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After Test-Firing 

By RALPH REPPERT 
(First of a Two-Part Series.) 

ON A. MAY morning in 1967 the tele-
phone rang in the Towson home of How-
ard Donahue. It was Bill Fitchett, a hunt-
ing buddy, with a strange request. Some-
one was conducting rifle tests, with hunt-
ers and target shooters of varied back-
grounds, in an effort to prove something. 
Could he take the day off and help out? 
Mr. Donahue, suspecting results of the 
tests might be used later as evidence in a 
court case, agreed to participate. 

Mr. Donahue is a gunsmith. He owns 
and operates Donahue's Gun Specialties 
on Dulaney Valley road in Towson. He has 

• developed patentable additions and modi-
fications for firearms, principally with 
Remington and Winchester. He has 
worked on guns for United States Olympic 
team members. He is called into court oc-
casionally to testify as a certified fire-
arms expert. 

Half an hour later Bill Fitehett, with 
his brother, T. Somerset (Set) Fitchett. an-
other hunting buddy, stopped by. The three 
drove to the Maryland Lava Company, 
near Bel Air. There they picked up John 
Dinning, the Fitchetts' brother-in-law, had 
lunch and headed for the H. P. White Bal-
listics Laboratory not far away. 

This installation has laboratories for 
incredibly fine testing, plus nearly a 
hundred acres of partially wooded land 
with firing ranges. It is the biggest inde-
pendent ballistics research center in the 
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M
aryland M

an H
as D

oubts about O
sw

ald 

co
u
n
try

.- It co
n
d
u
cts p

erfo
rm

an
ce tests 

w
ith

 arm
s an

d
 am

m
u
n
itio

n
 fo

r clien
ts 

ran
g

in
g

 fro
m

 in
v

en
to

rs an
d

 arm
s m

an
u

-
factu

rers to
 in

su
ran

ce co
m

p
an

ies an
d
 p

o
-

lice d
ep

artm
en

ts. 
L

ab
o
rato

ry
 tech

n
ician

s to
o
k
 th

e fo
u
r 

m
en

 to
 a b

asem
en

t ran
g
e w

h
ere th

e F
itch

-
ett b

ro
th

ers an
d
 M

r. D
o
n
ah

u
e fired

 th
ree 

sets o
f th

ree sh
o
ts each

 fro
m

 a 6
.5

m
m

 
M

an
n
lich

er-C
arcan

o
 rifle. N

o
n
e h

ad
 ev

er 
fired

 a M
 in

n
lich

er, b
u

t M
r. D

o
n

ah
u

e rec-
o

g
n

ized
 it as a ch

eap
ly

 p
ro

d
u

ced
 w

eap
o

n
 

tu
rn

ed
 o

u
t fo

r th
e Italian

 arm
y
 in

 W
o
rld

 
W

ar IL
 lie also

 reco
g
n
ized

 it as th
e rifle 

m
ak

e an
d
 m

o
d
el L

ee H
arv

ey
 O

sw
ald

 is 
said

 to
 h

av
e fired

 at P
resid

en
t K

en
n
ed

y
 in

 
D

allas on N
ovem

ber 22, 1963. 
L

ik
e th

at rifle, th
e w

eap
o
n
 u

sed
 w

as 
eq

u
ip

p
ed

 w
ith

 a fo
u
r-p

o
w

er sco
p
e sig

h
t. 

B
it b

y
 b

it, M
r. D

o
n
ah

u
e an

d
 h

is frien
d
s 

w
ere filled

 in
 o

n
 th

e test. M
an

y
 h

ad
 criti-

cized
 th

e W
arren

 R
ep

o
rt fo

r its o
n
e-assas-

sin
 th

eo
ry

, claim
in

g
 it w

as im
p
o
ssib

le to
 

fire th
e Ilan

n
lich

er-C
arcan

o
 th

ree tim
es 

In
 th

e 6
.5

 seco
n
d
s th

e assassin
 is th

o
u
g
h
t 

to
 h

av
e h

id
 to

 fire at th
e P

resid
en

t. T
h

e 
C

o
lu

m
b
ia B

ro
ad

castin
g
 S

y
stem

, in
 a tele-

v
ised

 test n
g
 p

ro
g
ram

 later to
 b

e n
arrated

 
principally by W

alter C
ronkite, w

as trying 
either to prove or disprove the claim

. 
L

ik
e th

e O
sw

ald
 rifle, th

e test w
eap

o
n
 

w
as equipped w

ith a m
akeshift sling. 

T
h
e th

ree m
en

 w
ere to

ld
 to

 fire th
ree 

series o
f th

ree sh
o
ts each

 at a targ
et ab

o
u
t 

150 feet aw
ay, each series as close as pos-

sible to five seconds. M
r. D

onahue noticed 
th

at th
e cartrid

g
es h

an
d
ed

 h
im

, alth
o
u
g
h
 

o
f th

e sam
e ty

p
e O

sw
ald

 h
ad

 fired
, w

ere 
not new

 am
m

unition, but reloads. 
• H

e
 a

lso
 n

o
tic

e
d
 th

a
t so

m
e
 o

f th
e
 

ran
g
e's term

in
al lig

h
ts w

eren
't w

o
rk

in
g
, 

le
a
v

in
g

 th
e
 ta

rg
e
t le

ss v
isib

le
 th

a
n

 h
e
  

tio
n
 sim

ilar to
 th

at o
f th

e .3
0
-calib

er 1
9
0
3
 

S
p
rin

g
field

 u
sed

 b
y
 m

o
st A

m
erican

 d
raft-

ees in
 b

asic train
in

g
 in

 b
o
th

 W
o
rld

 W
ars. 

B
u
t its b

o
lt actio

n
 is m

u
ch

 stiffer, ev
en

 
aw

k
w

ard
. A

fter a sp
en

t sh
ell is ejected

 b
y
 

th
e
 d

ra
w

n
 b

a
c
k
 b

o
lt, th

e
 b

o
lt m

u
st b

e
 

th
ru

st fo
rw

ard
 w

ith
 co

n
sid

erab
le fo

rce b
y
 

th
e h

eel o
f th

e h
an

d
 to

 in
sert a n

ew
 sh

ell 
into the breech. 

T
he offhand approach to the test firing, 

M
r. D

onahue learned, w
as deliberate. C

B
S

 
h
ad

 g
iv

en
 n

o
n
e o

f its test m
ark

sm
en

 an
y
 

m
o
re ad

v
an

ce n
o
tice th

an
 n

ecessary
, ap

-
p
aren

tly
 feelin

g
 th

at if an
y
 o

f th
em

 h
ad

 
tim

e to
 p

ractice w
ith

 th
e M

an
n
lich

er, th
e 

test sco
res w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 m
ean

in
g
less. 

T
h
e m

ark
sm

an
 also

 learn
ed

 th
ey

 w
ere n

o
t 

to
 b

e p
aid

 fo
r th

eir tim
e an

d
 tro

u
b

le, re-
g
ard

less o
f w

h
at k

in
d
 o

f sco
res th

ey
 sh

o
t, 

an
o
th

er C
B

S
 m

easu
re in

 th
e in

terests o
f 

im
p
artiality

. 
A

fter firin
g

, th
e m

en
 left th

e b
asem

en
t 

range and m
oved to a hilly, heavily w

ood-
ed

 sp
o
t o

n
 th

e lab
o
rato

ry
 g

ro
u
n
d
s. H

ere 
th

ey
 fo

u
n

d
 a p

artial reco
n

stru
ctio

n
 o

f th
e 

D
ealy

 P
laza site in

 D
allas w

h
ere P

resi-
d

en
t K

en
n

ed
y

 h
ad

 b
een

 sh
o

t. W
o

rk
m

en
 

h
ad

 co
n
stru

cted
 a 6

0
-fo

o
t w

o
o
d
en

 to
w

er. 
R

u
n
n
in

g
 p

ast, in
 a ro

u
te w

h
ich

 h
ad

 b
een

 
su

rv
ey

ed
 an

d
 stak

ed
 o

u
t to

 d
u
p
licate E

lm
 

street in
 D

allas, w
as a m

in
iatu

re railro
ad

 
track

. O
n

 it w
as an

 electrically
 p

o
w

ered
 

v
eh

icle w
h
ich

 co
u
ld

 b
e m

ad
e to

 trav
el at 

ab
o
u
t 1

1
 m

iles an
 h

o
u
r, th

e sp
eed

 o
f th

e 
p
resid

en
tial p

ro
cessio

n
 as it m

o
v
ed

 alo
n
g
 

E
lm

 street o
n
 th

at fatefu
l d

ay
. M

o
u
n
ted

 
o
n
 th

e v
eh

icle w
as a stan

d
ard

 F
B

I rap
id

-
fire train

in
g
 targ

et, th
e lifesize silh

o
u
ette 

of a m
an's bead and shoulders. 

"I could see a lo
t o

f p
lan

n
in

g
 h

ad
 g

o
n

e 
in

to
 th

e C
B

S
 test," M

r. D
o
n
ah

u
e recalls. 

"F
B

I an
d
 m

ilitary
 m

ark
sm

en
 h

ad
 test- 

T
he F

B
I m

arksm
en also had fired from

 
an

 elev
atio

n
 o

f o
n
ly

 ab
o
u
t 3

0
 feet, C

B
S

 
w

as later to
 ex

p
lain

 in
 its b

ro
ad

casts—
ab

o
u
t h

alf th
e h

eig
h
t o

f th
e six

th
 flo

o
r o

f 
the school book depository from

 w
hich O

s-
w

ald allegedly fired. 
A

t th
e b

ase o
f th

e h
ig

h
er to

w
er C

B
S

 
had built, M

r. D
onahue w

as handed anoth-
er M

annlicher-C
arcano. 

"I w
as g

iv
in

g
 m

y
 fu

ll atten
tio

n
 to

 th
e 

b
u
sin

ess at h
an

d
. It d

id
n
't h

it m
e u

n
til lat-

er —
lik

e a d
ash

 o
f co

ld
 w

ater—
th

at I h
ad

 
noticed the serial num

ber on that rifle. B
e-

c
a
u
se

 m
o
st m

ilita
ry

 fire
a
rm

s h
a
v
e
 a

t 
least six

- o
r sev

en
-d

ig
it serial n

u
m

b
ers, 

th
is o

n
e cau

g
h
t m

y
 atten

tio
n
. I rem

em
b
er 

it as C
 2766. 

"In
 all h

o
n
esty

, I m
u
st ad

m
it m

y
 im

ag
-

in
atio

n
 co

u
ld

 p
lay

 trick
s o

n
 m

e as readily 
as w

ith
 th

e n
ex

t m
an

, an
d
 it is p

o
ssib

le 
that m

y subconscious m
ind is still w

orking 
overtim

e on this incident. B
ut In m

y
 h

eart 
I still feel 1

0
0
 p

er cen
t su

re I rem
em

b
er 

th
at n

u
m

b
er co

rrectly
. T

h
e serial n

u
m

b
er 

o
n

 th
e rifle O

sw
ald

 u
sed

, I 
later ascer-

tain
ed

 b
y
 ch

eck
in

g
 th

e W
arren

 R
ep

o
rt, 

w
as C

 2
7
6
6
. T

h
at w

eap
o
n
 is su

p
p
o
sed

 to
 

h
av

e b
een

 lo
ck

ed
 u

p
, alo

n
g
 w

ith
 o

th
er as-

sassin
atio

n
 ev

id
en

ce, in
 th

e N
atio

n
al A

r-
ch

iv
es." 

T
h
e d

ay
 h

ad
 tu

rn
ed

 w
in

d
y
 an

d
 clo

u
d
y
, 

and M
r. D

onahue felt the tow
er shudder as 

w
in

d
 h

it it. A
t th

e to
p
 lev

el w
ere o

th
er 

m
em

b
ers o

f th
e test g

ro
u

p
, th

ree state p
o

-
licem

en in uniform
, tw

o w
earing pistol ex-

p
ert m

ed
als, th

e th
ird

 w
ith

 a sh
arp

sh
o
o
ter 

ratin
g
. 

"T
he three of us w

ho com
prised the ci-

v
ilian

 h
alf o

f th
e six

-m
an

 test team
 rep

re-
sen

ted
 a v

aried
 b

ack
g
ro

u
n
d
. S

et F
itch

ett 
Is a

n
 e

x
c
e
lle

n
t a

ll-a
ro

u
n
d
 m

a
rk

sm
a
n
, 

h
ig

h
ly

 sk
illed

 w
ith

 p
isto

l, rifle an
d
 sh

o
t- 

g
u
n
. A

s a v
arr in

t h
u
rter, h

e ; th
o
rcag

h
ly

 
fam

iliar w
ith i ;e scope sight. 

"
H

is b
ro

t e
r B

ill 	
m

 W
e
lls 

F
itch

ett) is an
 ex

cellcn
t sh

o
t ith

 ri lle o
r 

shotgun, not o- ly a go el tar&
 t inarl ,sm

an
 

b
u
t a

lso
 o

n
e
 o

f th
e
 fin

e
st 	

s! o
ts I 

know
. 

"A
s fo

r m
e o

w
n

 teick
g

rrieed
, I h

av
e 

b
e
e
n

 a
 p

re
tty

 d
e
c
e
n

t ;n
a
rk

:, r n
 s'n

c
e
 I 

h
av

e b
een

 b
' : en

o
u
g
h
 to

 lift i ; M
e, L

o
n
g
 

ag
o

 I to
o

k
 It a JR

A
 targ

et sh
e n

g
 co

u
rse 

in T
ow

son I. 
-iio

ry
 a

rj b
e
a
u

 a
n

 e
x

p
e
rt 

sm
all b

o
re rialem

an
. 	

p
ri; ia

l p
o
rts

 
targ

ets fo
r sn

iiie y
ears h

av
e' • ti r' -y

 p
i-

geons. M
y N

R
,e. rating w

ith tle • cat; 'rgun 
is expert. 

"H
o
w

ev
er, to

w
ard

 th
e eial o

f iV
arld

 
W

ar II
I b

o
u
t t a .2

5
7
 H

o
b
ert: ,  'tu

n
 ;u

n
, a 

targ
et rifle 

r
 a
d
e
 b

y
 W

in
c
h
 e

r. It is 
eq

u
ip

p
ed

 w
ill an

 eig
h
t-p

o
w

er • 'o
p
e, an

d
 

fires a h
ig

h
-v

ir 'o
city

 sh
ell slu

r' - in
 m

an
y
 

resp
ects to

 th
 se fired

 in
 th

e t- 'e o
f rifle 

O
sw

ald
 h

ad
. I lo

n
g

-ran
g

e v
 	

in
t h

u
n
t- 

in
g

, I b
ecarn

c p
ro

ficien
t en

o
 	

h
 th

e 
rifle an

d
 th

e :p
ed

al am
m

u
; 	

in
 to

 k
ill 

c
ro

w
s a

n
d
 w

' a
d
c
h
u
c
k
e
, so

u
 n

e
s m

o
re

 
than 300 yard:: aw

ay." 

A
to

p
 th

e tcv
er, M

r. D
o
n
al 	

foil id the 
sm

all area cro
w

d
ed

 w
all seta 	

th
e
 m

e
n
, 

p
lu

s b
a
n
k
s o

f C
B

S
 p

h
o
to

g
ra

 c
 a

id
 re

-
cording equip

-W
e
n
t. H

e
 w

a
s rp

ri a
id

 to
 

n
o
te th

e w
in

d
ieasill, b

u
ilt as e p

y
 o

f th
at 

in
 th

e T
ex

as •h
o
o
l P

eck
 D

e: ito
ry

, w
as 

only 1442 	
trete the 	

Ir. A
 fe

w
 

packing C
aser 

w
ere sc;!tterf ! •ro

u
ld

, as 
th

ey
 h

ad
 b

een
 o

n
 th

e six
th

 flo
 : 1

 th
e T

ex
-

as S
chool B

oo!-  D
epository. 

M
r. D

onah ie had L
aken off the coat of 

his business suit and put on a I ;,het v
-oolen 

h
u

n
tin

g
 sh

irt w
h

ich
 allo

w
ed

 fi 
ed

om
 of 

C
on tin

u
ae 

c  ra
m

:. 9
 



m
a
tte

 a
id

 n
 e

l L
e
e
 H

a
rv

e
y
 O

s
w

a
ld

 is
 

sa
id

 to
 h

a
ve

 :rid
 a

t P
re

sid
e
n
t K

e
n
n
e
d
y in

 
' D

a
lla

s o
il N

o
 •:n

b
e
r 2

2
, 1

9
6
3
. 

L
ike

 th
a
t •••fle

, th
e
 ‘..e

a
p
cu

i u
se

d
 w

a
s 

e
q
u
ip

p
e
d
 vie

 ; a
 fo

u
r-F

 )w
e
r .-.co

p
e
 sig

h
t. 

B
it b

y
 1

;it, S
r. D

o
n
a
h
a
e
 a

n
d
 h

is
 frie

n
d
s
 

w
e
re

 fille
d
 	

u
n
 th

e
 to

 ;t. M
a
il h

a
d
 c

riti- 
cized the W

: 
4:11 R

e
p
o
rt fo

r ita
 o

n
e
-a

ssa
s-

sin
 th

e
ca

 y, • e
a
tin

g
 :t w

a
s im

p
o
ssib

le
 to

 
fire

 th
e
 M

t 	
ich

e
r-C

a
re

a
n
o
 th

re
e
 tim

e
s 

in
 th

e
 6

 5
 s 	

id
s th

e
 a

ssa
ssia

 is th
o
u
g
h
t 

to
 h

a
ve

 h
a
s 	

fire
 a

t th
e
 P

r. 1
,id

e
n
t. T

h
e
 

C
o
lu

rn
ta

.l B
 	

le
a
sti!ig

 S
yste

, 1
, in

 a
 te

le
- 

vise
d
 te

, tln
 
	

a
g
ra

m
 la

te
r to

 b
e
 n

a
rra

te
d
 

p
rin

c
ip

a
lly

 l 	
;F

a
lte

r C
ro

n
kitt . w

a
s tryin

g
 

e
ith

e
r tc p

rt : o
r d

isp
ro

ve
 th

e
 cla

im
. 

L
ik

e
 th

e
 a

 v
a
ld

 rifle
, th

e
 te

s
t w

e
a
p
o
n
 

w
a
s e

q
u
.p

p
r \ ith

 a
 itia

ke
sh

if slin
g
. 

T
h
e
 :lire

 1
, te

n
 w

a
re

 to
ld

 13 fire
 th

re
e
 

se
rie

s o
f th

r a
 ;h

o
ts e

 ich
 a

t a
 ia

rg
e
t a

b
o
u
t 

1
5
0
 fe

e
t a

w
. ,, e

a
ch

 s •rie
s a

s lo
se

 a
s p

o
s- 

sible to • ive 	
•o

n
d
s. e

r. D
o
e
. h

u
e
 n

o
tice

d
 

th
a
t th

e
 c

a
l A

g
e
s
 h

 a
id

e
d
 h

 u
, a

lth
o
u
g
h
 

o
f th

e
 s te

n
 ta

p
e
 O

sa
 a

ld
 lia

r: fire
d
, w

e
re

 
n
o
t n

e
w

 a
re

 ..iiitio
n
, e

a
t re

lo
 d

s. 
H

e
 Ils

e
 n

a
tic

e
d
 th

a
t s

a
in

e
 o

f th
e
 

ra
n
g
e
's

 te
r • • 1

1
 h

e
m

 w
e
re

a
l w

o
rk

in
g
, 

le
a
v
in

g
 th

 	
-g

e
t h

. 	
v
is

i .le
 th

a
n
 h

e
 

w
ould ti iV

E
 	

d
. A

n
d
 th

e
 ta

rt its
e
lf w

a
s
 

a
lre

a
d
y w

u
 	

, a
p
p
e
ra

d
 w

ith
 'Ju

lie
t h

o
le

s, 
w

h
ic

h
 v

 a
u
 L

a
k
e
 it im

p
o
s
s
 :d

e
 to

 d
e
te

r-
m

in
e
 h

i a
t it .c

y
. 

N
o
 r :a

t 
a
 

th
e
 th

re
e
 m

a
i 'a

m
e
n
 w

e
re

 
to

ld
; th

 I 	
o
f th

e
 te

s
t lin

g
 w

a
s
n
't 

b
e
in

g
 n

 id
s a

 p
ro

ve
 a

ccu
ra

c.  , b
u
t m

e
re

ly 
to

 le
t L

e
t fa

m
ilia

riz
e
 th

e
t :e

lv
e
s
 w

ith
 

th
e
 M

a
i a

lit . -C
a
rca

n
o
. 

It re
 lu

i 	
! fa

m
ilia

riz
a
tio

, It is
 a

 s
ix

- 
s
h
o
t rile

 	
a
.. h

 a
p
e
/ e

s
 w

i, i a
 b

o
lt a

c
- 

tim
e
 to

 p
ra

ctice
 w

ith
 th

e
 M

a
n
n
lich

e
r, th

e
 

te
st sco

re
s w

o
u
ld

 h
a
ve

 b
e
e
n
 m

e
a
n
in

g
le

ss. 
T

h
e
 m

a
rksm

a
n
 a

lso
 le

a
rn

e
d
 th

e
y w

e
re

 n
o
t 

to
 b

e
 p

a
id

 fo
r th

e
ir tim

e
 a

n
d
 tro

u
b
le

, re
-

g
a
rd

le
ss o

f w
h
a
t kin

d
 o

f sco
re

s th
e
y sh

o
t, 

a
n
n
th

e
r C

B
S

 m
e
a
su

re
 in

 th
e
 in

te
re

sts o
f 

im
p
a
rtia

lity
. 

A
fte

r firin
g
, th

e
 m

e
n
 le

ft th
e
 b

a
se

m
e
n
t 

ra
n
g
e
 a

n
d
 m

o
ve

d
 to

 a
 h

illy, h
e
a
vily w

o
o
d
-

e
d
 sp

o
t o

n
 th

e
 la

b
o
ra

to
ry g

ro
u
n
d
s. H

e
re

 
th

e
y fo

u
n
d
 a

 p
a
rtia

l re
co

n
stru

ctio
n
 o

f th
e
 

D
e
a
ly

 P
la

z
a
 s

ite
 in

 D
a
lla

s
 w

h
e
re

 P
re

s
i-

d
e
n
t K

e
n
n
e
d
y h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 sh

o
t. W

o
rkm

e
n
 

h
a
d
 co

n
stru

cte
d
 a

 6
0
-fo

o
t w

o
o
d
e
n
 to

w
e
r. 

R
u
n
n
in

g
 p

a
st, in

 a
 ro

u
te

 w
h
ich

 h
a
d
 b

e
e
n
 

su
rve

ye
d
 a

n
d
 sta

ke
d
 o

u
t to

 d
u
p
lica

te
 E

lm
 

stre
e
t in

 D
a
lla

s, w
a
s a

 m
in

ia
tu

re
 ra

ilro
a
d
 

tra
ck. O

n
 it w

a
s a

n
 e

le
ctrica

lly p
o
w

e
re

d
 

ve
h
icle

 w
h
ich

 co
u
ld

 b
e
 m

a
d
e
 to

 tra
ve

l a
t 

a
b
o
u
t 1

1
 m

ile
s a

n
 h

o
u
r, th

e
 sp

e
e
d
 o

f th
e
 

p
re

sid
e
n
tia

l p
ro

ce
ssio

n
 a

s it m
o
ve

d
 a

lo
n
g
 

E
lm

 s
tre

e
t o

n
 th

a
t fa

te
fu

l d
a
y
. M

o
u
n
te

d
 

o
n
 th

e
 ve

h
icle

 w
a
s a

 sta
n
d
a
rd

 F
B

I ra
p
id

-
fire

 ti a
in

in
g
 ta

rg
e
t, th

e
 life

size
 silh

o
u
e
tte

 
of a m

an's head and shoulders. 
"I co

u
ld

 se
e
 a

 lo
t o

f p
la

n
n
in

g
 h

a
d
 g

o
n
e
 

in
to

 th
e
 C

B
S

 te
st," M

r. D
o
n
a
h
u
e
 re

ca
lls. 

"F
B

I a
n
d
 m

ilita
ry

 m
a
rk

s
m

e
n
 h

a
d
 te

s
t-

fire
d
 O

sw
a
ld

's rifle
 fo

r th
e
 W

a
rre

n
 C

o
m

-
m

issio
n
's fa

ct fin
d
in

g
 o

n
 th

e
 rifle

's ca
p
a
-

b
ilitie

s. T
h
e
 q

u
e
stio

n
s a

t h
a
n
d
 h

a
d
 d

e
a
lt 

w
ith

 h
o
w

 th
e
 rifle

 w
o
u
ld

 p
e
rfo

rm
 a

g
a
in

st 
a
 m

o
vin

g
 ta

rg
e
t. B

u
t th

e
 F

B
I h

a
d
 d

o
n
e
 its 

te
s
t-firin

g
 a

t sta
tio

n
a
ry 

ta
rg

e
ts

. It d
id

 
n
o
t e

xp
la

in
 w

h
y."  

le
a
st six- o

r se
ve

n
-d

ig
it se

ria
l n

u
m

b
e
rs, 

th
is o

n
e
 ca

u
g
h
t m

y a
tte

n
tio

n
. I re

m
e
m

b
e
r 

it as C
 2766. 

"In
 a

ll h
o
n
e
sty, I m

u
st a

d
m

it m
y im

a
g
-

in
a
tio

n
 co

u
ld

 p
la

y tricks o
n
 m

e
 a

s re
a
d
ily 

a
s
 w

ith
 th

e
 n

e
x
t m

a
n
, a

n
d
 it is

 p
o
s
s
ib

le
 

th
a
t m

y su
b
co

n
scio

u
s m

in
d
 is still w

o
rkin

g
 

o
ve

rtim
e
 o

n
 th

is in
cid

e
n
t, B

u
t in

 m
y h

e
a
rt 

I still fe
e
l 1

0
0
 p

e
r ce

n
t su

re
 I re

m
e
m

b
e
r 

th
a
t n

u
m

b
e
r co

rre
ctly. T

h
e
 se

ria
l n

u
m

b
e
r 

o
n
 th

e
 rifle

 O
s
w

a
ld

 u
s
e
d
, I la

te
r a

s
c
e
r-

ta
in

e
d
 b

y
 c

h
e
c
k
in

g
 th

e
 W

a
rre

n
 R

e
p
o
rt, 

w
a
s C

 2
7
6
6
. T

h
a
t w

e
a
p
o
n
 is su

p
p
o
se

d
 to

 
h
a
ve

 b
e
e
n
 lo

cke
d
 u

p
, a

lo
n
g
 w

ith
 o

th
e
r a

s-
sa

ssin
a
ta

'o
n
 e

vid
e
n
ce

, in
 th

e
 N

a
tio

n
a
l A

r-
ch

ive
s." 

T
he day 1`,1ad turned w

indy and cloudy, 
and M

r. D
onahO

te felt the tow
er shudder as 

w
in

d
 h

it it. A
t C

ie
 to

p
 le

v
e
l w

e
re

 o
th

e
r 

m
e
m

b
e
rs o

f th
e
 te

st!' g
ro

u
p
, th

re
e
 sta

te
 p

o
-

lice
m

e
n
 in

 u
n
ifo

rm
, tie

') w
e
a
rin

g
 p

isto
l e

x-
p
e
rt m

e
d
a
ls, th

e
 th

ird
 w

i'th
 a

 sh
a
rp

sh
o
o
te

r 
ra

tin
g
. 

"T
h
e
 th

re
e
 o

f u
s w

h
o
 co

m
p
rise

d
 th

e
 ci-

vilia
n
 h

a
lf o

f th
e
 six-m

a
n
 te

st tia
a
m

 re
p
re

-
se

n
te

d
 a

 va
rie

d
 b

a
ckg

ro
u
n
d
. S

e
t F

itch
e
tt 

is
 a

n
 e

x
c
e
lle

n
t a

ll-a
ro

u
n
d
 m

a
rk

s
m

a
n
, 

h
ig

h
ly

 s
k
ille

d
 w

ith
 p

is
to

l, rifle
 a

n
d
 s

h
o
t- 

geons. M
y N

B
A

 ra
tin

g
 w

ith
 th

e
 se

a
 tte

rg
u
n
 

is e
xp

e
rt. 

"H
o
w

e
v
e
r, to

w
a
rd

 th
e
 e

n
d
 o

f 
W

orld 
W

a
r III b

o
u
g
h
t a

 .2
5
7
 R

o
b
e
rts B

u
llg

u
n
, a

 
ta

rg
e
t rifle

 m
a
d
e
 b

y
 W

in
c
h
e
s
te

r. It is
 

e
q
u
ip

p
e
d
 w

ith
 a

n
 e

ig
h
t-p

o
w

e
r sco

a
e
, a

n
d
 

fire
s a

 h
ig

h
-ve

lo
city sh

e
ll sim

ila
r i i m

a
n
y 

re
sp

e
cts to

 th
o
se

 fire
d
 in

 th
e
 typ

e
 o

f rifle
 

O
sw

a
ld

 h
a
d
. In

 lo
n
g
-ra

n
g
e
 va

rm
in

t h
u
n
t-

in
g
, I b

e
ca

m
e
 p

ro
ficie

n
t e

n
o
u
g
h
 w

ith
 th

e
 

rifle
 a

n
d
 th

e
 s

p
e
c
ia

l a
m

m
u
n
itio

n
 to

 k
ill 

cro
w

s a
n
d
 w

o
o
d
ch

u
cks, so

m
e
tim

e
s m

o
re

 
than 300 yards aw

ay." 

A
to

p
 th

e
 to

w
e
r, M

r. D
o
n
a
h
u
e
 fo

u
n
d
 th

e
 

sm
a
ll a

re
a
 cro

w
d
e
d
 w

ith
 se

ve
n
 o

th
e
r m

e
n
, 

p
lu

s b
a
n
ks o

f C
B

S
 p

h
o
to

g
ra

p
h
ic a

n
d
 re

-
co

rd
in

g
 e

q
u
ip

m
e
n
t. H

e
 w

a
s su

rp
rise

d
 to

 
n
o
te

 th
e
 w

in
d
o
w

sill, b
u
ilt a

s a
 co

p
s o

f th
a
t 

in
 th

e
 T

e
xa

s S
ch

o
o
l B

o
o
k D

e
p
o
sito

ry, w
a
s 

o
n
ly

 1
4
1
/2

 in
c
h
e
s
 fro

m
 th

e
 flo

o
r. A

 fe
w

 
p
a
ckin

g
 ca

se
s w

e
re

 sca
tte

re
d
 a

ro
u
n
d
, a

s 
th

e
y h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 o

n
 th

e
 sixth

 flo
o
r o

f th
e
 T

e
x-

as S
chool B

ook D
epository. 

M
r. D

o
n
a
h
u
e
 h

a
d
 ta

ke
n
 o

ff th
e
 co

a
t o

f 
h
is

 b
u
sin

e
ss su

it a
n
d
 p

u
t o

n
 a

 lig
h
t w

o
o
le

n
 

b
u
n
tin

g
 s

h
irt w

h
ic

h
 a

llo
w

e
d
 fre

e
d
o
m

 o
f 

C
ontinued on P

age 9 7 



 

!
•
 	

='" 

- 	
• 

t 

_
m

en
n

eu
y

 a
ssa

S
S

Illa
 I.1011 C

o
n
tin

u
ed

 fro
rn

 P
a
g
e 7

 

m
o

v
em

en
t. A

lo
n

g
 w

ith
 th

e o
th

er m
ark

s-
m

en, he w
as told he could fire in any posi-

tion he chose, and could rig up any kind of 
a rifle rest h

e lik
ed

 w
ith

 th
e scattered

 car-
tons. 

"T
h
e p

o
lice o

fficers fired
 first, fro

m
 

v
ario

u
s p

o
sitio

n
s. S

o
m

e m
o
v
ed

 th
e b

o
x
es 

aro
u
n
d
 to

 u
se as rifle rests. E

v
ery

b
o
d
y
 

h
ad

 a lo
t o

f tro
u
b
le stab

ilizin
g
 th

e rifle. 
T

h
e b

o
lt actio

n
 w

as so
 clu

m
sy

 th
at after a 

m
an squeezed off a shot, ejected the em

p-
ty

 cartrid
g
e, an

d
 ram

m
ed

 in
 a n

ew
 o

n
e 

w
ith

 th
at stiff b

o
lt m

ech
an

ism
, h

is rifle 
rem

ain
ed

 n
o

w
h

ere n
ear o

n
-targ

et, an
d

 h
e 

b
ad

 to
 fin

d
 th

e targ
et in

 h
is sco

p
e sig

h
t 

and aim
 all over again." 

F
irin

g
 w

as fu
rth

er co
m

p
licated

 b
e-

cau
se tim

e w
as su

ch
 an

 im
p
o
rtan

t facto
r. 

A
s th

e sil o
u
ette targ

et m
o
v
ed

 at 1
1
 m

iles 
an hour it passed tw

o stakes. T
he first rep-

resented the first instant and spot in w
hich 

O
sw

ald w
ould have had a possible shot at 

th
e P

resid
en

t. T
h
e seco

n
d
 m

ark
ed

 th
e p

o
-

sitio
n

 o
f th

e p
resid

en
tial car w

h
en

 th
e Z

a-
p

ru
d

e
r film

s a
n

d
 o

th
e
r e

v
id

e
n

c
e
 h

a
d

 
show

n that the last shot w
as fired. 

T
est m

ark
sm

en
 w

ere n
o
t allo

w
ed

 to
 

fire until ,.he vehicle passed the first stake, 
an

d
 sh

o
ts sq

u
eezed

 o
ff after it p

assed
 th

e 
seco

n
d
 slak

e w
ere n

o
t reco

rd
ed

 in
 th

e 
elab

o
rate set u

p
 o

f cam
eras, tim

in
g
 d

e-
vices and other m

easuring instrum
ents, 

A
s 

th
e test p

ro
ceed

ed
 rain

 b
eg

an
 to

 
fall, th

e w
in

d
 ro

se an
d
 th

e to
w

er sw
ay

ed
 

w
ith each gust. 
"W

h
er it cam

e m
y

 tu
rn

 to
 fire, I decid-

ed on the position O
sw

ald m
ight have cho-

sen
," M

r D
o
n
ah

u
e recalls, "b

ecau
se w

e 
w

ere abo it the sam
e size. O

sw
ald w

as 5-9 
an

d
 w

eig
h

ed
 1

6
9

 p
o

u
n

d
s. I am

 an
 in

ch
 

sh
o

rte
r e

n
d

, a
t th

e
 tim

e
 o

f th
e
 te

st, 5
 

pounds heavier." 
M

r. D
o
n
ah

u
e d

id
n
't co

n
sid

er firin
g
 

from
 a standing position. O

sw
ald couldn't 

h
av

e, fo
r o

n
ly

 th
e lo

w
er p

art o
f th

e w
in

-
d

o
w

 fro
m

 w
h

ich
 b

e is said
 to

 h
av

e fired
 

had been open. M
r. D

onahue felt it w
ould 

have been nearly Im
possible, anyhow

, for  

an
y

 m
an

 in
 th

at p
o

sitio
n

 to
 o

p
erate a b

o
lt 

p
ro

p
erly

 fo
r accu

rate an
d
 rap

id
 firin

g
. 

T
he 141/2-inch height of the w

indow
sill 

ru
led

 o
u

t firin
g

 fro
m

 th
e p

ro
n

e o
r sittin

g
 

p
o
sitio

n
—

O
sw

ald
 w

asn
't tall en

o
u
g
h
—

so
 

M
r. D

o
n
ah

u
e ch

o
se h

is o
w

n
 v

ariatio
n
 o

f 
the kneeling position. 

A
ctu

ally
, it w

as m
o

re o
f a sq

u
at, w

ith
 

h
is left leg

 b
en

t u
n
d
er h

im
, h

is rig
h
t k

n
ee 

b
en

t, h
is b

u
tto

ck
 restin

g
 o

n
 th

e h
eel o

f h
is 

rig
h
t fo

o
t. It is a p

o
sitio

n
 h

e h
ad

 earlier 
fo

u
n
d
 co

m
fo

rtab
le an

d
 effectiv

e in
 field

 
shooting. 

H
e tw

ined the rifle sling around his left 
a
rm

 in
 a

n
 a

rra
n

g
e
m

e
n

t k
n

o
w

n
 a

s th
e
 

hasty sling. 
D

u
e to

 a stu
ck

 b
o

lt, M
r. D

o
n

ah
u

e g
o

t 
o

ff o
n

ly
 o

n
e sh

o
t in

 h
is first series. ("It's 

h
ard

 fo
r m

e to
 b

eliev
e O

sw
ald

 w
as a p

ro
-

fessio
n
al h

it m
an

, as m
an

y
 p

eo
p
le say

 h
e 

w
as. I can

't im
ag

in
e a real p

ro
 try

in
g

 to
 

d
o
 a jo

b
 w

ith
 a w

eap
o
n
 as ch

eap
, sh

o
d
d
y
 

an
d

 u
n

reliab
le as th

at M
an

n
lich

er.") M
r. 

D
onahue says he w

as still w
orking the bolt 

im
perfectly in his second series and he got 

o
ff o

n
ly

 tw
o
 sh

o
ts. B

o
th

, h
o
w

ev
er, w

ere 
h
its, T

h
ey

 w
ere reco

rd
ed

 b
y
 a m

o
tio

n
 p

ic-
tu

re cam
era m

o
u
n
ted

 o
n
 th

e carriag
e o

f 
the m

oving target. 
"In

 m
y
 th

ird
 series o

f th
ree, I fired

 th
e 

sp
lit-seco

n
d
 th

e targ
et p

assed
 th

e first 
stak

e. W
ith

 m
y

 rig
h

t h
an

d
 I h

it th
e b

o
lt 

handle to eject. It w
as stuck again. R

ealiz-
ing how

 little tim
e I had, I hit the bolt w

ith 
all the force possible, ejecting the em

pty. I 
felt m

o
re th

an
 h

alf m
y
 tim

e b
ad

 p
assed

 
w

h
en

 I slam
m

ed
 th

e b
o

lt fo
rw

ard
 to

 in
sert 

th
e seco

n
d

 ro
u

n
d

, p
ick

ed
 u

p
 th

e targ
et in

 
the cross hairs, and fired. 

"E
v

en
 w

h
ile th

e rifle w
as in

 its slig
h

t 
reco

il, I b
ro

u
g

h
t u

p
 m

y
 rig

h
t h

an
d

, h
it th

e 
b
o
lt to

 eject, slam
m

ed
 it fo

rw
ard

 to
 lo

ad
, 

p
ick

ed
 u

p
 th

e targ
et, an

d
 sq

u
eezed

 o
ff m

y
 

final shot. 
"B

y
 th

e tim
e I ejected

 th
e last sh

ell, 
to

o
k
 o

ff th
e slin

g
 an

d
 sto

o
d
 u

p
, th

e targ
et 

h
ad

 b
een

 retu
rn

ed
 an

d
 w

as b
ein

g
 ex

am
-

ined. M
y three shots w

ere hits, w
ithin a 3-  

in
c
h

 c
irc

le
 in

 th
e
 c

e
n

tra
l h

e
a
d

 a
re

a
. I 

heard a technician at the base of the tow
er 

call o
u
t: 'W

e'v
e g

o
t a g

o
o
d
 o

n
e! F

o
u
r-

p
o
in

t-e
ig

h
t se

c
o
n
d
s fro

m
 first to

 la
st 

sh
o

t!' " 
A

 
seco

n
d
 tim

in
g
 d

ev
ice clo

ck
ed

 th
e 

th
ree sh

o
ts at 5

.2
 seco

n
d
s. B

u
t at ev

en
 th

e 
slow

er reading, M
r. D

onahue had support-
ed the W

arren R
eport's indication that cne 

assassin could have fired three shots from
 

a M
annlicher-C

arcano w
ithin 6.5 seconds. 

H
e w

as n
o
t in

fo
rm

ed
 u

n
til sev

eral d
ay

s 
la

te
r th

a
t, o

u
t o

f sc
o
re

s o
f te

st firin
g
s 

w
hich had been m

ade in the three previous 
y
ears b

y
 C

B
S

, h
is p

erfo
rm

an
ce w

ith
 th

e 
M

an
n

lich
er-C

arcan
o

 w
as th

e o
n

ly
 o

n
e 

w
h

ich
 eq

u
aled

 o
r ex

celled
 th

at attrib
u

ted
 

to L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald. 
C

B
S

 telev
ised

 its test fin
d

in
g

s th
e fo

l-
lo

w
in

g
 m

o
n
th

 d
u
rin

g
 a w

id
ely

 h
erald

ed
 

n
e
w

s in
q

u
iry

, "T
h

e
 W

a
rre

n
 R

e
p

o
rt," 

w
h
ich

 b
eg

an
 w

ith
 an

 h
o
u
r o

f co
m

m
en

tary
 

fro
m

 1
0
 to

 1
1
 P

.M
. o

n
 S

u
n
d
ay

, Ju
n
e 2

5
, 

an
d
 co

n
tin

u
ed

 w
ith

 ad
d
itio

n
al h

o
u
r-lo

n
g
 

se
g
m

e
n
ts o

n
 M

o
n
d
a
y
, T

u
e
sd

a
y
 a

n
d
 

W
ednesday. 

W
a
lte

r C
r( -k

ite
, th

e
 p

rie
d
 l c

o
m

-
m

e
n
ta

to
r, sta

r d
 a

s th
e
 °p

ill°. o
f C

B
S

 
N

ew
s th

at "th
y
 ro

le o
f th

e F
T

 I 7  V
 	

a
s 

th
e S

ecret S
s's' ice, b

elt] in
 th

e se sin
a-

lio
n
 an

d
 its at' :irm

ath
, h

as h
ese ..iese. than 

g
lo

rio
u
s," a

n
d
 sa

id
 p

e
rfo

rm
e
r s c

 f th
e
 

tw
o agencies I .c1 w

eaV
ned the 	

b
ility

 
o
f th

e W
arren

 d
ep

o
rt. 

C
B

S
 h

ad
 cf. ;ch

id
es, M

r. C
ei -  (ite

 sa
id

, 
th

at L
ee H

ar,:ey
 O

sei 	
s
ire

 're
 id

e
a
l 

K
ennedy, but 

II th
e fel!o

erin
r, >

 rtei se h
e 

p
o

in
ted

 o
u

t: "... w
e d

 -4
's the 

in
 b

r w
e
e
n
 

O
sw

ald
 as a k

 'ler, an
d

 O
sw

ald
 	

kill- 
er." T

h
e co

m
ae stato

r also
 n

o
 	

fir t "a
l- 

th
eu

g
b
 th

e W
 rren

 ecm
in

ie 	
h

; I fu
ll 

p
o
w

er to
 co

n
( tct its o

w
n
 ira 	

it in
- 

v
estig

atio
n

, it serm
it`ed

 th
e 	

it 1 C
IA

 
to

 in
v
estig

ate Item
s( Iv

es 
	

a
st a

 
p
erm

an
en

t sh
 

low
 on the ans 

It w
as h

is s: n
se o

f h
av

in
g
 st ' 	

.test a 
service that st :etted 1',11-. D

er-i1' .'s 
7
:te

r-
e
st in

 th
e
 a

s sssin
a
tio

n
. H

e
 1

3
 It 

and 
read a condensation of the W

arr n 14 T
ort, 

C
o
n
tin

u
ed

 o
 • P

C
. ge 11 

Fi 

.
4
 

Ir
ri• -•11•••••••••.W

. ,-  

F
r
 



A 
3 

7
7

` 

ti 

I
 

I 

- 

r. 

P
.M

. on
 S

u
n

d
ay, Ju

n
e 25, 

w
ith

 ad
d

ition
al h

ou
r-lon

g 
M

o
n

d
a
y
, T

u
esd

a
y
 a

n
d

 

%
IW

O
 1

1
1
 • 	

••• S
. • S

O
W

r
r
.
w

 
0

.4
•Ia

 	
w

a
a
i 

sition
 of th

e p
r.:sid

en
tial car vA

ien
 th

e Z
a-

p
ru

d
er tilt a

n
d

 o
th

er ev
id

en
ce h

a
d

 
sh

ow
n

 ti at t. ast sh
ot w

as fi_ 
T

est in
a

,  . ten
 w

ere n
o
t a

llo
w

ed
 to

 
fire unti. the 	

iicle p
a sed

 th
e first stak

e, 
and !A

t): 	
zed

 off after it p
assed

 th
e 

second 	
/ere ta

it reco
. IA

 in
 th

e 
ela

b
o
ra

tes ..p
 o

f ezm
era

s, tim
in

g
 d

e-
vices an

 I otl 
m

ew
. u r.ng inst. um

ents. 
A

s ti t. : p
r
o
c
e
..a

le
d

 r
a
 b

e
g
a
n

 to
 

fa
ll, th

e w
in

 o
se a

n
d
 the to ..-er sw

ayed
 

w
ith ea,. 1 gr. 

"
W

h
t .1 it . n

e m
y tarn

 to . re, I d
ecid

- 
ed on V

I 
pc, 	

in 031.1..1d m
ig t have cho- 

sen
,"

 1.1 . L
 	

h
u

e reca
lls, "

,,ecau
se w

e 
w

ere ab
 at 	

sam
e size. O

ss. 31d w
as S-9 

a
n

d
 w

ei ,h
e .6

9
 p

o
u

r.d
s. I :a

n
 a

n
 In

ch
 

sh
o
rter a

n
d

 ..t th
e tim

e o
f th

e test, 5
 

pounds t C
31' 

M
r. D

oi 	
:e d

id
n

't co
n

 tiler firin
g

 
from

 a . tar / p
osit on

. O
sv..ild

 cou
ld

n
't 

h
a

v
e, fl. o

r , th
e lo

w
er p

a
rt o

f th
e w

in
- 

d
ow

 ire .1 s 	
b

 h
e is sa

id
 tt h

a
v
e fired

 
h

ad
 b

e., of. 	
M

r. D
onahue ±

 A
t it w

ould 
h

ave b
et n

 n
. • ly im

p
ossib

le, an
yh

ow
, for 

A
M

U
 

%
L

IU
 C

1
.1

4
1
J
IC

 4
.3

 U
1
.6

1
1
. L

T
1
.4

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
:1

1
C

1
. 

D
onahue says he w

as still w
orking the bolt 

im
p

erfectly in
 h

is secon
d

 series an
d

 h
e got 

off on
ly tw

o sh
ots. B

oth
, h

ow
ever, w

ere 
h

its. T
hey w

ere record
ed

 b
y a m

otion
 p

ic-
tu

re cam
era m

ou
n

ted
 on

 th
e carriage of 

the m
oving target. 

"In
 ray th

ird
 series of th

ree, I fired
 th

e 
sp

lit-seco
n

d
 th

e ta
rg

et p
a
ssed

 th
e first 

stak
e. W

ith
 m

y righ
t h

an
d

 I h
it th

e b
olt 

h
an

d
le to eject. It w

as stu
ck

 again
. R

ealiz-
in

g h
ow

 little tim
e I had, I hit the bolt w

ith 
all th

e farce p
ossib

le, ejectin
g th

e em
p

ty. I 
felt iii-are th

an
 h

alf m
y tim

e h
ad

 p
assed

 
w

hen I slam
m

ed the bolt forw
ard to insert 

th
e secon

d
 rou

n
d

, p
ick

ed
 u

p
 th

e target in
 

the cross hairs, and fired. 
"

E
ven

 w
h

ile th
e rifle w

as in
 its sligh

t 
recoil, I brought up m

y right hand, hit the 
b

olt to eject, slam
m

ed
 it forw

ard
 to load

, 
p

ick
ed

 u
p

 th
e target, an

d
 sq

u
eezed

 off m
y 

final shot. 
"

B
y th

e tim
e I ejected

 th
e last sh

ell, 
took

 off th
e slin

g an
d

 stood
 u

p
, th

e target 
h

ad
 b

een
 retu

rn
ed

 an
d

 w
as b

ein
g exam

-
in

ed
. M

y th
ree sh

ots w
ere h

its, w
ith

in
 a 3-  

fro
m

 1
0
 to

 1
1
 

an
d

 con
tin

u
ed

 
seg

m
en

ts o
n

 
W

ednesday. 

est in the assassination. H
e bought and 

read a condensation of the W
arren R

eport, 

C
on

tin
u

ed
 o

n
 P

a
g
e 1

1
 

. 
d

. 
T

h
e for( 

Alt 
4
1
0
 pu

sh
 a cat fridge in

to a M
an

n
lich

er-C
arcan

o, th
e type gu

n
 

O
sw

ald i • sat 	
h

ave u
sed, som

etim
es den

ts th
e cartridge as it did th

is on
e (attach

ed 
!
, a disc 

top;  b
o
lt)

 a
t poin

t ; idicated by U
pw

ard D
on

ah
u

e's th
u

m
b. T

h
is cartridge 

r.,- v
Ir r, • 

fl I. 	
'm

it. 130 as the '7
s
w

n
lrl ea

rtrid
, res. 

M
r. D

on
ah

u
e, h

oldin
g a M

an
n

lich
er-C

arcan
o, dem

on
strates th

e position
 h

e u
sed 

du
rin

g a test-firin
g con

du
cted in

 M
arylan

d in
 an

 effort to prove or disprove th
e 

W
arren

 R
eport con

ten
tion

 th
at th

ree sh
ots cou

ld be fired from
 a w

eapon
 of 

rfe in
 15.5 



K
en

n
ed

y
 A

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
 

C
o
n
tsn

tie
d
 f

ro
m

 P
a
w

 1
1
 

• 

4
 

a
n
d
 la

te
r b

e
g
a
n
 re

a
d
in

g
 d

iffe
re

n
t b

o
o
ks 

critica
l o

f th
e
 re

p
o
rt. 

H
e
 re

a
d
 "W

h
ite

w
a
sh

," w
ritte

n
 b

y a
 fo

r-
m

e
r O

S
S

 in
te

llig
e

n
ce

 a
n

a
lyst tu

rn
e

d
 ch

ick-
e
n
 fa

rm
e
r; "R

u
sh

 to
 Ju

d
g
m

e
n
t," b

y M
a
rk 

L
a

n
e

, a
n

 a
tto

rn
e

y a
n

d
 fo

rm
e

r N
e

w
 Y

o
rk 

A
sta

te
 a

sse
m

b
lym

a
n
; "S

ix S
e
co

n
d
s in

 D
a
l-

la
s," b

y Jo
sia

h
 T

h
o
m

p
so

n
, a

 p
ro

fe
sso

r o
f 

p
h

ilo
so

p
h

y; b
o

o
ks b

y n
e

w
sp

a
p

e
rm

e
n

, la
w

 
e
n
fo

rce
m

e
n
t a

g
e
n
ts a

n
d
 o

th
e
rs. 

H
e
 fo

u
n
d
 n

o
th

in
g
 to

 ch
a
n
g
e
 h

is o
p
in

io
n
 

o
f th

e
 W

a
rre

n
 R

e
p
o
rt, b

u
t h

e
 d

id
 co

n
clu

d
e
 

th
a

t m
o

st o
f th

e
 a

u
th

o
rs criticizin

g
 it h

a
d

 
little

 kn
o
w

le
d
g
e
 o

f b
a
llistics a

n
d
 ca

p
a
b
ili-

ties of w
eapons. 

T
o
o
 m

a
n
y, M

r. D
o
n
a
h
u
e
 fe

lt, h
a
d
 a

c-
cepted careless, broad and generalized de-
s
c
rip

tiv
e
 te

rm
s
, a

n
d
 b

a
s
e
d
 th

e
ir a

rg
u
-

m
e

n
ts o

n
 th

e
m

. H
e
 re

se
n
te

d
 se

e
in

g
 th

e
 

te
rm

 "p
in

-p
o
in

t a
c
c
u
ra

c
y
" m

e
n
tio

n
e
d
 in

 
co

n
n
e
ctio

n
 w

ith
 L

e
e
 H

a
rve

y O
sw

a
ld

. "O
u
t 

o
f th

e
 tw

o
 o

r th
re

e
 o

r h
o
w

e
ve

r m
a
n
y sh

o
ts 

h
e

 is su
p

p
o

se
d

 to
 h

a
ve

 g
o

tte
n

 o
ff th

e
 W

a
r-

re
n
 R

e
p
o
rt in

d
ica

te
s th

e
re

 w
e

re
 th

re
e

) o
n

e
 

m
isse

d
 th

e
 p

re
sid

e
n
tia

l lim
o
u
sin

e
. 

"A
n
o
th

e
r fa

lla
cy, w

id
e
ly a

cce
p
te

d
 o

n
ce

 
it w

a
s re

p
o

rte
d

, w
a

s th
a

t th
e

 M
a

n
n

lich
e

r-
C

a
rca

n
o

 re
q

u
ire

s a
 m

in
im

u
m

 o
f 2

.3
 se

c-
o
n
d

s fo
r b

o
lt a

ctio
n
 b

e
tw

e
e
n
 sh

o
ts. In

 m
y 

b
e
st se

rie
s o

f th
re

e
 in

 th
e
 C

B
S

 te
st, I g

o
t 

o
ff m

y la
st tw

o
 sh

o
ts in

 le
ss th

a
n

 tw
o

 se
c-

onds. 

"P
ro

p
e

r te
ch

n
iq

u
e

 is th
e

 a
n

sw
e

r. R
o

b
-

e
rt F

ra
z
ie

r, o
f th

e
 F

B
I, h

a
d
 c

la
im

e
d
 th

e
 

2
.3

-se
co

n
d

 lim
ita

tio
n

s o
f th

e
 M

a
n

n
lich

e
r-

C
a
rca

n
o
 a

fte
r firin

g
 th

e
 w

e
a
p
o
n
 O

sw
a
ld

 
had used. 

"L
a
te

r, in
 a

 m
a
g
a
zin

e
 a

rticle
, I sa

w
 a

 
p
ic

tu
re

 o
f M

r. F
ra

z
ie

r p
res u

m
a

b
ly p

o
sin

g
  

to
 sh

o
w

 h
o
w

 h
e
 h

a
d
 fire

d
 th

e
 rifle

, a
n
d
 h

e
 

w
a
s b

e
in

g
 ve

ry w
ro

n
g
 a

b
o
u
t it. H

e
 h

a
d
 a

 
b

o
x
 fo

r a
 rifle

 re
s
t a

n
d

 w
a

s
 n

o
t u

s
in

g
 a

 
slin

g
. T

h
e

se
 tw

o
 fa

cto
rs a

lo
n

e
 w

o
u

ld
 ru

le
 

h
im

 o
u

t a
s a

 co
m

p
e

te
n

t ra
p

id
-fire

 a
n

d
 a

c-
cu

ra
te

 m
a
rksm

a
n
. 

"B
u
t th

e
 m

o
s
t g

la
rin

g
 e

n-o
r w

a
s
 th

e
 

w
a
y M

r. F
ra

zie
r w

a
s sh

o
w

n
 m

a
n
ip

u
la

tin
g
 

th
e
 b

o
lt. A

s I m
e
n
tio

n
e
d
, th

e
 M

a
re

lle
tie

r-
C

a
rc

a
n

o
 b

o
lt is

 a
 s

tiff, a
w

k
w

a
rd

 a
ffa

ir. 
M

o
vin

g
 it b

a
ck a

n
d

 fo
rth

 to
 e

je
ct a

n
 e

m
p

-
ty

 s
h
e
ll a

n
d
 re

lo
a
d
 re

q
u
ire

s
 e

ffo
rt, s

o
 

m
u
ch

 so
 th

a
t w

ith
 th

e
 p

a
lm

 o
f h

is h
a
n
d
 th

e
 

m
a

rk
s
m

a
n

 m
u

s
t h

it th
e

 b
o

lt fo
rc

ib
ly

, in
 

b
o
th

 th
e
 fo

rw
a
rd

 a
n
d
 b

a
ckw

a
rd

 stro
ke

s. 
T

h
e
re

 isn
't e

n
o
u
g
h
 tim

e
 b

e
tw

e
e
n
 sh

o
ts fo

r 
th

e
 m

o
st co

m
p
e
te

n
t m

a
rksm

a
n
 to

 clo
se

 
his hand, so he leaves it open. 

"I e
xa

m
in

e
d
 th

e
 p

ictu
re

 w
ith

 d
isb

e
lie

f. 
F

ra
z
ie

r w
a
s
 g

ra
s
p
in

g
 th

e
 b

o
lt w

ith
 h

is
 

th
u
m

b
 a

n
d
 fin

g
e
rs, a

s yo
u
 w

o
u
ld

 h
o
ld

 th
e
 

h
a

n
d

le
 o

f a
 te

a
cu

p
.” 

L
a

te
r M

r. D
o
n
a
h
u
e
 re

a
d
 in

 T
h
o
m

a
s G

. 
B

u
ch

a
n

a
n

's b
o

o
k "W

h
o

 K
ille

d
 K

e
n

n
e

d
y?

": 
"It is

 d
o
u
b
tfu

l if a
 s

in
g
le

 m
a
n
 ilic

is
ts

 
w

h
o

 co
u

ld
 h

a
ve

 fire
d

 th
is w

e
a

p
o

n
 w

ith
 th

e
 

skill re
q
u
ire

d
 in

 th
e
 tim

e
 re

q
u

ire
d

). B
u

t if 
th

e
 fe

a
t is p

o
ssib

le
, it is, in

 th
e

 o
p

in
io

n
 o

f 
th

e
 e

x
p

e
rts

, a
 s

u
p

e
rla

tiv
e

 p
e

rfo
rm

a
n

c
e

 
w

h
ic

h
 re

q
u
ire

s
 o

n
e
 o

f th
e
 w

o
rld

's
 b

e
s
t 

m
a
rksm

e
n
 ..." 

A
lth

o
u
g
h
 h

e
 w

o
u
ld

 h
a
ve

 e
n
jo

ye
d
 b

e
in

g
 

la
b
e
le

d
 "o

n
e
 o

f th
e
 w

o
rld

's
 b

e
s
t m

a
rk

s
-

m
e

n
," M

r. D
o

n
a

h
u

e
 w

ro
te

 o
ff th

a
t in

co
r-

re
ct p

h
a
se

 o
f M

r. B
u
ch

a
n
a
n
's e

xp
la

n
a
tio

n
, 

a
n
d
 o

th
e
rs like

 it, a
s h

o
g
w

a
sh

. T
h
e
 irrita

-
tio

n
 w

h
e
tte

d
 h

is cu
rio

sity fu
rth

e
r, a

n
d
 h

e
 

b
e
g
a
n
 a

ccu
m

u
la

tin
g
 m

o
re

 a
ssa

ssin
a
tio

n
 

re
co

rd
s. 

A
n

o
th

e
r rita

tic
 n

 w
a

s
 	

v
iii' ly

 c
ir- 

c
u
la

te
d
 d

e
' i ip

tio
n
 o

f th
e
 ' m

m
 M

a
n
n
- 

lich
e

r-C
a

rca
 o

 ca
rtr A

g
e

, 	
it b

o
th

 
P

re
sid

e
n

t K
 n

n
e

d
y a

n
d

 G
o

- 	
o
r 

-2onnaI- 
ly

, a
s
 a

 lo
w

 o
-m

e
tliiim

-p
o
t 	

d
 i iilita

ry
 

c
a
rtrid

c
e
 w

 ic
h
 c

o
u
'd

 n
o
t j : .s

ib
 y

 h
a
v
e
 

p
e
n
e
tra

te
d
 t :o

 m
e
n
. 

"T
h
e
 fa

ct is," M
r. D

o
n
a
l 	

sa:.; ;, "that 
th

e
 c

a
rtrid

r is
 e

x
it e

m
e
ly

 	
fu

l. Its
 

ca
lib

e
r is .2

 
1. Its

 lin
g
, h

e
 	

. I 0
-g

ra
in

 
b

u
lle

t le
a

ve
: th

e
 rifle

 m
u

zz! ' 	
2
, 3

4
 fe

e
l 

p
e
r se

co
n
d
. I w

a
s d

c ig
n
e
d
 '7  d

e
 p

 p
e
n
e
-

tra
tio

n
. In

 if; •t, K
o
ro

:n
o
jo

 B
 •!" a

n
 A

frica
n
 

b
ig

 g
a
m

e
 le

i le
r, h

a
s u

se
d
 a

 f m
e
 M

a
n
n
- 

lich
e

r —
 w

ith
 a

m
m

u
n

itio
n

 	
;tit ; s

im
i- 

la
r to

 th
a
t o

f O
s
w

a
ld

's
 rifle

 -t k
it s

c
o
re

s
 

o
f e

le
p
h
a
n
t:: w

ith
 5 in

lie
 h

a
 ii' ,h

r L
s
. A

n
d
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 c
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 p
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g
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n
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o
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b
u
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u
p
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e
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 b
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 c
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 b
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 D
a
llis

 o
n
 N

i ,e
m

b
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 b
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t b
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 L
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 m
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 b
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of th
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o or three or how
ever m

any shots 
he is supposed to have gotten off the W

ar-
ren
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ep

o
rt in

d
icates th

ere w
ere th

ree( o
n
e 

m
issed the presidential lim

ousine. 
"A

nother fallacy, w
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o
rted
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e M
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n
lich

er-
C

arcan
o
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u
ires a m
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u
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 o
f 2

.3
 sec-

o
n
d
s fo

r b
o
lt actio

n
 b

etw
een

 sh
o
ts. In

 m
y
 

b
est series o

f th
ree in

 th
e C

B
S

 test, I g
o
t 

o
ff m

y
 last tw

o
 sh

o
ts in

 less th
an

 tw
o

 sec-
onds. 

"P
ro

p
er tech

n
iq

u
e is th

e an
sw

er. R
o
b
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ert F
razier, o

f th
e F

B
I, h
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ed
 th
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2
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n
d
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n
s o
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e M

an
n
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er-
C
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o
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e w
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ater, in
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azin
e article, I saw

 a 
p
ictu
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 p
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r. D
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n
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u
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h
o

m
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illed K
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u
b
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l if a sin

g
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an
 ex

ists 
w
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ith the 
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ired

 in
 th

e tim
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u
ired
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u
t if 

th
e feat is p

o
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 th

e o
p

in
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n
 o

f 
th

e ex
p
erts, a su
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erlativ

e p
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w
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's b
est 

m
ark
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 o
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b
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e b
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e b
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 m
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gly an
 in

stan
t 

after on
e sh

ot w
as fired du

rin
g th
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 m
otion

 pictu
re film

, w
ith

 th
e P

residen
t lu

rch
in

g forw
ard in

 fram
e th

ree. 

• ••,„;.1
 	

L._ 	
••••••••••.• 


