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Bradbury:
The Martians
Are Here

(3] v the time American astronauts landed on the

l » Imoon Ray Bradbury had already made it to
Mars and back.

Bradbury is supremely confident that extra-

terrestrial life exists in the universe — and that if it

doesn’t, “We'll put it there,"[Continued on page 13/

‘HoneyBruce
On Lenny,
Junk, and Sex

oney Bruce, former stripper, ex-con, les-
bian, hervin addict and wife of controversial
social satirist Lenny Bruce, was back in Los
Angeles last week p ing her bicgrapt
I_Horwy. {Continued on page 4]

Ueteran Cops Say

Arrest Near

LAPD Closes In On Strangler

DLAPD’S Hillside Strangler Task Force is closing in on their man — and may even

know his identity — the Free Press has learned from informed sources close to the
investigation. i i

“The Task Force guys have gotten tight-lipped in the last few days,” a veteran LAPD

homicide investigator said. *‘That usually means they're on to something. Another thing,

all of us on homicide are continuing to feed them leads, but  [Continued on page 7]

... But Mexican Tip Ignored

brutal murder in Mexico that bore striking similarities to the rash of local
stranglings. :

A local citizen telephoned the Task Force two months ago and told them about a young

woman from the town of Nuevas Casas Grandes who was raped, strangled and mutilated.

Her assailant, a young Mexican-Chinese who was known to [Continued on page 7}

JFR ASSASSINATION PROBE

[DAPD’.; Hillside Strangler Task Force refused to follow up a promising lead on a

Key Staffers Out:

CIR/FBI Recused

(Syecause of the manipulations by the FBI and CIA, the House Select Committee on
I » !Assasaixmtions has been forced to divert its focus from possible involvement of the
two agencies in the murders. This has effectively destroyed the committee’s abili-
ty to conduct a full and serious inquiry into the assassination, according to committee
sources, :
Lawyers, researchers and staff members have been fired, asked to resign or have resign-
ed out of frustration.
The committee’s general counsel, Robert G. Blakey, a former professor of law at
Cornell has refused to subpoena any documents from the file of the FBI and CIA regar-
ding the two murders. In fact, according to sources, one researcher was asked to leave

after requesting that relevant intelligence files be subpeenaed.
" During the past few days, I have spoken with a number of investigators, researchers,
[Continued on page 8]

and lawyers from the Select Committee staff. The overall
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' Staffers
/FBI Recused

BY MARK LANE

had been a conspiracy in either or both

[Centinued from cover]
impression they give is that the com-
mittee has “surrendered” to the CLA and
FBL

Specifically, from a variety of sources
deep inside the committes, the following

— Nevertheless, Richard Sprague, the
former chief counsel to the committee
says that he hae learned that the com-
mittee “plans to issue a final report
stating that there was no conspiracy in
the King or Kennedy assassinations.”

information has been d D
—- Two key staffers — the head of the
task force investigating the King murder

and the chief of research for both

CIA & FBI CONTROL

The Select C ittee was established

and the bureau will have them for
breakfast." ;

The latest resignations, in particular,
indicate that the CIA and FBI have the
committee under control,

Two weeks ago, Donovan Gay, the chisf
of research for both investigations, was
forced to resign by Blakey, Gay is a
scholar and former her for the

have to cooperate with you as chief
her.” Gay sub 4 Pz

telling his associates that he was forced to
resign and that he was, in effect, fired.
Also forced off the committee just a few
days ago was Robert Lehner, head of the
task force investigating the Martin
Luther King death, a former top
in the New York District At-

Library of Congress and for the House
Subcommittee on Privacy.

in the fall of 1976 in response to more than
one million letters to congressmen from
i Almost from its inception, it

— have resigned in the
past few weelks because of restrictions on
pursuing CIA and FBI inf: ion, Com-

mitiee Chairmen Louis Stokes (D-Ohio)
said they resigned on their own initiative,
Other sources, including one of the
staffers, insist, however, that they were
forcad off the staff.

Committee Chairman Stokes adamant--
ly denied the charges that there was tur.
moil on the committee and that the CIA
and FBVI stymied the investigation of the
assasginations.

— Scientific tests arranged by the staff,
including neutron activation analysis,
photo-analysis and ballistic tests have
destroyed the official teports on the two
assassinations. Nevertheless, a report is'
now being prepared by the committee
that does not state that such tests have
been conducted. In fact, the report falsely
states that such tests will be made in the
future, -

— One committee investigator gave
Blakey & key document — perhaps the
most explosive yat — on the proviso that
Blakey show it only to top committee
members. Blakey agreed and then turned
the documents over to the CIA.

— I took a poll of 13 researchers, in-
vestigators and lawyers who have par-
ticipated in one or both of the in-
vestigations and who were willing to dis-

cusa their conclusions, Of them, 12 said 4

they had seen evidence proving that there

began to uncover extremely important in-
formation about both murders.

Now there are serious questions
whether any of that information — par-
ticularly that which pertains to the CIA
and FBI — will be pursued. And the latest
turmoil within "the committes recalls
what a former FBI agent said at the com-
mittee's outset: “The company (the CIA)

According to a reliable source, Blakey
called Gay into his office and said, “The
CIA has come to me. They said it would
be much easier on them if they did not

torney’s office, who later had also been
pursuing more information from the FBI
and CIA,

Sources said that Blakey told Lehner he
wae displeased with Lehner's in-
vestigative plan and wanted the scope of
Lehner's inquiries ‘‘narrowed
drastically.” :

Blakey wanted Lehner, the sources
said, to concentrate solely on the ac.
tivities of James Earl Ray, in much the
same fashion that the Warren Commis-
sion had focused sclely on Lee Harvey
Oswald. Lahner protested, stating that he
wanted to investigate all of the cir-
cumstances surrounding the murder of
Dr. King.

In an effort to keep his job, Lehner went
before the full select committes. Accor-
ding to sources, four of the members were
extremely upset at the turn of events:

. Yvonne Braithewaite-Burke (D-
Calif.}, Robert W. Edgar (D-Penn.),
Stewart McKinney (R-Conn.) and Harold
Ford (D-Tenn.). But wanting to avoid an
open fr ion, the four 11
agreed with Blakey and the rest of the
committee to remove Lehner as head of
the King investigation.

Lehner resigned effective the end of this
month. Reached in Washington, Blakey
refused to comment on the resignations.

THE RAILROADING OF
RICHARD SPRAGUE

Lehner and Gay are now the third and
fourth major staff figures to depart. In
both - BN H

by the CIA and FBI were also a factor.

First to leave was Richard Sprague, the
original staff director and general counse],
Sprague is known as a tough and
succesaful prosecutor and head of the in-
vestigation in Pennsylvania which led to
the arrest and conviction of the men who
conspired to murder former mine union
leader Joseph Yablonski. -

At his first public appearance as head
of the Sprague indicated that
he intended to run through inquiry and
would call every relevant witness and ex-
emine every relevant document. He was

Pt g that Ji Ii
Kennedy and John Connally were
assassination witnesaes, and that then
President Gerald Ford had been a
member of the Warren Commisaion,

“Do you intend to call any of them?"
the reporter asked.

Sprague answered simply, “All of
them."

Another national newsman asked

Sprague how he could hope to get top

= secret d from the FBI and CIA
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that the House and Senate Intelligence
Committees had been unable to acquire.
Sprague said, “We are 8 congressional
committee in form; in substance we are
investigating two homicides. We must get
every relevant document from the FBI
files in Washington and from CIA vaults.”

Believing that he could not rely on the
CIA, or Department of Justice for impar-
tial investigators, Sprague pieced
together a staff of experienced prosecutors
who had no previous ties to any of these
agencies.

Lehner was put in charge of the King
murder, and another prosecutor from the
New York District Attorney's office,
Robert Tanenbaum, a specialist in
organized crime, was named to head the
investigation of the murder of President-
Kennedy.

. Sprague also hired Donovan Gay and
Gaeton Fonzi, an experienced in-
vestigator who previously worked for the
Senate Intelligence Committes. Fonzi
was particularly knowledgeable about the
Kennedy assassination.
With Tanenbaum and Lehner
g under § ‘s d
z: \mwvennc evidence in Florida md
and Gay blishing a system
to handae the material, a serious federal
inguiry into both murders got underway
in January, 1977,

Two montha later, several !eadmg

newspapers hegen attacking Sprague's
qualifications and leadership of the com-
mittze. Jommg tn 4 barrage vhst many
observers believed was fed by
from the CIA and FEI, were r.hs New York
Times, Washingtorn Post,
Star and Los Ange!ea Times. The most in-
itially harmful storfes were by David
Burnham of the New York Times.
Burnham filed a series of articles con-
taining information, mueh of it dis-
credited, taken in large part from the
morgues of the two Philadelphia
newspapers. The stories accused Sprague
of past prosecutorial misconduct.-

In the next mpnth other stories
appeared criticizing Sprague’s meanage-
ment of the committee, the amount of
money he was spending and most
damagingly, his purported plans to use
certain electronic devices, i

Chief Counsel Richard Sprague, an early victim.

THE FBI LOBBYING

stress analyzers, during the investigation.
Sprague consistently denied that he had
any such intentions. Accused of being
high-handed with congresamen,
Sprague’s support in the House quickly
eroded as did backing for the Special
Committee,

ians o 2 | CAMPAIGN
Armed with the press cr:t;r::sm of
g the intall made &

stmng effort to use the information to get
the committee killed by the 855th
Congress. Harold E. Ford, a black con-
gressman from Memphis and a member of
the committee charged that “the FBI had

hired former agents to lobby with
Congress against the continuation of the
Select Committee.”

A poll of the House members showed
great hostility to Sprague. The Select
Committee was told that if it decided to
retain Sprague as counsel, it would be
likely to be voted out of existence by the
House. Sprague was asked to resign and
agreed to do so,

— (Almost st the moment this was
happening, Fonzi was on his way to see a
key witness, George De Mohrenschildt, a
Russian emigre who had told the Warren
Commission that it was he who had
brought Lee Harvey Oswald to Dallas. My
own investigations have shown that it was
De Mohrenschildt who got Oswald the job
at the Texas School Book Depesitory. De
Mohrenschildt had previously been
charged by the FBI of being a Nazi spy
during World War [ The committee
astaffers considered him to be a potential
source of crucial information. He was
found dead from a shotgun blast in the
head in his Florida home before he could
be guestioned. The death was officially
labeled a suicide.)

The day after Sprague's resignation,
Tenenbaum called a secret meeting of his
staff. He informed them that he too would
be resigning scon. “I didn't want to
resign,” Taneobeaum told me later.

“] gave up a good job to go to
Washington to investigate the assasiing.
tion of President Kennedy.

“I knew that the threshold question
before us . . . was Oswald's relationship to

[Continued from pege aot

As well as being a recognized in-
vestigator on the Kennedy and King
assassinations, Mark Lane is the at-
torney for James Earl Ray, the man ac-
cused of the slaying of Dr, Martin
Luther King. ’

Lare reports that & key source on the
assassination committee toid him that
“the results of the scientifi¢ examina-
tion of the bullet taken from Dr, King's
body could provide the basis for 8 new
trial for James Earl Ray.”

Lane said he contacted chief com-
mittes counsel Robert . Blakey and,
in his capacity as Ray's attorney asked
Blakey whether the bullet taken from
Dr. King's body had been tested by the
committee, Blakey told him, Lane
zaid, "I can't comment upon that.”

Lane says he told Blakev that as
Ray's attorney he was entitled to any
information relevant to his client. He
then asked Blakev, Lene said, whether
the bullet had been fired from a rifle
owned by James Earl Ray. Lane
quoted Blakey as replying, “It's not
finished, the tests are not finished. [
can’t comment.’”

A Free Press researcher contacted
Blakey, who refused to comment. s

Ring Murder Coverup Proceeds

BY JEFF GOTTLIEB
AND JEFF COHEN

= f you're a news junkie, you might

l have the impression that the FBI

has figured out how James Ear|

Ray financed himself while on the run,

both before and after the assassination of
Martin Luther King.

It has always been a mystery how Ray
acquired the 310,000 he spent traveling
through North America and Europe. But
has the mystery been solved?

Last week the Los Angeles Times
headlined a short erticle, "Filea Reveal
FBI's Belief That Rey Had No Funding In
King's 3laying.” The story referred to
newly released LFBI files concluding
there is no evidence that Ray was
bankrolled by anyone else, that Ray
financed his flight to Europe through a
series of petty robberies, and that Ray liv.
ed very cheaply.

KNX-TV anchorperson Connie Chung
also reported that the money mystery had
been cleared up by new FBI documents
which indicated Hay s mwlveu:lent in a
series of robb inLondon

The Mysterious James Earl Ray, before and after mysierious foreign journey.

The so-called “new" information had
been speeded over the wire by UPI, which
had an exclusive look at 48,000 pages of
FBI dueu.mems

‘‘new’’ documents. [f the
Ta.mes staff had bothered to do any
research they would have realized that
the evidence iz nine years old in some
cases. The conclusion also is the same one
the FBI hes tenaciously clung to since
Ray's capture.

The documents are only new, or newish
to the public. Two years ago public
presaure forced the Justice Department to
review the FBI's investigation of the King
assassination. After 10 months the Justice
Department conciuded Ray's finances
“still remain a mystery today.” After
looking over that report, Attorney General
Griffin Bell also disputed the FBI's ver-
sion of Ray's finances, saying — in a °
February. 1977 L.A. Times article — "I‘d
like to find out where he got his money."

Nobody seemed impressed by the FBI
“robberies.” The Justice Department’s
report detailed how every FBI office in the
country was ordered to search through the

evidence on everv unsolved robbery and
“[Continued on page 30]

'
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[Mexican Tip] Force -hotline. “Obviously the officer | /FBI Accused/ . One attempt by some staff members to
[Continued from page 7] ;; u; i;;id;'t - to _t' . | |{Continued from page 9] Eogp'uh}lc_‘with“thet:o:umant _wan
for questioning, and would be immediats- or telephone officar dosan't see |y, i1 rollizence organizations. This was wal Tk

15 SOHeE i e i ot e enything to it, then that's as far as it goes. ‘the single maoat pressing 2 :"u::e.w mhiﬁi:eamd;:

But a top-level source ran Humberto
Wong's name through the police com-
m for this newspaper and drew a

Most perplesed of all by LAPD's ob-
vious disinterest in the Mexican strangl-
ing is DeThomas, who tried to be of ser-
vice to a frightened community. "T had
been watehing TV news and the police in-
dicated that they were stumped,” he
remembered. "“The police requested that
anybody with any information should
contget the LAPD Strangler Task Force.”

TASK FORCE EXPLAINS
OVERSIGHT

Lt. Dan Cook of LAPD, & spokesman
for the Hillside Strangler Task Force, told
the Free Press there is no record of
DeThomas' call being logged by the Task

Maybe at the time this citizen

) called, the phones were ring-
ing off the hook and the officer should
have spent more time on it but didn't.
The officer makes a determination at that
time, and we only hope that it's correct.

"1 suppose it's possible that relevant
clues are loat," Cook continued. “We try
to be careful.”

Cook eaid the Task Force is continuing
to look for two suspects: “One is Cauca-
sian and the other has an olive complex-
ion, posaibly a Latin.”

The Free Press has turned over all infor-
mation it hes developed on the Rosa
Saenz murder to the LAPD Task Force.

pvstat sl ol 2 i
Anthony Hilder is a special correspondent for
Armerican Star Attractions.

Bruce Henderson is an fnwestigative reparter
for the Free Press who hos written two books on
police agencies, e

single question,
“It became clear that the intelligance
organizations were not going to Eive us
that information and it became clear that
the Congress was not going to take on the
FBI and CIA in order to get that informa-
tion. I knew that it was hopeless.”

Asked what information he was able to
get from the CIA and FBI, Tanenbaum
said, “When I left as counsel in charge of
the Kennedy assassination committes we
had not been able to get a single classified
document from either intelligence group.”

BLAKEY BACKTRACKS

Blakey succeeded Sprague as the new
counsel. Almost immediately he put into
effect a new policy, asking the FBI and
CIA to run bacl i and i

ment but Blakey and the CIA prevailed
upon him not to break the story.

At one secret meeting of assassination
experts that I attended in Washington,
Blakey showed little interest in informa-
tion about possible CIA and FBI involve-
ment in the assassination and focused in
on only one question: Was Fidel Castro
behind the murder of JFK? He asked each
researcher present to give him whataver
evidence they could that might implicate
Castro.

Most committes staffers and past
employees have been deterred from

peaking out by a stat of confid

tiality that Blakey had required them to
sign. Although Sprague disdained such
documents, Blakey had sach employee

checks on new committee personnel.
5 within the i say that
Blakey has cooperated with the FBI and

[King Assassinations
{Continued from page 9}

burglary d during the rel t
time period to see if any could be linked to
Ray. Since he lived in Canada and Mezx-
ico for brief periods, the muthorities in
those countries did the samed. Still, not
one erime could be tied to Ray, except for
the London robbery,

— Ray lived cheaply. Not completely
true. During Ray's North American
travels, he spent time at resorts in both
LCanada and Mexico. He bought a $2,000
car, $600 worth of photographic equip-
ment, and tailor-made clothes. Just while
living in Lo Angeles for four months, Ray
spent $466 on dancing lessons, $220 on a
bartending course and $200 for a nose job.
Then, of course, there were his travel ex.
penses between the United States and
Europe. Cheaply?

— The London bank robbery. Ms.
LChung reported this event as if it were a
new discovery. It was — nine years ago,
Four days before his capture in London,
Ray left behind a fingerprint when he
robbed the Trustee Savings Bank of $240.
When this amount is added to Ray's only
other known source of income, $600 earn-
ed during a two month stint as a dis-
hwasher, it falls far short of explaining the
$10,000 Ray spent in little over a year,

The important question of how James
Earl Ray financed himself still remains
unanswered. By calling its old conclusions
new, the FBI was able to fool some of the
media.

Carl Bernstein, of Woodward and fame,
once said that a reporter should not just
boa M e i

ClAina ber of significant ways. Most
importantly, he has not subpoenaed any
documents from either agency, but has
relied on their “good will” to deliver re-
quested information. In most cases, com-

5ign a

which, if breached
would open them to a long stretch in
federal prison for contempt of Congress if
they discussed what they had learned
about the Kennedy assassination. One

q of such stat ts is to
enable the committee to cover up any
evidence it chooses that the staff might
de:elop.

mittee sources say, the rel infi

tion has not been delivered. The recent
resignations indicate that he has strictly
limited those reg at the i of

gue, who is not under such restric-
tion, recently broke the silence to con-
demn the current trend of the committee.

both agencies.

Committes sources also indicate that
several remaining staff members are con-
sidering resigning. One reason being citsd
is the treatment of Gaeton Fonzi,

Fonzi purportedly unearthed a docu-
ment of such enormous potential that it
was referred to in hushed. terms by the
very few who lmew of its existence as the
“Spanish document.” Fonzi gave the
document to Blakey on the agreement
that he show it only to a few of the most

the events before 'hi.m. In this msunea:
the Times apparently disagreed. °

trusted Blakey
agreed, then photocopied the document
and sent it to the CIA.

Indicating that he was alarmed at the re-
cent turn of avents, Sprague said, “T am
convinced that there is a great deal of very
important, and very serious evidence that
merits a thorough and impartial in-
vestigation.” He added, “The Select
Committee will not examine that
evidence now.

"“The committee is now going through
the motiona by asking for additional fun-
ding to give the impression that it is at
work. What it is really doing, is putting
together statistics to justify and fortify its
final — its p ived con-
clusion — that there was no conspiracy in
sither case.” -




