o
 o

n
, u

n
d
er th

e co
m

m
an

d
 n

o
w

 o
f a n

ew
 

P
resid

en
t, L

y
n
d
o
n
 B

ain
es Jo

h
n
so

n
. It is h

e u
p
o
n
 

w
h
o
m

 th
e g

reat b
u
rd

en
 h

as n
o
w

 fallen
, an

d
 it d

o
es 

n
o
t seem

 w
ro

n
g
 to

 th
an

k
 P

ro
v
id

en
ce th

at th
e su

cces-
so

r is w
o
rth

y
 o

f b
o
th

 th
e m

an
 w

h
o
 h

as g
en

e an
d
 o

f 
th

e co
u
n
try

 th
ey

 h
av

e b
o
th

 alw
ay

s lo
v
ed

 an
d
 serv

ed
, 

w
ryly, toughly, unsentim

entally, and gallantly w
ell. 

If ev
er in

 all o
u
r h

isto
ry

 th
ere w

as an
 h

o
u
r w

h
en

 
m

en
 m

u
st p

u
t asid

e all th
at is sm

all, all th
at is an

g
ry

 
an

d
 u

g
ly

 an
d
 p

ettily
 p

artisan
 in

 o
u
r n

atio
n
al life, 

th
is is, su

p
rem

ely
, th

at h
o
u
r. F

o
r u

n
less all th

e p
eo

-
p
le, th

e p
arties, th

e factio
n

s, th
e reg

io
n

s, th
e races, 

th
e clash

in
g
 p

riv
ate in

terests, can
 su

m
m

o
n
 u

p
 am

o
n
g
 

th
em

selv
es th

e sen
se an

d
 h

o
n
o
r to

 u
n
ite b

eh
in

d
 th

e 
n
ew

 P
resid

en
t, th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates o

f A
m

erica w
ill 

face p
erils o

f d
isu

n
ity

 it h
as n

o
t k

n
o
w

n
 b

efo
re. 

*
 

W
h
o
 is th

is m
an

, L
y
n
d
o
n
 Jo

h
n
so

n
, w

h
o
 m

u
st h

av
e 

th
e su

p
p
o
rt, th

e h
elp

, an
d
 th

e u
n
d
erstan

d
in

g
 o

f all  

w
h
o
 are in

 th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates an

d
 o

f all th
ey

 h
av

e 
an

d
 are? 

W
h
at I am

 n
o
w

 ab
o
u
t to

 say
 I sh

o
u
ld

 n
ev

er in
 o

r-
d
in

ary
 circu

m
stan

ces h
av

e said
, fo

r in
 o

rd
in

ary
 cir-

cu
m

stan
ces it w

o
u
ld

 b
e n

am
e-d

ro
p
p
in

g
 in

 its m
o
st 

tasteless fo
rm

. B
u

t b
ecau

se o
f th

e sp
ecial circu

m
-

sta
n
c
e
s, I sa

y
 it, so

 th
a
t re

a
d
e
rs m

a
y
 h

a
v
e
 so

m
e
 

stan
d
ard

 to
 m

easu
re th

e w
o
rth

 o
f m

y
 ev

id
en

ce. 
F

o
r 3

0
 y

ears —
 sin

ce h
e w

as a slim
 an

d
 eag

er 
y
o
u
n
g
 secretary

 to
 a T

ex
as co

n
g
ressm

an
 —

 I h
av

e 
in

tim
ately

 k
n
o
w

n
 L

y
n
d
o
n
 Jo

h
n
so

n
 as I h

av
e n

ev
er 

k
n
o
w

n
 an

y
 o

th
er p

u
b
lic —

 o
r p

riv
ate —

 m
an

. I h
av

e 
k
n
o
w

n
 n

o
 o

th
er m

an
 o

f m
o
re tru

e to
leran

ce, if a 
to

leran
ce so

m
etim

es h
id

d
en

 b
eh

in
d
 th

e b
ru

sq
u
e m

an
-

n
erism

s o
f a m

aster o
f h

is p
ro

fessio
n
 —

 p
o
litics -

so
m

etim
es im

p
atien

t o
f slo

w
er m

in
d
s an

d
 alw

ay
s im

-
p
atien

t w
ith

 th
o
se o

f sm
aller m

o
tiv

es th
an

 h
is o

w
n
. 

I h
av

e k
n
o
w

n
 n

o
 o

th
er m

an
 o

f tru
er co

m
p
assio

n
 -

to
 th

e p
o
o
r an

d
 d

isp
o
ssessed

, y
es, b

u
t also

 to
 th

o
se 

o
f m

o
re fav

o
red

 states w
h
o
, to

o
, so

m
etim

es w
eep

 
silen

tly
 in

 th
e n

ig
h
t fro

m
 fears, th

e an
x
ieties, th

e p
iti-

less pressures and private despairs w
hich never w

holly 
ex

em
p
t an

y
 p

art o
f h

u
m

an
k
in

d
. 

I h
av

e k
n
o
w

n
 n

o
 m

an
 o

f m
o
re tru

e d
ev

o
tio

n
 to

 th
is 

co
u
n
try

 —
 alI o

f it, N
o
rth

 an
d
 S

o
u
th

, E
ast an

d
 W

est, 
b
lack

 an
d
 w

h
ite an

d
 b

ro
w

n
 an

d
 y

ello
w

. A
n
d
 I h

av
e 

k
n
o
w

n
 n

o
 p

u
b
lic m

an
, an

y
w

h
ere in

 th
e w

o
rld

, w
ith

 
a greater talent —

 indeed a greater genius —
 w

ho has 
g
iv

en
 g

reater serv
ice, so

m
etim

es at a h
ig

h
 co

st to
 

h
im

self, to
 th

at o
ld

 id
eal o

f o
n
e n

atio
n
 in

d
iv

isib
le 

u
n
d
er G

o
d
 an

d
 o

f ju
stice fo

r all so
 far as ju

stice can
 

b
e fo

u
n

d
 in

 a w
o

rld
 n

o
n

e o
f u

s ev
er m

ad
e. 

B
u
t p

recisely
 b

ecau
se h

e is a p
o
litical g

en
iu

s, p
re- 

cisely
 b

ecau
se h

e h
as all h

is p
u
b
lic life b

een
 to

o
 b

u
sy

 
d
o
in

g
 th

in
g
s —

 an
d
 to

o
 p

ro
u
d
 —

 to
 ex

p
lain

 th
in

g
s 

ab
o
u
t h

im
self, th

is m
an

 h
as h

ad
 h

is tireless d
etracto

rs 
to

 a d
eg

ree rarely
 seen

 in
 A

m
erican

 p
o

litics. 
I h

av
e said

 th
is is n

o
 tim

e fo
r b

ittern
ess; acco

rd
-

in
g

ly
 th

is is n
o

 tim
e to

 g
o

 fo
rw

ard
 w

ith
 th

is th
em

e. 
It is a tim

e, h
o
w

ev
er, a d

esp
erately

 n
ecessary

 tim
e, 

to
 ap

p
eal to

 th
em

 rig
h
t h

ere in
 p

rin
t to

o
 d

ro
p
 th

e 
little an

im
o
sities o

f th
e p

ast. 
F

o
r I say

, w
eig

h
in

g
 m

y
 w

o
rd

s in
 fu

ll aw
aren

ess o
f 

th
eir im

p
licatio

n
s, th

at I h
av

e n
ev

er k
n
o
w

n
 a tru

ly
 

first-rate m
an

 in
 eith

er p
arty

 w
h
o
, tru

ly
 k

n
o
w

in
g
 M

r. 
Jo

h
n
so

n
, h

as ev
er h

ated
 o

r d
esp

ised
 o

r u
n
d
erv

alu
ed

 
h
is in

cred
ib

le cap
acities, sim

p
le d

islik
e an

d
 sim

p
le 

disagreem
ent on principle being set aside. 

H
e h

as h
is fau

lts, b
u
t th

is can
 b

e said
 o

f h
im

: th
ere' 

is n
o
t an

y
w

h
ere in

 h
im

 an
 o

u
n
ce o

f littlen
ess; h

e is 
larg

er th
an

 life in
 ev

ery
 sen

se, in
clu

d
in

g
 h

is co
m

-
p
lete in

ab
ility

 to
 co

m
p
reh

en
d
 really

 little p
u
rp

o
ses 

in
 o

th
ers. 

* 	
* 

I h
av

e said
 th

at I h
av

e b
een

 an
d
 h

av
e rem

ain
ed

 
h
is frien

d
 th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e g
reater p

art o
f th

e life sp
an

 
o
f u

s b
o
th

; b
u
t I h

av
e also

 o
n
 m

an
y
 o

ccasio
n
s b

een
 

a critical frien
d
 o

n
 p

u
b
lic issu

es, an
d
 m

ay
 n

o
 d

o
u
b
t 

b
e o

n
 m

an
y
 o

ccasio
n
s ag

ain
. F

o
r am

o
n
g
 th

e larg
e-

nesses of L
yndon Johnson is that one form

 of criticism
, 

and one alone, can m
ove him

 to sw
ear like the com

bat 
n
av

al o
fficers h

e o
n
ce w

as —
 h

e w
h
o
 can

 also
 w

eep
 

fo
r o

th
ers lik

e a ch
ild

. T
h
is is th

e criticism
 o

f m
alice 

b
ased

 o
n
 m

o
tiv

es th
at are sm

all an
d
 u

g
ly

. 
T

h
is is a g

reat p
o
litical fig

u
re, a g

reat an
d
 n

atu
ral 

lead
er. B

u
t th

is is also
, first an

d
 fo

rem
o
st an

d
 al-

w
ay

s a m
an

, M
-A

-N
. 


