RIFLE IDENTIFIED
BY MRS, 0SWALD,

She Says Husband Owned
Assassination Weapon

By WILLIAM M. BLAIR
Speelal to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Feb. 8 — A
rifle that authorities believe was
used to kill President Kennedy
was identified today by Mrs.
Marina Oswald as the one that
her hushand had kept in their
Texas home.

Chief Justice Earl Warren,
chairman of the Presidential |
commission investigating the|
Nov. 22 assassination, disclosed
the identification of the Italian-
made weapon by the widow of
Lee H. Owsald.

He also said that Mrs. Os-
wald, who was born in the
Soviet Union, testified that her
hushand had used the fictitious
name of “A, Hidell" in some
activities when they lived in
New Orleans last summer, be-
fore moving to Dallas.

That was the name under

which the rifle had heen pur-
chased by mail from a Chicago
sporting goods store.
did not like to believe her hus-
hand killed President Kennedy,
the facts presented to her since
the assassination would not per-
mit her to reach any other
conelusion,” the Chief Justice
said in a statement.

He added that Mrs, Marguer-
ite Oswald, mother of the ac-
cused assassin, would testify
Monday at her request. 8he has
hallenged the widow's state-
ment that Oswals shot Mr. Ken-
nedy.

The Chief Justice siad she
had been invited to bring “with
her such evidence as she has,"
and could have coumsel,

In a Dallas radio interview!
Jan, 28, Oswald's mother asid|
she felt sorry for the widow.!
She said she believed that the|
ifnormation on which Marina|
Oswald had concluded her hus-
band was guilty had come from
Secret Service agents guard-
ing her.

“For a long time I have be-
lieved that a profound effort
has been made to change her
belief in Lee's innocence,” Os-
wald's mother said then.

Calls Her Brave

Chief Justice Warren read a
statement after the commission
had wound up four days of ques-
tioning the 22-year-old Mrs. Os
wald, .

He sald she had also identified
about 145 exhibits gathered by
Federal authorities, including
some of her husband's clothing,
letters and memorandums.

Asked if she had been upset
or had broken down during the|
long identification process, the
Chief Justice replied:

“She was very composed to
ward the whole investigation.
She is very tired. She is a very
brave little woman."

In answer to questions, he
sald the commission had finishe
with her testimony and had told
her “she was free to go."”

He said she had indicated she
was “willing. to come back” if!
the commissioh needed her.

He repeated that she had been
“very cooperative" and had ap-
peared voluntarily with her law-
yver, John M. Thorne of Grand
Prairie, a suburb of Dallas.

Weapoen Described
The rifle found on the sixth

floor of the Texas School Book!

Depository Building in Dallas
after Mr, Kennedy had been
shot was brought to the com-
mission by agents of the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation.

It is a 6.5-millmeter Mannli-
cher-Carcanp equipped with a
telescopic sight. A rifle of that
description was ordered by Os-
wald, under the name of ‘A.
Hidell” from Kelin Sporting
Goods of Chicago last March.
The total cost was $19.95, There
wss & shipping charge of $1.50.

Mrs,Oswald previously had
told authorities that a rifle
matehing a description of the
alleged murder weapon had been
kept by her husband in the
garage of their suburban Irving
home, It was there on Nov. 21,
she said, but was gone the next
morning.

Oswald was seen carrying a
paper-wrapped package into the
hook warehouse, where he had
been employed, the morning of
Nov. 21. Authorities believe it
contained the rifle. .

Two days after Mr. Kennedy'
assassination Oswald was shot
to death in a Dallas jail house
by Jack Ruby, a night-club ope-
rator now awaiting trial for
murder.

Mrs. Oswald was questioned
more than 20 hours by the com-
mission's chief counsel, H. Lee
Rankim of New York, former
Solicior General, Chief Justice
Warren said today that her
counsel, Mr. Thorne, had par-
ticipated in the questioning.

She “told of her life with Lee

Oswald from the time she met
him (in Russia) through the
assassination, and also the ‘
events up to the present time,”
the Chief Justice said.

“She told about her childhgod
and her schooling, and life in
the Soviet Union up to the time
she met Lee Oswald,"” he con-
tinued. “She has filled ineand
claborated on many things
which she had previously de-
scribed in interviews."

Mrs, Oswald, wha appeared
worn yesterday, seemed re-
freshed today. She posed for
photographers as she left the
commission offices in the Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars Building
near the Capitol,

She may remain here with
her daughter, June Lee, 2, over
the weekend, Another daughter,
Rachel, 3 months is in Texas.

Mrs. Oswald has been escort-
ed constantly by Secret Service
Agents, who accompanied her
from Dallas. Mr., Warren has
said that she is free to travel
As she wishes, is not in protec-
tive custody and that she and
her lawyer have asked that she
be guarded.

She arrived for this morn-
ing's session almost simultane-
nusly with Mr, Warren, The tall
Chief Justice smiled at the slen-
der, brown-haired widow and
asked as they entered the ele-

W

vator: “How Is the baby this
morning 7"

"Fine,” she replied with a
smile.

All but one of the seven mem-
bers of the commission have
been present at the interroga-
tion of Mrs. Oswald, Senator
Richard B. Russell, Democrat of
Georgia, has been occupied with
meetings of the House and Sen-
ate Armed Services Commit-
tees. He is chairman of the
Senate panel,

The text of Chief Justice
Warren's remarks folow:

Mrs. Marina Oswald has ap-
peared and testified voluntarily’
for four days before the com-
mission. Her attorney, Mr. John
M. Thorne of Grand Prairie,
Tex., has sat with her and been
avallable to her for advice at
all times, He was offered an !
opportunity to ask any ques-
tions he desired of Mrs. Oswald.

- On occasions he did participate

in the questioning. He has fully
cooperated with the commission,
Mrs. Oswald has fully co-

operated and told of her life
with Lee Oswald from the time
she met him through the assas-
sination, and also the events up
to the present time. She told
about her childhood and her
schooling, and life in the Soviet
Union up to the time she met
Lee Oswald. She has filled
in and elaborated on many
things which she had previously
deseribed in interviews.

Mrs. Oswald has identified the
rifle that was found on the
sixth floor of the Texas School
Book Depository Building in
Dallas immediately after the
assassination as the one which
her husband kept at their home
prior to the assassination, She
alsp testified that while they
lived in New Orleans, during the
summer of 1963, in some of his
activities he used the fictitious
name of A. Hidells which was
the same as that under which
the rifle was purchased from a
mail-order house in Chicago.

She stated that while she did
not like to believe her husband
killed President Kennedy, the
facts presented to her since the
assassination would not permit
her to reach any other con-
clusion.

The commission announces
that Mrs. Marguerite Oswald,
the mother of Lee Oswald, has
requested that she be allowed to
testify before the commission
and produce evidence that she
has.
She has been invited to appear
here and testify on Monday|
Feb, 10, 1964, at 10 A M., and
bring with her such evidence
as she has. She agreed to testify
at that time. She has also been
informed that she may have
her counsel present and that he
may interrogate her. :




