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T
h
at n

ew
 

H
ouse investigation into assassinations 

w
as alm

o
st certain

 to
 fail, ev

en
 if th

e 
re-established S

elect C
om

m
ittee on A

s-
s,assin

atio
n

s h
ad

 b
een

 g
iv

en
 th

e $
1

3
 

M
illio

n
 an

d
 th

e tw
o

-y
ear life sp

an
 it 

had sought. B
ut this w

eek, a skeptical 
o

g
ress g

av
e it o

n
ly

 u
n

til M
arch

 3
1

 
d

 $
8

4
,0

0
0

 a m
o

n
th

 w
ith

 w
h

ich
 to

 
flM

ve th
at it h

ad
 a reaso

n
 to

 ex
ist. 

A
 C

ongressional investigation is by 
its v

ery
 n

atu
re .n

o
t th

e id
eal en

v
iro

n
-

m
en

t fo
r clearin

g
 u

p
 factu

al co
n

fu
-

sion. T
he tem

ptation to seek headlines 
is too great. B

ut now
 the assassination 

com
m

ittee m
ust find "new

" facts, pro-
;dace sensations w

ithin tw
o m

onths, or 
:diiitiT

he trouble w
ith the com

m
ittee is 

reie7
th

at it w
ill fail to

 clear u
p

 th
e 

f confusion about political assassinations 
b

u
t th

at it w
ill m

ak
e m

o
re co

n
fu

sio
n

 
an

d
 leav

e u
s at the end of tw

o m
onths 

w
ith

 a n
ew

 b
ag.  of diS

hearteningly be-
w

ild
e
rin

g
 se

t o
f sp

o
o

k
s a

n
d

 c
o

n
- 

It is n
o

t su
rp

risin
g

 th
a
t th

e
 d

a
y

 
after the H

ouse com
m

ittee's appropri-
atio

n
, its ch

airm
an

, R
ep

resen
tativ

e 
H

enry -B
. G

onzalez, announced w
hat a 

h
ead

lin
e called

 "N
ew

 E
v
id

en
ce in

 
3. F

. K
. K

illin
g
," o

n
ly

 to
 ad

m
it w

h
en

 
challenged that his evidence w

as "un-
corroborated." 

'T
he dem

and for quick new
 assassin-

ation "facts" is alm
ost certain to cause 

th
e co

m
m

ittee to
 tu

rn
 to

 th
at sm

all 

arm
y of sectarian scholars, th

e assas-
sin

o
lo

g
ists w

h
o
 h

av
e fo

r m
o
re th

an
 a 

d
ecad

e b
een

 raisin
g

 q
u

estio
p

s 'ab
o

u
t 

the events in D
allas in N

oV
einber 1963 

an
d

 M
em

p
h

is fak
er th

an
 th

e o
ld

 o
n

es 
could be answ

ered 
In

d
eed

, th
ese assassin

o
lo

g
ists h

av
e 

p
o

w
 p

ro
d

u
ced

 rill/to
rs th

at th
ey

 bit-
terly d

isp
u

te am
o
n

g
 th

em
selv

es. T
h

e 
co

m
m

o
n
 ch

aracteristic o
f th

ese q
u
es-

tio
n

s is th
at th

ey
 are n

eg
ativ

e. M
an

y
 

can never be answ
ered. 

B
u

t stan
d
in

g
 stu

b
b

o
rn

ly
 ab

o
v
e th

is 
controversy are tw

o facts: 
1

. T
h

ere is an
 o

v
erw

h
elm

in
g

ly
 p

er-
su

asiv
e h

ard
 co

re o
f p

o
sitiv

e, in
ter-

lo
ck

ed
 ev

id
en

ce th
at L

ee H
arv

ey
 O

s-
w

ald killed John F
. K

ennedy
-an

d
 th

at 
Jam

es B
art R

ay killed D
r. K

ing.  

.iftid judged by a' jury o ordinary 

8,000-w
ord narrative 

o
f "

stip
ta

ited
 

facts"
 to w

h
ich

 R
ay p

lead
ed

 gu
ilty in

 
M

em
phis. 

R
a

y
 n

o
 so

o
n

er h
a

d
 pleaded guilty 

th
an

 h
e claim

ed he had been coerced, -
-and ask

ed
 fo

r a n
ew

 trial. 
A

fter stu
d
y
in

g
 th

is carefu
l-13N

- a 
three-judge S

ixth C
ircuit C

ourt oF'A
p-

peals 
ru

led
 u

n
an

im
ou

sly again
st...R

ay 
o

n
 ev

ery
 o

n
e o

f h
is alleg

atio
n

s. 
O

n 
D

ec. 1
4
, 1

9
7
6
, th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates S

u
-

p
rem

e C
o
u
rt refu

sed
 to

 rev
iew

 th
e 

low
er-court decision. 

If R
ay

 h
ad

 n
o
t p

lead
ed

 g
u
ilty

, an
d
 

if Jack R
uby had not killed L

ee H
alyey 

O
sw

ald, the tw
o assassins w

ould have 
b

een
 tried

 in
 co

u
rt, w

ith
 ru

les of T
vi-

deuce that excluded the irrelevant ru-
m

or, the peripheral fact; cross-exam
in-

atio
n

 o
f th

e w
itn

esses w
o

u
ld

 h
av

e 
b
lo

w
n
 o

p
en

 a th
o
u
san

d
 sp

ecu
latio

n
s; 

an
d

 ev
ery

th
in

g
 w

o
u

ld
 h

av
e b

een
 w

it ,  
ness'ed and reported up7 by the 'press 

2. T
h

ere is n
ot a scin

tilla of p
ositive 

:h
ard

 evid
en

ce th
at eith

er R
ay or O

s-
w

a
ld

 w
a
s a

ctin
g
 fo

r, o
r w

ith
, a

 co
n

-
,sp

ira
cy

. - 
N

iM
e' O

f th
e con

clu
sion

s in
 th

e W
ar-

k
en

 C
om

m
ission

 rep
ort (w

h
ose 26 vol-

p
m

es • m
ak

e it - th
e b

est-d
ocu

m
en

ted
 

crim
e in

 th
e h

istory of m
an

k
in

d
) h

as 
ever b

een
 :im

p
each

ed
, an

d
 th

ey sh
ow

 
co

n
v

in
cin

g
ly

 th
a

t O
sw

a
ld

 k
illed

 tw
o

 
m

en
 an

d
 tried

 to k
ill a third, not only 

K
en

n
ed

y
 b

u
t :also

 D
allas p

atro
lm

an
 

J. D
. T

ippit, after having already tried 
- .1

) k
ill M

aj. G
en

. E
d
w

in
 W

alk
er in

 
A

pril 1963. 
T

h
e Ju

stice D
ep

artm
en

t h
as ju

st 
com

pleted a 148-page report that is an 
exhaustive review

 of the 203,000 docu-
m

en
ts in

 th
e. K

in
g

 assassin
atio

n
 file. 

T
h
e co

n
clu

sio
n
 ' reach

ed
 is th

at R
ay

 
killed D

r. K
ing and did it alone. R

ay's 
m

o
v

em
en

ts as h
e en

acted
 • h

is b
ru

tal 
m

u
rd

er are traced
 step

 b
y
 step

 in
 th

e 

	
 anT

hivom
en. S

irhan S
irhan, w

ho kil 
R

obert F
. K

ennedy, and A
rthur B

rem
er, 

w
h

o 
sh

o
t G

eo
rg

e C
. W

allace, w
ere 

tried
 an

d
 .fo

u
n
d
 g

u
ilty

, an
d
 th

ere 
_have been very-few

 rum
ors about their 

crim
es. 

N
ow

 that it's too late to try O
sw

ald 
or R

ay, it is alm
ost im

possible to think 
o

f an
y

 o
th

er fo
rm

at o
f rev

iew
 w

h
ere 

the rum
ors that have festered for m

ore 
Than a decade could be put to rest. 
• 

B
ut it is hard to see w

hat good can 
com

e from
, a callous investigation of 

the profound and tragic events. S
om

e 
d
a
y
 w

e
 m

u
st le

a
rn

 to
 a

c
c
e
p
t th

e
 

,iritrinsic irony and absurdity of them
, 

;th
at O

sw
ald and R

ay, indistinct killers 
w

ith am
orphous ideologies, did in fact 

alone change our history. 

E
k

to
rg

e M
cM

illa
n

 is 
au

th
o
r o

f 
"

T
h

e 
,M

a
k
in

g
 

of 
a
n

 A
ssa

ssin
: 

T
he 

L
ife 

of 
:Jam

es E
arl R

ay."
 

• t 	
I 


