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T

h
e late P

resid
en

t K
en

n
ed

y
 

w
ill b

e rem
em

b
ered

 b
y
 th

is 
w

riter fo
r h

is b
rillian

t, eag
er 

m
ind, of course, but even m

ore 
fo

r h
is in

cred
ib

le ch
arm

, h
is 

quick Irish w
it and his life lov-

ing, happy disposition. 
T

h
o
u
g
h
 I m

et an
d
 talk

ed
 to

 
h
im

 o
n
 h

is first v
isit h

ere as a 
'freshm

an congressm
an in 1947, 

in
 1

9
5
7
 an

d
 1

9
5
8
, it w

as n
o
t 

until his three day tour in A
pril 

1
9
5
9
 th

at I g
o
t to

 k
n
o
w

 h
im

 
at all w

ell. 
Ira

 K
a
p
e
n
ste

in
, th

e
n
 a

 re
-

porter for T
he M

ilw
aukee Jour-

nal and now
 aide to P

ostm
aster 

G
 en e r a I G

ronouski, accom
-

p
an

ied
 M

r. K
en

n
ed

y
 o

n
 th

at 
to

u
r. Its p

u
rp

o
se w

as o
b
v
io

u
s-

ly to test the W
isconsin clim

ate 
for his unannounced candidacy 
for president. 

It w
a
s a

n
 o

p
e
n
 se

c
re

t, o
f 

course, that he intended to run 
in

 1
9
6
0
 b

u
t it w

as n
o
t certain

  

h
e w

o
u
ld

 en
ter th

e W
isco

n
sin

 
D

em
ocratic presidential prim

ary 
ag

ain
st S

en
ato

r H
u
m

p
h
rey

 
(D

em
., M

in
n
.), w

h
o
 w

as v
ery

 
popular w

ith W
isconsin D

em
o-

crats. 
In

 a n
ew

s co
n
feren

ce at th
e 

M
ilw

au
k
ee P

ress clu
b
 w

e all 
tried to m

ake then S
enator K

en-
n
ed

y
 ad

m
it h

e p
lan

n
ed

 to
 ru

n
 

fo
r p

resid
en

t an
d
 it w

as th
is 

purpose w
hich brought him

 to 
W

isco
n
sin

. B
u
t M

r. K
en

n
ed

y
 

cleverly evaded us. 
I had m

et T
ed (T

heodore C
.) 

S
orensen, w

ho w
as special ad-

v
ise

r to
 th

e
 p

re
sid

e
n
t, th

e
 

m
o
n
th

 b
efo

re at a m
id

w
est 

D
em

o
cratic co

n
feren

ce, an
d
 I 

insisted that S
orensen had been 

here to sam
ple the clim

ate, too. 
B

ut M
r. K

ennedy pleasantly de-
m

urred. 
S

orensen had been som
ew

hat 
alarm

ed because the president's 
brother, R

obert K
ennedy, then 

counsel to the M
cC

lellan senate  

rackets com
m

ittee, had said at 
a new

s conference that efforts 
b
y
 b

o
th

 sid
es, lab

o
r an

d
 m

an
-

ag
em

en
t, h

ad
 b

een
 m

ad
e to

 
intim

idate him
. 

I recall taking S
orensen in a 

taxi to the old S
entinel building 

so
 h

e co
u
ld

 see h
o
w

 th
e w

ire 
services w

ere playing the story, 
and they played it big. S

orensen 
ap

p
eared

 co
n
cern

ed
 as to

 th
e 

effect th
is w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e o
n
 M

r. 
K

ennedy. 
T

hat triangular tour by plane 
a
n
d
 a

u
to

 w
e
n
t u

p
 th

e
 la

k
e
 

sh
o
re to

 S
h
eb

o
y
g
an

, th
en

 b
y
 

plane to B
eloit, Janesville, M

ad-
ison, up to G

reen B
ay, then by 

m
otor to A

ppleton for a S
atur-

day night talk at a church hall. 
T

h
en

 w
e w

en
t b

ack
 to

 G
reen

 
B

ay w
here the w

hole K
ennedy 

party, w
hich included 15 or 20 

eastern new
sm

en and m
agazine 

w
rite

rs, b
o
a
rd

e
d
 th

e
 p

la
n
e
 

w
hich dropped K

apenstein and 
m

e in M
ilw

aukee. 

I distinctly recall that in A
p-

pleton, as M
r. K

ennedy, S
oren- 

sen and I stood at an auto, M
r. 

K
en

n
ed

y
 ask

ed
,  "W

h
en

 sh
all 

w
e th

ree m
eet ag

ain
?" S

o
ren

-
sen

, alw
ay

s ap
t w

ith
 
. a quota- 

tion, gave the line of the three 
w

itches in S
hakespeare's "M

ac-
b
e
th

" th
a
t it w

o
u
ld

 
be 

in 
"thunder, lightning and in rain," 
or approxim

ately that. 
D

u
rin

g
 th

at trip
 all th

e re-
p
o
rters h

ad
 tim

e to
 co

n
v
erse 

w
ith M

r. K
ennedy in auto and 

plane. I recall asking him
 how

 
his grandfather John F

itzgerald, 
got the nicknam

e "H
oney F

itz." 
M

r. K
en

n
ed

y
 o

p
in

ed
 th

at it 
w

as from
 his sw

eet tenor voice 
in

 a B
o
sto

n
 q

u
artet th

at fea-
tured "S

w
eet A

deline." 
H

e also
 to

ld
 a v

ery
 fu

n
n
y
 

story about S
enatoi S

altonstall 
(R

ep., M
ass.) at a S

t. P
atrick's 

day dinner in B
oston, claim

ing 
to

 b
e Irish

 "b
y
 asso

ciatio
n
 b

e- 

cau
se I h

av
e an

 
Irish chauf-

feur." 
M

r. K
en

n
ed

y
 w

ro
te to

 m
e 

after h
e g

o
t b

ack
 to

 W
ash

in
g
-

to
n
. T

h
e letter, d

ated
 A

p
r. 2

3
, 

1
9
5
9
, is o

n
e I w

ill n
o
w

 h
av

e 
fram

ed
. It o

p
en

ed
 "D

ear C
y
" 

an
d
 w

en
t o

n
: 

"W
h
ile sittin

g
 at th

e airp
o
rt 

(m
u
n
ch

in
g
 o

n
 a h

am
b
u
rg

er as 
I recall) th

e m
o
rn

in
g
 y

o
u
 left 

us, I discovered another side of 
your nature: I read w

ith delight 
y
o
u
r article in

 th
e S

u
n
d
ay

 p
a-

p
er o

n
 p

o
etry

 an
d
 en

jo
y
ed

 it. 
It w

as a p
leasu

re to
 h

av
e y

o
u
r 

excellent com
pany throughout 

o
u
r v

isit to
 W

isc
o
n
sin

 a
n
d
 

Jack
ie an

d
 I w

an
t to

 ex
p
ress 

our appreciation." 
T

h
e article referred

 to
 w

as 
in the S

tage W
hispers colum

n. 
M

rs. K
en

n
ed

y
 h

ad
 acco

m
-

panied her husband on part of 
th

at to
u
r, b

u
t h

ad
 left b

efo
re 

it w
as o

v
er to

 retu
rn

 to
 W

ash
- 



ington. 
Greeted Him Alone 

Mr. Kennedy flew here July 
31, 1959, in a private plane and 
I greeted him at the airport. 
Nobody else was there at the 
moment because he entered by 
an unannounced gate. 

Always courteous, he re-
marked that "it was good of 
you to come out." 

Reporters met him again at 
the airport in January, 1960, 
when he came to announce he 
would enter the Wisconsin pres-
idential primary. I recall driv-
ing to the airport with Gerald 
Bruno, now on the Democratic 
national committee, and Ken-
neth O'Donnell, an aide to Mr. 
Kennedy, both of whom worked 
in the Wisconsin campaign. 

During the spring campaign, 
I covered Mr. Kennedy on 
many occasions. My wife, Cleo, 
had met him in April, 1959, 
when he spoke at the Milwau-
kee Press club's Gridiron din-
ner. 

In March, 1960, at a recep-
tion in the Schroeder hotel, at 
which Mrs. Kennedy was pres-
ent, he was greeting people 
with both hands, and shook 
mine with his left hand, recog-
nized my wife, down the line 
and reached out with his right 
hand to greet her. 

At the Los Angeles conven-
tion, Mr. Kennedy visited the 
Alexandria hotel where the 

Wisconsin,  delegation was quar-
tered. We met fleetingly in a 
corridor. When he was here in 
October, 1960, campaigning, I 
did not get to speak to him..  
His next visit was May 2, 19621 
as president of the United 
States 

"I Was Thrilled" 
There was an e no rm o us 

crowd to meet him at the air-
port, including party leaders 
and public officials. Though I 
have covered many dignitaries, 
I admit I thrilled like a school-
boy when Mr. Kennedy spotted 
me about 20 feet off from his 
car, strode over and said: 

"How are you Cy Rice? My 
best regards to The Sentinel." 

In Oct., 1963, after he had 
canceled out his Milwaukee 
visit because of the Cuban,  
crisis, he greeted me as I stood 
near the presidential jet, at 
O'Hare field, Chicago, and re-
marked he had met "my cousin 

M Minnesota," meaning my 
nephew, James I. Rice, political 
secretary to Gov. Rolvaag of 
Minnesota. 

Mr. Kennedy's last visit to 
Wisconsin was Sept. 24 when 
he spoke briefly in Ashland 
while on a western tour. The 
writer missed talking to him in 
Ashland and Duluth. 


