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Ugly Rumors— 
And the Facts 
BiLMILTON L. KAPLAN 

Examiner Staff Writer 

WHINGTON— The War-
ren'=Commission sought yes-
ter* to still the whispers 
ancRstam, pout the rumors 
that leave multiplied around 
the -„World since the Kennedy 
assiissination. 

The rumors, which have 
hail a particularly receptive 
audience in Europe, include 
hints of conspiracies by fed-
eral and state authorities, 
supposed links between Lee 
Oswald and Jack Ruby, and 
ottkr "facts" to prove Os-
wald could not have been the 
assassin. 

Here, from the commission 
repbrt, are some of the most 
preValent rumors — c all e d 
"speculation"—and the com-
mission's findings: 

Speculation 
The shots that killed the 

President came from the rail-
road overpass above the 
triple' underpass. 

Finding 
The shots that entered the 

neck and head of the Presi-
dent and wounded Gov. Con-
nally came from behind and 
above. There is no evidence 
that any shots were fired at 
the President from anywhere 
other than the Texas School 
Dook Depository building. 

Speculation 
An amateur 8-millimeter 

photograph taken 10 minutes 
before the assassination of 
President Kennedy, showed 
two silhouettes at the sixth 
floor window of the deposi-
tory. 

Finding 
A film taken by an ama-1 

teur photographer, Robert J. 
E. Hughes, just before the 
assassination, shows a shad-
ow in the southeast corner 
window of the sixth floor. 
This .has been determined 
after examination by the FBI 
and the U. S. Navy photo-
graphic interpretation center 
to be the shadow from the 
cartons near the window. 

Speculation 
A picture published widely 

in newspapers and magazines 
after .the assassination 
showed Lee Harvey Oswald 
standing on the front steps of 
the School Book Depository 
building shortly before the 
President's motorcade passed 
by. 

Finding 
The man on the front steps 

of the building, thought or 
alleged by some to be Lee 
Harvey Oswald, is actually 
Billy Lovelady, an employee 
of the depository, who some-
what resemble s Oswald. 
Lovelady has identified him-
self in the picture, and other 
employees of the depository 
standing with him, as shown 
in the picture, have verified 
that he was the man in the 
picture and that Oswald was 
not there. 

Speculation 
Oswald could not have fired 

three shots from the Mann-
licher-Carcano rifle in 51/2 
seconds. 

Finding 
According to expert wit-

nesses, exacting tests con-
ducted from the commission 
demonstrated that it was pos-
sible to fire three shots from 
the rifle within 51/2 seconds. 
It should be noted that the 
first loaded shell was already 
in the chamber ready for fir-
ing: Oswald had only to pull 
the trigger to fire the first 
shot and to work the bolt 
twice in order to fire the sec-
ond and third shots. 

They estified that if the sec-
ond shot missed, Oswald had 
between 4.8 and 5.6 seconds 
to fire the three shots. If 
either the first or third shot 
missed, Oswald had in excess 
of 7 seconds to fire the three 
shots. 

Speculation 
The picture of Oswald ta-

ken by his wife in March or 
April 1963 showing him with  

a rifle and a pistol was "doc-
tored" when it appeared in 
magazines and newspapers 
in February, 1964. The rifle 
held by Oswald in these pic-
tures is not the same rifle 
that was found on the sixth 
floor of the depository. 

Finding 
Life magazine, Newsweek, 

and the New York Times no-
tified the commission that 
they had retouched this pic-
ture. In doing so, they Inad-
vertently altered details of 
the configuration of the rifle. 
The original prints of this 
picture have been examined 
by the commission and by 
photographic experts who 
have identified the rifle as a 

Mannlichter-Caroano 6.5. the 
same kind as the one found 
on the sixth floor of the de-
pository. FBI experts testi-
fied that the picture was ta-
ken with Oswald's camera. 

Speculation 
(Officer J. D. ) Tippit and 

his killer (Oswald) knew 
each other. 

Finding 
Investigation has revealed 

no evidence that Oswald and 
Tippit were acquainted, had 
ever seen each other, or had 
any mutual acquaintances. 
Witnesses to the shooting ob-
served no signs of recogni-
tion between the two men. 

Speculation 
It is probable that Oswald 

had prior contacts with Sov-
iet 'agents before he entered 
Russia in 1959 because his 
application for a visa was 
processed and approved im-
mediately on receipt. 

Finding 
There is no evidence that 

Oswald was in touch with 
Soviet agents before his visit 
to Russia. The time that it 
took for him. to receive his 
visa in Helsinki for entrance 
to the Soviet Union was 
shorter than the average but 
not beyond the normal range 
for granting of such visas. 

Had Oswald been recruited 
as a Russian agent while he 
was still in the Marines, it 
is most improbable that he 
would have been encouraged 
to defect. He would have 
been of greater value to Rus-
sian intelligence as a Marine 
radar operator than as a 
defector. 

Speculation 
Oswald was trained by the 

Russians in a special school 
for assasin at Mink. 

Finding 
Commission investigation 

revealed no evidence to sup-
port this claim or the exist-
ence of such a school in Minsk 
during the time Oswald was 
there. Oswald belonged to a 
hunting club near Minsk, but 
there is no evidence that this 
was other than an ordinary 
hunting club. 

Speculation 
Marina Oswald's father was 

an important part of the Sov-
iet intelligence apparatus. 

Finding 
Marina Oswald's father 

died while she was still an in-
fant. This reference is pre-
sumably to her uncle, Ilya 
Prusakov, who was an exec-
utive in the lumber industry, 
which position carried with it 
the rank of lieutenant colonel 
or colonel in the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs (MVD). Since 
1953 the MVD has not been 
concerned with internal se-
curity or other police lunch-
tion. 

Speculation 
Oswald never have been 

been permitted to return to 
the United States if Soviet 
intelligence had not planned 
to use him in some way 
against the United States. 

Finding 
There is no evidence that 

Oswald bad any working re-
lations/dip with the Soviet gov-
ernment or Soviet intel- 

ligence.. The Russians have 
permitted other American de-
fects to return to the United 

States. 



Speculation 
Oswald came back from 

Mexico City (in 1963) with 
$5,000. 

Finding 
No evidence has ever been 

suplied or obtained to support 
this allegation. Oswald's ac-
tions in Mexico City and after 
his return to Dallas lend no 
support to this speculation. 

Speculation 
Oswald was an informant of 

either the FBI or the CIA. 
He was recruited by an agen-
cy of the U.S. Government 
and sent to Russia in 1959. 

Finding 
Mrs. Marguerite Oswald 

frequently expressed t h e 
opinion that her son was such 
an agent, but she stated be-
fore the commission that "I 
cannot prove Lee is an 
agent." The directors of the 
CIA and of the FBI testified 

! before the commission that 
Oswald was never employed 
by either agency or used by 
either 'agency in any capac-
ity. 

Speculation 
Ruby and Oswald were 

seen together at the Carousel 
Club. 

Finding 
All assertions that Oswald 

was seen in the company of 
Ruby or of anyone else at the 
Carousel Club have been in-
vestigated. None of them 
merits any credence. 

Speculation 
Oswald was seen at shoot-

ing ranges in the Dallas area 
practicing firing with a rifle. 

Finding 
I Marina Oswald stated that I 
on one occasion in March or 

I April 1963, her husband told 
her that he was going to prac-
tice firing with the • rifle. Wit-' 
nesses have testified that, 
they saw Oswald at shooting 
ranges in the Dallas area 
during October and Noveni-
ber 1963. Investigation has 
failed to confirm that the 
man seen by these witnesses 
was Oswald. 

Speculation 
Mrs. Marguerite Oswald 

was shown a photograph of 
Jack Ruby by an FBI agent 
the night before Ruby killed 
her son. 

Finding 
On the night of Nov. 23, 

1963, Special Agent Bardwell 
D. Odum of the FBI showed 
Mrs. Marguerite Oswald a 
picture of a man to deter-
mine whether the • man was 
known to her. Mrs. Oswald 
stated subsequently that the 
picture was of Jack Ruby.' 
The commission has exam-
ined a copy of the photo-
graph and determined that'  
it was not a picture of Jack 
Ruby. 

Speculation 
Was there a small hole in 

the windshield of the Presi-
dent's car? 

Finding 
"The windshield was not 

penetrated by any bullet. A 
I small residue of lead was 
I found on the inside surface 
of the windshield; on the out-
side of the windshield was 
a very small pattern of cracks 
immediately in front of the 
lead residue on the inside. 
The bullet from which this 
lead residue came was prob-
ably one of those that struck 
the President and therefore 
came from overhead and to 
the rear. Experts established 
that the abrasion in the wind-
shield came from impact on 
the inside of the glass." 

Speculation 
Did Oswald seem to recog-

nize Ruby just before he was 
shot? 

Finding 
"The commission has ex- 

amined television tapes and 
motion picture films of the 
shooting and has been unable • 
to discern any facial expres-
sion 

 
 that could be interpreted r' 

to signify recognition of 
Ruby or anyone else in the 
basement of the building." 


