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. Beckham, alias Eggleston Zim-
. Merman, was’ feeling ¢hipper as.

s #Eil Tast July. .
" A man. of many cre&entials,
. from selfdescribed Central In-
" telligence Agency operative 'to
¢ *“Hivhop” of a varlety of obscure

- sects, Beckham ha *Jusdt” heen
acquitted of - fedéra? " fraud
charges stemming from his pro-
.motion of a country musm con-

. eert-that was never held

Und d by all thfsr in

vestigato

-« sassinations "Chpaty

i ring cell at' the Mpbile, .
<"Ala; city jall about the marder

. Harvey Oswald=in New

ans and assertions that
Kennedy was the vietim of a
m@m and ktﬁat he, &m}?&g

; am, knew w a

‘T r&ke’n part in it.

“To tell you.the trnt.h most
people don’t believe him,” Beck-

- ham’s own lawyer, Jeff Stem of
Mohile. says succinctly. A one

' time fugitive from New Or-

- leans Distriet Attorney Jim Gar-

- rison’s fruitless investigation in-
to the Kennedy murder, Beck-
ham finally ‘returned: to tell an
Orleans Parish grand jury in.
1968 that he really knew nothing

tion in 1963.
The House investigators, how—-

quite seriously.
names, dates, places,” Stein re-
called in a teIephone interview.

It was a small, but illustrative
slice of the approximately $1.5
mill!on that the - controversial

See INQUIRY, As,_ Col. 1

, 'Country music singer Temmy -

he rétarned fo hii Ahhama jail

% 'fram the House As-
it in

‘about the President’s assassina-. .

.ever, apparently took Beckham
' “They wanted

mﬁhm Mm ™ tw
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W inVesugation has thus far cost.

Ognlﬁng In nearly.total secrecy since
the-mecession of G. Robert Blakey as .-

cm counsel last June, the Housg

nations Committee has built up

a ipravling staff of 100 individuals
alid; hired more than 30, copsultante

J

ntéd “Non:Disclosure Agree-

ha eonsultants cem:ot wtthout

g br achwwledge"’ that they work

ntrietunes a8 a warnlng that they

copld;go to jail mthey even discussed

the meefing. Yet hy all available ac-,
tpunts,the seminar prod:lmeﬂ nothing
sq;nrtnng v

g“Boeqn’t this give you a sense of
QEja vu™ demands: assassination ex.

pert Harold Weisherg who has been

critical of the House investiga-
“They’re doing the same thing
e Warren Commission did. it'’s

Jorse than that now because they"-
ve the experience of-the Warren ;
sommigsion behind them. Yow've got

have this stuff subject to another.
int of view. The press has to be able
air tt " .

! Committee meinbers plainly W =

.have or appear to have questionable

gree. Chairman Louis Stokes (D-Ohio)

s Be feels the.panel’s “gag rule” ~

nst any discussion of the invest-
ation has served it well. Rép. Rich-
son Preyer (D-N.C.), chairman of
e subcommittee investigating the
-IFK murdér, said “the fact that it [the
ipvestigation] has been out of the
headlinas in the last few months has
ped change ﬂ:e mood of the
Uge.”
“We were emharrassing the House
_efery day a few months ago,” Preyer

' ‘said, recalling the controversy be-

. tween the first clilef counsel, former

delphia progecutor Richard A,
rague, and forimer committee Chair-

Henry B.. Gonzalez (I)-Tex.)
Now that's wer."" :

Appoinf:ed June 19 as Sprague's suc-.
cessor, Blakey, a former Senate staf
mivereﬂv law profes-

T, has taken firm charge of the com-
r&ttee staff. Committee ~members
ch ‘a8 Rep. Hdrold S. Sawyer (R-
ch.), maintain:fhat Blakey has im-

MWG r

obtained by The Washington

fobthe cﬂmmitteeunti.l ttgoes dutof.
blﬁﬁuh ‘At 1éast one mefmber of a '
grdp of 14 pathalogists who attended.
| a @eeret committee’ seminar iy Sep-
tember to review JFK autopsy Tecords
uyehe interpreted the drtimidating

- nder,fTiht Rules

 the mquiry on a thoroughly profes .

! sional track.

But some former staffers and.others
privy to various. aspects of.the com-
mittee’s work disagree. They describe
Blakey as a professorial martinet who
insists on strict discipline from his in-
ves\hgators while letting the investlga

. tion itself run off in a dozen djﬂerent
+«: directions at once.

the ternis of a perhaps pn- &

The behavioral discipline ig- inchs
putably strict. In the view of some, it

.is also childish and demeaning. They

. point; for example, to an Aug, 1 memo
- to the committee staff from: Blakey,

listing “some ‘Dos’ and ‘Don’ts’ that

" should be followed in the conduct of

our investigation, espec;ally when on:
trips "
- Among the rules:

® “Dg not conduct mterwewe in-
your hotel room with a member .of the .
opposite sex.”

"® “Do be cautious in fratemizmg

- with local rekidents.”

" ® “Dg'not have meals in locations

_ that are noted for their drinks and

ot their cuisine.”

® “Do avoid excessive alcoholie
drinking ..when on assignment,
whether on or off duty.”

‘o Do, in dealing with any person
you Catne iﬁn contact, be courteous,
donsiderate &nd pat:ent even in the

- face of extreme provocation.”

=

® D not diseuss or get involved in
politieal or cnntroversaal tOpics with

-ﬁnxone ”

@ ‘Do, “after worklng hours, know
the general whereabouts of the other

.. members of the team.”

® “Do not vyisit establishments thxt

reputations - unless on ofﬁcial busi-

‘n ess.n

/Unde‘rplnnmg a]] this is 'the four-
page Non-Disclosure Agreement, initi-
ated ‘after Blakey took charge and re-
quired of all staff members as well as
consulthnts “as conditions precedent
for employment or engagement or my
continued employment or engagement
with the Seélect Committee, the United
States House of Representatives or
the United States Congress.” In other
wo says oné lawyer acquainted
with the terms of the document, those

.who sign it are presumably ruling

" themselves out of ajob anywhere else
. on Capitol Hill if they break part of’

the agreement. -

It has 16 sections, inclu one -
that demends-imimediate moi%l
the committeé of-any éffort by utsnd :
ers such. a rters. to. obtain.dnfor-
mation; In agidition to acknowli

iy of criminal prose
for leaki ﬂroacrlbed mform
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the signers also.agree to be liable for -

$5,000 in civil penalties “as a reasong
ble estimate for damages to the credi-

bility and affectiveneas oi 'ch:s investl» -

gation.”:
Information ‘that may not be dis-

closed “by words,. conduct or other-
wise,” at least during the lifetime of -
the committee, covers any data re-

ceived by the seleet committee, pre-

_sumably including even matters of -
publie record. Some material, such as

“any information pertaining. to intelli-

gence sources or methods as desig- -

nated by the director of central infei-

ligence,” may “never” be disclosed

without special permission. Commit-
tee Chairman Stokes must also
“consult” the - CIA director before
clearing for .publication any article
written by a staffer or consultant
which “may include” proscribed infor-
mation. ' -

© “What kind of an mdependent in-
vestigation can you have with provi-
sions like that?” demanded one for-

mer staffer who declined to be identi-

P

fied. “'I‘hls is & theoretical world they'’-

re setting up, not a practical world for -

investigating murder.”

The chief counsel, who likes to be
called “Professor Blakey,” declines to
comment on any phase of the investi-

gation, reciting a committee rule de-

claring that the staff shall not discuss

work” unless authorized by Stokes,
Preyer or Del, Walter E. Fauntroy (D-
D.C.), chairman of the subcommittee
investigating the assassination of the
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. in 1868,
Asked, for instance, why the com-
mittee’ would be interviewing some-
one like Thomas Beckham when it has
yet to decide who killed the President

" in Dallas’ Lealey Plaza un Nov. 22,

1963, ‘Blakey said simply “substance
and procedure.” He made the same re-
spouse whe asked to list in a general
way what he regarded as the inquiry's
accomplishments thus far.

two-pronged investigation into the
Kernnedy and King murders-is pursu-

mg an elusive an’i expensive skein of\

“the. substance or procedure of their

It seems plain, however, that the

. rumors and allegations of conspiracy -
before having satisfied itself—from
the ballistics, medical, photographic, -
eyewitness and other evidence—about
who the murderers were. The commit-
tee appears to he looking for helpers
before haying settled on the princi-
pals, who may or may nol: have had
-any helpers.

" The panel's trave! summaries show
that it has been busy pursuing not
only Beckham and other aspects of
the zany Gairisen investigation, but
also seoterica such as the “Milteer
connection.” Now dead, Milteer was a_
right-wing otganizer for the States
Rights Party whe happened to have
been taped--two weeks before Ken-
nedy was killed—nabout how the Presi-
dent might he shot with a high:pow-
ered rifle on a forthcoming trip to Mi-
ami.

“Where's the relevance?” demands
Weisberg, who uncovered much of the
material on Milteer years ago. “That's
okay for a writer, but not for a eon-
gressional committee investigating a
cﬁma How man:; pegple tbeatened to
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kill Kennedy? To kill King? They're
beyond counting. Could 'all of them
have committed the crime? They've
got to establish relevance first. They’-
- ve got to begin with what really hap-
pened.”

More recently, investigators for the

House investigators had hoped to see.
him again after his client stood trial
on still more frauid charges in Arkan-
sas, allegedly for posing as a naturo-
pathie physician. '
were dropped.

But the charges

“He [Beckham] was supposed to

House committee journeyed to New meet one of ‘’em [the House
York to interview Marita Lorenz, a : 2 s
: investigators] in Mississippi, but he
self-proclaimed Mata Hari, who as- ?
P never ‘showed wup,”  Stein said.

serted that Watergate burglar Frank
Sturgis, an old friend of hers, drove
with her and several others, including
Lee Harvey Oswald, to Dallas several
days before the assassination. Then,
last week, Stutgis was arrested on
charges by Lorenz that he tried to in-
timidate her from f{estifying before
the House committee.

“They've contacted me a couple of
times to see if I've heard from him,
but I haven't.”

Even though no public hearings are”’
in sight, the committee, which expects
its current $2.5 mlillion budget to last
until - about next March, evidently

The charges were dropped Friday in-
Manhattan Criminal Court when a re-
view of seven taped telephone conver- .
sations between Lorenz and Sturgis
showed all were amicable. A lack of
any substantiation of her charges im-
pairs Her credibility,” the court was
told of the putatwe congressmnal wit-
ness.

As for Beckham, his lawyer said

foresees no trouble in getting a new
appropriation next year. One commit-
tee member said wryly that they will
probably be able to get more money
by simply pointing out that they
haven’t embarrassed the House for
months.

Asked if that approach would work,
an“aide to House Speaker Thomas P.
(Tip) O'Neill -Jr. (D-Mass,) replied
lightly: “Why not?” -

. ROBERT BLAKEY - "
+ .« gives staff “dos and don’ts” lst ..




