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Clerics Urge
Soul Search

In Slayings

By GEORGE W. CORNELL
Associated Press Religion Writer
The ugly face of violence showed itself again Sunday. Hate
killed another. A lowly man, this time. But the nation’s
moral leaders said this killing, like the assassination of the
president, reflected a blight in the temper of the people.

Something is wrong, they|
said, something deep and cor-
rosive, that would bring this
wild succession of fury and
vengeance bursting to the sur-
face. ) )

They said it called for soull’
searching on the part of all|
Americans. _
It was only a scorned and|.
bitter murder suspect who died.
As the accused killer of the|
president of the United States,|- -
he was an object of mass out-
rage. Yet religious leaders said
his death grew from the same|.
poison that wrought the other.

“We have been eyewitnesses
to hatred in its final form—
unremorseful, latent hatred,”
said the Rev. John J. Wilkes, a
Charleston (W. Va.) Baptist.

The Rev. William H. Dickin-
son, jr., pastor of what is re-
putedly the largest Methodist
church in the world, told his
congregation in Dallas:

“Isn’t it ironic” that the ac-
cused presidential assassin was
“a pro-Communist, an extreme
leftist—when only recently our
city made headlines with the

Ambassador Adlai Stevenson’s
visit? .

(Stevenson, United States
ambassador to the United Na-
tions, was spat upon and hit
on a recent visit to Dallas.)

“But if that fact is ironic,”
Mr. Dickinson continued, “it is
also prophetic.

“Hate knows no political loy-
alty and is as deadly and as

. plodes in violence in the ex-

vicious in the heart ana mina
of liberals and those to the far
right as those to the far left|
alike. . . .”

Cannot Understand

“Hate symbolizes a turmoil
that no one seems to be able to
understand at the moment,”
said the Rev. Robert C. .John-
son, dean of Ya.le D1v1n1ty
school. - .

Rabbi Moms AdIer of South-
field, Mich., quoted from the
Talmud: “This is like a day in
which the sun sets at noon.”
He added:

“This act indicated the exist-
ence of savage and unredeemed
areas in our life . . . what ex-

tremists, exists in a passive and
quiescent form in the nor-
mal. ...

“We ought to examine our
own hearts.”

Some people; in casual re-
marks, gave voice to the senti--
ment that cut down Oswald.

“Well, they got him at last,”
a Manhattan :taxi driver re-
marked. "It was about time.,
He had it commg e |

And a house painter in ai
south side Chicago coffee shop|
said:

“If they were to turn that!
Oswald loose on any corner of:
the world, including Russia, he
would be dead in two minutes.”

Starkest Case

Is'it true? Is.it true of Amer-
ica? Is that our mood? These
are the questions that disturbed
ethical leaders, as they pon-
dered the image of America in
this starkest case of modern
times.

The- slain Oswald had a drab
background — rejected by par-
ents, school, the marines, even
by Soviet Russm.

“Many people will say, "Oh,
he was jus a madman, a luna-
tic, a smirch on the human
race,’” said the Rev. Michael
Allen, rector of New York's St.
Mark’s Church in the Bour-
werie. - '

“But tragically, this is not
true. He was terribly respon-




sive to a mood at work among
the American people, a mood
revealed in bombings, jailings
of little children whose whole
race has in a sense been re-
jected.

“In a strange way, this man
Oswald gave expression to
something America has been
saying.” ;

Rabbi Dr.. Jacob Milgrom of
Richmond, Va. took up the
theme:

“It is a barometer of the kind
of violence, the temper of vio-
lence, which actually the presi-
dent has been trying to curb.
. . . He saw the violence of ex-
tremism burgeoning throughout
the country and was trying to
combat it.”

Tragedy Compounded

“A contradiction of every-
thing President Kennedy stood
for,” said the Rev. Edwin R,
Edmonds, a New Haven (Conn.)
Congregationalist pastor, of the
Oswald killing. “This com-
pounds the tragedy.” ;

And the Rev. Phillip M.

Dripps, pastor of Chicago’s|
:Ogden Park Methodist church,|

said: _

“The lesson in the death of
the president was that hatred
and violence must be purged
from the hearts of men.

“This (the Oswald killing)
only confirms it.”

“One wonders,” said the Rt.
Rev. James A. Pike, Episcopgl
bishop of a northern California

assassin of the assassin? The

conclusion is, we are in a bad
way."”

Happens Too Often

Dr. Walter R. Courtenay,

Presbyterian pastor and author,

said of the seemingly revenge

diocese, “who now shoots the-

Masmaaes e

this too often in this country
now. It's part of the resistance|
to change." .

The Tennessee clergyman
added: “They (unidentified)|.
are not only preaching resist-|-
ance to change but preaching
hatred, too. And you cannot
preach hatred in this country
and get any result but what we
-are getting now.” :

The Rev. Franklin Clark
Fry, president of the Lutheran
Church in America and chair-
man of the central committee
of the World Council of
:Churches, commented:

“This second act of violence
must have a sobering effect on
Americans, and call on us-to
turn away from the strain of
violence - that seems to run
through all our lives these
days. '

Self-Control Needed

“Life, as the gift of God,
deserves to be respected far
more than it is, and self-con-
trol ought to be restored....”

Dr. R. H. Edwin Espy, gen-
eral secretary of the National
Council of Churches, said:

“These acts of wanton mur-
der have sobered the nation.
. . . They are crimes against
man, God and country.

“The hatred which generated
two such deeds is a threat to
civilized society. ., . It is a total
tragedy to us as human beings,
a violation of our heritage as
a nation of law and justice,
and a betrayal of our Judeo-
Christian view of life as a
sacred gift of God. .

“We may hope and pray that
the people of America will see

slaying of the accused presi-
dential assassin, “We are doing

in these tragic events a new
summons as a nation to put
reason above passion, law
above violence and love above
malevolence.”




