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Kennedy Archilves BJt 360
By JEAN HELLER
Assoclated Press Writer

WASHINGION AP - The National Archives reports 1t has received and
rejected 16 requests from persons hoping to see 1ts X rays and
photoirafhs of the autopsy performed on President John Fe Kennedy.
The famlly of the late president turned the material over to the
Archlves Nove 1, 1966 wilith such heavg restrictlons on 1ts pubdblic
availabilitg that 1t may not be wldely seen for many years.

re James Be khoads, deputy archivist, said the 15 requests came
“‘mogtly from peogle who already have done falrly extensive research
on the assassination.?? ‘

‘e *ve explained to all of them that we éust can’t show 1t yet,??
Rhoads sald in an interview. *‘The heaviest volume of requests came in
the month or two after we got the material. In the vast eight months

or 80, nobody has asked.?*?

The Eennedy family ?ve 14 X rays, 256 black and white neﬁatives and
26 color transparencies tg the National Archives for safekeeping. For
what Rhoads described as ‘Eersonal reasons, ’’ the famlly placed the
followlng restrictions on them:

-Durlng the first five years, no one but government investigation
Eﬁdies and persons with the consent of the Kennedy famlly could see
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~Thereafter, for the duration of the lifetimes of KEnnedi’s parents,
brothers and sisters, widow and two children, only recognlzed experts
in pathology and related fields should have accesse.

Desplte the recent lack of rgquests to view the autopsy plctures, the
Archlves sald there has been ‘*very active interest?? on other
material concerning the assassination.

‘“We *ve had about 450 inguiries in two years,?? Rhoads said,
‘‘varticularly about the Zapruder film.®*

The movlie film wag taken by businessman Abraham Zagruder in Dallas, '
Texe, Just as Presldent Kennedy was shot to death while riding in a
motorcade Nov. 22, 1963-four years ago today.

The film was used by the Warren Commission in its 1nvest1§ation of the
assassinatlon and has been cited by critics of the commission who have
sought to disﬁrove its findingse.

Agslde from the autops¥ Bictures, the only material restricted from
public view 1s that whlch has & national securlty classification or
which might ldentlfy confidentilal sources of informetion and anything
that might embarrass innocent people or hinder administration and
egﬁorcement of the lawe.

That only qmounts to about 10 per cent of the material we have,??
f%oe%s sald. “‘All the rest 1s availlable for anyone who wants to see
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