
O
sw

ald C
ohjiiD

•41(11 R
aises Q

uestions 
B

y JE
R

E
M

IA
H

 O
'L

E
A

R
Y

 
W

ashington Star W
riter 

Special to T
he B

ulletin 
W

ashington —
 

W
hen 

G
eo

rg
e d

e 
M

ohrenschildt disappeared 
in 

B
rus-

sels last M
arch 7, he could have been 

tabbed either as just another eccen-
tric or som

eone out to profit by his ac-
quaintance w

ith L
ee and M

arina O
s-

w
ald. 
O

r, just possibly, he could have been 
the m

an responsible for O
sw

ald's be-
havior w

hen P
resident John F

. K
en-

nedy w
as shot to death in D

allas on 
N

ov. 22, 1963, as he reportedly ac-
k

n
o

w
led

g
ed

 in
 th

e m
an

u
scrip

t o
f a 

book he had w
ritten. 

T
his m

uch is know
n about the 65-

year-old U
kranian em

igre, w
ho re-

portedly left the.Soviet U
nion in 1921: 

—
 H

e is deilW
 of a gunshot .w

ound, 
ap

p
aren

tly
 self-in

flicted
 in

 P
alm

 
B

each, F
la. 

—
 H

e w
as of sufficient interest to 

the H
ouse Select C

om
m

ittee on A
ssas-

sinations that one of its investigators 
w

as in P
alm

 B
each on T

uesday seek-
, in

g
 to

 in
terv

iew
 h

im
 w

h
en

 th
e •as-

' tensible suicide occurred, 
—

 H
e is once again of considerable 

.interest to the F
B

I, w
hich devoted a 

m
ajor portion of B

ook 9 to the W
arren 

C
o

m
m

issio
n

 R
ep

o
rt to

 d
e M

o
h

-
renschildt. 

It has long been know
n that de M

oh-
renschildt, as part of the D

allas R
us 

sian-speaking com
m

unity, w
as close 

to L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald and his R
ussian 

w
ife, M

arina. T
he F

B
I says it checked 

him
 out every w

ay possible after the 
assassination. 

T
he H

ouse C
om

m
ittee to contact de  

M
ohrenschildt because D

utch journal-
ist W

illem
 O

ltm
ans had told the com

-
m

ittee on M
arch 11 that the em

igre 
R

ussian count intended to tell his ver-
sion of the K

ennedy m
urder in a book 

entitled "I'm
 a P

atsy, I'm
 a P

atsy." 
In the book, de M

ohrenschildt w
as 

said
 to

 tak
e resp

o
n
sib

ility
 fo

r O
s-

w
ald

's actio
n

s in
 th

e d
eath

 o
f K

en
-

nedy. 
In

 an
 in

terv
iew

, O
ltm

an
s said

 h
e 

had know
n de M

ohrenschildt —
 a pet-

ro
leu

m
 en

g
in

eer an
d

 teach
er o

f 
F

rench at B
ishop C

ollege —
 for 10 

years. O
ltm

ans said he visited G
eorge 

and Jeanne de M
ohrenschildt tw

o or 
three tim

es a year. 
In January 1976 he learned that de 

M
ohrenschildt w

as preparing a book. 
B

y June the book w
as com

pleted, but 
Jean

n
e d

e M
o

h
ren

sch
ild

t to
ld

 0
1

-
tm

ans she w
as upset w

hen she read it. 
S

he told her husband he w
ould go to 

fail,  if it w
as published because it w

as 
about the assassination of K

ennedy 
and m

entioned nam
es of C

IA
 and F

B
I 

agents throughout. 

L
ast N

ovem
ber, O

ltm
ans w

ent to 
D

allas and w
as told by the w

ife that 
de M

ohrenschildt had been in a hospi-
tal for several m

onths. O
ltm

ans said 
de 

M
o

h
ren

sch
ild

t's law
y

er, P
at S

. 
R

ussell, said he w
as in a m

ental hos-
p
ital su

fferin
g
 fro

m
 a p

ersecu
tio

n
 

com
plex and undergoing shock treat-

m
ents. R

ussell is said to possess the 
book m

anuscript. 
O

ltm
ans says he returned to D

allas 
on Feb. 23, 1977, and had lunch w

ith de 
M

ohrenschildt, w
ho w

as back at w
ork. 

T
h

e D
u

tch
 jo

u
rn

alist said
 th

is ex
- 

change took place: 
D

e M
ohrenschildt: "H

ow
 w

ould it 
hit the m

edia if I cam
e out and said I 

felt responsible for O
sw

ald's behav-
ior?" 

O
ltm

ans: "Y
ou m

ean w
hat O

sw
ald 

did? S
hot or not shot, he w

as involved 
in the shooting. Y

ou have links here to 
the shooting of the P

resident of the 
U

nited S
tates.", 

D
e M

ohrenschildt: "I realize that 
and I don't w

ant to incrim
inate m

yself 
d
irectly

. B
u
t I am

 co
n
v
in

ced
 th

at 
w

hat O
sw

ald finally set up w
e com

-
pletely agreed upon." 

O
ltm

an's: "B
ut you w

ere in H
aiti on 

the day of the assassination." 
D

e M
ohrenschildt: "Y

es." 
O

ltm
an

s said
 d

e M
o
h
ren

sch
ild

t 
"w

as a guy very cleverly saying, "I 
k

n
ew

 ex
ax

actly
 w

h
at O

sw
ald

 w
as 

• going to do and I have proof of it.' " 
O

ltm
an

s said
 h

e ask
ed

 d
e M

o
h

-
renschildt if he w

as ready to m
ake a 

statem
ent. H

e said the professor re-
plied, "Y

es, but never in A
m

erica. I 
am

 being follow
ed. I find m

y house all 
the tim

e searched. S
o I am

 scared to 
death. I first m

ust get out of the coun-
try

." 
O

ltm
ans said he called his D

utch 
telev

isio
n

 su
p

erio
r an

d
 w

as to
ld

 to
 

bring de M
ohrenschildt to H

olland. A
s 

O
utm

ans tells it, de M
ohrenschildt 

had several changes of m
ind but final-

ly agreed. T
hey arrived in A

m
ster-

d
am

 o
n
 M

arch
 3

. T
h
e talk

ed
 w

ith
 

D
utch television and publishing exec-

utives. 
O

n M
arch 5, O

ltm
ans says, he and 

de M
ohrenschildt drove to B

russels to 
m

eet O
ltm

ans's friend, a S
oviet diplo- 

m
at. T

he three chatted at the new
s-

tand of the H
otel M

etropole and de 
M

ohrenschildt said he w
ould go for a 

w
alk

 b
efo

re 'lu
n
ch

. "H
e n

ev
er re-

turned from
 

that 
w

alk
," said

 0
1

-
tm

ans. H
e says de M

ohrenschildt's 
d

isap
p

earan
ce w

as rep
o

rted
 to

 th
e 

U
.S

. E
m

bassy in the H
ague, but there 

is n
o

 reco
rd

 th
at th

e rep
o

rt w
as re-

layed to the S
tate D

epartm
ent. 

O
ltm

ans said he got a
 call from

 a 
m

an in B
russels w

ho said de M
oh-

renschildt had departed for the U
nited 

S
tates. 
T

he N
B

C
 radio netw

ork reported 
today O

ltm
ans w

as prepared to tell 
th

e A
ssassin

atio
n
s C

o
m

m
ittee th

at 
O

sw
ald w

as hired by a conspiracy of 
D

allas oilm
en and anti-C

astro C
ubans 

to kill K
ennedy. 

N
B

C
 also quoted O

ltm
ans as saying 

th
at d

e M
o

h
ren

sch
ild

t w
as "also

 a 
conspirator," and com

m
itted suicide 

rather than "face being exposed as re-
sponsible for the assassination." 

O
ltm

ans said de M
ohrenschildt told 

h
im

 in
 E

u
ro

p
e: "L

o
o
k
 I'll b

e d
is-

charged at B
ishop C

ollege in June. 
"I'm

 65. M
y w

ife ran aw
ay. (T

hey re-
portedly becam

e divorced.) I'm
 at the 

end of the line.' A
nd one day he cam

e 
into m

y room
 and said, "let's face it. I 

P
ortly m

ade up the story (about O
s-

w
ald) because everybody 

m
ak

es a 
m

illion dollars off the K
ennedy assas-

sin
atio

n
, an

d
 I h

av
en

't m
ad

e an
y

-
thing. So now

 it's m
y tim

e. So now
 you 

,and I know
 that.' " 

T
he W

arren C
om

m
ission took testi-

m
ony from

 de M
ohrenschildt and con-

cluded that he did not have any con-
nection w

ith K
ennedy's death. 


