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EDITORIALS 
Assassination 
Roundup 

by Ivan Dryer 
Dr. Cyri 1 H. Wecht, for some time 
a critic of the Warren Commiss-
ion, became the second private 
medical expert al lowed to exam-
ine the heretofore sealed autopsy 
materials of the late president 
Kennedy. Wecht, Coroner for Al-
legheny County, Pennsylvanis,and 
past president of the American 
Academy of Forensic Sciences, 
who was called in to assist Los 
Angeles Coroner Thomas Noguchi 
in the autopsy of Robert Kennedy 
examined the Kennedy X-rays, 
photographs and other evidence 
for 'two days in the national Arch 
ives. He disclosed that some of 
the materials he expected to find, 
including microscopic tissue sli-
des taken from the wound areas 
and the preserved brain of the 
president, were NOT in the arch- 
ives. 	• 

These materials, he claimed, 
in an interview, were essential 
to determining• if the al leged ass-
aisin, Lee Harvey Oswald,could 
have inflicted all of the wounds 
from his alleged rear firing pos-
ition on the sixth floor window of 
the Texas Schoolbook Depository, 
Building in Dallas. 

In a subsequent telephone inter-
view with KABC communicator .  

Elliot•Mintz, Dr. Wecht said he 
planned to petition Kennedy fam-
ily representative Burke Marsh-
all for the missing pieces of evi-
dence as well as a memorandum 
of transfer signed by JFK's per-
sonal physician. Vice. Admiral, 
George C. Berkeley when he de-
livered the items to Evelyn Linc-
oln, Kennedy's secretary who was 
then inventorying his effects at 
the archives. 

The memorandum liMed the ' 
'missing items, the whereabouts 
of which no one, including Mars-, 
all, Mrs. Lincoln, and govern-
ment officials, seems able or 
willing to disclose. 

Wecht called attention to an 
object he described as being sha-' 
' ped I ike a parallelogram one inch 
high by three quarters of an inch 
long which certain photographs 
revealed in the president's brain. 
The object was not mentioned in 
the original autopsy report in '63 
and was referred to briefly in a 
report by a fOr-doctor panel 

convened by then Attorney Gen. 
Ramsey Clark prior to the Clay, 
Shaw trial. Wecht surmised that 
the object, lodged in the top of 
the brain, could be a brain tumor, 
or a flattened' bullet fragment. 
(if the latter is true:' it would 
represent an additional bullet, 
at least one more than Oswald 
could have, fired in the elicited 
time.) The pathologist, who is 
also a lawyer, termed it 'unacc-
eptable that the public has never 
been told 'what it was.' He con-
continued that his des i re to exa m-
ine .  this object. was a prime mo-
tivation for seeking the additional 

materials (including the brain) 
and said he would askpermission 
to bring with hiM a team of ex-
perts consisting of a pathologist, 
criminalist, 	firearms expert, 
neurosurgeon and document ex-
pert to study all the relevant 
evidence. 

After seeing the materials so 
far available to him, Wecht has 
reportedly suggested that at least 

'two gunmen were involved in the 
1963 assassination but only the 
mis'ing evidence could prove it. 
or disprove it. 

As we noted in our last issue, 
Attorneys for former Deputy Dis-
trict Attorney Jack Kirschke have 
filed a petition for a writof habe-
as corpus. Kirschke, convicted of 
killing his wife and her paramour 
in 1967, is currently awaiting the 
disposition of his appeal, heard 
.Hine 27, as well as the petition, 
which seeks an evidentiary hear-
ing and reversal .of his conviction 

The 190-page document, which 
charges LAPD forensic chemist 
Dewayne Wolfer with wilful and 
perjurious testimony,-  was filed 
Friday, June 23. Th0 STAR prin-
ted a brief flash about it which 
reached the. newsstands the.fol- 
lowing Tuesday. The lowlyunder-
ground Los Angeles Star appears 
to be the first and still the only 
publication to have made any ref-
erence to this important news 
story. Nor have the other media 
been excessive in their coverage 
of it. 
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