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- Qualms About ﬂr.o_mo:mm s Assassination F<mmﬁmm90b

w%_m.noﬂmo McMillan

CAMBRIDGE, Mass.—That new
House _Emm:mmso: into assassinations
was almost certain to fail, even if the
re-established Select OQEERBW on As-
sassinations had been given the $13
million and the two-year life span it
had sought. But this week, a skeptical
_o.nnm_.mmm gave it only until March 31

.mua $84,000 a month with which to
prove that it had a reason to exist.

A Congressional investigation is by
its very nature not the ideal environ-
ment for clearing up factual confu-
sion. The temptation to seek headlines
is too great. But now the assassination
committee must find “new” facts, pro-
duce sensations within two months, or
i The trouble with the committee is
 nobvthat it will fail to clear up the
confusion about political assassinations
aﬁ that it will make more confusion
‘and leave us at the end of two months
with a new bag of dishearteningly be-
wildering set of spooks and con-
im_mu,..mﬂmm.

It is not surprising that the day
after the House committee’s appropri-
ation, its chairman, Representative
Henry B, Gonzalez, announced what a
headline called “New Evidence in
I. F. K. Killing,” only to admit when
challenged that his evidence was “un-
now_dwoﬁﬂoﬁ_ i

"The demand for quick new assassin-
ation “facts” is almost certain to cause
the committee to turn to that small
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army of sectarian scholars, the assas-
sinologists who have for more thah a
decade been raising questions ‘about
the events in Dallas in November 1963
and Memphis faster than the old ones
could be answered. i
Indeed, these assassinologists have

now produced ruriors that they bit-
terly dispute among themselves. The

common characteristic of these ques-
tions is that they are negative. Embw
can never be answered.

But standing stubbornly above gﬁm
controversy are two facts: -

1. There is an overwhelmingly pér-
suasive hard core of positive, inter-
locked evidence that Lee Harvey Os-
wald killed John F. Kennedy and ‘that

James Earl Ray killed Dr. King.

2. There is not 4 mn:._::m of positive

‘hard evidence that either Ray or Os-
‘wald was acting no_. or with, a con--

spiracy. - 5
Nobie: of ' the: nouanm_gm ‘in the War-
ren Commission report (whose 26 vol-
umes - make it -the best- documented
crime in the- history of mankind) has
ever been impeached, and they show
convincingly that Oswald Kkilled two
men and tried to kill a third, not only
Kennedy .but .also Dallas patrolman
1. D. Tippit, after having already tried
‘o kill Maj. Gen. Edwin Walker in
April 1963.

The Tustice Umvngmi has just
completed a 148-page report that is an
exhaustive review of the 203,000 docu-
ments in the. King assassination file.
The conclusion reached is that Ray
killed Un King and did it alone. Ray’s
movements as he enacted his brutal

EE.QE, are :.mowa mﬁmv _u% m:% in the .

,.u:n judged by a jury of ordinary

" Making of an Assassin:
{James Earl Ray."”

8,000-word narrative of mnvn_mﬁmm
facts” to which Ray Emmnma mE.:w in
Memphis.

Ray no' sooner had Emm%a mE ty
than he claimed he had been oomnomn_ .
and asked for a new trial. - . - -

After studying this carefully)
three-judge Sixth Circuit Court ofAp-
peals ruled unanimously against-‘Ray
on every one of his allegations. On
Dec. 14, 1976, the United States Su-
preme Court refused to review the
lower-court decision. _

If Ray had not pleaded guilty, and
if Jack Ruby had not killed Lee Haryey
Oswald, the two assassing would have
been tried in court, with rules of &vi-
dence that excluded the irrelevant ru-
mor, the peripheral fact; cross-examin-
ation of the witnesses would have
blown open a thousand speculations,
and everything would have been wit-
, nessed and nmuozma upon by the- E.mmm

apd women. Sirhan Sirhan, who killec

Robert F. Kennedy, and Arthur mnmaa_.
who shot George C. Wallace, were
tried and found guilty, and there

_have been very few rumors about their

crimes.

Now that it’s too late to try Oswald

or Ray, it is almost impossible to think
of any other format of review where
the rumors that have festered for more
than a decade could be put to rest.
.- But it is hard to see what good can
come from a callous investigation of
the profound and tragic events. Some
day we must learn to accept the
Jntrinsic irony and absurdity of them,
;that Oswald and Ray, indistinct killers
with amorphous ideologies, did in fact
alone change our history.
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