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- Kenned

After Test-Firing

By RALPH REPPERT
(First of a Two-Part Series.)

A ON A- MAY morning in 1967 the tele-
é phone rang in the Towson home of How-

& ard Donahue. It was Bill Fitchett, a hunt-
ing buddy, with a strange request. Some-
one was conducting rifle tests, with hunt-
ers and target shooters of varied back-
grounds, in an effort to prove something.
Could he, take the day off and help out?
Mr. Donahue, suspecting results of the
tests might be used later as evidence in a
court case, agreed to participate.

:‘Mr. Donahue is a gunsmith. He owns
and operates Donahue's Gun Specialties
on Dulaney Valley road in Towson. He has
developed patentable additions and modi-
fications for firearms, principally “with
Remington and Winchester. He has
worked on guns for United States Olympic
team members. He is called into court oc-
casionally to testify as a certified fire-
arms expert. _

Half an hour later Bill Fitchett, with
his brother, T. Somerset (Set) Fitchett, an-
other hunting buddy, stopped by. The three
drove to the Maryland Lava Company,
near Bel Air. There they picked up John
Dinning, the Fitchetts’ brother-in-law, had
lunch and headed for the H. P. White Bal-
listics Laboratory not far away.

2 This installation has laboratories for
incredibly fine testing, plus nearly a
hundred acres of partially wooded land
with firing ranges. It is the biggest inde-
pendent ballistics research center in the
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Assassination: A Different View

Maryland Man Has Doubts about Gswald

country- It conducts performance tests
with arms and ammunition for clients
ranging from inventors and arms manu-
facturers to insurance companies and po-
lice departments. .

Laboratory technicians took the four
men to a basement range where the Fitch-
ett brothers and Mr. Donahue fired three
sets of three shots each from a 6.5mm
Mannlicher-Carcano rifle. None had ever
fired a Mannlicher, but Mr. Donahue rec-
ognized it as a cheaply produced weapon
turned out for the Italian army in World
War 1I. He also recognized it as the rifle
make and model Lee Harvey Oswald is
said to have fired at President Kennedy in

* Dallas on November 22, 1963.

Like that rifle, the weapon used was
equipped with a four-power scope sight.
Bit by bit, Mr. Donahue and his friends
were filled in on the test. Many had criti-
cized the Warren Report for its one-assas-
sin theory, claiming it was impossible to
fire the Plannlicher-Carcano three times
in the 6.5 seconds the assassin is thought
to have had to fire at the President. The
Columbia Breadcasting System, in a tele-
vised test ng program later to be narrated
principally by Walter Cronkite, was trying
either to prove or disprove the claim.

Like the Oswald rifle, the test weapon
was equipped with a makeshift sling.

The three men were told to fire three
series of three shots each at a target about
150 feet away, each series as close as pos-
sible to five seconds. Mr. Donahue noticed
that the cartridges handed him, although
of the same type Oswald had fired, were
not new ammunition, but reloads.

~He also noticed that some of the
range’s terminal lights weren't working,
leaving the target less visible than he

tion similar to that of the .30-caliber 1903
Springfield used by most American draft-
ees in basic training in both World Wars.
But its bolt action is much stiffer, even
awkward. After a spent shell is ejected by
the drawn back bolt, the bolt must be
thrust forward with considerable force by
the heel of the hand to insert a new shell
into the breech.

The offhand approach to the test firing,
Mr. Donahue learned, was deliberate. CBS
had given none of its test marksmen any
more advance notice than necessary, ap-
parently feeling that if any of them had
time to practice with the Mannlicher, the
test scores would have been meaningless,
The marksman also learned they were not
to be paid for their time and trouble, re-
gardless of what kind of scores they shot,
another CBS measure in the interests of
impartiality.

After firing, the men left the basement
range and moved to a hilly, heavily wood-
ed spot on the laboratory grounds. Here
they found a partial reconstruction of the
Dealy Plaza site in Dallas where Presi-
dent Kennedy had been shot. Workmen
had constructed a 60-foot wooden tower,
Running past, in a route which had been
surveyed and staked out to duplicate Elm
street in Dallas, was a miniature railroad
track. On it was an electrically powered
vehicle which could be made to travel at
about 11 miles an hour, the speed of the
presidential procession as it moved along
Elm street on that fateful day. Mounted
on the vehicle was a standard FBI rapid-
fire training target, the lifesize silhouette
of a man's head and shoulders.

“I could see a lot of planning had gone
into the CBS test,” Mr. Donahue recalls.
“FBI and military marksmen had test-
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The FBI marksmen also had fired from
an elevation of only about 30 feet, CBS
was later to explain in its broadcasts—
about half the height of the sixth floor of
the school book depository from which Os-
wald allegedly fired.

At the base of the higher tower CBS
had built, Mr. Donahue was handed anoth-
er Mannlicher-Carcano.

“1 was giving my full attention to the
business at hand, It didn't hit me until lat-
er—like a dash of cold water—that I had
noticed the serial number on that rifle. Be-
cause most military firearms have at
least six- or seven-digit serial numbers,
this one caught my attention. I remember
it as C 2766. -

“In all honesty, I must admit my imag-
ination could play tricks on me as readily
as with the next man, and it is possible
that my subconscious mind is still working
overtime on this incident. But in my heart
I still feel 100 per cent sure I remember
that number correctly. The serial number
on the rifle Oswald used, I later ascer-
tained by checking the Warren Report,
was C 2766. That weapon is supposed to
have been locked up, along with other as-
sassination evidence, in the National Ar-
chives.”

The day had turned windy and cloudy,
and Mr. Donahue felt the tower shudder as
wind hit it. At the top level were other
members of the test group, three state po-
licemen in uniform, two wearing pistol ex-
pert medals, the third with a sharpshooter
rating.

“The three of us who comprised the ci-

“vilian half of the six-man test team repre-

sented a varied background. Set Fitchett
is an excellent all-around marksman,
highly skilled with pistol, rifle and shot-

gun. As a varr 'int hurter, he i thorcughly
familiar with | e scope sight.

“His brot er Bill [Wiliirm Wells
Fitchett] is an excelle nt shot v ith rifle or
shotgun, not o:ly a god targ: | marksman
but also one of the finest "i:ld s!ots I
know.

“As for m: own hackgreird, I have
been a pretiy decenl rnarks ) n s'nee I
have been b’ - enough Lo lift . 1ifle. Long
ago I took ti = 'JRA tar-et sht ''ng course
in Towson A 1nory and becar - an « xpert
small bore rilleman. My pri: - »al ' ports
targets for snae years have ! - a 'y pi-

geons. My NR A rating with th+ - cati ergun -

is expert,

“However, toward the end of Norld
War II I boug 't a .257 loberts “tull:un, a
target rifle r-ade by Winchi er. It is
equipped witl an eight-power ' “ops, and
fires a high-v« 'ocity shelil sim™" r in many
respects to th-se fired in the t- ¢ of rifle
Oswald had. 11 long-range vo :int hunt-
ing, 1 became proficient eno © wi'h the
rifle and the special ammu . mn to kill
crows and w¢ ydchucks, som nes more
than 300 yard:: away.”

Atop the tcover, Mr. Donal + fouid the
small area crowded with sev: = the: men,
plus banks of CBS photogra | ¢ aud re-

cording equiz'nent. He was «: rprived to
note the windowsill, built as = - py +.f that
in the Texas {" *hool Bock De; v itory, was
only 14% inc'ies frcm the 'lior. A few
packing casc: were scattere | round, as
they had been on the sixth flo - ~f the: Tex-
as School Boo!- Depository.

Mr. Donah e had taken ol [ i%e coat of
his business si:it and put on a 1/} ht v-colen
hunting shirt which allowed iv edom of
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Make and n “vel Lee Harvey Oswald is
said to have .ir:d at President Kennedy in
Dallas on No . ~mber 22, 1963,

Like tha! i.fle, the weapen used was
equipped w: i a four-j.wer scope sight,
Bit by Lit, Ir. Donahie and his friends
were filled o on the te L. Mary had criti-

cized the W: - cn Report for it;; one-assas-
sin theory, . . ming it was inipossible to
fire the M | icher-Carcano hree times
inthe 655 1ds the assassi is thought
to have hac © fire at the Pr.sident. The
Columbiy B leasting Syste.), in a tele-
vised te tin; - ogram later to be narrated
principzily | - Valter Cronkitc, was trying
either t¢ pro . or disprove the claim.

Like the 1 vald rifle, the lest weapon
Wwas equ.ppe { \/ith a makeshif. sling,

The thre 1::en were told to fire three
series o: thr i shots e 1ch at a iurget about
150 feet aw. ;, each s ries as : lose as pos-
sible to ‘ive -onds. “‘r. Don. hue noticed
that the ca: 1iges h.nded b q, although
of the sume |5 pe Osv...)d hau fired, were
not new amm uaition, Lat relo: ds,

He .ilsc uoticed that sime of the
range's ter .- al lights were:'t working,
leaving th sget less visile than he
would h .ve - d. And the tar; st itself was
already wi | cppercd with nullel holes,
which v ou  1.:ke il impossiile to deter-
mine hi ac w .cy.

No r.at ¢, the three mai 'smen were
told; th 5 | -:2 of the test . ring wasn't
being i1 idt 1 prove accurac |, but merely
to let tier [miliarize ther :elves with
the Mar alic . -Carezno.

It re ui- ! familiarization It is a six-

shot rifie y

..h operates wi.u a bolt ac-

time to practice with the Mannlicher, the
test scores would have been meaningless,
The marksman also learned they were not
to be paid for their time and trouble, re-
gardless of what kind of scores they shot,
another CBS measure in the interests of
impartiality,

Alter firing, the men left the basement
range and moved to a hilly, heavily wood-
ed spot on the laboratory grounds. Here
they found a partial reconstruction of the
Dealy Plaza site in Dallas where Presi-
dent Kennedy had been shot. Workmen
had cunstructed a 60-fool wooden tower,
Running past, in a route which had been
surveyed and staked out to duplicate Elm
street in Dallas, was a miniature railroad
track. On it was an electrically powered
vehicle which could be made to travel at
about 11 miles an hour, the speed of the
presidential procession as it moved along
Elm street on that fateful day. Mounted
on the vehicle was a standard FBI rapid-

fire teamning target, the lifesize silhouette _

of a man's head and shoulders,

"I could see a lot of planning had gone
into the CBS test,” Mr. Donahue recalls.
“FBI and military marksmen had test-
fired Oswald's rifle for the Warren Com-
mission’s fact finding on the rifle’s_capa-
bilities. The guestions at hand had dealt
with how the rifle would perform against
a moving target. But the FBI had done its
test-firing at stationary targets. It did
not explain why.”

least six- or seven-digit serial numbers,
this one caught my attention. I remember
it as C 2766.

“In all honesty, I must admit my imag-
ination could play tricks on me as readily
as with the next man, and it is possible
that my subconscious mind is still working
overtime on this incident. But in my heart
I still feel 100 per cent sure I remember
that number corractly. The serial number
on the rifle Oswald used, I later ascer-
tained by checking the Warren Report,
was C 2766. That weapon is supposed to
have {een locked up, along with other as-
sassinatfon evidence, in the National Ar-
chives.”

The day i?ad turned windy and cloudy,
and Mr. Donahue felt the tower shudder as
wind hit it. At the top level were other
members of the tesi' group, three state po-
licemen in uniform, two wearing pistol ex-
pert medals, the third wi'th a sharpshooter
rating.

“The three of us who comprised the ci-

vilian half of the six-man test {©am repre-

sented a varied background. Set Fitchett
is an excellent all-around marksman,
highly skilled with pistol, rifle and shot-

geons. My NRA rating with the scattergun
is expert.

“However, toward the end of World
War II I bought a .257 Roberts Bullgun, a
target rifle made by Winchester. It is
equipped with an eight-power sceoe, and
fires a high-velocity shell similar ia many
respects to those fired in the type of rifle
Oswald had. In long-range varmint hunt-
ing, I became proficient enough wvith the
rifle and the special ammunitien to kill
crows and woodchucks, sometimes more
than 300 yards away.”

Atop the tower, Mr. Donahue found the
small area crowded with seven other men,
plus banks of CBS photographic and re-
cording equipment. He was surprised to
note the windowsill, built as a copy of that
in the Texas School Book Depository, was
only 14% inches from the floor. A few
packing cases were scattered around, as
they had been on the sixth floor of the Tex-
as School Book Depository.

Mr. Donahue had taken off the coat of
his business suit and put on a light woolen
bunting shirt which allowed freedom of

Continued on Page 9
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movement. Along with the other marks-
men, he was told he could fire in any posi-
tion he chose, and could rig up any kind of
a rifle rest he liked with the scattered car-
tons.

"“The police officers fired first, from
various pesitions. Some moved the boxes
around to use as rifle rests. Everybody
had a lot of trouble stabilizing the rifle.

The bolt action was so clumsy that after a -

man squeczed off a shot, ejected the emp-
ty cartridge, and rammed in a new one
with that stiff bolt mechanism, his rifle
_remained nowhere near on-target, and he
had to find the target in his scope sight
and aim all over again.”

Firing was further complicated be-
cause time was such an important factor.
As the silkouetle target moved at 11 miles
an hour it passed two stakes. The first rep-
resented the first instant and spot in which
Oswald would have had a possible shot at
the President. The second marked the po-
sition of the presidential car when the Za-
pruder films and other evidence had
shown that the last shot was fired.

Test rnarksmen were not allowed to
fire until the vehicle pasced the first stake,
and shots squeezed off after it passed the
second siake were not recorded in the
elaborate set up of cameras, timing de-
vices and other measuring instruments.

As the test proceeded rain began to
fall, the wind rose and the tower swayed
with each gust.

“When it came my turn to fire, I decid-
ed on the position Oswald might have cho-
sen,” Mr. Donahue recalls, “because we
were about the same size. Oswald was 5-9
and weighed 169 pounds. I am an inch
shorter znd, at the time of the test, 5
pounds heavier.”

Mr. Donahue didn't consider firing
from a standing position. Oswald couldn't
have, for only the lower part of the win-
dow from which he is said to have fired
had been open. Mr. Donahue felt it would
have been nearly impossible, anyhow, for

\

any man in that position to operate a bolt
properly for accurate and rapid firing.

The 14%-inch height of the windowsill
ruled out firing from the prone or sitting
position—Oswald wasn't tall enough—so
Mr. Donahue chose his own variation of
the kneeling position.

Actually, it was more of a squat, with
his left leg bent under him, his right knee
bent, his buttock resting on the heel of his
right foot. It is a position he had earlier
found comfortable and effective in field
shooting. .

He twined the rifle sling around his left
arm in an arrangement known as the
hasty sling.

Due to a stuck bolt, Mr. Donahue got
off only one shot in his first series. (“It’s
hard for me to believe Oswald was a pro-
fessional hit man, as many people say he
was. I can’t imagine a real pro trying to
do a job with a weapon as cheap, shoddy
and unreliable as that Mannlicher.”) Mr.
Donahue says he was still working the bolt
imperfectly in his second series and he got
off only two shots. Both, however, were
hits. They were recorded by a motion pic-
ture camera mounted on the carriage of
the moving target. i

“In my third series of three, I fired the
split-second the target passed the first
stake. With my right hand I hit the bolt
handle to eject. It was stuck again. Realiz-
ing how little time I had, I hit the bolt with
all the force possible, ejecting the empty. I
felt more than half my time had passed
when I slammed the bolt forward to insert
the second round, picked up the target in
the cross hairs, and fired.

“Even while the rifle was in its slight
recoil, I brought up my right hand, hit the
bolt to eject, slammed it forward to load,
picked up the target, and squeezed off my
final shot.

“By the time I ejected the last shell,
took off the sling and stood up, the target
had been returned and was being exam-
ined. My three shots were hits, within a 3~

inch circle in the central head area. I

heard a technician at the base of the tower

call out: ‘We've got a good one! Four-
point-eight seconds from first to last
shot!" "

A second timing device clocked the
three shots at 5.2 seconds. But at even the
slower reading, Mr. Donahue had support-
ed the Warren Report’s indication that cne
assassin could have fired three shots from
a Mannlicher-Carcano within 6.5 seconds.
He was not informed until several days
later that, out of scores of test firings
which had been made in the three previous
years by CBS, his performance with the
Mannlicher-Carcano was the only one
which equaled or excelled that attributed
to Lee Harvey Oswald.

CBS televised its test findings the fol-
lowing month during a widely heralded
news inquiry, “The Warren Report,”
which began with an hour of commentary
from 10 to 11 P.M. on Sunday, June 25,
and continued with additional hour-long
segments on Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday. .

Walter Crc-kite, the privi 21 com-

mentator, stat- d as the opiricc of CBS
News that “th- roleof the FII: w il as
the Secret Sorvice, both jn the sz sina-

tion and its af' >rmath, has be=n les: than
glorious,” and said perfermer: s of the
two agencies I 'd wea't:ned th « -ed bility
of the Warren (leport.

CBS had c wcinder, Ar. Coov <ite =aid,
that Lee Har/ey Oswv!d sh+! °re ident
Kennedy, but in the following ¢ :te: ce he
peinted out: . . . we d-¢w the in ' bt ween
Oswald as a k''ler, ard Oswall 7= th : kill-
.’

The commntator also po =« th-: “al-
though the W rren Commis + h: | full
pewer to conc et its own ine - :d at in-
vestigation, it sermiticd the ar 1 CIA
to investiza‘e themstlves—z ¢ n ast a
permanent ! low orn the ans vi "

It was his s nse of having cct 'vib teda
service that wietted Mr. Dcral s ter-
est in the ascassination. He b 7' . and
read a conden::ation of the Warr - K port,

Continued » - Pcge 11
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sition of the pr.sidential car v.hen the Za-
pruder filr © and other evidence had
showntl at t  ast shot was fi. 2d.

Test mz. . en were not allowed to
fireunti. the . icle pa sed th - first stake,
and shoi i s¢ - zed off after it pasued the
second .tak - vere not rece ded in the
elaboral: s8¢0 -p of cumeras, liming de-
vices an | otl ~ measur.ng inst. uments.

As ti 2 L : procceded ra: began to
fall, the wir - ose aund the to.;er swayed
withea: v ¢

“Wheait . nermny tumn to . re, I decid-
edont!: pc  onOswild mig L have cho-
sen,” 1. L hue recalls, “ .ccause we
were ab ut - same size. Osv. ild was 5-9
and we: he 89 pourds. I um an inch
shorter and ..t the time of the test, 5
pounds lcav "

Mr. Do: . e didn’t con ider firing
from a .tar = 2 posit:on. Osw ald couldn’t

have, fu- o1 , the lower part of the win-
dow [ro .1y . h be is said t have fired
had bez.. op . Mr, Douahue 1.0t it would
have be:n n.: ly impossible, :nyhow, for
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Donahue says he was still working the bolt
imperfectly in his second series and he got
off only two shots. Both, however, were
hits. They were recorded by a motion pie-
ture camera mounted on the carriage of
the moving target. .

“In ray third series of three, I fired the
split-sccond the target passed the first
stake. With my right hand I hit the bolt
handle to eject. It was stuck again. Realiz-
ing how little time I had, 1 hit the bolt with
all the force pos:ible, ejecting the empty. I
felt more than half my time had passed
when I slammed the bolt forward to insert
the second round, picked up the target in
the cress hairs, and fired.

“Even while the rifle was in its slight
recoil, I brought up my right hand, hit the
bolt to eject, slammed it forward to load,
picked up the target, and squeezed off my
final shot.

“By the time I ejected the last shell,
took off the sling and stood up, the target
had been returned and was being exam-
ined. My three shots were hits, within a 3-
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est in the assassination. He bought and
read a condensation of the Warren Report,

Continued on Page 11

from 10 to 11 P.M. on Sunday, June 25,
and continued with additional hour-long
segments on Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday. .
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Mr. Donahue, holding a Mannlicher-Carcano, demonstrates the position he used
during a test-firing conducted in Maryland in an effort to prove or disprove the
Warren Report contention that three shots could be fired from a weapon of

this type in 6.5 ceconds or o,
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and later began reading different books
critical of the report.

He read “Whitewash," written by a for-
mer 0SS intelligence analyst turned chick-
en farmer; “Rush to Judgment,” by Mark
Lane, an attorney and former New York
state assemblyman; “Six Seconds in Dal-
las,” by Josiah Thompson, a professor of
philosophy; books by newspapermen, law
enforcement agents and others.

He found nothing to change his opinion
of the Warren Report, but he did conclude
that most of the authors criticizing it had
little knowledge of ballistics and capabili-
ties of weapons.

Too many, Mr. Donahue felt, had ac-
cepled careless, broad and generalized de-
scriptive terms, and based their argu-
ments on them. He resented secing the
term “pin-point accuracy” mentioned in
connection with Lee Harvey Oswald. “Out
of the two or three or however many shots
he is supposed to have gotten off [the War-
ren Report indicates there were three| one
missed the presidential limousine.

“Another fallacy, widely aceepted once
it was reported, was that the Mannlicher-
Carcano requires a minimum of 2.3 sec-

- onds for bolt action between shots. In my

best series of three in the CBS test, I got
off my last two shots in less than two sec-
onds.

"Proper technique is the answer. Rob-
ert Frazier, of the FBI, had claimed the
2.3-second limitations of the Mannlicher-
Carcano after firing the weapon Oswald
had used. .

“Later, in a magazine article, I saw a
picture of Mr. Frazier presumably posing

to show how he had fired the rifle, and he
was being very wrong about it. He had a
box for a rifle rest and was not using a
sling. These two factors alone would rule
him out as a competent rapid-fire and ac-
curate marksman,

“But the most glaring error was the
way Mr. Frazier was shown manipulating
the bolt. As I mentioned, the Mannlicher-
Carcano boll is a stiff, awkward affair.
Moving it back and forth to ejecl an emp-
ty shell and reload requires effort, so
much so that with the palm of his hand the
marksman must hit the boll forcibly, in
both the forward and backward strokes.
‘There isn't enough time between shots for
the most competent marksman to close
his hand, so he leaves it open.

“1 examined the picture with disbelief,
Frazier was grasping the bolt with his
thumb and fingers, as you would hold the
handle of a teacup.”

Later Mr. Donahue read in Thomas G.
Buchanan’s book “Who Killed Kennedy?":

“It is doubtlul if a single man zxists
who could have fired this weapon with the
skill required [in the time required|. But if
the feat is possible, it is, in the opinion of
the experts, a superlative performance
which requires one of the world's best
marksmen .

Although _.a would have enjoyed being
labeled “one of the world's best marks-
men,” Mr. Donahue wrote off that incor-
rect phase of Mr. Buchanan's explanation,
and others like it, as hogwash. The irrita-
tion whelted his curiosity further, and he
began accumulating more assassination
records,
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COnNULLIOn Wil Lo Hdrvey Uswaid. wul
of the two or three or however many shots
he is supposed to have gotten off [the War-
ren Report indicates there were three| one
missed the presidential limousine.

“Another fallacy, widely accepted once
it was reported, was that the Mannlicher-
Carcano requires a minimum of 2.3 sec-
onds for bolt action between shots. In my
best series of three in the CBS test, 1 got
off my last two shots in less than two sec-
onds.

“Proper technique is the answer. Rob-
ert Frazier, of the FBI, had claimed the
2.3-second limitations of the Mannlicher-
Carcano after firing the weapon Oswald
had used.

“Later, in a magazine article, 1 saw a
picture of Mr. Frazier presumably posing

wiumb and Lngers, as you would hold e
handle of a teacup.”

Later Mr. Donahue read in Thomas G.
Buchanan’s book “Who Killed Kennedy?":

“It is doubtful if a single man exists
who could have fired this weapon with the
skill required [in the time required). But if
the feat is possible, it is, in the opinion of
the experts, a superlative performance
which requires one of the world's best
marksmen..."”

Although he would have enjoyed being
labeled “one of the world’s best marks-
men,” Mr. Donahue wrote off that incor-
rect phase of Mr. Buchanan’s explanation,
and others like it, as hogwash. The irrita-
tion whetted his curiosity further, and he
began accumulating more assassination
records.

...... L i | L T P LT T TS . ]

sought not Lo discredit the Warren Report,
but to support it. He still believes the re-
port to have been put together honestly—
on the basis of the information given to
the commission. He believes, however,
that its members did not have evidence
which would have changed the report.

Mr. Donahue believes today that no
premeditated murder was committed in
Dealy Plaza in Dallas on November 22,
1963.

He believes that, but for a freakish,
once-in-a-million turn of events. John F.
Kennedy might be alive today, with Lee
Harvey Oswald serving a prison sentence
for his attempted murder.

And he believes he knows how Presi-
dent Kennedy was killed. O

- To be continued next week
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