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NEW YORK AP = The first private physician to see the
long=withheld X=ray taken in the 1963 autopsy of President John
F. Kennedy said Sunday there was no doudbt in his mind that the
wesident was gunned dom by a single assailant.

Dr. John K. Lattimer, chairman of the department of urolog
at Columbia University Colle%e of Phisicians and Surgeons, told
a news conference his Iinspection of the autopsg data removed
mwevious reservations he had about the Warren Commission findings.
Lhe Warren Commission concluded that Lee Harvey Oswald fired
all the shots that kllled Kennedy on Nov. 22, 1563.

Lattimer, who viewed the documents last Friday in the National
Archlves 1In Washington, was the first nongovernmental medical
Speclalist given access to them since the Kbnnedi fam11¥ five=year
ban on public examination expired last October. The photographs
were deposited with the National Archives in 1966.
He sald he 1nspected 65 X=rays, color transparencies and black
and white negatives.

Lattimer, 57, who has lectured and written about the assassination,
ga id autoﬁsy éocuments showed that the initial bullet passed
throu%h the president’s body at a distinctly downward angle,
more than was shown in sketches released by the Warren Commission.
He sald he reached that conclusion after 1ns¥ecting X=rays and
the sult, shirt and tie worn by the president when he was shot
in a Dalias motorcade.

Lhe first dbullet would not have killed the vpresident, Lattimer
sald. However, in the next five seconds, although Kennedy slumped
c;egbin EQQ car, he was still sitting upright and was highly
vis e.

lhe second and fatal bullet was a military bullet and, “tough
as it was, shattered his brain and part of . pis head terribly, a
Iattimer said., The color photographs were 80 devastatin%, :
can understand why the Kennedy family would be reluctant fo make
them public, *’ he added.

Lattimer said he had set uf a rifle range at his Michigan farm

r

and had practiced rapid firing with his Two sons in order to
duplicate Oswald’s actions.
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Both bullets came from behind and from the rear as the Tarren
Commission sald, and I know after my,owm ex eriments that Oswald
was a perfectly competent marksman,’’ he said.

Some critics of the Tarren Commission’s findings have suggested
that the second bullet was fired by another assailant facing
the president’s car. .

Lattimer sald the X=rays Egoved without a doudbt that the front
and rear wounds in the slaln president were caused by the same
bullet which passed through Kenned¥’s body and then struck then=Texas
Gove John Connally who was riding in the president’s car.

Lattimer said there was no evidence of a third bullet but that
he believed one had been fired and missed the vresidential
car.

Burke Marshall, defuty dean of Yale Law School and representative
of the Kennedy family, said Lattimer was the first expert to
re&uest permission to view the documents when the moratorium
ended last October.

mMarshall, entrusted by the Kennedy family to decide who will
see the documents, sald he was considering similar requests from
three other physicians=Dr. Cyril H. Wecht of Pittsburgh; Dr.
John Nichols of the Universi g of Xansas, and Dr. E. Forrest
Chapman, medical examiner of Wayne County, Mich.
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