s of building a
v by battling the
Waslungton and

0
gretl} plot- ™~

destrue-

Prestdent ‘might net have .
had kmd words to say abot

Br w Tuten ror
i

the‘power

a local

moré tha

the chiefs 0

role Wall;

natmngl I i

gredient offhis -

vulnprable position
There are

hama’ who 53

tions of his p

that firm. A

state hlghwa




AS " Sunday, Feb.24,1974  THE WASHINGTON POST

Wallace Wins
His Fight for
Respectability |

WALLACE, From Al

an Alabama GOP power, has
said, “Anybody would-be a
nut to run against Wallace
this year.” ) o
State Republican Chair-
man Richard Bennett says it

was the near-fatal assassina-
tion attempt in 'May, 1972,

" that softened some of the:

.0pposition” to Wallace -

-~ within' the state; “People
feel he’s fought ‘the ‘good
fight forthem and bears the
“wounds of - battle;”* Bennett
said. : [
Both physically and. emo-
tionally, Wallace appears re-
markably recovered i from
the.shooting. He is/ matter-
of-factly resigned to the per-
- manent paralysis. of hig legs.
But on Friday he stood erect
. for over an hour, strapped
to the podium, to make his
. announcement speech, an-
swer questions and greet his
. Supporters, without visible
discomfort or fatigue.

“*I'm physically able to
make any kind of campaign
that is necessary,” he said.

Wallace has made his
peace with the national

Democratic Party and with
the Alabama Demoeratic
“loyalists” who fought him

- for years. Or, as he would
say, they have come to
terms with him. T
“They've learngd their les-
son,” Wallace said, speaking
ol national party leaders in
an interview this week.
“Except fof the New Left,
* erowd,-who will never learn
- anything, the Democrats
~who are sensible and reason-

able know they have to .

- move back to the middle,
where the great’ mass of av-
erage citizens are.”.

Wallace says he has been'

treated “respectfully and ob-
Jectively” by the Democratic
 Party Since 1972, He has rep-
‘resentatives on all the . par-
© t¥'s governing agencies and
says he is consulted “ag of-.
ten as I want ‘or need to be’t:
hy party chairman Robert 8."
" Strauss. :

And yet, for all that he
welcomes the legitimacy ac-
~corded ‘him by the party .
- whose nominees he: has ei:
ther actively opposed or re-

. fused to endorse in the past
‘three presidential contests,
Wallace i - very. guarded
. about his status as a Demo-
-crat, 3

. Asked if he now sees him-
:self as “part of the National
- Democratic party,” Wallace

“replied: “I see myself. as

- representing a very signifi-
vcant constituency, who in:
-the mgin, in the past, be-
longed to the national Dem-

,ocratic Party ..

. who are
natural Dernocrats and who

-want to go back to their
‘ party. But if the New Left

continues to control the

Democratic Party, in my
Judgment, they won't go

Dback.” )

+ Wallace says it will not be ,
possible to gauge the con-
trol of the national party
until’ its mid-term confer-

‘ence in Kansas City this De-

cember. Denying reports
that he wants to “take over”
that meeting, he says, “I.m !

‘not going to make any stren.-.

uous effort” to get delegates
elected to the mini-conven-
tion. N

Wallace organizers are .

- meeting this weekend in

Houston, but Wallace aide: :
Mickey Griffin said the
main goal is to use the ‘1974
mini-convention to familiar-
ize our organization” with
the procedures for electing
Wallace delegates in 1976,
In 1972, Wallace lost un-
counted opportunities to

' gain delegates by his unfa-
‘miliarity with

the rules.
This time, said Griffin, “we
will know what we are do-
ing-" - g ]
- Wallace’s national organi-
zation has stayed in busi-
ness  continuously  since
1968. The 12-person Mont-
gomery headquarters raised
over $1 million. from its
computerized list of small
contributors last year.

With that kind of grass
roots support, Wallace ex-
pects to benefit from the
party’s new rules, guaran-
feeing that presidential con-
tenders will receive dele-
gates.in direct proportion to
their voting strength in the
1976 primaries, caucuses and
conventions, L

The governor seems as-'
sured of home state support,
thanks to a recent truce

-with the national party loy-

alists who have kept control -

.of the state-Democratic com-

mittee throughout his ten--
ure. Wallace said the agree-
ment—symbolized by his go-
ing on the state Democratic
executive committee .alongs
With ~Griffin—came about
because “the ones who sort '
of ostraeized me recognize I
do represent a constituency

‘that’s pretty big in this

country ‘and certainly ‘is a
majority of "the people of
this state.  Good' common
sense prevailed, and mnow
we're closer than we've ever
Been> . 57 F '

- State Democratic Chair- :
man Robert Vance, long a-
Wallace ‘critic, confirmed
that “to the degree he has
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Wallace: “I see myself as representmg a very sngniricant eonstltuency "

natlona] credlbllity, “’allace
has greater strength here.
Heis participating responsi-
bly in the national Demo-
cratic ' Party, which ‘eases
feelings here.” )

In Vance’s view, Wallace
has “shifted his position to

the center and has recon-
ciled forces he’d antagon-.

ized. His speeches are com-
pletely void of racist-type
statements now.”

The degree to which Wal- -

lace actually has shed his
old segregationist ' senti-
ments is' a matter of some
dispute.  Certainly;  his
,speeches now contain no
echoes of the old defiance of -
court desegregation orders;
instead, they are replete
with referenceés to coopera-
tion ~and - Drogre§s for “aﬁl
the ﬁeuple g L

Wallace has crowned a
bls_.ck homecoming-queen at -
the  University of Alabama
and last December! pald a,
ha,ghly publicized visit t
. meeting of black electeq of-

“ ficials, where he was praised .
for his aid to local cammum— -

_ties:and schools. *

But Joe Reed, cha:lrman of :

the ~Alabama Démocratic
. conference, the black caucus
on the state ‘Democrati
committee is skeptical. «Q‘a
“Wallace is cranking up to

run for President and he -

knows he has to.change his
raclst image,” Reed: said in
-an interview. Referring to

By Jim Tuten for The Wa.shins‘ton Post

i

the black mayors. ‘priase of
Wallace, Reed said, “I- dpn’t
blame those who are trying .
to get to the truugh and say
they can deal 'with the fel-
low But whemr some people
try to- say ‘the governor has
chpnged my. questmn is:
Where?

“The. first thing 'he did
when he succeeded Bréwer
was.to remove the,one black
Brewer had appointed to the
commission on higher edu-
;cation, and he hasn’t re-
“placed him” Reed said. “He
“refused last month to ap-
point a black to the parole
board, even though he was:
highly ‘reécommended and:
‘half the prison population is
~bldek. He has refused to ap:
;point a black circuit judge. I
be]mve the man, and he has
-said’ time and again, ‘I’
.-haven’t chanﬂed ‘The others
.are coming. to me.”

Wallace counters this cm-

\;. “jeism with references to the

mcrease in-black state em-
‘ployees and appointments of
‘blacks-to draft boards and
other local bodies. :

| “But it was notable that-
the one flash of anger he

-permitted ‘himself at his

. press conference. Friday con-
cerned-a federal court reap-
. portionment plan which, by
_creating single-member dis-
“triets splitting county lines,
will ‘allow blacks to eleet.
more members to. the state
hangse  of representatives,-



where they now hold oni
three of 100 seats. ’

‘Wallace told an inter-
viewer, “I'm . not against
b_Iat(I?s in the legislature,”
.and.- said he opposed the
splan: only because it “tears
up” traditional  political
units. y Nonetheless, he as-
sailed the plan, drawn up by
: a Columbia University pro-

ifessor using a computer |
iprintout of census data, in

‘terms reminiscent of the
(1d Wallace.

It was foisted on Alabama,
he said, by ~‘one of our
sseudo-intellectual  friends
rom New York City” as

»art of “a conspiracy on the .

»art of the ultra-liberals . . .
0 do away with people say-
ng:‘I'm from Alabama’ or
jarber County. They want
°m to say they’re citizens of
he world.” '

'But that kind of free-

winging rhetoric is rare

with Wallace these ddys. On

".most issues, He is cautious’

'to an extreme. Here are

- some modern-day Wallace-
- isms:

On the rival Nixon ;and

 Kennedy health care plans:

“I'm'in favor of health care
programs for -catastrophic’
illness, buf, I don’t want the
federal government to take
over administration of all

 health care in this country.”

On gas rationing: “I don’t
‘know the overall picture
from here, but I hope we
don’t have to resort to ra-
tioning. I don’t like ration-;
ing.” . '

On inflation: “It doesn’t!
Jlook like the controls are
working to me. It's best not
to-have any type of controls,
unless it’s absolutely neces-
sary.” ;

-On  impeachment: o
would say most of the peo-
ple in Alabama are prayer-
ful that no situation would
arise that would require the
impeachment of the Presi-
dent, no matter who he is,
because that’s not in the in-
terest of the country. But
that doesn’t .mean they
wouldn't want anybody in-
peached.if he was impeacha-
ble. I just don’t like to com-

ment . . . until all the inves-
tigations are finished. It’s
most-ynfortunate.” : ‘

That Wallace sounds al-
most like the old establish-
ment politicians he liked to
parody in his speeches,

. when he was playing the re-

. a

bellious iconoclast, Now,
George Wallace sounds like
respectable ' statesman
himself, the kind who is
pompous énough to be Pres-
ident. .

‘Which he may be.




