/2-2-7 6
By George Lardner Jr.
o3 Washjnzton Post Staff Writer '
,4; Two ‘leading critics of the Warren
imission’s report on the. assassina-
;of President Kennedy said yester-
;%hat they recommended Philadel-
lawyer Richard A. Sprague as
i counsel for the new House inqui-
o the murder.
e of the critics, Mark Lane, also

terwald, said he, h:
n 'off"”réa the top com
i y Downing, but turned lt d
tly on the grounds that he could
v .be consiﬂmed impartial.

aés:gned to investigate the 1963 assas-
sipation of Martin Luther  King .
Fen_&j:erwa]d represented James Ear

-u’@r King’s- murdelqki}gpm 1971 un-
ecently. s ol :
in addltmn as_"head’ of ‘tfue prwam

-’years that the Warren Commi"
ort was a fairy story.” - ERG
jane' and Fensterwald have Deéen

ion of the committee, i
ortly: -after the. committee 'ﬁu's'

wﬂL

SPRAGUE me <Al

“Dowmng ’ooid me lfe was h:onsxdermg
two people Bud Fensterwald and me,

I said'elther one would be a tragedyvg;‘

You can imagine how tempted I was
'6111: tlie media would

i There Has been cons1derable va??fe-
hess unt:l now ever the manner in
whu:h Sprague was selected. In an in.
e ewseveraldam age, for instance,
g*toldarepoﬁer that: .
-uall:sr Sprague’s name 'was sub-
d in a list offered by Congress-
[Henry B.] Gonzalez. I talked te
about if. He - doesn’t know ;
‘the name came from. . But'as I

mto 1t, I hecame convmced'

V arren

ritic, ‘Washington lawyer: BErlﬁI;d}',-" '

3

¥ rho is serving a 99-year prison e

members of Congress. on the

Cm tws |

companied Sprague to me,etmgs 3

several memhers of the House Sg

Committee dn Assassinations,
. ing Chairman Thomas N. Downin
-Va.). Sprague. took the jobh -O

e

. that if he was the man who did
-would be an.excellent mvestlﬂ“atmﬁ ?
said Lane, whose Citizens Commission

Q?B*éf ‘right,

gﬁt a lot of ‘people were mtereste&tHL “

this thing.”

%._lccording to Lane, however, Down-

gave up on Fensterwald with so: e
uctance. Lane said that. when&
emphasized Fensterwald’s role as
Rays'lawyer, Downing ‘countered by
suggesting that Fensterwald _
g?di_le the Kennedy Inqmry and Lan

-1 d he me;

| tioned the nam a high-ranking

lawyer in the American Civil Liber )

des Union, but “George said, ‘Welre '

freally talking about a civil hb

rian, are we? We're talking atho'
h!

t_gngh:proseuﬁ:’cr L said yea

3 ¥ came up with Spra
le arna.me, becatise of his pron
nee and success as a special prof

in the murders of United

kers dissident Jock Yabl'

‘wife and daughter.

ﬁhét same day, either in late S%
S;gmber or early October apparentl
Lane went over to _‘E.Bﬁlerary of Cugz

gress, did some reseamh on, S gus:i 4
I % : im lo &

d‘lstance Lane sald he made clear th
he was “ca]lmg ‘without portfolio” but,

asked. Sprague, then in private prae: °

tice in Philadelphia, if he would bqﬁ
_,terested in the job.

“He said ‘the first thmg you should
k:tlow is that I worked for Arlen Sp&c-'
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Bﬁ:RNARD FENSTERWALD 9%
w&‘a s says hmectedqotﬁ*
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rs of the committee ineluding D
er E. Fauntroy (D-D.C), ab
gue; got together with him i
delphia, and shortly therea
haps on Oct. 7, introduced hin
ate meetings here witH, Faun

L Downmg. Later, Larie le
he went on to
me ‘ater, m

pﬁyroll as actmg director Qet:. 7. Hei is.
known as a tough, Jndepemient pme-.
cutor and those who have déalt gwith'"
Him in the past predicted; ‘yesterday
that he would conduct a thoroughly
lndependent inguiry. Washlngton*gaw
r_Joseph 1. Rauh Jr, who w
th Sprague in ‘the Yablonskl Il-
; s said he recommended the Pil
i ph;an to Fauntroy in the stron
ms. “He told a lot of congress
. going to be the boss and t
7 Raub said. “I thlnk

ely srefiiey




