
S
T

U
D

IE
S

 O
N

 T
H

E
 L

E
F

T
, S

e
p
t.–

O
c
t. 1

9
6
6
 

In rapid succession four books 
ch

allen
g
in

g
 th

e W
arren

 R
ep

o
rt 

ap
p
eared

 in
 th

e b
o
o

k
sh

o
p

s b
e-

tw
een June and S

eptem
ber. T

he 
first, 

In
q
u
est 

b
y

 E
d

w
ard

 Jay
 

E
p

stein
, lau

n
ch

ed
 so

m
eth

in
g

 o
f 

a fu
ro

r—
p

ag
e o

n
e h

ead
lin

es, 
rad

io
 an

d
 telev

isio
n
 co

v
erag

e, 
articles in

 th
e m

ass circu
latio

n
 

m
ag

azin
es. T

h
e fu

ro
r g

ain
ed

 
m

om
entum

 w
ith the appearance 

o
f each

 o
f th

e n
ex

t th
ree b

o
o
k
s 

—
H

arold W
eisberg's W

h
itew

a
sh

, 
M

ark L
ane's R

u
sh

 to
 Ju

d
g
m

en
t, 

and T
h

e O
sw

a
ld

 A
ffa

ir by L
eo 

S
auvage. 
P

e
rh

a
p
s o

n
ly

 a
 h

a
n
d
fu

l o
f 

p
eo

p
le in

 th
e w

h
o

le co
u

n
try

—
the so-called assassination buffs 
fo

rm
erly

 d
en

ig
rated

 as "d
e-

m
onologists," "m

ischiefm
akers," 

an
d
 "n

eu
ro

tics")—
really

 co
u
ld

 
ap

p
reciate th

e d
ram

atic tran
si- 

Sylvia 
M

e
a
g
h
e
r is a

n
 

in
d
ep

en
d
en

t 
H

er 
S
u
b
je

c
t In

d
e
x
 

to 
the W

arren 
..as 

p
u
b
lish

ed
 in

 M
arch

, 1966. 

tio
n
 fro

m
 

ta
b

o
o

 to
 

dialogue. 
T

h
e W

arren
 R

ep
o
rt, fro

m
 its 

p
u
b
licatio

n
 in

 S
ep

tem
b
er 1

9
6
4
 

to
 its su

d
d
en

 d
o
w

n
fall in

 Ju
n
e 

1966, enjoyed virtual im
m

unity 
fro

m
 criticism

, ev
en

 fro
m

 d
is-

cussion--at least in "respectable" 
fo

ru
m

s. T
h

e case w
as clo

sed
. 

It h
a
d
 b

e
e
n
 c

lo
se

d
 first w

ith
 

in
d
ecen

t h
aste b

y
 th

e D
allas 

police; scarcely tw
o w

eeks later, 
b
y
 th

e
 sa

c
ro

sa
n
c
t F

B
I; a

n
d
 

fin
ally

 b
y
 th

e au
g
u
st W

arren
 

C
o
m

m
issio

n
, ab

etted
 b

y
 

th
e 

ra
p
tu

ro
u
s a

p
p
la

u
se

 o
f th

e
 

o
p

in
io

n
-m

ak
ers. T

h
ey

 h
ad

 it 
m

ade. 
B

u
t th

is case refu
sed

 to
 stay

 
clo

sed
, fo

r g
o

o
d

 reaso
n

. It fell 
to

 a g
rad

u
ate stu

d
en

t o
f g

o
v

-
ern

m
en

t, E
d

w
ard

 Jay
 E

p
stein

, 
to

 d
eliv

er a g
alv

an
izin

g
 sh

o
ck

 
to

 A
m

erican
 co

m
p
lacen

cy
. In

 

re
se

a
rc

h
e
r o

n
 th

e
 W

a
rre

n
 R

e
p

o
rt. 

R
e
p

o
rt a

n
d

 H
e
a
rin

g
s a

n
d

 E
x

h
ib

its 

T
H

E
 W

A
R

R
E

N
 R

E
P

O
R

T
 

a slen
d
er, d

isp
assio

n
ate, u

n
d
er-

stated book, In
q
u
est 

(outgrow
th 

o
f w

h
at w

as in
ten

d
ed

 o
n
ly

 as 
a
 m

a
ste

r's th
e
sis o

n
 th

e
 w

a
y

 
in

 w
h

ich
 th

e W
arren

 C
o
m

m
is-

sio
n

 h
ad

 in
itiated

, o
rg

an
ized

, 
an

d
 d

irected
 its fu

ll-scale in
-

vestigation and on the scope and 
d
ep

th
 o

f th
e in

v
estig

atio
n
), E

p
-

stein
 p

ro
v
id

ed
 a so

b
erin

g
 lo

o
k
 

b
eh

in
d
 clo

sed
 d

o
o
rs, P

erso
n
al 

in
terv

iew
s g

ran
ted

 h
im

 b
y
 fiv

e 
m

em
bers of the C

om
m

ission and 
te

n
 o

f its la
w

y
e
rs e

lic
ite

d
 a

 
startlin

g
 p

ictu
re o

f co
n
fu

sio
n
, 

co
n

tro
v

ersy
, scan

d
al an

d
 p

an
ic. 

A
b
o
v
e all, E

p
stein

 d
isco

v
ered

, 
th

ere w
as an

 o
v

errid
in

g
 co

m
-

m
itm

en
t to

 th
e p

reco
n
ceiv

ed
 

conclusion that O
sw

ald w
as the 

P
o
n
e assassin

—
a co

m
m

itm
en

t 
ag

ain
st w

h
ich

 m
ere 

facts 
w

ere 
n

o
 m

a
tc

h
, w

h
e
n

 th
o

se
 fa

c
ts 

co
u

ld
 b

e co
n

cealed
, o

b
scu

red
 

o
r d

isto
rted

. T
h

e in
v

estig
atio

n
 

w
as su

p
erficial an

d
 ru

sh
ed

 (at 
least one im

portant inquiry w
as 

still in
 p

ro
g
ress w

h
en

 th
e R

e-
p

o
rt w

en
t to

 p
ress!), w

ith
 lit-

tle p
articip

atio
n
 b

y
 so

m
e o

f th
e 

sev
en

 C
o
m

m
issio

n
ers an

d
 p

art-
tim

e serv
ices fro

m
 m

o
st o

f th
e 

sen
io

r co
u

n
sel. In

q
u

est rev
eals 

h
o

w
 th

e law
y

ers su
b

o
rd

in
ated

 
h

o
n

est ju
d

g
m

en
t to

 arb
itrary

 
o
rd

ers fro
m

 ab
o
v
e: (". . , th

e 
C

o
m

m
issio

n
 ju

d
g
ed

 it an
 easy

 
sh

o
t, an

d
 

I w
o
rk

 fo
r th

e C
o
m

-
m

issio
n
. . . ."); h

o
w

 co
n
sid

era-
tio

n
s rem

o
te fro

m
 fact-fin

d
in

g
 

d
o

m
in

ated
 (". . w

e d
o

 h
av

e a 
d
irty

 ru
m

o
r , . v

ery
 d

am
ag

in
g
 

to the agencies that are involved 
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. . . a
n

d
 it m

u
st b

e
 w

ip
e
d

 
o
u
t. . ..") ; an

d
 h

o
w

 th
e sim

p
le 

im
perative of justness w

as sacri-
ficed

 tim
e an

d
 ag

ain
 to

 w
h
at 

E
p

stein
 calls "p

o
litical tru

th
." 

It m
ig

h
t also

 b
e called

 "A
m

eri-
ca F

irst!" o
r, m

o
re accu

rate-
ly, "A

m
erican R

eputation, C
on-

sensus and 
S
ta

tu
s Q

u
o
 

F
irst." 

W
hen the C

om
m

ission's law
y-

ers p
ro

tested
 th

at certain
 w

it-
n
esses w

ere liars o
r lu

n
atics, 

th
e
y
 w

e
re

 o
v
e
rru

le
d
 b

y
 th

e
 

C
h
airm

an
's d

ecisio
n
 to

 b
eliev

e 
th

em
. O

n
e law

y
er w

as o
rd

ered
 

to abandon his investigation into 
a q

u
estio

n
 h

e d
eem

ed
 v

ital—
R

uby's m
eans of access into the 

p
o
lice b

asem
en

t w
h
ere h

e m
u
r-

dered O
sw

ald—
because he w

as 
tak

in
g
 to

o
 lo

n
g
. T

h
e law

y
ers 

w
ere forbidden to cross-exam

ine 
certain

 "frien
d
ly

" w
itn

esses, in
 

other instances given discretion 
(a

n
d

 th
e
y

 u
se

d
 it!) to

 "p
re

-
p
are" w

itn
esses in

 d
ry

 ru
n
s b

e-
fo

re fo
rm

al testim
o

n
y

. In
 sh

o
rt, 

they enjoyed all the prerogatives 
o

f a p
ro

secu
to

r, w
ith

o
u

t an
y

 o
f 

th
e co

rresp
o
n
d
in

g
 o

b
lig

atio
n
s 

im
p
o
sed

 b
y
 an

 ad
v
ersary

 p
ro

-
ced

u
re. T

h
e C

o
m

m
issio

n
 h

ad
 

ex
clu

d
ed

 p
articip

atio
n
 b

y
 an

y
 

sem
blance of a defense, w

hether 
b

y
 an

 o
u

tsid
er o

r fro
m

 w
ith

in
. 

(T
h
e afterth

o
u
g
h
t th

at in
tro

-
d
u
c
e
d
 W

a
lte

r C
ra

ig
 o

f th
e
 

A
m

erican
 B

ar A
sso

ciatio
n
 in

to
 

th
e p

ictu
re, "in

 fairn
ess to

 th
e 

alleged assassin," is too ridicul-
o

u
s in

 co
n
cep

t an
d
 in

 p
ractice 

for serious discussion.) 
T

hose revelations in 
In

q
u

est. 

F
O

U
R

 B
O

O
K

S
 O

N
 T

H
E

 W
A

R
R

E
N

 
R

E
PO

R
T

: 

T
H

E
 S

U
M

M
E

R
 O

F
 D

IS
C

O
N

T
E

N
T

 

S
y

lv
ia M

eag
h

er 

E
p

stein
, E

d
w

ard
 Jay

. 
In

q
u

est. 
V

ik
in

g
 P

ress. N
ew

 Y
o
rk

. 1
9
6
6
. $

5
.0

0
. P

p
. 

2
2
4
; L

a
n
e
, M

a
rk

. R
u
sh

 
to

 Ju
d
g
m

en
t. 

H
o
lt, R

in
eh

art an
d
 W

in
sto

n
. 

N
ew

 Y
o

rk
. 1

9
6

6
. $

5
.9

5
. P

p
. 4

8
0
; S

au
v
ag

e, L
eo

. 
T

h
e
 O

sw
a

ld
 A

ffa
ir. 

W
o

rld
 P

u
b
lish

in
g

 C
o

. C
lev

elan
d
 an

d
 N

ew
 Y

o
rk

. 1
9
6
6
. $

6
.9

5
. P

p
. 3

5
2
; 

W
eisb

erg
, H

aro
ld

. W
h
itew

a
sh

. W
eisb

erg
. H

y
attsto

w
n

, M
ary

lan
d

. 1
9

6
6

. 



74 

1,-v
 th

em
selv

es, m
ig

h
t n

o
t h

av
e 

cau
sed

 m
u
ch

 o
f a rip

p
le. B

u
t 

th
ere w

as a real b
lo

ck
b

u
ster in

 
th

e
 b

o
o

k
, a

n
d

 th
a
t is w

h
a
t 

lau
n
ch

ed
 p

u
b
lic d

eb
ate. E

p
stein

 
p
u
b
lish

ed
 tw

o
 h

ith
erto

-u
n
seen

 
F

B
I rep

o
rts (th

e first h
ad

 g
o
n
e 

u
n
n
o
ticed

 w
h
en

 it w
as q

u
o
ted

 
earlier b

y
 V

in
cen

t J. S
alan

d
ria 

in 
T

h
e
 M

in
o
rity

 o
f O

n
e
, A

pril 
1

9
6

6
) w

h
ic

h
 c

o
n

flic
te

d
 d

ia
-

m
etrically

 w
ith

 th
e au

to
p
sy

 re-
p

o
rt o

n
 w

h
ich

 th
e W

arren
 C

o
m

-
m

issio
n
 b

ased
 itself. T

h
e F

B
I 

rep
o
rts d

escrib
ed

 th
e w

o
u
n
d
 in

 
th

e P
resid

en
t's b

ack
 as situ

ated
 

b
elo

w
 th

e sh
o

u
ld

ers, w
h

ile th
e 

au
to

p
sy

 rep
o
rt (an

d
 th

e W
ar-

re
n
 R

e
p
o
rt) p

la
c
e
d
 it in

 th
e
 

h
ack

 o
f th

e n
eck

. T
h

e F
B

I said
 

th
at th

e b
u

llet h
ad

 p
en

etrated
 

o
n
ly

 a fin
g
er's len

g
th

 an
d
 fallen

 
o
u
t o

f th
e
 b

o
d
y
 th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e
 

entrance hole, w
hile the autopsy 

re
p
o
rt sa

id
 th

a
t it h

a
d
 p

e
n
e
-

trated
 th

e b
o
d
y
 co

m
p
letely

 an
d
 

ex
ited

 at th
e A

d
am

's ap
p
le. T

h
e 

C
o
m

m
issio

n
, ta

k
in

g
 it fro

m
 

:h
ere, said

 th
at th

e sam
e b

u
llet 

h
a
d
 th

e
n
 p

ro
c
e
e
d
e
d
 to

 strik
e
 

G
o
v
ern

o
r C

o
n
n
ally

 an
d
 in

flict 
all his w

ounds. 
T

h
at th

eo
ry

—
th

e sin
g

le-rn
is-

6
1
e. th

eo
n
---w

as th
e o

n
ly

 re-
ro

u
rse b

y
 w

h
ich

 th
e C

o
m

m
is-

sion could reconcile the evidence 
w

ith
 its d

eterm
in

atio
n

 to
 "fin

d
" 

th
a
t O

re
a
ld

 w
a
s th

e
 lo

n
e
 a

s-
sassin

. T
h
e tim

e-sp
an

 b
etw

een
 

th
e w

o
u
n
d
in

g
 o

f th
e P

resid
en

t 
kw

; the w
ounding of the C

over-
-.or w

as to
o

 sh
o

rt to
 p

erm
it tw

o
 

;h
o

ts to
 be fired by the assassina- 

S
Y

L
V

IA
 M

E
A

G
H

E
R

 

tion rifle. T
herefore, if the G

ov-
ern

o
r w

as h
it b

y
 a sep

arate b
u

l-
le

t, it h
a
d
 to

 c
o
m

e
 fro

m
 a

 
seco

n
d
 rifle. 

E
p

ste
in

 w
a
s d

istu
rb

e
d

 b
e
-

cau
se th

e C
o

m
m

issio
n

 h
ad

 n
o

t 
reso

lv
ed

 (n
o

r ev
en

 ack
n

o
w

l-
ed

g
ed

) th
e co

n
flict b

etw
een

 th
e 

F
B

I re
p

o
rts a

n
d

 th
e
 a

u
to

p
sy

 
fin

d
in

g
s. M

u
ch

 o
f th

e ev
id

en
ce 

su
p
p
o
rted

 th
e F

B
I d

escrip
tio

n
 

o
f a b

u
llet w

o
u
n
d
 w

ell b
elo

w
 

th
e n

eck
—

th
e o

b
serv

atio
n
s o

f 
th

e S
ecret S

erv
ice ag

en
ts, th

e 
h

o
les in

 th
e P

resid
en

t's clo
th

es 
an

d
 ev

en
 a d

iag
ram

 m
ad

e b
y

 
th

e au
to

p
sy

 su
rg

eo
n

 d
u

rin
g

 th
e 

p
o
st-m

o
rtem

. E
v
id

en
ce ex

isted
 

th
a
t c

o
u

ld
 h

a
v

e
 re

so
lv

e
d

 th
e
 

conflict but the C
om

m
ission had 

never looked at it—
undeveloped 

p
h

o
to

g
rap

h
s an

d
 x

-ray
s tak

en
 

at th
e au

to
p
sy

 an
d
 h

an
d
ed

 o
v
er 

to
 th

e
 S

e
c
re

t S
e
rv

ic
e
. T

h
e
ir 

p
resen

t w
h
ereab

o
u
ts are u

n
-

know
n. A

lthough suggestions are 
b

e
in

g
 m

a
d

e
 th

a
t th

e
 p

h
o

to
-

graphs now
 should be produced 

an
d

 ex
am

in
ed

 (an
 id

ea p
u

t for-
w

ard
 b

y
 JF

K
's sp

eech
w

riter, 
R

ich
ard

 G
o
o
d
w

in
, an

d
 o

th
ers), 

n
o
 o

n
e h

as b
een

 ab
le to

 fin
d
 

o
u

t w
h
o

 h
as th

em
. 

T
h

o
se p

h
o

to
g

rap
h

s, 
if 

they 
w

ere m
ad

e av
ailab

le, m
ig

h
t o

f 
co

u
rse v

in
d
icate th

e W
arren

 
C

o
m

m
issio

n
 —

 o
r th

ey
 m

ig
h
t 

p
ro

v
e o

n
ce an

d
 fo

r all w
h
at th

e 
researchers and critics have long 
believed, that the C

om
m

ission's 
R

ep
o
rt is a frau

d
, th

at th
e lo

n
e 

assassin
 is a m

y
th

, an
d
 th

at th
e 

assassin
atio

n
 w

as ex
actly

 w
h

at 

T
H

E
 W

A
R

R
E

N
 R

E
P

O
R

T
 

the w
hole w

orld (including E
arl 

W
arren

) th
o

u
g

h
t it w

as in
 th

e 
h
o
u
r o

f its aw
fu

l n
ew

n
ess—

th
e 

w
ork of a conspiracy m

otivated 
b
y
 p

o
litical h

atred
 o

r am
b
itio

n
. 

E
pstein obviously believes that 

th
e
 F

B
I d

e
sc

rip
tio

n
 o

f th
e
 

w
o
u
n
d
 is au

th
en

tic an
d
 th

at th
e 

au
to

p
sy

 rep
o

rt is n
o

t. B
u

t, h
e 

says, even if the F
B

I is m
istaken 

("m
istak

en
" ab

o
u
t ev

id
en

ce o
f 

such unrivaled im
portance?) the 

W
arren R

eport is in trouble, for 
alm

o
st all its "fact-fin

d
in

g
" d

e-
p
en

d
ed

 o
n
 F

B
I in

v
estig

atio
n
 

an
d
 F

B
I ex

p
ert testim

o
n
y
. 

A
fter th

e p
u

b
licatio

n
 o

f 
In

-
quest 

th
e
 F

B
I m

a
d

e
 se

v
e
ra

l 
am

b
ig

u
o
u
s co

m
m

en
ts th

ro
u
g
h
 

anonym
ous spokesm

en but, sig-
n

ifican
tly

, it h
as n

ev
er fo

rm
ally

 
retracted

 o
r rep

u
d
iated

 its re-
p
o
rts. E

v
en

 m
o
re sig

n
ifican

tly
, 

no spokesm
an has extricated the 

W
arren

 C
o

m
m

issio
n

 fro
m

 th
e 

v
ise, m

u
ch

 less p
ro

d
u
ced

 th
e 

autopsy photographs in vindica-
tio

n
 o

f its R
ep

o
rt. S

o
m

eh
o
w

 
o
n
e
 su

sp
e
c
ts th

a
t th

e
 p

h
o
to

-
g
rap

h
s w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 p
ro

-
d
u
ced

 lo
n
g
 b

efo
re th

ere w
as an

 
In

q
u

est, h
ad

 th
ey

 co
rro

b
o

rated
 

th
e o

fficial au
to

p
sy

 fin
d
in

g
s. 

B
u
t n

o
 serio

u
s reb

u
ttal o

f th
e 

charges in 
In

q
u

est h
as b

een
 o

f-
fe

re
d

. T
h

u
s, o

n
e
 c

a
n

 re
a
d

 in
 

the L
o
n
d
o
n
 O

b
server in A

ugust 
1966 w

hat w
ould have been un-

th
in

k
ab

le in
 A

u
g
u
st 1

9
6
5
: "T

o
-

d
ay

 it is th
e m

ajestic W
arren

 
C

o
m

m
issio

n
 itself th

at is in
 th

e 
d

o
ck

, rath
er th

an
 th

e lo
n

ely
 O

s-
w

ald
." P

arad
o
x
ically

 (an
d
 p

er- 
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h
ap

s p
lacatin

g
ly

) E
p
stein

 h
as 

n
o
t seen

 fit p
u
b
licly

 to
 reco

n
-

sider the issue of O
sw

ald's guilt. 
H

e say
s th

at th
e C

o
m

m
issio

n
 

has presented overw
helm

ing evi-
d

en
ce ag

ain
st O

sw
ald

 (in
 th

e 
T

ip
p

it m
u

rd
er, 

at 
th

e v
ery

 
least), fo

rg
ettin

g
 th

at h
e h

im
-

self h
as d

em
o
n
strated

 th
at th

e 
C

o
m

m
issio

n
, o

r th
e F

B
I, p

re-
sen

ted
 u

n
reliab

le o
r sp

u
rio

u
s 

au
to

p
sy

 fin
d

in
g

s an
d

 th
at, in

 
eith

er case, th
e w

h
o

le W
arren

 
R

ep
o

rt is d
iscred

ited
. 

If E
p
stein

 p
ay

s lip
-serv

ice 
to

 th
e C

o
m

m
issio

n
's p

u
rity

-o
f-

h
eart, n

o
 co

n
ciliato

ry
 o

fferin
g
s 

a
re

 to
 b

e
 fo

u
n

d
 in

 th
e
 b

o
o

k
s 

by S
auvage, W

eisberg and L
ane. 

In
 each

 b
o
o
k
 m

en
tio

n
 o

f th
e 

scan
d
alo

u
s au

to
p
sy

 co
n
flict h

as 
b
een

 tack
ed

 h
astily

 o
n
 to

 
an 

already-finished w
ork in w

hich 
th

e
 a

u
th

o
r h

a
d

 re
a
c
h

e
d

 th
e
 

in
d

ep
en

d
en

t co
n

clu
sio

n
, ev

en
 

w
ith

o
u
t 

b
en

efit o
f th

e rev
ela-

tio
n

s a
b

o
u

t th
e
 F

B
I a

u
to

p
sy

 
fin

d
in

g
s, th

at th
e W

arren
 R

e-
p
o
rt w

as a sh
am

efu
l trav

esty
 

an
d

 th
at O

sw
ald

 w
as in

n
o

cen
t, 

or m
ight w

ell be. W
eisberg and 

S
au

v
ag

e fu
rth

erm
o
re b

eliev
e 

th
at th

e assassin
atio

n
 w

as th
e 

w
ork of a political conspiracy in 

w
h
ich

 a false O
sw

ald
—

a m
an

 
w

ho resem
bled O

sw
ald and im

-
p
erso

n
ated

 h
im

—
laid

 an
 in

-
crim

in
atin

g
 trail b

efo
re th

e as-
sassination that w

ould create an 
o
v
erp

o
w

erin
g
 illu

sio
n
 o

f h
is 

guilt. 
L

eo
 S

au
v

ag
e h

as serv
ed

 fo
r 

a
lm

o
st tw

o
 d

e
c
a
d

e
s a

s th
e
 



T
o 

A
m

erican correspondent for L
e 

F
igaro; h

e is a g
rad

u
ate o

f th
e 

P
aris L

aw
 S

ch
o
o
l. In

 T
h

e O
s-

:raid A
ffair 

h
e u

ses th
e rap

ier 
o
f h

is ex
cep

tio
n
al in

tellig
en

ce, 
in

sig
h

t a
n
d

 lo
g
ic

 to
 c

u
t in

to
 

m
incem

eat the D
allas investiga-

tio
n
, th

e W
arren

 R
ep

o
rt an

d
 

th
e claq

u
e led

 b
y

 su
ch

 p
ro

m
i-

n
en

t o
p
in

io
n
-m

ak
ers as H

arri-
so

n
 S

alisb
u
ry

, L
o
u
is N

izer an
d
 

M
ax

 L
ern

er fo
r th

eir "o
rg

y
 o

f 
:,ggressive and ecstatic conform

-
isn

f an
d
 th

eir attem
p
t to

 stifle 
an aelrance an

y
 criticism

 o
f th

e 
C

om
m

ission's findings. (In fair-
n
ess to

 L
ern

er it sh
o
u
ld

 b
e said

 
th

at h
e h

as recen
tly

 ad
m

itted
 

p
u

b
licly

 th
at h

e h
as d

ev
elo

p
ed

 
so

m
e d

o
u

b
t ab

o
u

t th
e W

arren
 

R
eport.) 
I first read

 S
au

v
ag

e's b
o

o
k

 in
 

th
e o

rig
in

al F
ren

ch
, p

u
b
lish

ed
 

in
 M

arch
 1

9
6
5
 b

y
 L

es E
d
itio

n
s 

'M
in

ttie, P
aris. N

o
w

, w
ell m

o
re 

th
an

 a y
ear later, it h

as fin
ally

 
eco

m
e av

ailab
le in

 E
n

g
lish

. 
T

h
e o

rig
in

al ed
itio

n
 w

as a tour 
de force—

in 
p

rin
t b

arely
 fo

u
r 

m
o

n
th

s after th
e b

elated
 release 

o
f :he W

arren C
om

m
ission's 26 

,_r,lutrc., , o
f H

e
a
rin

g
s a

n
d

 E
x

-
'aib

its. b
u
t n

ev
erth

eless tak
in

g
 

a
c
c
o
u
n
to

f m
u
c
h
 o

f th
e
 te

sti-
7
..n

ey
 w

h
ich

 cast d
o
u
b
t o

n
 th

e 
W

-trF
ari R

eport and on the case 
a.rainst O

sw
ald. Indeed, S

auvage 
a,..tack

ed
 th

e case in
 term

s v
ery

 
7'.m

ilar 
to

 a 2
6

-p
ag

e m
em

o
ran

-
%,.ritten by one of the C

orn-
- .::sie,n's assistant counsel—

the 
L

ie'rA
ler m

em
o
ran

d
u
m

, w
h
ich

 
, a

m
e
 to

 lig
h

t in
 

Inquest—
be- 

S
Y

L
V

IA
 I..4E

A
G

H
E

R
 

fo
re th

e W
arren

 R
ep

o
rt w

en
t 

to
 p

ress. H
e d

em
o

n
strated

 th
e 

w
eak

n
ess o

f th
e rifle ev

id
en

ce, 
th

e fin
g
erp

rin
ts, an

d
 th

e m
ark

s-
m

a
n

sh
ip

 a
ttrib

u
te

d
 to

 th
e
 a

l-
leged assassin and, like L

iebeler 
(as it later tu

rn
ed

 o
u

t), S
au

v
ag

e 
fo

u
n
d
 th

e cru
d
est k

in
d
 o

f b
ias 

ag
ain

st O
sw

ald
 g

o
v
ern

in
g
 th

e 
selectio

n
 an

d
 p

resen
tatio

n
 o

f 
the so-called evidence. 

T
he aficionado m

ay com
plain 

that 
T

h
e O

sw
a

ld
 A

ffa
ir m

akes 
n
o
 sen

satio
n
al n

ew
 rev

elatio
n
s, 

an
d
 th

at p
erh

ap
s is tru

e. W
h
at 

it d
o
es d

o
, su

p
erb

ly
 w

ell, is to
 

ap
p
ly

 th
e acid

 o
f a tru

ly
 lo

g
ical, 

u
n

co
m

p
ro

m
isin

g
 in

tellig
en

ce to
 

th
e clu

tter o
f ro

t an
d

 red
 h

er-
rin

g
 o

b
scu

rin
g

 th
e facts, an

d
 in

 
dissolving the foul-sm

elling de-
b

ris, th
e b

o
o

k
 leav

es th
e h

ard
 

w
h
ite

 b
o
n
e
 o

f th
e
 e

v
id

e
n
c
e
 

ag
ain

st O
sw

ald
 ex

p
o

sed
 in

 all 
its p

o
v
erty

. 
S

au
v
ag

e is p
articu

larly
 d

ev
a-

statin
g
 w

h
en

 h
e d

eals w
ith

 th
e 

circum
stantial evidence—

for ex-
am

p
le, O

sw
ald

's w
h

ereab
o

u
ts 

rig
h
t after th

e sh
o
o
tin

g
 o

f th
e 

P
resid

en
t. A

 p
o
licem

an
, M

. L
. 

B
ak

er, an
d

 th
e D

ep
o

sito
ry

 su
p

-
erin

ten
d

en
t, R

o
y

 T
ru

ly
, h

ad
 en

-
co

u
n
tered

 O
sw

ald
 alm

o
st as th

e 
last o

f th
e sh

o
ts w

as fired
, su

p
-

p
o
sed

ly
 fro

m
 th

e six
th

 flo
o
r o

f 
the building. H

e w
as standing at 

a co
ca-co

la v
en

d
in

g
 m

ach
in

e in
 

th
e lu

n
ch

ro
o
m

 o
n
 th

e seco
n
d
 

flo
o

r—
w

ith
 a co

k
e in

 h
is h

an
d

, 
acco

rd
in

g
 to

 th
e o

rig
in

al sto
ry

. 
B

u
t, as S

au
v

ag
e relates, R

o
y

 
T

ro
lly

 to
ld

 h
im

 later th
at b

e- 

T
H

E
 W

A
R

R
E

N
 R

E
P

O
R

T
 

cau
se B

ak
er, th

e p
o
licem

an
, 

blocked his view
 of O

sw
ald, be 

d
id

 n
o

t k
n

o
w

 w
h

eth
er o

r n
o

t 
h

e
 h

e
ld

 a
n

y
th

in
g

. S
till la

te
r, 

T
ru

ly
 testified

 to
 th

e W
arren

 
C

o
m

m
issio

n
 th

at O
sw

ald
 h

ad
 

n
o
th

in
g
 in

 h
is h

an
d
, n

o
 co

k
e, 

n
o
th

in
g
 at all. A

n
d
 B

ak
er said

 
the sam

e. 
B

u
t S

au
v
ag

e h
as tu

rn
ed

 u
p
 

a d
o

cu
m

en
t in

 w
h

ich
 B

ak
er, 

through a F
reudian slip, betrays 

him
self and unw

ittingly reveals 
the truth—

O
sw

ald w
as holding 

a co
k
e, an

d
 th

at is in
im

ical to
 

th
e o

fficial reco
n
stru

ctio
n
 o

f 
his m

ovem
ents—

a reconstruction 
that leaves O

sw
ald cokeless and 

th
at reso

rts to
 u

n
co

n
scio

n
ab

le 
m

an
ip

u
latio

n
 in

 o
rd

er to
 ro

b
 

th
e
 a

c
c
u
se

d
 a

ssa
ssin

 o
f h

is 
L

eg
itim

a
te a

n
d
 stro

n
g
 a

lib
i. 

S
auvage exposes and condem

ns 
th

e d
ev

io
u

s m
ean

s w
h

ich
 th

e 
C

om
m

ission used so that, at the 
en

d
, it co

u
ld

 in
 effect p

ro
claim

 
triu

m
p

h
an

tly
 th

at O
sw

ald
 h

ad
 

a m
arg

in
 o

f at least one second 
to run dow

n to the second floor 
an

d
 in

to
 th

e lu
n

ch
ro

o
m

 b
efo

re 
T

ruly, trailed by the policem
an, 

ran
 u

p
. 

T
h

e C
o

m
m

issio
n

 co
n

d
u

cted
 

tw
o reenactm

ents by stopw
atch 

in
 w

h
ich

 a stan
d
-in

 fo
r O

sw
ald

 
ran

 d
o
w

n
stairs fro

m
 th

e six
th

 
flo

o
r to

 th
e seco

n
d

 an
d

 B
ak

er 
ran

 u
p

. T
h

u
s, fro

m
 th

e w
o

rd
 

go. the C
om

m
ission w

as loading 
th

e d
ice ag

aisn
t O

sw
ald

, fo
r it 

w
as T

ru
ly

, n
o
t B

ak
er, w

h
o
se 

tim
e he had to beat, since T

ruly 

77 

h
ad

 alread
y
 started

 to
 m

o
u
n
t 

the stairs to the third floor w
hen 

B
ak

er reach
ed

 th
e lan

d
in

g
 "an

d
 

cau
g

h
t a fleetin

g
 g

lim
p

se o
f a 

m
an

 w
alk

in
g

 in
 th

e v
estib

u
le 

tow
ard the lunchroom

." S
auvage 

personally retraced B
aker's route 

an
d
 is ab

le th
erefo

re to
 say

 au
-

th
o

ritativ
ely

 th
at th

e C
o

m
m

is-
sio

n
's d

iag
ram

 o
f th

e seco
n

d
 

flo
o
r co

m
p
letely

 m
isrep

resen
ts 

B
ak

er's lo
catio

n
 w

h
en

 h
e "o

b
-

se
rv

e
d

 O
sw

a
ld

 in
 th

e
 lu

n
c
h

-
ro

o
m

."
 A

n
d

, a
c
c
o

rd
in

g
 to

 
S

auvage, from
 w

here B
aker real-

ly
 w

as—
so

m
e 2

0
 feet fro

m
 th

e 
v
estib

u
le d

o
o
r—

"it w
o
u
ld

 re-
q

u
ire

 a
 ra

re
 c

o
m

b
in

a
tio

n
 o

f 
circu

m
stan

ces to
 see an

y
o
n
e g

o
 

fro
m

 th
e
 v

e
stib

u
le

 in
to

 th
e
 

lu
n
ch

ro
o
m

." H
e d

o
es n

o
t ex

-
clu

d
e th

e p
o
ssib

ility
 o

f su
ch

 an
 

occurrence but he does argue—
an

d
 v

ery
 co

n
v
in

cin
g
ly

 —
 th

at 
since O

sw
ald reached the second 

flo
o

r b
efo

re T
ru

ly
, h

e sh
o

u
ld

 
h
av

e b
een

 b
ey

o
n
d
 th

e field
 o

f 
vision through the vestibule door 
b
y
 th

e tim
e B

ak
er reach

ed
 th

e 
landing. 

E
v
en

 th
o
u
g
h
 th

e C
o
m

m
is-

sio
n

's reen
actm

en
ts w

ere co
m

-
p

letely
 u

n
fair in

 th
at th

ey
 p

air-
ed O

sw
ald, to his disadvantage, 

w
ith

 th
e w

ro
n
g
 m

an
, th

e resu
lts 

d
o

 n
o

t n
ecessarily

 in
crim

in
ate 

O
sw

ald
. T

h
e C

o
m

m
issio

n
 h

as 
c
h

o
se

n
 to

 in
te

rp
re

t th
e
m

 a
s 

show
ing that O

sw
ald could have 

b
een

 at th
e six

th
 flo

o
r w

in
d

o
w

 
an

d
 reach

ed
 th

e in
sid

e o
f th

e 
v
estib

u
le o

n
 th

e seco
n
d
 flo

o
r 



7
8
 

S
Y

L
V

IA
 M

E
A

G
H

E
R

 
W

A
R

R
E

N
 R

E
P

O
R

T
 

w
ith

 a
t le

a
st o

n
e
 se

c
o
n
d
 to

 
sp

are. B
u
t, as S

au
v
ag

e icily
 re-

m
in

d
s th

e
 C

h
ie

f Ju
stic

e
 a

n
d

 
his colleagues, the reenactm

ents 
tu

tid
ertak

en
 o

n
ly

 after S
au

v
ag

e 
n

o
ted

 p
o

in
ted

ly
 in

 a m
ag

azin
e 

article th
at su

ch
 tests h

ad
 n

o
t 

b
een

 p
erfo

rm
ed

) w
ere su

scep
ti-

b
le to

 an
o

th
er in

terp
retatio

n
. If 

th
e m

ax
im

u
m

 tim
e fo

r ru
n
n
in

g
 

d
o
w

n
 w

as p
aired

 w
ith

 th
e m

in
i-

m
u
m

 fo
r ru

n
n
in

g
 u

p
, "O

sw
ald

 
w

ould have arrived three seconds 
a
fter B

a
ker. 

In
 o

th
e
r w

o
rd

s, 
O

sw
a

ld
 w

o
u

ld
 h

a
v
e
 h

a
d

 a
n

 
alibi." 

T
o deprive O

sw
ald of a legiti-

m
ate b

en
efit o

f th
e d

o
u
b
t p

ro
-

d
u

ced
 b

y
 th

e tests, as th
e C

o
m

-
m

issio
n

 d
id

, w
as b

ad
 en

o
u

g
h

. 
B

u
t th

a
t w

a
s n

o
t a

ll. F
o

r, 
as 

S
a
u

v
a
g

e
 p

o
in

ts o
u

t, th
e
 te

sts 
w

ere fu
rth

er rig
g
ed

 ag
ain

st O
s-

w
ald

 b
y
 v

irtu
e o

f th
e fact th

at 
p

o
licem

an
 B

ak
er, as h

e h
im

self 
testified, w

alked 
in

 h
is first re-

e
n

a
c
tm

e
n

t te
st, w

h
e
re

a
s o

n
 

N
o

v
em

b
er 2

2
n

d
, h

e ran
. A

n
d

 
it is th

e
 first te

st th
a
t is in

-
v
o
k
ed

 b
y
 th

e C
o
m

m
issio

n
 to

 
"p

ro
v

e
" th

a
t O

sw
a
ld

 h
a
d

 n
o

 
alibi! 

T
h

e O
sw

a
ld

 .4
f fa

ir 
is v

ery
 

su
ccessfu

l also
 in

 d
issectin

g
 th

e 
ch

ick
en

 rem
ain

s fo
u
n
d
 at th

e 
so-called sniper's nest, in dem

on-
stratin

g
 th

e ap
p
allin

g
 co

n
trad

ic-
tions an

d
 g

ap
s in

 th
e testim

o
n

y
 

d
escrib

in
g
 O

sw
ald

's cap
tu

re in
 

th
e T

ex
as T

h
eater (b

y
 a p

o
llee 

officer w
ho, S

auvage concludes, 
had three hands instead of tw

o). 
an

d
 in

 ex
p
o
sin

g
 th

e m
an

y
 o

th
er  

d
efects in

 th
e p

ro
secu

tio
n
 case. 

H
e sh

o
w

s th
at th

ere is o
n

ly
 a 

slender m
argin of difference be- 

tw
een

 th
e C

o
m

m
issio

n
's tra-

v
esties an

d
 th

o
se o

f th
e D

allas 
p
o
lice, m

ak
in

g
 it self-ev

id
en

t 
th

at th
e u

n
iv

ersal d
isg

u
st an

d
 

o
p

p
ro

b
riu

m
 h

e
a
p

e
d

 o
n

 th
e
 

original D
allas "investigators" is 

d
eserv

ed
 n

o
 less b

y
 th

eir su
c-

cesso
rs. A

n
d

 S
au

v
ag

e d
o

es n
o

t 
hesitate to say so unam

biguous-
ly

, w
ith

 sty
le

 a
n

d
 a

. fla
ir fo

r 
language w

hich in itself is a de-
lig

h
t. B

ecau
se h

is p
erso

n
al d

ig
-

n
ity

, p
ro

fessio
n
al statu

re an
d
 

lack
 o

f self-in
terest are u

n
m

is-
ta

k
a
b
le

, a
n
d
 b

e
c
a
u
se

 h
e
 is 

tren
ch

an
t an

d
 in

cisiv
e in

 d
e-

m
o

lish
in

g
 th

e
 o

ffic
ia

l c
a
se

, 
S

auvage's book m
akes a ruinous 

im
p

act o
n

 th
e cred

ib
ility

 o
f th

e 
W

a
rre

n
 R

e
p
o
rt, a

n
d
 o

n
 th

e
 

rep
u
tatio

n
s o

f th
e au

th
o
rs an

d
 

th
e sy

co
p

h
an

ts w
h

o
 san

ctified
 

their shoddy w
ork. 

M
ark

 L
an

e is su
rp

risin
g
ly

 re-
strained in his view

 of the C
om

- 
m

issio
n

 th
at refu

sed
 to

 allo
w

 
h
im

 to
 act as co

u
n
sel fo

r th
e 

m
u
rd

ered
 O

sw
ald

, an
d
 it h

as 
earn

ed
 h

im
 g

o
o
d
 m

ark
s ev

en
 

fro
n
t th

o
se p

red
isp

o
sed

 to
 d

is- 
tru

st a
n
d
 d

ism
iss h

im
. I w

a
s 

c
h
a
rm

e
d
 b

y
 a

 re
v
ie

w
e
r w

h
o
 

w
ro

te in
 th

e S
t. P

a
u

l D
isp

a
tch

 
after read

in
g
 L

an
e's 

R
u

sh
 to

 
Judgm

ent: 

H
e
 s

e
e
m

e
d

 e
ith

e
r
 o

b
s
e
s
s
e
d

 or as 
som

e of us believed cynically in 
search of 

th
e d

o
llar . . . w

h
en

 
the W

arren R
eport w

as published 
th

e
r
e
 w

a
s
 s

o
m

e
 

h
o

p
e
 th

a
t h

e
 

w
r lc 	

h
w

:s
 	

t2te ezei 
17:=

 	
'at 	

f race 

a
s
 a

z
:s

o
:s

a
l p

tr
tc

-
n
.: -.-- IT

 

1,17e... 
h
a
 a

 b
o
e
g
s
 

h
a
s
 e

rr. s
:e

c
: 

2
1
v
 -

it th
e
 w

a
r
m

=
 R

e; ,..an 
a
z
d
 t

h
e
 i

m
-e

s-".:4
-a
l
e
.
 

A
s 

C
IE

:- 

r:ilt a
s
 is

 m
ig

1
:1

 .7
7
.2

%
-r
 b

e
e
=

, h
e
 

s
h
o
u
ld

 
have 

Ne-er. 
list,' 1- :.t.0

 to
 p

re
- 

P
r
o
n
. . a

 d
e
tr

a
c
to

r
, th

a
t is

 s
u
p
e
r
-

la
6
v
e
 

praise. 
L

an
e. lik

e 
M

u
r
r
a
y

 K
e
m

p
 to

n
 

b
e
f
o
r
e
 h

i
m

 a
n
 o

t
h
e
r
s
. r

e
g
a
r
d
s
 

th
e
 W

a
r
r
e
n
 R

e
p
o
r
t a

s
 a

 c
a
s
e
 f

o
r
 

th
e
 p

r
o
s
e
c
u
tio

n
—

a
 p

r
o
s
e
c
u
tio

n
 

n
o

n
e
 t

o
o

 s
c
r
u

p
t
i
l
, ..Y

... H
e
 h

a
s
 

th
e
r
e
f
o
r
e
 w

r
itte

n
 1d1:11 is w

idely 
regarded 

a
s
 th

e
 c

a
s
e
 f

o
r
 th

e
 d

e
-

f
e
n

s
e
 a

n
d

 a
s
 s

u
c
h

 
criticized in 

som
e quarters as slanted in favor 

o
f th

e
 

a
c
c
u

s
e
d

. P
e
r
h

a
p

s
 th

e
r
e
 

i
s
 s

o
m

e
 s

I
a
n
t
i
n
g
s
o
r
n

e
 s

h
a
d
i
n
g
 

—
h
u
t
 t

h
o
s
e
 w

h
o
 a

r
e
 f

i
r
s
t
 t

o
 

m
a
k
e
 th

e
 c

h
a
r
g
e
 w

e
r
e
 s

tr
a
n
g
e
-
 

l
y
 u

n
d
i
s
t
u
r
b
e
d
 b

y
 t

h
e
 b

l
a
t
a
n
t
 

s
la

n
tin

g
 th

a
t d

e
f
o
r
m

s
 th

e
 W

a
r
-
 

r
e
n
 R

e
p
o
r
t
. W

h
e
n
 t

h
e
 w

h
o
l
e
 

te
r
r
if

y
in

g
 p

o
w

e
r
 o

f
 th

e
 S

ta
te

 is
 

p
itte

d
 a

g
a
in

s
t o

n
e
 o

b
s
c
u
r
e
 c

r
e
a
-

tu
r
e
—

h
is

 lif
e
 a

lr
e
a
d
y
 s

ta
m

p
e
d
 

o
u

t w
h

ile
 h

e
 w

a
s
 lite

r
a
lly

 in
 th

e
 

a
r
m

s
 o

f
 th

e
 p

o
lic

e
 O

le
 w

a
s
 n

o
t 

s
o
 o

b
lig

in
g
 a

s
 to

 h
a
n
g
 h

im
s
e
lf

 in
 

h
is

 c
e
lI

)
—

z
e
a
l
 i

n
 t

h
e
 c

a
u
s
e
 o

f
 

h
i
s
 e

x
o
n
e
r
a
t
i
o
n
 i

s
 u

n
d
e
r
s
t
a
n
d

-
 

a
b
l
e
. T

h
e
 m

o
r
e
 s

o
 w

h
e
n
 e

x
-

o
n

e
r
a
tio

n
 w

o
u

ld
 c

o
m

p
e
l a

 s
e
a
r
c
h

 

t
o

 b
r
i
n

g
 t

h
e
 r

e
a
l
 a

s
s
a
s
s
i
n

s
 t

o
 

justice. 
R

u
sh

 to
 

ju
d
g
m

en
t, 

lik
e its 

com
panion-books, 

c
a
t
a
l
o
g
s
 t

h
e
 

C
om

m
ission's 

in
n
u
m

e
r
a
b
le

 lilr
r
-
 

.e
s
 W

ird; 
tin

tF
2

t.ts
 	

t- 

o
n

c
e
 	

-
 :

-
 

its
 th

!t 
Is -hatevez 
M

ark
 L

an
e. 

is 
th

a
t C

.:1;x .... 

o
p
in

ed
 to

 	
1 

h
ad

 
lie

d
 	

.1 137: 	
:
 

v
e
r
s- trio

n
 in

 1
/4

,H
ic

h
 

IN
.ia

rk
h

a
rn

 

p
it's

 k
W

  

w
ith

 O
s
.w

.t'.i's
 

later 
g
a
v
e
 th

e
 ta

p
e
 1

.%
 

m
is

s
io

n
, ig

n
o
r
:u

g
 th

e
 

p
r
o

s
e
c
u

tio
n

 f
o

r
 

u
n
t
a
r
i
l
y
 (

t
h
e

C
,'.......

.•a
,!

 

refu
sed

 to
 su

lT
o
e.. 

a
n
d
 th

u
s to

 
g

r
a
n

t
 I

 

b
u

t th
e
 	

- 

e
r
th

e
lle

s
s
 o

p
e
n

ly
 in

s
in

u
a
te

d
 

L
a
n

e
 h

a
d

 lie
d

 a
b

o
u

t th
e
 ta

p
e

.  

I
n
 s

e
n
d
in

g
 th

e
 ta

p
e
. 

e
d
 W

arren "m
erely to state 

after h
e h

eard
 th

e seeo
rd

in ::. he 
no longer doubted 

th
e
 tr

u
!
'u

 , 

!
le

s
s .
'  o

f
 L

a
n

e
's

 	
.t r

e
c
t

i-
 

f
ic

a
tio

n
 

fo
r w

h
ich

 
w

aiting. 

	

Y
et it m

u
st b

e said
 	

that 
if L

an
e's co

m
m

itm
en

t to
 d

e. 
reru

n
n
in

g
 th

e tru
th

s ak
in

t th
e 

a
s
s
a
s
s
in

a
t io

n
 o

v
e
r
t o

d
e
 p

e
t ,r

o
n

a
 

r
is

k
 in

 th
e
 e

a
s
e
 o

f
 th

e
 M

a
lla

ta
tu

 

ta
p
e
, it w

a
s
 s

o
m

e
w

h
a
t a

m
lia

tit-

o
u
s
 i

n
 t

h
e
 c

a
n
 o

f
 t

h
e
 

fA
tilotr, 

"
m

e
e
tin

g
-
  a

t th
e
 C

.I
ir

O
tts

e
l 

L
a
n
e
 c

la
im

s th
a
t a

 tip
 

tr
o

u
t 

n
e
w

s
p

a
p

e
r
m

a
n

 T
h

a
y

e
r
 W

a
h

lo
 

le
d
 h

im
 to

 o
n
 u

n
n
a
m

e
d
 Y

litite
s
s
 

w
h

o
 to

ld
 h

in
t th

a
t e

x
a
c
tly

 o
n

e
 

w
e
e
k
 b

e
f
o
r
e
 th

e
 a

s
s
a
s
s
in

a
tio

n
 h

e
 



3C
 

h
ad

 o
b
serv

ed
 a co

n
feren

ce at 
th

e C
aro

u
sel b

etw
een

 Jack
 R

u
-

b
y

. J. D
. T

ip
p

it an
d

 B
ern

ard
 

W
eiasm

an
 (a rig

h
t-w

in
g
er in

-
stru

m
e
n
ta

l in
 p

u
b
lish

in
g
 th

e
 

notorious black-bordered ` W
el-

zo
m

e M
r. K

en
n

ed
y

" ad
). L

an
e 

d
e
c
lin

e
d

 to
 te

ll th
e
 W

a
rre

n
 

C
o
m

m
issio

n
 th

e n
am

e o
f th

e 
w

itness, having prom
ised not to 

disclose his identity w
ithout per-

m
issio

n
 an

d
 u

n
ab

le to
 o

b
tain

 
co

n
sen

t. ( A
p
p
aren

tly
 th

e 
w

itn
e
ss re

fu
se

d
 to

 tru
st th

e
 

C
o
m

m
issio

n
 to

 k
eep

 h
is n

am
e 

aonfidential, since its haphazard 
h
o
u
sek

eep
in

g
 alread

y
 h

ad
 re-

su
lted

 in
 th

e leak
 o

f im
p

o
rtan

t 
d

o
cu

m
en

ts an
d

 in
fo

rm
atio

n
 to

 
the press.) 

It is self-ev
id

en
t th

at if th
ere 

really
 w

as a m
eetin

g
 b

etw
een

 
R

u
b
y
. T

ip
p
it an

d
 W

eissm
an

, it 
constituted prim

a facie proof of 
co

n
sp

iracy
 in

 th
e m

u
rd

ers o
f 

th
e P

resid
en

t. T
ip

p
it an

d
 O

s-
w

ald
. S

u
rely

 L
an

e co
u
ld

 h
av

e 
used his im

posing pow
er of per-

suasion to convince the m
ysteri-

D
U

S
 w

itness to subordinate per-
so

n
al co

n
sid

eratio
n
s (h

e w
as at 

th
e C

aro
u

sel C
lu

b
 b

ecau
se o

f 
an

 ex
tra-m

arital in
v
o
lv

em
en

t 
w

h
ic

h
 h

e
 w

ish
e
d
 to

 re
m

a
in

 
secret , to the interests of justice 
an

d
 th

e ap
p
reh

en
sio

n
 o

f th
o
se 

w
h
n
 h

ad
 m

u
rd

ered
 th

e P
resi-

dent. 
L

ane asserts that he w
as hon-

or-bound not to reveal the m
an's 

n
ar-a ag

ain
st h

is ex
p
ress w

ish
-

i's an
d
 th

at "if th
e C

o
m

m
issio

n
 

h
a-' w

an
ted

 h
is n

am
e, it n

eed
 

S
Y

L
vIA

 M
E

A
G

H
E

R
 

o
n
ly

 h
av

e ask
ed

 o
n
e o

f its w
it-

nesses. T
ha

yer W
ald

o
...." T

h
at 

d
o
es n

o
t seem

 fair, sin
ce th

e 
reco

rd
 d

o
es n

o
t in

d
icate th

at 
L

an
e to

ld
 th

e C
o
m

m
issio

n
 th

at 
W

ald
o
 h

ad
 led

 h
im

 to
 th

e w
it-

n
ess in

 th
e first p

lace. (H
e m

ay
 

h
av

e d
o
n
e so

 in
 h

is p
riv

ate ses-
sio

n
 w

ith
 th

e C
o

m
m

issio
n

 o
n

 
M

arch
 4

. 1
9
6
4
, b

u
t h

e d
o
es n

o
t 

say
 th

at h
e d

id
,) 

L
an

e is q
u

ite co
rrect, o

n
 th

e 
o
th

er h
an

d
, w

h
en

 h
e p

o
in

ts to
 

the defective and alm
ost farcical 

w
ay

 in
 w

h
ich

 Jack
 R

u
b
y
 w

as 
q

u
estio

n
ed

 ab
o

u
t th

e alleg
ed

 
m

eetin
g

 b
y

 th
e C

h
ief Ju

stice 
h

im
self as w

ell as b
y

 g
en

eral 
co

u
n

sel J. L
ee R

an
k

in
 an

d
 later 

b
y
 an

 F
B

I p
o
ly

g
rap

h
 (lie-d

e-
tector) operator. N

ot once, even 
b
y
 in

ad
v
erten

ce, d
id

 th
ey

 p
o
se 

th
e q

ues tio
n

 accu
rately

. It is n
o

 
cred

it to
 th

e C
h
ief Ju

stice th
at. 

as L
an

e p
o
in

ts o
u
t. h

e m
ad

e n
o
 

less th
an

 six
 erro

rs in
 p

resen
t-

in
g

 th
e alleg

atio
n

 to
 R

u
b

y
, n

o
r 

th
at th

e C
h

ief Ju
stice to

ld
 h

in
t: 

. • . I d
id

 fe
e
l th

a
t o

u
r re

c
o

rd
 

sh
o
u
ld

 sh
o
w

 th
a
t w

e
 

w
ou

ld
 ask

 
y
., 

th
e q

u
estio

n
 

a
n

d
 th

a
t y

o
u

 
w

ould 
answ

er it, 
an

d
 

y
o
u
 h

av
e 

an
sw

ered
 it. 

B
u
t R

u
b
y
 h

ad
 

n
o

t 
answ

ered, 
a
n
d
 h

e
 h

a
d
 to

 re
m

in
d
 th

e
 

C
h

airm
an

 o
f th

e W
arren

 C
o

m
-

m
issio

n
 th

a
t "h

e
 d

id
n
't w

a
n
t 

anything to be run over lightly." 
Y

et lig
h
tly

 th
ey

 d
id

 ru
n
 o

v
er 

th
e w

h
o

le affair o
f th

e alleg
ed

 
m

eetin
g
 at th

e C
aro

u
sel C

lu
b
, 

olw
itnisly disinclined to believe 

7.–E
 'A

 A
R

;E
•• R

E
:L

`R
- 

L
aat C

: 
T

H
e C

  
	

as: 

L
ane 	

2:-
  

'n.a■- e a ser:- 
T

t..e 
w

it::eis w
as a 

m
ay ha%

 e :T
aos:a:zed J. D

 T
:p-

p
i: fro

m
 a -,2

rev
io

u
 

ta
i l' 	

 o
r 

id
en

t:fie,: h
in

t 
from

 photogaphs published af:- 
e
r h

e
 w

a
s m

u
rd

e
re

d
. R

u
b
y
. 

e: t 	
k

n
ew

. B
u

t h
o

w
 d

id
 

th
e w

itn
ess k

n
o

w
 th

at th
e th

ird
 

m
ar, at the alleged m

eeting w
as 

B
ernard 

A
V

eisstn
an

? 
H

e w
as a 

strange: in D
allas and his photo-

g
rap

h
 ..as n

o
t p

u
b

lish
ed

. so
 far 

as is k
n
o
w

n
. at an

y
 tim

e b
e-

fore the m
ysterious w

itness told 
h
is sto

ry
 to

 W
ald

o
 o

r to
 L

an
e. 

In
 sp

ite o
f su

ch
 

loose 
ends. 

R
u

sh
 to

 J
u

d
g
m

en
t 

m
akes a de-

fin
ite co

n
trib

u
tio

n
 to

 th
e d

iag
-

n
o
sis an

d
 d

ism
an

tlin
g
 o

f th
e 

W
arren

 R
ep

o
rt. L

an
e h

as earn
-

ed
 th

e rig
h
t to

 b
e a p

all-b
earer 

at th
e fu

n
eral o

f th
is m

assiv
e. 

taxpayer-financed edition of 
po-

litical 
truth. 

F
inally there is H

arold W
eis-

b
erg

's p
riv

ately
-p

rin
ted

 b
o
o
k
 

ll'h
itetra

sh
. 

"th
e 

b
o
o
k
 th

a
t 

co
u
ld

 n
o
t b

e p
rin

ted
." as W

eis-
b
e
rg

 c
a
lls it in

 a
 fo

u
r-p

a
g
e
 

ch
ro

n
icle o

f rejectio
n

s fro
n

t 
p

u
b

lish
ers w

h
o

, in
 h

is o
p

in
io

n
. 

feared the subject. (S
atw

age in-
dicates a sim

ilar experience. lint 
in

 o
n

e sen
ten

ce.) T
h

ere w
as. 

b
efo

re th
e su

m
m

er o
f 1

9
6
6
, a 

rep
reh

en
sib

le lack
 o

f in
terest 

pe:-Ita
p
s e

v
e
n
 fe

a
r -- 

aaased
 p

u
b
lish

ers 
to 

_Led 
•",-  

.:D
ies have  
	

. 
:lo

p
ed

 th
at so

m
e h

o
::s w

 
a
a
 e

d
itio

n
 o

f It'':a
a
a
 

e
a
sie

r o
n
 th

e
 e

y
e
s th

a
n
 th

e
 

cro
w

d
ed

 sm
all p

rin
t 

of 
th

e 
o
rig

in
al. T

h
at sh

o
u
ld

 b
e d

o
n
e 

b
e
c
a
u
se

 W
h
ite

:ra
sh

 is a
n
 =

- 
p

o
rtan

t an
d

 effectiv
e attack

 o
n

 
th

e
 W

a
rre

n
 R

e
p
o
rt. d

e
m

o
n
-

stratin
g
 its co

n
stan

t co
llisio

n
 

w
ith the accom

panying 2t3 vol-
um

es of testim
ony and exhibits. 

W
eisberg, a form

er S
enate in-

v
estig

ato
r an

d
 n

ew
sp

ap
erm

an
, 

Ita
s tu

rn
e
d
 h

is e
x
c
e
p
tio

n
a
l!. 

sh
arp

 ey
e o

n
 th

e co
n
trad

ictio
n
s 

in
 th

e ev
id

en
ce, o

n
 m

in
o

r as 
w

ell as m
ajo

r p
o

in
ts: an

d
. lik

e 
S

au
v

ag
e. h

e co
m

p
leted

 h
is an

-
aly

tic stu
d
y
 rem

ark
ab

ly
 so

o
it 

after th
e 2

6
 v

o
lu

m
es w

ere re-
leased

—
 a p

ro
d
ig

io
u
s ach

iev
e, 

w
ent. A

ll the critics of the W
ar-

ren
 R

ep
o
rt are as o

n
e in

 ch
al-

len
g
in

g
 certain

 o
f its fan

d
a - 

m
en

tal elem
en

ts th
e so

u
rce 0

: 
th

e
 sh

o
ts, th

e
 a

ttto
p
sy

. 
th

e 

m
arksm

anship and the stretcher 
b

U
llet. fu

r ex
am

p
le. E

ach
 h

as 
ccm

tributed singular insights in-
to

 d
efects o

f d
etail, id

en
tify

in
g
 

an
 ev

er-g
ro

w
in

g
 b

o
d
y
 ,,f 

n
in

k
sio

n
s an

d
 

:la,. 
sta

te
m

e
n
ts w

h
ic

h
 b

e
tra

y
 th

e
 

sheer incom
petence and stageer-

in
g
 u

n
reliab

ility
 o

f th
e W

arn
e' 

R
ep

<
n
t. an

d
 raise irresist 

doubts aliont the integrity 
a
u
th

o
rs 



62 W
eisberg has been very acute 

in uncovering devastating w
eak-

n
esses in

 th
e o

fficial p
resen

ta- 
tio

n
—

fo
r ex

am
p
le, th

e p
ap

er 
b

ag
 in

 w
h

ich
 th

e rifle alleg
ed

ly
 

w
as co

n
cealed

 an
d
 carried

 in
to

 
th

e D
ep

o
sito

ry
. T

h
e R

ep
o
rt is 

irritatin
g
ly

 v
ag

u
e ab

o
u
t w

h
en

, 
w

h
ere an

d
 h

o
w

 O
sw

ald
 su

p
- 

posedly fashioned the paper bag, 
in

 secrecy
, an

d
 u

sin
g
 w

rap
p
in

g
 

m
aterials o

b
tain

ed
 in

 th
e D

e-
p
o
sito

ry
—

it m
erely

 m
ak

es th
e 

sw
eep

in
g
 claim

 th
at h

e m
ad

e it. 
and that he used those m

aterials. 
B

u
t, as W

eisb
erg

 (alo
n

g
 am

o
n

g
 

th
e critics) p

o
in

ts o
u

t, th
e tap

e 
w

ith
 w

h
ich

 th
e p

ap
er b

ag
 w

as 
g
u
m

m
ed

 to
g
eth

er co
m

es o
u
t o

f 
th

e D
ep

o
sito

ry
 d

isp
en

sin
g
 m

a-
chine already w

et! T
h

at cru
cial 

inform
ation is found in the testi-

m
o
n
y
 o

f th
e w

rap
p
in

g
 clerk

. 
T

ro
y
 W

est, b
u
t is carefu

lly
 su

p
-

p
ressed

 fro
m

 th
e W

arren
 R

e- 
p
o
rt. W

eisb
erg

 w
rites: 

H
av

in
g
 p

ro
v
ed

 th
at th

e tap
e o

n
 

th
e b

ag
 h

ad
 b

een
 d

isp
en

sed
 b

y
 

th
e
 m

a
c
h
in

e
, th

e
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 

thus established beyond any ques-
tio

n
 th

at th
e tap

e w
as w

et w
h

en
 

d
isp

e
n
se

d
 a

n
d
 h

a
d
 to

 b
e
 u

se
d
 

im
m

ed
iately

, if n
o
t at th

e b
en

ch
, 

at least v
ery

 clo
se to

 it. A
n
d
 th

e 
m

an
 w

h
o
 w

as alw
ay

s th
ere estab

-
lish

ed
 th

at O
sw

ald
 n

ev
er w

as. 

In
 

discovering this very serious 
d
efect in

 th
e C

o
m

m
issio

n
's al-

read
y

 d
u

b
io

u
s ev

id
en

ce (w
h

ich
 

attem
p
ts to

 lin
k
 O

sw
ald

 to
 th

e 
p
ap

er b
ag

 an
d
 th

u
s to

 th
e rifle). 

W
eisb

erg
 d

eals a fatal b
lo

w
 to

 

SY
L

V
IA

 M
E

A
G

H
E

R
 

a fu
n
d
am

en
tal p

rem
ise in

 th
e 

W
arren

 R
ep

o
rt. 

W
eisb

erg
 m

ak
es an

o
th

er im
-

portant insight w
hen he discuss-

es th
e testim

o
n
y
 o

f A
b
rah

am
 

Z
ap

ru
d
er, th

e b
y
-stan

d
er w

h
o
 

m
ad

e th
e n

o
w

-fam
o
u
s am

ateu
r 

film
 o

f th
e assassin

atio
n

. Z
a-

p
ru

d
er film

ed
 th

e m
o
to

rcad
e as 

it m
ade the turn into E

lm
 S

treet 
an

d
 m

o
v
ed

 to
w

ard
 th

e u
n
d
er-

p
a
ss. A

s th
e
 c

a
r a

p
p
ro

a
c
h
e
d
 

Z
ap

ru
d

er's p
o
sitio

n
. it w

as co
n
-

cealed from
 the sixth-floor w

in-
d
o

w
 o

f th
e D

ep
o

sito
ry

 b
y

 tree 
foliage, em

erging into view
 from

 
th

at w
in

d
o
w

 o
n
ly

 at fram
e 2

1
(1

 
o
f th

e
 film

. B
u
t, ju

st a
s th

e
 

P
resid

en
t b

ecam
e v

isib
le to

 a 
sniper in that w

indow
, he sim

ul-
taneously disappeared from

 Z
a-

p
ru

d
er's cam

era b
eh

in
d

 a ro
ad

 
sign. 

If th
e assassin

 w
as sh

o
o
tin

g
 

fro
m

 th
e six

th
 flo

o
r o

f th
e D

e-
p

o
sito

ry
, h

e h
ad

 n
o

 v
iew

 o
f th

e 
P

resid
en

t u
n
til th

e car em
erg

ed
 

fro
m

 b
eh

in
d
 th

e tree an
d
 co

u
ld

 
n
o
t h

av
e fired

 th
e first sh

o
t u

n
-

til so
m

etim
e after fram

e 2
1
0
. 

A
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 th
e C

o
m

m
issio

n
, 

th
e first sh

o
t stru

ck
 th

e P
resi-

d
en

t so
m

etim
e b

etw
een

 fram
es 

210 and 225, w
hen he w

as con-
cealed

 fro
m

 Z
ap

rild
er b

y
 th

e 

road sign. 
Y

et. as W
eisb

erg
 p

o
in

ts o
u
t. 

Z
ap

ru
d

er testified
 th

at h
e "taa• 

th
e first sh

ot h
it th

e P
residen

t! 
H

e described th
e P

residen
t's re-

a
ctio

n
 to

 it. H
a
d
 th

e 
P

residen
t 

b
e
e
n

 o
b
sc

u
re

d
 b

y
 th

e
 sig

n
. 

TH
E W

A
R

R
E

N
 R

E
P

O
R

T
 

Z
apru

der cou
ld h

ave seen
 n

on
e 

of th
is. T

h
erefore, th

e P
residen

t 
w

as h
it prior to fram

e 210. . ,"
 

an
d
 w

h
ile h

e w
as in

v
isib

le to
 

an
y

o
n

e in
 th

e six
th

 flo
o

r w
in

-
d
o
w

! H
ere is "v

ery
 p

ersu
asiv

e 
evidence" (to steal the C

om
m

is-
sio

n
's p

h
ra

se
) th

a
t th

e
 sh

o
ts 

c
a
m

e
 fro

m
 a

n
o
th

e
r lo

c
a
tio

n
, 

supporting m
uch other evidence 

w
h
ich

 lead
s to

 th
e sam

e co
n
-

clusion. 
T

h
e
 le

a
st th

a
t o

n
e
 c

a
n
 sa

y
 

a
fte

r re
a
d
in

g
 th

e
 b

o
o
k
s b

y
 

S
auvage, L

ane and W
eisberg, is 

th
at th

e C
o

m
m

issio
n
 n

o
t o

n
ly

 
h
a
s fa

ile
d
 to

 p
ro

v
e
 O

sw
a
ld

 
guilty—

it has all but proved him
 

innocent. 
W

hat about the C
om

m
ission's 

in
n
o
cen

ce? O
f th

e fo
u
r w

riters, 
only E

pstein abjures an outright 
denunciation of its perform

ance. 
preferring to let us read betw

een 
th

e lin
es in

 w
h
ich

 h
e states th

at 
th

e C
o
m

m
issio

n
 failed

 to
 

take 
co

g
n
izan

ce o
f "v

ery
 su

b
stan

tial 
ev

id
en

ce" o
f a seco

n
d
 assassin

, 
an

d
 th

at its d
o
m

in
an

t p
u
rp

o
se 

w
as to

 "reassu
re th

e n
atio

n
 an

d
 

p
ro

tect th
e n

atio
n
al 

in
terest." 

T
h
at E

p
stein

 im
p
lied

 en
d
o
rse-

m
e
n
t o

f th
a
t p

u
rp

o
se

--o
f th

e
 

sacrifice o
f ju

stice an
d
 tru

th
 to

 
th

e d
irty

 im
p
erativ

es o
f p

o
litics 

—
is scarcely possible. W

hy 
In-

qu
est, in

 that case? B
ut E

pstein 
has been excessively delicate and 
eq

u
iv

i,catin
g

 in
 co

n
fro

n
tin

g
 th

e 
m

o
ral issu

es w
h

ich
 atten

d
 th

e 
W

a
rre

n
 R

e
p

o
rt in

 h
is p

u
b

lic
 

statem
ents as w

ell as in Inquest. 
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P
erh

ap
s th

at w
as th

e p
rice f9

r 
secu

rin
g

 an
 in

tro
d

u
ctio

n
 im

iti 
the prestigious R

ichard R
overe. 

an
d
 a h

earin
g
 fro

m
 th

e m
o
st re- 

spectable branches of the E
stab-

lishm
ent. 

In contrast to that difficL
IL

._e. 
W

eisb
erg

 b
lu

n
tly

 ch
arg

es tio,  
C

om
m

ission w
ith suppression of 

vital evidence, failure to under- 
tak

e essen
tial in

q
u
iries, silen

ce 
"on 

th
e k

n
o

w
n

 
d
estru

ctio
n
. 

m
utilation, and m

anipulation of 
evidence," and w

hitew
ashing. the 

in
cred

ib
le b

o
tch

in
g
 o

f th
e case 

by the D
allas police and federal 

agencies. 

L
ane accuses the C

om
m

ission 
o
f d

isreg
ard

 fo
r th

e p
rin

cip
les 

of law
 and the rules of evidence 

In
 h

is w
o
rd

s, "th
e C

o
tru

n
issio

n
 

co
v

ered
 itself w

ith
 sh

am
e." 

A
n
d
 S

au
v
ag

e say
s th

at th
e 

sc
a
n
d
a
l th

a
t a

tte
n
d
e
d
 th

e
 in

-
v
estig

atio
n
, first in

 D
allas an

d
 

th
en

 in
 W

ash
in

g
to

n
, d

id
 

not 
e
n
d
 w

ith
 p

u
b
lic

a
tio

n
 o

f th
e
 

W
arren

 R
ep

o
rt. 

O
n 

th
e
 c

o
n
tra

ry
, th

e
 R

e
p
o
rt 

m
ad

e it p
erm

an
en

t, fo
r it p

ro
v
ed

 
th

at th
e C

om
m

ission, on the pre-
text 

th
a
t it w

a
s a

 b
o
a
rd

 o
f in

-
q
u
iry

 a
n
d
 n

o
t a

 c
o
u
rt. h

a
d
 ig

-
n
o
red

 n
o
t o

n
ly

 th
e ru

les of 
pro-

ced
u
re b

u
t also 

the principles of 
justice. 	

. . 
T

he 
C

ornim
ssion 

does not reach a verdict; it m
ere-

ly
 states a fact. T

h
e d

istin
ctio

n
 

is v
ery

 su
b

tle . . it is also
 v

ery
 

hypocritical. 

S
au

v
ag

e ex
p
lain

s u
lly

 h
e w

m
te 

T
h

e O
sw

ald 
fa

ir: 
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 D

Y
L

A
N

: F
O

L
K
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C
K

 H
E

R
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L
a

w
re

n
c
e

 G
o

ld
m

a
n

 

R
ib

a
ko

ve
, S

y a
n

d
 B

a
rb

a
ra

. F
o
lk

 R
a
c
k
: T

h
e
 B

o
b
 D

y
la

n
 .S

tory. D
e

ll P
u

b
lis

h
-

in
g
 C

o
. N

e
w

 Y
o
rk

. 1
9
6
6
. $

.5
0
. P

p
. 1

2
4
. 

I 

B
e

fo
re

 p
u

b
lic

a
tio

n
 o

f th
e

 W
a

r-
re

n
 R

e
p
o
rt, th

e
re

 w
a
s
 th

e
 ir-

re
s
is

tib
le

 re
a
c
tio

n
 a

g
a
in

s
t th

e
 

a
u
d
a

c
ity

 o
f th

o
s
e
 w

h
o
 lo

u
d
ly

 p
ro

-
c
la

im
e

d
 th

e
 d

e
a

d
 m

a
n

's
 g

u
ilt b

u
t 

a
s
k
e
d
 th

o
s
e
 w

h
o
 h

a
d
 d

o
u
b
ts

 to
 

k
e

e
p

 s
ile

n
t. A

fte
r th

e
 R

e
p

o
rt, 

th
e
re

 w
a
s
 s

o
m

e
th

in
g
 e

v
e
n
 m

o
re

 
irre

s
is

tib
le

: th
e
 fe

e
lin

g
 th

a
t, in

 

th
is

 c
a

s
e

, s
ile

n
c
e

 w
o

u
ld

 g
iv

e
 c

o
n

-
s
e
n
t to

 in
ju

s
tic

e
. 

T
h

e
re

 h
a

s b
e

e
n

 th
e

 b
e

g
in

n
in

g
 

o
f a

n
 e

n
d
 to

 th
e
 s

ile
n
c
e
, w

ith
 

th
e
 b

o
o
ks d

iscu
sse

d
 h

e
re

 a
n
d
 

w
ith

 th
e
 b

e
la

te
d
 a

tte
n
tio

n
 n

o
w

 
b

e
in

g
 b

e
sto

w
e

d
 o

n
 e

a
rlie

r critic-
is

m
 th

a
t w

a
s
 ig

n
o

re
d

 w
h

e
n

 it 
w

a
s first p

u
b

lish
e

d
. T

h
o

se
 w

h
o

 
fro

m
 th

e
 b

e
g
in

n
in

g
 h

a
v
e
 re

-
fu

se
d

 b
y sile

n
ce

 to
 g

ive
 co

n
se

n
t 

to
 in

ju
s
tic

e
 w

e
re

 fe
w

 in
 n

u
m

-
b

e
r. T

h
e

ir ra
n

k
s
 a

re
 g

ro
w

in
g

 
n
o
w

. B
u
t it re

m
a
in

s
 fo

r th
e
 

c
o

u
n

try
 a

s
 a

 w
h

o
le

 to
 re

fu
s
e

 
h
a
n
d
-o

u
ts

 o
f m

a
n
a
g
e
d
 tru

th
 

su
ch

 a
s th

e
 W

a
rre

n
 R

e
p

o
rt, a

n
d

 
to

 u
s
e

 its
 m

o
ra

l a
n

d
 p

o
litic

a
l 

p
o

w
e

r to
 se

cu
re

 th
e

 tru
th

 a
b

o
u

t 
the assassination, about the G

ov- 

e
rn

m
e

n
t a

n
d

 its
 la

c
k
e

y
s
, w

h
o

 
g
a
ve

 u
s su

ch
 e

xp
e
n
sive

 a
n
d
 in

-
su

ltin
g

 lie
s. a

n
d

 a
b

o
u

t th
e

 b
ru

ta
l 

s
p
ill o

f b
lo

o
d
 a

t h
o
m

e
 a

n
d
 

a
b
ro

a
d
 w

h
ich

 is m
a
kin

g
 "A

m
e
r-

ica
n
' a

n
 o

b
sce

n
e
 w

o
rd

 a
ll o

ve
r 

th
e
 w

o
rld

. 

B
e

tw
e

e
n

 1
9

6
1

 a
n

d
 1

9
6

4
 w

e
 

h
a

ve
 se

e
n

 a
ssa

ssin
a

te
d

 P
a

trice
 

L
u
rn

in
n
b
a
. N

go
 D

in
h
 D

ie
m

 a
n
d
 

N
g

o
 D

in
h

 N
h

u
. a

n
d

 Jo
h

n
 F

itz-
g
e
ra

ld
 K

e
n
n
e
d
y. O

n
ly th

o
se

 in
-

d
e
n
tu

re
d
 to

 th
e
 E

sta
b
lish

m
e
n
t 

o
r irre

ve
rsib

ly b
ra

in
w

a
sh

e
d

 w
ill 

co
n
tin

u
e
 to

 in
sist o

n
 th

e
 so

rd
id

 
fictio

n
 o

f th
e
 ra

n
d
o
m

 "lo
n
e
 a

s-
sa

ssin
" e

ve
n
 a

s th
e
y g

a
ze

 u
p
o
n
 

th
e
 trin

ity
. A

n
d
, s

in
c
e
 th

e
y
 re

-
m

a
in

 in
 th

e
 m

a
jo

rity
, it is

 c
e
r-

ta
in

 th
a

t th
e

 sla
u

g
h

te
r w

ill co
n

-
tin

u
e
. a

t h
o
m

e
 a

n
d
 in

 th
e
 little

 
co

u
n
trie

s w
e

 "p
ro

te
ct." 

in
 D

a
lla

s a
fte

r N
o

ve
m

b
e

r 2
2

, 
1
9
6
3
 th

e
 ch

ic re
m

a
rk a

t co
ck-

ta
il p

a
rtie

s w
a
s "w

e
 sh

o
u
ld

 h
a
ve

 
in

v
ite

d
 h

im
 s

o
o
n
e
r." It is

 la
te

r 
th

a
n
 w

e
 th

in
k

. 
 

T
h
is is a

 p
a
p
e
rb

a
ck "o

rig
in

a
l" 

o
b

vio
u

sly p
u

b
lish

e
d

 a
t th

is tim
e

 
in

 o
rd

e
r to

 ca
p
ita

lize
 o

n
 th

e
 fo

lk-
ro

ck cra
ze

 w
h
ile

 it is still, in
 th

e
 

im
m

o
rta

l w
o
rd

s
 o

f M
u
rra

y
 th

e
 

K
, w

h
a
t's

 h
a
p
p
e
n
in

g
. U

n
d

e
r 

these circum
stances it w

ould not 
b

e
 s

u
rp

ris
in

g
 if th

e
 b

o
o

k
 w

a
s
, 

like
 m

o
st o

f its g
e

n
re

, in
fin

ite
ly 

b
a

n
a

l. In
ste

a
d

 th
e

 R
ib

a
ko

ve
's 

have w
ritten a suprisingly honest 

a
n
d
 ca

re
fu

l w
o
rk. T

h
o
u
g
h
 th

e
 

b
o
o
k
 h

a
s
 its

 s
h
a
re

 o
f c

lic
h
e
s
 

a
b
o
u
t "a

rt" a
n
d
 "life

" a
n
d
 is

 
m

u
ch

 to
o
 cu

rso
ry, it h

e
lp

s p
u
t 

th
e

 D
yla

n
 p

ro
b

le
m

 in
 so

m
e

 so
rt 

of perspective. 
T

h
e

 p
h

ra
se

 "th
e

 D
yla

n
 p

ro
b

-
le

m
" so

u
n
d
s ra

th
e
r p

e
cu

lia
r. A

f-
te

r a
ll, n

o
 o

n
e

 is ta
lkin

g
 a

b
o

u
t 

th
e

 B
a

e
z
 p

ro
b

le
m

 o
r th

e
 V

a
n

 
R

o
n

k p
ro

b
le

m
. B

u
t D

yla
n

 is d
if-

fe
re

n
t: D

yla
n
 is m

o
re

 th
a
n
 a

 fo
lk  

singer, m
ore than an entertainer;  

h
e
 is a

 cu
ltu

re
 h

e
ro

. S
co

re
s o

f 
p
e
o
p
le

. fro
m

 P
la

yb
o
y b

u
n
n
ie

s to
 

H
a
rva

rd
 u

n
d
e
rg

ra
d
u
a
te

s. re
g
a
rd

 
h
im

 a
s a

 m
e
n
to

r, a
 b

a
rd

, a
 fo

rce
. 

C
u

ltu
re

 h
e

ro
e

s te
n

d
 to

 b
e

 a
s 

n
u

m
e

ro
u

s a
s C

h
e

vro
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